HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

APRIL 2003

President’s Column
by William R. Wright

Important Reminders

Again, [ want to remind you ol two out-
standing HCBA events scheduted for
May, At 6:33 PM. on Thursday, May 15 we will again
sponsor our Bvening Hounoring the Judiciary at the Old
Capitol fan in downtowns Jackson, Most of the appellate
and trial court judges from the federal and state judiciaries
sitting in the tri-county area will be present as they are hon-
ored for their service, Mike Slive, conmmissioner of the
Seutheastern Conlerence and a former judge, will be our
keynole speaker. Also, several awards (o lawyers and Judges
tt our area will be presented. We expect a sellot, o send
in your reservation card that was mailed fo you with the
dumner invigation and expect an entertaining evening.

A week later, on Thursday, May 22, golfers will tee up
at Annandale for owr assuad gotf towrmament. Not only will
you have the opportunity to play a beautiful course, but also
your participation wilf help fund the substantial contribu-
tion the BCBA makes to the Mississippi Volunteer Project.
Muke plans to play Aonandsle on May 22.

War

War is truly Hell on carth, and very fow of us can view
our altacking frag without ambivalent feelings. Our leader-
ship believes warld peace is not possible without taking out
Saddam Hussein; yel, taking him out creates anything but

peace. Soldiers and civilians are dying daily, and the end is
not in sight as we go o press. What will be the death (oil?
What collateral wars will break oul in the arca? How will
this “live and in cofor” war affect our children? What il l
the war cost us i3 dollars? What ahout our economy? We
have no delTitive answers.

This war is scary. However, whether we like | or not,

we are in this war logether, aird we must support our troops = |

in any way possible. Remember, these brave folks are not
drafiees, forced against their will fo fight. They are profes-
sionat soldicrs whe chose to defend our freedoms while we
go about our business “as usual” here. Qur guys are simply
the best and bravest in the world, Not only do we owe then
our gratitude, but we ajso need to pray daily that God will
guide and direct them and 1o bring them hone safely (o
thedr familigs. May God also bless this country and owr
President.

Final Column o
The next newstetter witl be published after 1 step down
as HCBA president on May 31, So, this is my last of six
columns, Writing columins under a deadline has wmade mc
appreciate newspaper and magazine journalists who face
writing deadlines ofter on a daily basis, It is not casy, *
even when the deadline s only bi-monthly. .
Coatinued on page 2
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Falso now appreciate more than
ever those lawyers i our member-
ship whe have been unselfishly
writing columns and stoties for this
newstelter and making sare it s
published for many years. Those
folks are |Lce Hetherington, Joel
Howell, Kevin Fumpliceys, Nonic
Joiner, John Land McDavid, innny
Robertson, Linda Thompson and
Carol West. By the way, if any of
you wish to contribute a colwnn or
a story 1o the pewsletter, feel hee Lo
contact our cditor, Luke Dove, He
and the newsletter connmittee would
be delighted to receive your input.

So, Fend my short but enjoyable
stint as a columnist and furn this
space over to our very capable
incoring president, Stuart Kruger

. Formen

May he enlighten you all.
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Congratulations to our new oiticer and directors!

Post 1 Director-Post 2
R, David Kaufman

* Calculation of Damages
* Forensic Accounting
* Llost Profits Analysis

Your Clients Expect You To Know Everything.

From consultation to testimony,
Koerber Turner, PLLC provides the
financial counsel and litigation
support you need o represent
your clients is Tamily law and
other legal matters.

Lost Earnings Analysis
Shareholder Disputes

Tax Issues Related o Settlements
Consultation

K&ERBER TURNER, PLLC

fackson
(601) 960-0406

Hattiesburg
{601} 583-
wwwv.koerberturner.com

Tax, Valuation & Liligation Support Services

Gullport
1000 (228) 868-7141

by Thomas W. Crockeft®

(.?Ilcnls don’t like to pay legal fees, and they hate (o pay
Icg_ai fees that they think are a waste ol money. They, like ali
of us, love bargains. And, mediation is a bargain, Aboul 0%,
of all mediated cases setile. Even if the entire Calse is not set-
!lCF;, money saving agreements such as mutual disclosure of
information or stipulations on non-controverted facts are
usually reached. The cost of a mediation is a fiaction of the
cost nftf‘ial, especially if the mediation is held early on in the
proceedings. Preparation and caoperation are the keys to a
successful mediation. To save time and imoney, follow these
stmple sugpestions.

* Select a competent mediator who has expericnee in

mediating and litigating in the arca of law involved.
Ask forreferences.

Bring to the mediation afl advisors who must be
consulted to make a final decision. If the advisor does
not go through the mediation process, she will not have
ownership in the result and vy well veto it.

Mediate as early as possible. The parties can usually
get enough inlormation through mediation to make a
deciston without exhaustive discovery.

+ Communicate with the mediator so he can understand
and advocate your position to your adversaty. The
mediator wants to help you settle the case, and the
more he knows about your position, the better he can
persuade your adversary,

Pl:(':pél re a draft settlement agreement and final fudgment
wlth as many agreed upon provisions as pnssib-lc and bring
a dise to the mediation session. i agreement is reached. fill
int the blanks, have the partics sign the agreement and
Fonscntjudgmem at the mediation session, and the mateer
1s concluded with no further expense or delay,

o v m T E T R—— .

* Dhsclose information to the other party sufficient for
her to decide to aceept your proposal, and make sure
you have enough information for your clienf to make a
decision. No one can be expected to make a decision
wilhout ail the necessary facts, Use the mediator to
help o this matter,

Make experts avaitable to the other side prior to the
mediation and, if not personally at the mediation
session, at least on the telephone for the mediation,
Disputes can frequently be resolved by having the
experts talk directly to each other,

»

Educate the elient to understand that mediation is not
“win-lose” but “win-win The resolution probabiy
will not be the one (he client initially secks; it must be
one that meets both parties’ needs. Fach party must
give a litlle. The dispute will comne to an end. The
question is whether the decision will be made by the
parties in cooperation with each other or by the court.

* Prepare an opening slatement which wili be a potite
but forceful explanation of your case. This is your oily
chance to persuade the other party face to face without
going theough her fawyer. Make the most of it. Use
demonstrative evidence where appropriate,

1 both parties want 1o settle and (heir lawyers will foliow

these lips, mediation witl be a bargain. It will save your client
and our over-crowded court system time and money.

=T o B . . a s
Thomas W. Crockett practices in mediation and litigation,

Heix a shareholder of Watking Ludiam Winter & Stennis, B A,
433 North State Street, fackson, Mississippi; mailing address:
220 Box 427, Jackson, M8 39205.042 7: phe o} W G488
e-nitil: terockett@isvhesioe com
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by Captain Equity

tf it were a heavyweight fight being held at a glitzy Las
Vegas Hotel/Casing, the ring announcer, splendidly dressed
in his tuxedo, would step to the centor of the ring. Afiera
brief pause to heighten the effect, his exaggerated ring mas-
ter voice would boom from the huge speakers sorrounding
the giant indoor arena just oft the Vegas Strip.

“And now, ladies and gentlemen, the feature evend of the
evening.” The ringside crowd made up primarily of high
rollers and celebrities would fean forward o get a better look
as the two fighters shadow boxed away nervous energy in
Useir respeetive corners. Pay-per-view speetators i homes
and sports bars across the country and around the world
would take their cue, beer and snacks in hand, to find their
seals on couches and bar steols in anticipation of the cubmi-
nation of months of hype and promation.

“Let’s get ready to rumble!™

The erowd would roar with approval as the bome audis
ence would collectively haoist their Nited beer mugs o the
event, now only moments away.

“In this corner, fighting oul of Baghdad, [eaq, the Tigris
and Huphrates Bully Boy and Unanimously Elected Baath
Party Champion - Saddam “Mustard Gas™ Hussein”

As the Traqi President danced to the center of the ring
amidst conseripted braqi apphuse and Kurdish and American
boos, his beret wearing Republican Guard handlers would
colfectively five assault vitles inta the air

“And in this corner, fighting out of Crawtord, Texas, by
way of the District of Columbia, here is the Leader of the
Free World and defending Heavyweight Champion of Right
over Wrong, President George “The W. Stands TFor Whup The
Evii 1oers’ Bush.

The annowncenent would be greeted by a swrge of good
ole boy cheers and lew French hecklers while nervous Dean-
Sharpton Democrats would sit on their hands saying nothing.

As the grim-faced President, decked out in red, white and
blue trunks and his siguature turquoise necktic, swaggered to
the center of the ring, his handlers Dick Cheney and Don
Rumsfeld would surely fire ol tiny smart bombs and minia-
ture eruise missites which would take out the Turkish Celtee
Kiosk and the Hummus Stand in the Food Court.

Finally, the referce, wearing a biue ULN. Peacekeeping
helmet would nod to the scorckeeper to sound the betl that
wounld start the Tight.

And 50 you ask, what would happen next(? The answer is |
really don’t know. Nobody does. Ttis St. Patrick’s Day as this
1s being writlen and we are only days from unleashing a mili-
tary onslaught against Iraq 1o ostensibly disarm and dispose
of Saddan: Hussein. Perhaps as you read this m early April,
the answers will already be clear, but 1 sugpect not.

Instead of a heavyweight fight in Las Vegas, thisis a lio
and death proposition in which Iragis and Americans will
undoubtedly be kitled. Win or Tose, it will most probably
spawn inore terrovist attacks here and abroad. So, is it worth
it? s war necessary? Are the legitimate national security

inerests of America and much of the rest of the workd really
at slake? Based on the evidence, the answers are probably yes
in cach instance. Time will tefl, But whatever the outcome,
the world 15 uniikely. to ever be quite as sate as it is on St
Patrick’s Day 2003 before the first nyissile is lred, belore the
farst person's life is lost.

As many war profesters argne, why open Pandora’ box in
the Middle Fast? The answer can be traced to one of Saddam
Hussein's chitling reflections on Gull War 1. According to
the lragi leader, lus biggest mistake a decade or so ago was
in attacking Kuwaif before he had nuclear weapons. Had it
not heen for the 1sraelt Air Force's unilateral bombing of an
fraqi nuclear reactot in 1981, Saddam would have had those
weapons a4 dozen years ago and with thern most of the
Middle East and its oil liclds masguerading as liagi
provinces, Given Hussehy's stated ambitions coupled with his
delusions of becoming & modern day Nebuchadnezzar, there
ts little doubt that the policy of containment would fail,
soouner rather than later. For an apt parallel, one need only
recall the late 1930s, Neville Chamberlain, Adoiph Hitler
and the dead that sacrificed Czechoslovakia to avoid Warld
War I1. That worked out well, dide't it?

The uncomtortable reatity tor Americans is that being
flanked by {wo occans no longer provides the sceurity it once
did. Septeinber P was a sucker punch thai will likely never
be replicated. Not so with the anthrax episode tr Washingion
a month later

Irag is kuown 1o have developed every sort of chemical
and bicdogical weapon kaown to mankind. All it would take
is for one o two suicide terrorists outfited by Iraq, infeceted
with smallpox wnd toling 2 suitcase of anthrax to enter the
United States tlegally. The damage they could polentially
cause would make the receding memory of September 11
seem like a tray of appetivers at 4 six-course meal. A poll
taken recently indicated that 88% of Americans agree.

Agsuming the case lor opening Pandora’s box is made, al
least in eyes of most Americans and the leaders of Britain,
Spain and Bulpatia, the details as to exactly how it is opened
can make ali the difference as 1o the Bush legacy and the
future of our country and the world. Tn the best-case sce-
rario, Hussein would eifhcr opt for exile or be taken out by
his ianer circle to avoid war or minimize easualties, If neither
of these two options materializes, the war must be fast and as
surgical as possible, The last thing the allies need is for 1sraet
to be drawn into the lighting or in its aflermath, to have Trag
veeupied by United States troops. Indecd, the scariest thing
about the President’s vision, who by the way won the White
House by campaigning agamst nation building, is the idea
that Jraq is primed for demacracy. A cursory reading ol his-
lory and anatysis of Middle Eastern culture would quickly
tetl anyone that the chances of turning Irag or any other Arab
country in the region into a model for Western-style-demaoe-
racy 15 naive at best, Just look at how successful democracy

cenitinved on page 1)

This is an account of an out-of-
country vacation Sylvia amd [ enjoyed
without the help ef AAA, travel agent,
tour company, cruise ling or cven the
advice ol [tiends and acquaintances,
Al arrangements were made on a tark
and within a couple of bours. On a
rainy weekend last Spring, we read an
article about problems with [requent
Ryer miles and decided to use our
Delta frequent Pyer miles before they
expired, devalued or were lost i
bankruplcy.

As Sylvia and 1 had traveled to all
of the Maritime Provinees of Canada
{MNew Brunswick, Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia and Prince Bdward
[sland) on previous occasions, we
decided to return agant 1o one of our
laveriie vacation destinations,

First, Sylvia dialed her way
(hrough Delta’s electronic tefephone
system and found a time slot for our
frequent Ayer Lickets (this is getting,
harder} and also reserved a rent-a-car
We then went to # local Comlforl Inn
and picked up one of tts worldwide
directories. Sylvia called the -800
aumber and made reservalions in
Bangor, Maine, 5t. Jalng, New
Brunswick, Trura, Nova Scotia, and
Moncion, New Brunswick, Within an
hour we had e-mait confirmation ol all
reservations, [went o the website ol
the provinees and, among other things,
obtained a schedule of the various
{orry crossings. Sylvia then made a
reservation for us and our rent-a-car
for a cressing Trom St John, New
Brunswick, to Dighy, Nova Scolia.
Witliin about twe hours, we completed
arrangements Tor a vacation i Canada
where, among olher benefits, the
exchange rate of the U.S. dollar to the
Canadiap dotlar is highly favorable.
About 1:1.5.

Incideatally, there are two fercy
crossings from Maine 10 Nova Scotia,
A ferry runs from Portland to
Yarmouth. It is an overnight crossing
and takes sboul twelve hours and 15
promoled as a mini-cruise witl state
rooms, gambiing and Fine dining. A
day trip of about six hours goes from
RBar Harbour to Yarinouth.

A Do-It-Yourself Vacation

by John Land McDavid

New Brimswick and Nova Scotia
arc geographically and topographicaity
cxlensions of Maine, with miles of
beautiful shorelines and extensive
evergreen forests omshore. The most
unique feature of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotiz are the tides by the Bay of
Fundy, the highest in the world,
between forty and [ifiy fect. The tides
are a popular allraction at various
sites.

In Moncion, New Brunswick,
which is located upriver [rom the Bay
of Tundy, when the tide goes out, the
river basin is totally drained ol water.
When the tide comes in, it comes i as
a solid wave of waier from about one
foot to three feet high with a greal
rushing sound. Bleacher seats are set
up on the river bank for viewers, For
pighttime tides, floodlights come on to
fight up the river basin. The night
Sylvia and | were there on a previous
visit a light rain was falling, vet the
bleachers were filled. I was an amaz-
g sight, botl: enshore and in the tiver,
Out on the street, the oity maingaing an
cleetronic sign which displays the
exact time of tides to assist spectators,

I Truro, Nova Scotia, the tide
phenomena is ditferent. “The river bed
does not drain compictely. Willy cach
incoming lide, 4 solid wave of water
comes in over and on top of the water
alvcady on the river. You have to sec it
to believe it. On the late afternoom
Sylvia and [ were there, the river bank
was crowded with viewers.,

Al 56 John, New Brunswick, are
the Reversing Falts Rapids, where,
when the tide comes in, (e river rung
in reverse across an arca of rapids and
literally flows in reverse.

It addition to tides, the Maritime
Provinces are a seafood Tover's delight.
We enjoyed lobsier, scallops, halibue,
haddock, salmon and cod, all al rea-
sonable prices.

The Mariaime Provinges are pre-
dominately rural. The urban areas con-
gist of several medium-sized towns,

It is what Fimagine Middie-America
looked fike in the 1920% with well
maintained Victorian homes still
fived in next to downtown arcas. In
the country, beautiful white wounden
churches are focated every few miles.

The Maritime Provinees, along
with easlern Canada, weve {irst settled
by the French. Then the British
deteated the French, After the
American Revolution, many Loyalists
moved to Canada. As a result, there is
a diversity of nationalitics and cul-
tures. Some towns are French speak-
ing witl suranames i the phonebook
almost identical to those in Lalayette,
Eouistana. Other towns are predomi-
naicly Scofeh, Ivish or even Basque.
O various trips, Sylvia and [have
attended Scottish highiland games, an
Irish festival and in Sheticamip, Nova
Scotig, 4 comedy/musical review
entively in French, on (he toose plot
that Evangelise returned 1o Nova
Seotia to find her bridegroom Gabriel,
with [iddles, puitars, singing, dancing
and skits, In the back of the hall,
chowder and beer were on sale. We
did not understand 2 word being said
or sung, but enjoyed every minute,

In many ways, it reminded us ol a
Saturday night we speat at Mulate's in
Breaux Bridge, Lovisiana, As for the
Loyalists, in newspaper {eature stories
continued on page [0

SHARED OFFICE SPACE
WANTED

Sole Practitioner Looking to share office space and
equipment. Shared staff a plus.

Call 969-7777. Ask for Richard.
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Smart Bombs

by Luke Dove

in the alteemath of September 1, 2001, neo-conserva-
tives finally convinced an American president to adopl the
policy of “preemption”. This doctrine holds that the
Prestdent may identify perceived threats to our salety or
sovereignty and order a pre-emptive military respouse. [Uis
ne fonger necessary for another siate to have actually imtiat-
ed, engaged in or even threatened a hostile act, As President
Bush explained, it would be “suicide™ to wait for an attack,
Thus, on the perception of threat, we preemptively attacked
Irag,

We are now fighting the first war in American history to
lave been condemued by the Pope. We call if a war of libera-
tion. But the living voice of liberation, Nelson Mandela, calls
if a war of domination. There is a vast diflerence of opinion
about this war and its ultimate cost to America and the world.
Only two things are certain: milifary victory is assured and
anti-American/anti-war protests have occurred on all seven
confinents. (Small peace protests were held at & resenrch
station on Antarctica).

There is no guestion bat that we must semove non-con-
ventional weapous w/'kfa “weapons of mass destruction” from
the hands of a tyrant, But how, and at what cost? Well, the
war has begun and, by Lhe standacds of wars, it will be short.
Fhe debate abeut whether to go to war is over. Now we must
address future policics.

O Sepiember 11 {nole the date), 1773, ina leiter fo a
friend, Benjamin Franklin wrote: “There never was a good
war ar a bad peace” But America lost patience with diplo-
macy. America decided very early that a war in fragq would be
a “good” war.

Pre-cmptive war became feasible as a result ol the devel-
apment of bombs guided by global positionmg sateliites and
lascrs. These “smiart” bombs or “precision munitions” as the
military now prefers to call them, greatly reduce “collateral
damage”, otherwise known as televised images of maimed
civilians, of burning homes and places of worship, and of
crying moethers holding dead babies. Smart bombs, we
belicve, also reduce the risk ol thousands of American casu-
alties. Smart bombs make war a TV spectator sport. We can
watch fireball cxplosions but we don’t have to see dying
civilians,

Without smart bombs, America would not have launched
war against [rag beeaose the degree of the threat in the eyes
of the public would not have justified nmssive civilian casu-
alties. # just woulde't sell very well to slaughier thousands
of Traqi citizens in order 1o liberate them. Civilion casualties
would also cast this ag a war against Muslims. But we do
have smart bombs, and so we can atéack “the regime™ and nol
the peopie of Iraq.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, America’s
military might came to make right, or so the theory goes. As
superpower of the free, America indends to reshape the world
1o defeat international terrorism. 1n the “war on terror”,
Ainerica will impose order, demaocracy and social justice by
the force of arms; in particular by smart bombs, Demacracy

will fly into kraqg on the wings of Tomahawk missiles.

But some belieye pre-emplive war actually makes
America the major threat to world peace. Some believe pre-
emplive war will ke Anrerica less secure. Seme belicve
the danger is that our teaders will recalt how well we used
sthart bombs i [raq and order our military to use them again
in anether pre-empiive war, This may be a grave mistake.

Az | listen to Defense Secrctary Rumsfeld pronounce the
certainty of success, 1 am reminded of a cold atternoon ia
Washington, D.C. 1 was staindig by the Victnan: Memorial
looking for the namces of young men [ had known years ago;
young men who died as soldiers in the most decorated
American military unit since the civii war, As 1 scarched, |
also reftected on a confession made by another Seeretary of
Defense thirty years after these young men gave their lives.
The war in Victnam, said Robert MceNamara, had been “a
mislake™. So sorry.

Perhaps America will have to fight other pre-emptive
wars to sccure peace in the 2 Est centory. But such wars, like
Vietnam, may also be a mistake unless we come to regard
pre-emptive military action not as our first or second choice,
not even as ow third choice, but as truly the very last resort,
A pre-cmptive military response, like a nuctear weapon, must
be employed only when absolutely and finally necessary.
Pre-emptive wars should never replace diplomacy, no matier
how stow, and strong and steady alliances, na matler how
frustrating, as the center and focus of our national policy.

Smart bombs cannot substitute tor smart policies, let’s
pray that cur political leaders become as smart as our bombs.
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Evening Honoring
the Judz’ciary

Mike St Ve,
Conferenee

Commissioner of the
and Forme- Judge, wil

,S'ou!!fca.wem
, be the Speaker
ﬁmmday, May 15, 2003 o

at The O] Capitol Inn

226 North State Styeer

Reception ar 6.3 0 p.m,
Dinner ar 73¢9 p.m.

Special Guests:
Rankin County

: Hinds, Madison ane
State and Foglor,
Federal Jyd, S

HCBA Committee Preference Survey

Commitees are vital to the programs and activitics of the HCBA. Commitiee effectiveness depends on the selection of inter-
ested, experienced, and eapable members, Bay conmittee work is an excelient way to do your part in promoting the profession.
Committees meet regobarty and a free hunch is provided. Please assist us by completing the questiomnaire and returning it by
May 1, 2003,
Stuart (. Kruger
President-licct

L. Tam interested in serving on the following committees (indicated in order of preference):

Bench & Bar Relations MNewsletter Fditortal Board

... Black Lawyer Involvement Program

_________________ Small Firm Practice

____ Budget & Finance

__ Bylaws Soctal

___________________ Comimunity Grant Projeet o Women in the Profession

Golf Tournament

Suggested New Conimitlees:

Law Related Education

Library

.. Membership

2. Fam willing fo chair the foilowing commitiees:

Name

Firm/Ageney .

Address

City _ State Zip

Telephone {(Business) ..o . Residence

Imait Address

Muil to: Patricka Evans, HCBA Exceulive Director, 151 E, Griffish Street, Jackson, MS 30201, or Emal: pevans@gme.cdu




Technolagy advances al an increas-

ing rate. Previously we have

© addressed tssues as to how long
= you should keep a computer and

2 whether o upgrade. Evenr so, today s com-
puters ave better built than ever. However, thore is

voing to be a ttime when vou absolutely need a new PC. With thanks

e Kim Komando of Microsoft Central, here ave three sigas that you

need 4 new one:

. Assuning you have a sound card and speakers, il you
happen to hear Becthovens “luce Ehise”™ ov Disney’s It a Small
Small Workl” vou're getting o verbal diagnostic that the microproces-
sor of the Fan has [ailed or is about to fail. 1 also may mean that there
15 a prablem with the power supply. 2 it is as stmple as a Fan, you cah
actually replace it yourselF for less than twenty (520.00) dollars, But
shnple diagnostics and replacing the power supply can cost 1wo hun-
dred (5200.00) doliars or more. U you hear only a couple of noles on
slarlup you may have time, but if you cegularky ear the music 1%
e e do sometling about i, :

2. When you start your competer, if your gel o sonnd siilar 1o 4 cat
squealing or il you get 4 message such as “Drive C: could not he
found,” this is mdicative ol g hard drive probliem. Rebooting s youor
hest tial action, but iF you have not backed up your data do so al
this e, { More on thas Tater) 10t s the hard drive, new ditves are
refatively ingxpensive and your data can be transterred, but again that
may cost bwe hundred dotlars (200,06} or more.

17105 a BIOS problem, you can if you are even somewhat techni-
cally proficient, “flash™ the BIOS yourself, Tn general, if your com-
puter is two or more years old, 4 new one 18 likely to be less expensive
than your time and troulde plus the cost ol tepawr of ithe old one.

3. Your computer won't handle Windows X or corlain soltware
applications. While there may he contliciing versions, Windows XP
takes reliability to a new level, H you remember Windows U3 and s
trequent crashes, XP is vequestionably more reliable. However, XP
reguires a more powerful microprocessor and more memory than
Windows 93, Windows 98 or Windows MP1f you go o the Microsofl
web site, Upgrade Advisor will check your compulers compaiibility
withoul relaining any personal inlormation. ¥ youw're running
Windows 2000, the upgrade is not as crucial,
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On Computing

by Joet Howell

Disposing of an okd PC? Al compulers have toxic materials and
disposal of your old PO is a matter worlh cousidering briefly. First,
you need (o getall the data off your hard drive. Frasing the date and
lormatling the drive is not sulficient. You necd to use a utility. Two
free ones are Autoclave and Eraser, which Google will take you 1o
eastly cuoogh, Symantees Systenm Works {$99.95 retail) includes
Wipe Info. Aller you've disposed of the data, one option is i charita-
ble donation; there are’ numerous opporlunitics in Jackson. A final
opiton s to trade it in. Gateway, which has a tocal office here in
Jackson, and Dett both accept trade-ing, IBM and Hewtett Packard
affer reeyeling, and Apple elams ils parts arc engineered to be
reeyelable.
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Komando alwe offers backup considecations that £ail hand in hand
with epgrading or replacing your present compler.

First, your shonld have a regadar plan for data backup. This takes
far less space than the applications. Obviously, you should retain your
apphcations for reinstatiution it needed, but data backup can he readi-
Iy done to Zip or Jaz drives.

in addiion (o backing up vour data, you particalarly need to keep
your Registey backed up, Most backap programs allow you to back up
the Repistry automatically. I not, you can casily do it manually.
Hlere's how:

- Click Start > Run,

Ia the box, enfer “regedit” (without the quotes). Click OK.

- In the Registry, click File = Export {for Registry ™ Export Begistry
File i Windows 983, Navigaie to your backup medinnm.

- Nume the file and click Save.

Keep a copy of any backup aff=site in case of absolute disaster.
Yaur best media chaices for backup are tape drives, Jaz and Zip dri-
ves, Tape drives will be your most expensive media, but with DV Dy
decreasing rapidly in prive snd recordable anes available, DVDs or
Chs are excellent choices. Most Cs will hold up 1o 700 mepabyies
while DVDs will hold 4.7 gigabyles.

Another choice 18 an imternal or extoenal bard drive. I you have »
large operation RALL {Redundant Arcay of fnexpensive Disks), drives
can be set up so (hat one drive mirrors another and, in e event of the
failure of one, the systern uses the other until the bad drive is
replaced, Finally, there are a number of online backap services avail-
able, but this option is best considered only il you have Ingh speed
access; doing so by dial up sceess may hterally take hours,
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Quesitions or commaents? Send cmail to

LEGAL RESOURCES, INC,

Professional Staffing
Solutions Since 1994

{601) 981-1606

(800) 481-0330 Contact

www.legalresources.com
1675 Lakeland Dr. Suite 306 Jackson, M5 39216

LEGAL RESOURCES, INC.

Mississippi’s only full service legai staffing company

Attorney Services Division
Experienced Contract Attorneys — Long & Short Term Assignments
Partner & Associate Placement

v Mergers & Acquisitions/Firm Expansion

Legal Support Division
Legal Secretaries, Paralegals, Receptionist, Clerks
Temp, Temp to Perm, and Permanent Placement

Holly Ratcliff, JD - Contract Attorney Services
Alan Lange - Partnier & Associate Placernent / Mergers & Acquisitions
Ann Lacey - Legaf Support Staff Services

GOLF OUTING JUST FOR LAWYERS

(Al Lawyers and fudges in Hinds, Rankin & Madison Counties are eligible.)

11th Annual

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION and
JACKSON YOUNG LAWYERS

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Thursday, May 22, 2003
Shotgun Tee Off: 1:00 p.m.
Hamburger/Chicken Buffet 12:00 noon

Annandale Golf Course (Soft Spikes Required)

All proceeds from the tournament will go to the
MISSISSIPPI VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

4 Person Scramble*®

Limit 116 Persons

COST ONLY $125 Per Player includes Lunch and Post-Tournament Cocktail Party

REGISTRATION FORM
DEADLINE, MAY 6, 2003

Name Your Handicap_

Address Team Members

Phone

FEach competing 47 st have a combined handicap of at least 40 or mote with only 1 member having a handicap ol 10 or less,

Must send check with registration, and checks should be payable to: Hinds County Bar Association,

c/o Debra Allen, 812 N. President Street, Jackson, MS 39202. For more information calt, Debra at 353-0001.
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Captam Eq llfty condined from page 4

lias been in Russia, a cullure shaped by centuries ol czarist
rule followed by 70 vears of dovunation by its surrogate, the
communist party. Even today, the Russian people [oadly recall
mass murderer Uncle Joe Stalin as the last puy whe could
bring erder to their now “democratic” country, which s today
plagucd by organized crime and governmental corruption,

The hest possible approach for post war Traq is 1o have
LN, troops from Arab countries help bridge the gap between
Gulf War 11 and a new, more representative reghne made up
of iraqis, democratic or nol.

And then there is the cost of the war and the aftcrmath.
The ULS. economy s already on the skids, the Treasury 15
barely atloat on a sea of red ink, and Congress has yet to
appropriate one extra penny for any of what is aboul transpire.

[ my view, based on everything we know, the United
States and its fow allics are faced with an isupossible choice.
We can’t afford not to fake action in Iraq. Simultancously, it
ts quite apparent (hat the cost is cleacly prohibitive both in
terms of dalfars and warld stability,

What hangs in the balance? Everything, Wha,thu or not

o

CGeorge W, Bush tollows his father as a one-term President will
largely depend on how carchully and skillfully Pandors’s Box is
opened. Recall President Bush’s father was backed by a world-
wide coalition apd enjoyed a 90% approval rating and still lost
his bid for reelection because of his inattention 1o the cconomy.

Beyond politics, everything else about being an American
from ouy financial solvency to how we live and deal with the
rest of the world down to our personal safety is at stake. We
have had the tuxury of not knowing what it feels like to go to
the mall or a football game only to walk mlo a blood bath
caused by some faceless bystander drenched in hatred whe
happened to be wearing 4 concealed bell made of cight sticks
of dynamite.

| truly hope and pray things turn oul all vight and that iy
worst fears ace never realized. ['m sure the President and his
advisors do as well. To be sure, it is indeed an inpossible sit-
uation. Teres hoping that in two months | can go back and
write a colwmn argeting the legislature, mayor or sonie other
hapless public official that is mildly amusing or al least
innocuously foelish and not nearly as ominous as this ene,

John Land McDavid continued from page 3

and obvtuaries, references are still made to Loyalist orgins.
As we were leaving Canada at St Stephens, New Brunswick,
we drove past an old and faicly farge cometery, which on Hs
ron entrance arch was written “Loyalist Cemetery™.

A vacation to any of the Maritime Provinees is unforgettable
and almost as easy to arrange as one to Gull Shores, Alabama.
[t is an experience you wifl want to repeal as oflen as possible.
Endnotes
1. During cur (rips to the Maritime Provinees, Sylvia and 1
have moved about staying one to three days ineach place. Itis
my HNPression most visilors stay at one location for a week, a
month or the whole summer. I you prefer o stay at one loca-
tion and stitl visit at least three of the provinees, you might

consider Moncton, New Brunswick, 1tis a fair-sized town,
with a McDonalds where you can buy a “Mcl.obster™, and is
within casy driving distance of Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island.

2, This articic bas us lying 1o Maine and driviug into Canada.
You may [ty into Canada, but it will add to your cost in dolars
or freguent {lyer miles. Beginning in Maine has its own
advantages as Maine is a prime vacation site as well. In
addition o enjoying Bangor amd retarning again 1o Captain
Fack’s Restaurant, which features 2 one, (wo or three Jobster
cinner (last year the two lobster dinner was $16.93), we
enjoyed a side trip (o Bar Harbor, Maine, another famous
vacation destination.

LEGAL RESQURCES, INGC.

Professional Staffing
Solutions Since 1994

(601) 981-1606
(800) 481-0330

www.legalresources.com
1675 Lakeland Dr. Suite 306 Jackson, MS 39216

Premier Positions ~ Career Opportunities

Partner & Associate:
Commercial Litigation
10+ yrs exp for partner/ book a plus but Excellert academics required.
not required. Assoc. 4+ yrs exp. Top
10-20% of class. Progressive firm w/
top of market compensation scheme.

v Lateral Associate

New firm expanding in Jacksorn: growth
positions for associate w/ 3-6 yrs
employment faw experience including
litigation. Aggressively compstitive salary
for top of ¢lass candidate.

For confidential inquiry contact: Legal Resources, Inc., 601-881-1606
Alan Lange :

VP Business Development President
alan@legalresources.com

Staff Attorney / Flex Time
Min 3 yrs litigation experience.

Full benetits provided.

New Regional Firm

Coming ta Jackson

Seeks 3-10+ person group w/
commercial litigation / med mal/ book:
Partneris) w/ bankruptcy book: 2-4 yrs
exp. lateral assoc.

Jane Sanders, Esqg.

jane@iegalresources.com

LEFOLDT RSN M)

CERTEFEEEY PERLLIC ACCOLUNTAN S

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to vour need
for professional excetlence from vour accounting experts.
Our services clude  expert witness  testimony  at
depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing
experts,  consultation  on  itigation  options  and
approaches, support during the discovery  process,
damage analysis and review, investigative auditing,
forecasting  of  cconomic  losses, fraud  aodits, asset
searches and tracing of funds.

690 Towne Center Rlvd B Post Office Box 2848 B Ridgeland, MS 39158 B (601) 956- 2374
145-B Main Strect 3 Post Ollice Box 263 8 Biloxi, MS 39533 8 (228} 435.7903

14




MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW
LIBRARY HOURS

REGULAR TABRARY HOURS
Monday - Thursday 7:30 aam. - midaight
Friday 7:30 aam, - 6200 pam
Satarday 9:00 a.m . - 900 pan.
Sunday noan - midnight

EASTER
Friday, April 18 900 2.m. - 500 p.ox.
EXAM SCHEDULE (May 2 - May 14)
Monday - Friday 730 aan. - midnight
Saturday 900 a.m. - midnight
Sunday noon - midnight

Howrs gre sihject to chunge without notice.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
iStE. Griffith Street
Juackson, MS 39201

FIRST CLASS

First Chass Mail
1.5, Poslage
PAID
Juckson, MS




President’s Column
by Stuart Kruger

The locus of the Hinds County Bay
Association ("HCBA"Y) is to provide
quality services 1o our mentbers and
to the community. We strive to include all perspectives
in aur leadership and in every aspect of the HCBA.
Sinee service to our membership is and has been a
highly successtul part of our mission, | have chosen
to focus on community service for this vear, In the
last newsletter, 1 briefly addressed the Community
Cirant Project, which we established last year. An
article was presented in ihat newsletter explaining the
Community Grant Project in more detail. [ also
introduced the new project focusing on the elderly,
which we will implement this yvear. More detail will
be presented in later newsletters regarding this project.
Appearing clsewhere in this newsletler is an article
about the One Jackson One Book Project in which we
are involved.

The focal point for this article is on our involvenent
with the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project
“MVLDP™, Ten years ago, we started an annual goll
tousrnament to provide our miembership with an
opportunity for an afternoon of fun and fellowship.
Our imitzal goal was to create an atmosphere, which
fostered the development of personal relationships

== HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

AUGUST 2003

within our membership. Aside from the inevitable
fudging of handicaps, impermissible foot wedges, and
pencil-whipping of score cards, which any reasonable
person wouldd expeet when 120 awyers compete lor
anything, the tournament has been a raging Success in
promoting this goal.

In 1996, we decided to incorporate the community
service component into the golf tournament. At that
ime, we ba,g:,dn to focus an equal amount of our
eftorts on raising money for a worthy cause. We
selected the MV as the recipient of the fund raised
through the tournament, Since that time, we have
donated some 364,000 1n much-needed funds 1o the
MVLE This money has been utitized to offset fosses
from major funding sources and to defray costs of
operating the Legat Line, a free cali-in service for the
general public to obtam basic legal information.
Legal Line handles from ten to twelve thousand calls
annually. The funds also have been utilized to provide
services in cases where Legal Services has a conflict,
i addition, the MVLP has defrayed the costs of the
Stewpot Legal Clinig, a project where volunteer
lawyers donate their time every Tuesday at Stewpot to
provide counsel and advice 1o participants.

contined o e 3

HCBA LUNCHEON MEETING

Tuesday, August 19, 2003
£20.00 for Luncheon and CLE (Ethics Hour)

Capital Club 11:30 a.m,
CLE Program Presented by: Luther Munford




August 19, 2003
HGCBA Membership Meeting
& One Hour CLE Ethics.
11:30 a.m, Capital Ciub

October 21, 2003
HCBA Membership Meeling.
Noon. Capital Club

December 4, 2003
HGBA Christmas Party.
5:30-7:00 p.m.

Old Capitot inn

february 17, 2004
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club

Aprif 20, 2004
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Glub

T

Dear Bditor;

lohin Maxey’s letter Lo the editor and ("‘aptdin Equity’s article, “Crime, Cultare
and Family™ (H/CBA News, June 2003) offér opportunitics {or agreement, rebuttal
and synthesjzing.

Maxey, my frequent honorable nppum,n at the bar and fult time Democrat,
checks in with gloom and doom predictions umu:i ning the war in Iraq and with
what he deseribes as a policy of” pl(,‘i.,]'l‘lpi]{]]] Posing a number of rhetotical
questions concerning our country’s actions in brag, he condemns that achon as a
“sharp turn in American forcign policy” and predicts that “undesirable international
conseguences”™ will flow from that action,

Captain Equity, in the same issue, speaks of the astonishing rise in major
cvime in Jackson and of the fear and trepidation of Jackson citizens. The Captan
reports that the City ol Jackson police chief deseribes this situation as a “matter
of perception” and points out the inconsisteney between the chiel’s analysis and
those who have been physical and financial victims ot their “perception,”

1 ([utl time Republican) ofter the tollowing comments. First, il is argnable
whether the war in lraq is/was actually a preemption event. Frankly, given the
Iragi regime’s support of Al Quaeda and other terronist activities {mcluding its

an] such as the infamous 9711 attacks, whatever the action may be called, it was,

in the final analysis, effective, That there is abways cost, both in terms of money
and international criticism, is a part of existing in this world, For me, 1 would
gladly suller the criticism of France et al in exchange {or the seeurity of this great
nation and ifs citizens. France’s coneern is not for the ULS,

It seems, therefore, that the chief of police of Juckson, on a much smaller
seale, could learn some lessons from this, adopt the policy that Maxey condemns
and strike against ceume n the city of Jackson. Of course. there would always be
the inevitable “nay sayers™ whose daily existence is dominated by worry over
criticism from the New York Times, Los Angeles, Vermont and Massachusetts,
but. at least the citizens of Jackson woukl be safe and sound. st that, atter all,
his job?

Whether one calls it “preemption™ or “plain horse sense.” 'm Tor it. What is
there to debate ubout preempting suicide bombers, murderers, thicves., car jackers,
rapist and other form of local andl nternational terrorism?

M. Curtiss McKee

The University of Mississippi is in the process of
assessing its nickname, logo and other symbols to make them
contemporary. The Untversity has employed a New York
Firm to assist and intends to invite its students, alumni
and others to offer suggestions for making its symbols
inoffensive and appropoate tor the 219 century. 1 ofter the
following suggestions to solve alt of the Universily’s concerns
excepl one. : : .

Buttercup, oenothera speciosa, is a beautifut, inoffensive
flower with a pleasant fragrance indigenous to Mississippi
which grows wild throughout the state, it has been the
inspiration of poets with Robert Browning writing;

A will be gay when noontide avwakes anew
The buttercups, the little children's dower.

Also, the buttercup has no plantation connotation as
do, for example, the magnodia, jasmine and horeysuckie,

stylui clmhu, is updalc(i l}y a timeless §030 consisting of
two buttercup blossoms on a background of buttercup leaves
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(800} 481-0330

www.legalresources.com

1675 Lakeland Dr, Suite 206 Jackson, MS 39216

LEGAL RESOURCES, INC.

Mississippi’s only full service legal staffing company

Attorney Services Division
Experienced Contract Attorneys — Long & Short Term Assignmenis
Partner & Associate Placement
Mergers & Acquisitions/Firm Expansion

Legal Support Division
tegal Secretaries, Paralegals, Receptionist, Clerks
Temp, Temp te Perm, and Permanent Placement

Contact
Holly Ratcliff, JD - Contract Attorney Services
Alan Lange - Partner & Associate Flacement / Mergers & Acquisitions
Ann Lacey - Legal Support Staff Services

within a circle of alphabet Tetters which spells “Peace™ lour
times. :

red, i;;l(i_l_l;on‘_xl_iy z\ymb{_)llg ui mya}ty and the h__u 0iC bhuidm g
of blood itrbattle, are changed to the less patrician colors
of the bu'i'_{'(;:z_‘cilpépa'l'e pink and yel]{)w.

AR

the outlit for lhb ne i.leld mdsu){, which mdy b(_, worn l}_y
male or female, will be a costume which resembles the
stem of a buttercup, with leaves at the top and crowned by

when exuberance is appropriate, “Loving Buttercups” The

Solutions for Ole Miss

by John Land McDavid

A farge foam rubber buttercup blossom. The new field
mascet will be called “The Buttercup.”

the (.,-hl,{}i iaulltatmh ( ”(,ht,ulcadu:, is ctlso ot for bungJ
too authoritative sounding) wilt not cheer or be demonstrative:
in any way when the Universily of Mississippi team scorés
points or makes a good move. To do so might offend the
apposing tean, More haportantly, it might indicate -
University fans consider their team better than the 0p'pm1éii£’<;
team. When, however, the opponent’ team scores pulnh m N
makes a gjnod move, The Buttercup and the P
C hc,(,lldc,:htdlms will stand on their tiptoes and, wzth _
palms close to chest, clap vigorously while saying, (10
“Go”, “Go”. Such game conduct will show people i in’

New Ymk and California that University u[ \’[l"u‘al‘ﬁi]’)pl

Lms ave real nice.

Schaol Yell, The farncus “Hotty Tolty?” revered by Sudents
and alumni as the most defiant, profane and nonsensical -
yell in the history of college yells, is discarded in favor
of the more sensitive “Buttercup Yell,” as follows: E

Buttercups love our opponents so much,
We don 't fight and we don 't fuss.
If they prefer to win,
Aty alright with us.
Y(.!a, Br.‘tz‘f.'.f'{?eép._\‘f

" Let’s see where we are now. The nickname. li}g{).

“sehool colors, ficld mascot, game conduct and school yt,ll

prohlc,ms are solved. This takes care of ali of the i
Um\fuﬂlty % concerns except one. Low to persuade a0
six-foot-seven-ineh, 285-pound all-state tackie 1o ‘;IQ,I} -
Jetter of intent {o p]ay for the Loving Buttercups.

contined fron pogre

Numcrous members ol the HOBA have donated
significant time and cffort to the MVLEP Jay Jacobus,
Alex Alston, Sheldon Alston, Steve Orlansky, Terry
Williamson, Philip Thomas, Angelo Ddamico, Carlton
Reeves and Gee Ogletree, among others, have
received recognition al the State Tevel for their out-
standing contributions to the MVLE Of the roughly
1800 tawyers stalewide who participate in the project,
approximately 25% to 30 % are [rom the Jackson
Metro Area.

Our members also have served as faculty for the
MVLI continuing legal education scominars, participated
1 fundraising, and provided actoal representation to
gualified reciplents i court. Additional opportunities
include mentoring the less-experienced lawyers,
representing childeen and adulis in youth court cases

and S8 cuses, drafting manuals for volunteers and
community cducation brochurcs, and tcaching pro se
divoree clinics held menthly in Hinds County, The
greatest need at this time is in the arca of Family faw.
For those of us who are not specialists tn this arca, the
MVLP continuing legal education seminars are
available for you. The seminars provide sufficient
training for vou to handle these cases. This is a great
opporiunity to train younger lawyers and provide them
with early courtroom experience.

service to the conmmunity is not only a vital focus
of our organizalion, but it is a signilicant aspect ol cur
profession as a whole. | encourage you to dedicate
your time, talents, and resources to assisting those in
nced in our community through participation in the
MVLEP and the other projects suppm ted by the HCBA.
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Golf Tournament Sponsors

The Hinds County Bar Association and the fackson Young Lawyers want to thank the foliowing sponsors
for thesr support in making the 2003 Golf Tournament such a success.

HOLE SPONSORS
Adams & Regse
Allen & Conway
Armstrong, Allen, Prewitt, Gentry,
Johnston & Holmes
Baker, Doncdson, Bearman & Caldweidl
Baria, Fyke, Hawkins & Stracener
Barnes, Broom, Dallas
and Mel.cod, PLLC
Bennetl, Lotterhos, Sulser & Wilson
Irumini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes
Brooks Court Reporting, Ine.
Butler, Snow, (Fivara, Stevens &
Cannada, PLLC
Capitol Copy & Imaging
Copeland, Cook, Taylor & B3ush PA
Craig Hesler Loke & Dodson
Danicl, Coker, Horton & Bell
Dogan & Wilkinson
First Commercial Bank
Forman, Perry, Watkins, Krutz & Tardy
Fox-Everett Inc.
Frazer Davidson PA
Gore Kilpatrick Purdie Melz & Adcock
Graphic Reproductions
Hareis Geno & Dunbar
Kelly, Gautt & Healy
Eeyves Bryson & Piazea
Markow, Walker & Reeves

LUNCH SPONSOR
Holman Jaguar, Audi,
Volkswagon

EAGLE SPONSORS
Stewart Title
Thomson-West

BIRDIE SPONSORS
BancorpSouth
BellSouth Telecommunications,
{nc.

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi
Don Evans Law Firm
Entergy Mississippi Inc.
Gilsbar, Inc.

Koerber Turner Wottord & Co.
Land America
Legal Resources, Inc.
Lexis - Nexis
Nevada Bobs

- Where the road

ntroducing the New 2004 XJ8.

HOLE SPONSORS
Maxey Wann PLEC
MeGilinchey, Statford
Miller Hamer 11all
Mississippi College Schiool of Law
MUSOL Alumni Association
Mockbee, Lall & Drake
Attorney General Mike Moore
Obert Law Group, PA.

On & Purdy
Page, Eiuger & Hotland
Phicips Dunbar, £1.P
Pigott Recves fohnson & Minor
Rhoden Lacy Downey & Colbest
Steen Dalehse Pace
Stevens & Ward
Stewart Sneed Heowes
Trustmark National 3ank
Upshiw, Willians, Bigpers, Beckham
and Riddick
Watkins & Lager PLLC
Watkins & Jernigan
Waiking, Lodlam, Winler & Stennis, PA
Wells, Marble & Hurst
Wells, Moore, Siamons & Hubbard
Williford, McAllister & Jacobus
Wise, Carter, Chitd & Caraway
Wright Law Firm

to luxury begins.

With ity sleek sivle and special handling,
this car sells itself,

it will make you feel pood inside!

2003 XK&
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The Maple-Linder-Equity Five Point Problem Solvmg_, Plan

hy Captain Equity

Pocr Flarvey Johngont Tt scems as if the Mayor has more
problems confronting him than Democrats who want to be
President. Crime, Police neptitude, Urban Blighe,
Anncxation Woes, Infrastructure Development Projects Way
Behind Schedute, Middle Class Flight to the Suburbs,
Kenneth [ Stokes, Dale Danks - aud thats just for openers.
What is (he wmayor of the Bold New City (o do? Well, never
fear, Caplain Eguity is here with a sure fire, low-cost, form
over substance solution. Think of it as a proactive, semanlic
“Iride Ride™ without the air-conditioned bus and the three-
motercycle police escorl. 1 think that all of you readers out
there with a stake in Mississippi’s Capital City will quickly
conclude that Jackson’s seennngly intractable probiems can
he solved faster than the Police Chiel can say, “Five Point
Clan™ by adepting my positive, action-oriented approach.
I'm just sorry ¥ eouldn™t (1 the word teadership in somewhere,
hut then, that’s why 1 not the mayor,

First of all, following the lead of the mayor, no probfem
solving plan is worth its salt in this own 1F 10 doesn’t have a
name and is not accompanied by a nbbou cutting and an
cditorial cartoon by Marshall Ramsey in Fhe Clavion Ledger
I am confident that the mayor has stockpiled thousands of miles
of ribbon and knows where to find his oversized ceremonial
“ribhon cutling scissors.” As for the cartoon, | will be c-mailing
this to Marshall Ramsey later this moming. That leaves the
name, Hmmnt [kaow, let’s call it the Mapie-Linder-Fquity
Five Point Problem Solving Plan. The fact that it doesn't have
five points 18 apparently of no concern these days i you can
[munch a war apainst rag to capture Weapons ol Mass
Destruction and stop Saddan’s nuclear weapons program
even when it appears that neither existed. The key is (o divert
public attention by demonizing everything French along with
skamming the 1hxic Chicks while tapping Toby “Ford Truck
Man™ Keith to be our mandatory afriotic Ambassador at
lLarge. [ the problem persists, mercly say “my bad™ and
blame it on the ClA. Scens to work like a chamm, at least so
iar, but | digress,

Now that we have a name for the plan, fets do the
unthinkable here within the city imits of Tackson and consider
the substance. In the words of Ross Perat, *10s real simple,
see. We just need o get under the hood and clean out the
barn.” 1 mean, who can argue with that?

of government}, as a blighted, enme and corruption infested
urban sore that wotild be worthy of the Third World.

This is just not true. A more apt deseription of much of
downtown Jackson from Farish Street to the gnee proud fron
Horse Restaurant would be “Ancient Ruing” Farish Street
from Amite 1o Griffith looks just like Venice without the
water, Flanking this dusty, abandoned canal are bombed out
buildings that look a tot like Rome after the glory days. More
ruing ace evident on Milt Sircet as one approaches the derelict
King Edward that towers cenly over the workerless Union
Statton - - huermodel Trmsportation Hub that sits alone waiting
day afier day Tor an errant Greyhound Bus or event less likely,
aconstruction crew. A hittle farther South is the lron Horse, a
memumert Lo the miracies ol arson. 1t makes one ong for the
good old days when Mouogot hordes would sack and bugn
hapless cities. And then westward and southward as far as the
eye can see is something approaching an inhabited ancient
ghost Wwn that could only be loved by an archeologist or a
location scoui for a Hollywood producer filming a remake of
The Road Warrien:

So you are asking, how can all of this be wrned into a
positive? By annexing Byram? Well, yes, that is one way, bul
nol the only way, Tustead of louting Tackson as The Bold
New Uity that js the Best of the New South, why not bill it as
the Bokd Old City - The Bighth Wonder ol the Ancient World.
The Mayor conld wear a Ronwan tunic o ribbon cuttings;
Jacksen Police Officers would be called Centurions, Their
police cruisers could be chopped in hatf and refitted as chariots.
Besides inroducing a Roman theme to law enforcement, we
could double police vehicles overnight with little additional
expense. Instead of frying to lure stale organizations for
conventions, the Chamber of Conmerce could pitch more
exotic groups like the International Society For Carbon
Dating. Foreign fourists could come to Jackson for adventure
vaeations complete with guided urban spelunking tours ol the
King Edward (hat would conciude with mead and roasted goat
at the abandoned tenth {loor Patio Club. Why, | bel we could
even atlract Federal Homeland Security doltars by dressing up
cily employees {o look like Osaia Bin Laden and Saddam
Flussein and turning them loose i the bowels of the fron
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Horse or the block of Baghdad style buildings over on barish
Streel. Random sightings by ofF duty airport screeners could
really sprice things up downtown,

And here is the econonice development elinelier, Ole Miss
conld change their name o Old Miss complete with (hetr new,
more athictic (ld Southern (Ewropean) mascol, Colone]
Sparticus. Pete Boone could then schedule the Bikes of
Rhodes Callege, Rome (GA) State and the stall at Old Venice
Pizza Company for old world football matches in Memorial
Stadium, At halliime, city oflicials could press the lions from
the lackson Zoo into serviee Tor some thrill-packed mascot
eating, Meanwhile, the Mayor could switch out the name
Memaorial Stadiomy with that of the Yellow Circus Tent
Building ever en the Fairgrounds —-stavting to get the picture
here? Thercafter, an Saturdays in the Fall, the Disney like
Colenel Sparticus mascot could cirele the track 1 his red and
blue cartoan chariog exhorting Ole Miss fans to give a hearty

Roman Cheer in lice of a Rebel Yell in its adopted home, the
renamed Capital City Coliseum. After the game, the Mayor,
Palice Chief, Chancellor Khayat and Pete Boone could al! host a
big outdoor Toga Party in Schimmel's parking lot. Togas fash-
ioned out of Contederate flags would not be atlowed. Yes, the
return of SEC football to Jackson would certainly create
an cconomic booen (or is that Boone) for everyone in the Bold
MHd City.

The only problem | see with (his winning proposal is that
given all of the other ongoing projects on the drawing board
here w Jackson, my “plan” could not possibly be scheduled
initil 2176 with a projected completion date i the early
I000s. Bat who cares, vight? 1L is not about who gets the
credit, but rather doing the right thing for the mjll reasons
(and then claiming eredit). Hey, maybe Phase Two could
include a replica of the Trevi Fountain, broken of course,
lilled with petrified catfish outside City Hall, There ave just
50 many possihilities. Whattya think, Mayor?

And so you ask, where is the barn and
exacily what needs to be cleaned oul and
how will getting under the hood help us
locate the barn in the Cirst place? Come
to think ot it, maybe (his is pact of the
reason Ross Perol was not elceted
President. Bul getting pasi al of that, the
quick answer {if you can even remewmber
the question), ts to put it bluntly,
“Stinkin' Thinkin®" For example, too
many people think that The Bold New
City is not the Best of the New South as
(he Mayor insists (hat it is. Rather, these
iabobs of negativisim who personify the Fmail- ke
evily of “Stinkin' Thickin™ would Iikely
characterize “The I™(if | may use pop
culture, short cut slang for the stale’s seat

If’ht’w ,-' mn‘c'n' Look Sor Lawyersy

GREAT ATTORNEY OPPORTUNITIES
JACKSON & THPELO
Severa] prestigious s, large and snwldl, have wmncdiate openings for:
Litigation Associntes 1 -6 yrs, experience

Sirong academies preterred. All inguiries strickly confidentiab, Contact: Kevin R, Fisher, Fsy.
wnericanlegatsearclicom  fhirget: 601-209-5684

Former HOBA President Richard
Roberts was sworn in on July 26 as the
President of the Mississippi Bar.
Richard, 2 1976 cam feanvide graduate of

Law, was HOBA president in 1994935,
le has served on the Board of
Commissioners of the Mississippi Bar
and is also @ past President ot (he
Mississippi Chapler of the Federal Bar.
He is a Master of the Bench in the
Charles Clark Chapler of the American
lnns of Court, and is listed in The Best
Lesviery in America

Before leaving for Destin and the
annual meeting of (he Misgissippi Bar,
he responded o questions from the
HCBA Newsletter,

Newsletter: What do you remember
most about your year as president of
the HCBA?

Roberts: [ remember what a pleasurc
it was to work with Pat Evans. |
remember (hinking what a privilepe it
was to serve as president and o be listed
on the same page of a program with
past presidents Fadinired so greatly.
Also, 1 remember going 1o the ABA
Leadership Conference in Chicago.
which is attended by many of the state
bar presidents and thinking about all
the things the Iinds County Bar..
Associgtion was doing which were
being done by state bar associations in
other areas. Our programs, activities,
and henefits matched wp with m;;tun_—
zations much larger than we were, and

the University of Mississippi School of

I)v Noni Joyaer

that made me very proud. Ttwasa
testimony (o the untold hours of
volunteer work by ous members,

Newsletter: When did you fivst know
that you wanted to be a lawyer?

Roberts: Actually, it was after [ had
been practicing law for a year or so.
Growing up, [ abvays wanted to be a
doctor. My freshman year at Ole Miss,
however, 1 partied hacd and studicd
little. Bven though | made good grades
after that st year, [ had preity much
torpedoed any future carcer in medicine.
1 wend (o faw school because | knew
there were 2 number of things you
could do with a faw degrec otler than
practice law. Surprisingly, { did pretiy
well in taw schoot which opened up
several nice employment options for
me when T graduated. [t took me a
couple of years to form iny own sense
of identity as a lawyer and to koow that
was what 1 wanted to do as my life's
work,

Q: 1f you had it to do over again
would you be a lowvyer?

Roberts: Absolutely. Lawyers have
more oppertunities to help people, ona
aumber of different levels, than any
other profession. People come o us
with their problems, and we have the
privilege of helping fo solve those
problems, They come o s with their
opportunitics, and we help them realize
those 0;}]m|£mn[m \a%any times the

tudgment and L‘([‘l(,l it.ﬂl.,b l(} a

peopte who come (o 4
a crisis or personad lmg.d’
1o us for help; and we b
apportunity, through oz

Roberts: The 1"ne1i n_' d i'_ff;':'i'é_z]
that graduates now liave hig
L\pu,!d{mn‘; %h'm Wit dui th

0|1p01(umm,~. lhdt are (t\f H
‘\Lh(ml gjl‘znill(ttns now
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ave highly successful, that did not even
zet job offers when they graduated From
law school 25-30 vears ago. Also, since
tlwas a “buyers market” salaries were
retatively low, and a young lawyer did
not have a lot of choice about the Lype
of practice he would do within g Tirm.
Today, we have many farge linns, several
wilh more than a hundeed lawyers who
hire several associztes cach year, The
compelition now is belween the Firms
tor the svailable associate talent.
Salarics are high and signing bonuses
are cominon, The op law graduates
can pretty much choose the type of
work they want to do. Back then,
lawyers very seldom changed (irims.
Now translers scent to be a way of live,
[t occurs to me that | sound like an old
geeser,

Q: What do yvou consider the higpest
issues facing lawyers today?

Roberis: Well, individually we face (he
same problens that any business has

day- to-day. We have fo get work in, get, §

work out, and get padd for it 5o that we
can provide for our families and
employees.

O g broader basis, | would say that
the public’s perception of our profession
15 @ major issue. lnmy view, the public
perception of lawyers is based ona lack
of knowledge and understanding about
what we do and the systeny in whicly we
operale. :

Many people have preconceived
opinions aboul lawyers and the legal
system and they have no lacts or
experiences to support their beliefs,
like the preconceived opinions some
people have about Mississipp and
Mississippians. There are many people
who have never been in Mississippi,
who dan’t even know anyone in
Mississippi, and yet have strong neyative
opinions about us. There 1s a certain
stereotypieal image of Migsissippi that
they have adopted and they are not
going to be confused with (he facts, |
think there is a similac thing going on
wilh regard to the public’s attitude toward

dé

clicnts,

(Editors Noie: Many aspects of law praciice in Mississippi
have chan ged dramatically in the fast 20 vears, This article
.'b{’s Some ¢ kw:qm encountered by larger firms, )

* Chailes Darwin discovered (hat spu,;u of hirds on the
(midpdgm Istands had (Iwnlo;n,d genetic traits which.
allowed them to evolve and survive in a changing enviroiment.
But birds ar¢ not the only orgasiisms to have evolved. Like
Darwin's bitds, law firms in Jackson are evolving to compete
and prosper in a changing fegal environment. ‘Many -
Jackson firms are no Ion%r loml’ dﬂd nuilu,r arc lhu:

Several fackson f11 ms were founded or cxpanded after

lawyers.

Fm proud to be o Mississippian and
U've triel to do what | ean to be a good
ambassador for our state, |Likewise, ['m
proud to be a lawyer and 1 vy (o be a
good ambassador for our profession. {n
my view, cach of us must think of
vurselves ag ambassadors for our
prolession. The way to change our
mage s one-on-one. As we come in
conlact with people in the day-to-day
routing ol our lives, and they find out
we are lawyers, | would hope that their
opinion of the legal profession and
lawyers would be raised and that their
negative opinions would he erased.

Of course, ong problem we have is
that our legal system i in {arge pari an
adversarial system, People tend to view
the lawyer on the opposite side of the
conlroversy as their enemy, 1% up to us
Lo do our Job in such a prolessional way
that they realize we are not the ecnemy,
we are simply representing our client
and doing it i a way that would make
them want you [or their lawyer the next
time there’s @ controversy,

Law Fzrm Evolu‘uon
' by Luke Dove '

and banking.

MeRaey

firms was also accelerated in the 1990% by coiporate mersers
< and du]msllu‘n;sm maumnu, hmlfhuuc technology, energy,

Avery bm,l tist of ;dt,k‘\()l‘l businesse

retained local law [irms inchudes: Mi
- Light, South Central Beli, Deposit Gitaranty Natiorial Rank,
. Lamar Life, Jitey Jungle, Mississippi Valley Gas,
and Chemfirst: Where are thise
have been acquired ot merged as businesses consolidate
nationatly. Thetr headquarters and exeeutives aie 0o longer
in Fackson. Af best, fackson'is only an aiitpost,

Slowly the handwriting on the wall came into fuicus.

Wiih the continued loss of local businesses, T firm

$ which formerly
sissippi Power and

businesses today? Many

centinged from page 8

banks presented both an opportunity and # challenge.

While the partiers way have believed they had the expertise
to represedl cegional banks and insurers, they also knew that
general counsel- would insist upon retaiting larger firms
with greater capabilities.  And so, a decision was made (0
merge Jones, Mackbee with Phelps, Dunbar. This merger
ultimtely resulted in the creation of one ol the first, if not
the very first, regional law firms in the southeast. While
stinatler than the New Orleans office, Phelps Dunbar in
Jackson has consistently maintained over 50 lawyers and
has been invelved in major fitigation and in significant
corporate and u)mmuual ll‘]]l‘;’lLiI{}ll‘u T hc, mmgu hax
been a suceess,

Within a fCw yum uthu New O toans firms ioiiowul
Boils McGlinchey StafTord and Adamis and Recse Lxhlbli*rhbd
Jackson offices. They recruited aind hired local fawycrs,
several of whom: h;l\(,. now become feading p‘ll{nu‘; in their
firms. Boll firms havi been very suceessfil in developing
and retaining i mmdi clichls dnd cach now has aboul 23
lawyers in Jackson, o - s

Two Memphis. fn ms, Almsimng Allcn <1nd [leu
Doncison also establishéd local offices. The Baker.
Donefson meigee has been wpmaliy sirciessful and lhu
[itox now has over:50 hw;u: in Jdci\bon i, I‘u;;c parl dug
to the sxyuflmnl ammml of litigation in MI%%I%‘;IP;)I The
tackson offlice getei: 'mm ¢ an mmi u,w,mu, than anv of
the Tennessee offices
\ion |u,cn[§y Ja(, '

Lbh\hli\hcd oﬂ’iccs mcludmg, l}ladlw 'Amnl [Ltldl
Bingham and Burr forman,. - To an extent, Birmingham
firms have opened offices in \/fl\%i‘:‘x]ppl becanse, 10
pamphmac Witlie Suitton, ih'lt s where the-money s, These
firms have corporate dnd insurance clients who are involved
issippi. litigation,  Rather than eler their clients to
_ .'lp;‘ﬁ Tirsas,. ey dcudcd to become f\‘ll‘:‘xlb%lppl o
firmg,. Flic result has been sucee »ful 101 the partnets hntlz
m Lu,kaon and Bu mmg,hazn

.I'zic'k's'o'il '

ndf. a _(mé Wa)? strcet.‘

"_-tlmd \Vlil iL;ld us. \nd \\Ily But one 1%11;1;: 13
- evolution of Tackson taw imm has ]u[ 1o inmil hlg,l
income Im lawyus

firms are nnt m}ly colonials; they arce also colmu
Butler, Snow, fong & pre-eminent Jackson firin, Ih,
(6 law yers in fdui\xun and olfices on the coas and iy
Memphis. The Memphis office now has over 25 idwycr
and serves numerous regional and national elienls
Perry, wills about 40 Iawyers in Jackson, has a Dallas’ of}l
with over 20 lawyers, Watkins, Ludlam lc,uq_ntiv opened’
(‘aﬂmm on the coust and i New Orleans. . -
The trend toward mult-state or twumdl faw firmns.
Jackson has resulted from three principal factors: the
dectine in the number of business clients I}uld{]udrtt,lui m
Jackson, the atiendanat decling in tran b iegal i

and the c,\pimmn of litigation involving frational L(}Illi}dl]ILS _
To attract nalional clients who pay Ligh tiouily tates, iaw

firms bave merged and expanded 1o have the rieces

ary".

“depth” in i(,gbd] taleat and skills to Serve a variety of client’
- diceds. Z\lihoug,}z teansaction work may have’ s

lowed: the
olving

Ihe.- r{:sult
fmd ]ch

his been an ticrease in Mississippi ltttmtlon
“u.lu()f]c]; and (,\ful ‘niernational Lomp*ml
has. been a cop rcspomimg mucase iy lch}’i]’
firms in fackson, |

. To continue. 16 altract new’ Llu,nis cmd achigve
revenines, akl fising, and ¢specially regional and multizsta
firms, piest incur higher overhead. Greater overhead, iy
g, lltCC‘;%if‘lles th'n lums leugjc l}tghu and hwhu imul})

thul oW pamuﬂar skllls \Mimnally ‘md i’ iz:(,
Taw firm motio has become: grow or die.
Aswe u)l}fempidtb iiw uolulmn n{ iaw ilrms_ it

hzz,hc -

Staff Attorney / Flex Time
Min 3 yrs litigation experience. Excellent
academics required. Full benefits provided.

Construction or Commercial Litigation Group
Opportunity to establish branch office of out of

state firm. Full support, administration, personne!
provided. Compensation scheme aggressive for

_Wm]d War 1 hy Fovyer-veferans who were fortunate,
skilltul and persistent-enough to sccure baitks, power
companics, hospitals; insurers, buginesses and retailers as
clients. Some developed insorance defense practices, As
firms added clients; assouatcs and partiers, they al)
maintained a common core. They competed tor and prospered
from legal seivices performed principadly (ot local businesses
and luldum Hmy did nothave to plan furthier than to

~aieét the immediale necds of locad clients. Jackson firms
focused on represernting Jackson businesses, The key to
growth and success was the personal lciéllonsh:ps the
p;u[n(r'» developed with focal business leaders.

- In the 1980% Congress enacted Tegislation which
allowed national banks to incraé and operale acriss state
tines. Thig led to the development of regional banks.. 1t -
also led to the emergence of fegional law firmas in the -

: N{}lllll(,d‘wl Ih(, lwmzmi and mullz Sldt(, L\'{}Illll{}ll of faw

growth meant looking beyorid Mississippi for clicnts. Law
lirms recognizéd that o altract fegional or nationil clients

- they heeded depth and location. Depth and location became

the guiding stars.  Depth requites a sufficient number of
lawyers with o sufficient vaticty of legal skills to handle the

client’s tégal needs. 1 ocdlion thuuu» 01] toey whuc the client

necds legal servies. .
The cmergenee of ILU{}IId] firms in chks(m began

“about 15 years ago with the nieiger of_fongs, Mockbee,

Bass and Hodge and the farge New Orléans corporate and
defense firm, Phelps, Dunbar, Marks, Claverie aiid Sims.
Theé Jones; Mockbee firn had prospered due to the <kill of
the partners and referrals from targer firms, However, the
frequency of referrals is iy nverse propottion o the size of

~the firm. As the Jones, Mockbee {ivm grew, their partaces
_imd i fook lm new l.,iltlll‘-. ‘The development of regional

continne .{J £ ;}zwe o

LEGAL RESOURCES, INC.

\4

Professional Staffing
Solutions Since 1994

(601) 981-1606
(800) 481-0330

www.legalresources.com
1675 Lakefand Or. Suite 306 Jackson, M5 39216

First Chair Associate

6 - 10 yrs experience with polished litigation
skills. Top 33% of class. Above market salary
phus bonus incentives, Recently opened office
with established client base. $90-110 DOE

Guif Coast Opportunily

Good opportunity for change! Move io sunny
Coast. Firm seeks partner with book andfor
strong rainmaking ability to anchor established
office. General or commercial fitigation
experience preferred but apen to other practice
expertence with leadership skills and
community presence. Competitive comp plan
wi incentivas.

SE region. 3-10 person group preferred,
Confidentiality guarded!

LaboriEmployment Associate or Partner
kust have book in excess of $200K. Regional
firm expanding in Mississippi market. Nationat
client base to service. Compensation schame
includes productivity bonuses. Established
oftice with full administrative and IT support.

Litigation Associates

2 - 4 yis experience wilh good privale praclice
pedigres. Top 25% preferred. Commercial/mass
tort litigation experience required. Range $75-
90 DOE.

For confidential inquiry contact: Legal Resources, Inc., 601-981-1606

Alan Lange
VP Business Development
atan@legalresources.com

Jane Sanders, Esq.
President
jane@leqalresources.com

ki



i

HCBA Essay Contest.»

For the second vear, the UHinds Counly Bar Association
sponsared as essay contest For sevenih and cighth grade stu-
dents in the metro-Jackson area. The theme for the essays
chiosen by the Law Related Education Committes was
“Balancing our Personal Freedoms with our Natioins
Securtty”

The winners of the top four cssays were all from Madison
Middle Schoel and received cash prizes. They were invited
io the hune HICBA Membership Meeting with their parenis,

teacher, Beth Kellogg, and principat, Ted Poore,

The winning essay by Emily Richards is published in this
newsketler. Receiving second place was Yamara Redd: third
place was Sara \{(,hm and honarable mention was Kelli
Dawson.

Bo Gregg sevved as chairman of the Law Related
Commitice and members included: Chnsty Carroll, Gaye
Nell Currie, Cheri Cratlia, Deanne Mosley, Elizabeth Maron,
and Jay Kilpatrick.

First Ploce Winner of the HOBA Exsay Contest, Emifv Richords (scoond from lefi) receives fer award from
Bo Gregg, Law Related Education Choirman. They ave pictured with Beth Kelfoge, Emilvys Madison Middle
School English Teachor: Tammara Cuscio und Jav Kilpawick, Conmittee Members.,

Balancmg Our Personal Freedoms Wxth Our Natldﬁ S Secunty

by Emily Richards - Hinds County Bar Essay Contest Wumu

“There is no freedom without discipline.” This is a
famous quote by Janct Collins, the first Afvican American
Brima Baflerina in New York’s Metropolitan Opera. She
knois the importance ol batancing rules with freedom. She
says that seli~discipine brings self-control. Self-control
leads to personal freedom and happiness. In ather words, by
being self-disciplined, onie has the freedom and the ability to
achieve their goals in life.

I order for America to be a safe and secure nation,
there have to be rules to proteet all of jts citizens. Everyonc
deserves to five in a sale envitonment. 1F one cannot feel
safe wherd they live, then can they really be happy? Not \We
should all be fiee to lu, safe and happy. We should all be
able to live happity without wondering if we will even sur-
vive to see tomorrow. When people know that they are safe,
they will feel happy and sceure, and thats true Freedom.

There will abways be some people who will try 1o
threaten our personal freedom. Some witl be Americans, our
own brothers and sisters plotting against us. Seine wilf be
outsiders, jealous of the wonderfud freedom that we have
here in Amecica. We must set up steict rules to proteet our
freedom lron (hese terforsts. We will not allow our freedom
to be taken away at any cost. Our ancestors worked so hard

to achicve the freedom that we now take for granted. 165 only
tight that we give our children the same opportuniiies that
lrave been offercd to us.

Instead of complaining aboul the rules of the American
govermmneil, we should respect them and realize that whoever
made these rules only wanted 10 inake our lives better, These
rules protect us and altow us 0 live freely in a safe
environment, We should accept the rales and obey them.
Asmericans need to vealize that rules offer protection and
security. I onc person breaks a rulg, it can endanger the
freedom of many. Criminals should be propery dealt with.
Punishment should teach them that they can never take away
someone’s personal freedom. and i they da, then they must
be willing to sacrifice their own freedom to time behind bars.

Iwe all Tollow the rules, peace and seeurity will reign
over us, and we will become a stronger nation, Personal
freedom can bring us closer to one another bécause we will
feel safe to interact with those around us. Freedom is a
waonderfuf privilege that we should never underestimate.
Sceurity is the oaly way thal we can be frée to live our lives
1o Ltheir absolute fufest. Rules bring the security to keep
every American safe and happy. Living safely together in
happiness is what freedom is alt about.

BOOK REV]EW

by loim Henegan -

A LESSON BEFORE DYING

by Ernest L Gaines (256 pp \*’mtd% Contemporaties, paper, S

This is the story of Telerson, a 2 1-year-old bh}gk s (.-_011—
vieted in a small Cajun Lounistana hamlet in 1948 of eapital .
murder, 4 erime for which it is exceedingly uiclear that he
ever had the requisite mental capacity 1o commit. As Grant
Wiggins, a young black teacher m a one-roony plantation chureh
school, explains te his beautiful girt friend, Vivian, *“The puhiu,
defender, trying Lo get [Jelterson] ofl; called him'adumb animal

He said it would be like lying a hog down into that chair
and exccuting hin - an animal that didn’t know what any of it
was all about. The jury, swelve white men good and tr ue, stil
seenced him to death. Now his godinolher wéuit's-mc_it_} visil
him and make him know - prove to these white men - that he’s
not a hog, that hesa man, .. " Thus, we enter aworld tim[i\'.d%
richly textured md\ibmnt as an} Tound on that “postage stamp”
created by Witlinnt Faulkner, whose storytelii ing. he dmlliuiiy
strongly influenced, Me, Tirnest Gaines, the aovel’s aulhor,

Fhe story is about Wi iguins’s strupgléto hfmm th(, ;DGLL
mother’s request without compromisiog his inte Lr;{y ar demeai-
ing himself before the Tocat white sherif and his deputies who
have placed bets agamst Wiggins's being able to succced belum
Jefterson is executed. The story is also about k,ﬁ(,mm s coning
to grips with the terrible reality that awaits him, " 77

Why is Jefterson’s godmother so pu\jstent in hu umvmtiom
How and why does Wiggins respond? How (Inu» he approach
Jelterson who now believes, like his public

$12.95, 1993

Eudora Welty took pholographs in her early yoars as a writer, -
M. Ciaines takes photographs each titne he refurns Lo Louisiana,
These photos line e walls of his California home “becanse
most of thel] places are gone now, . .. 1 dan’ t think that any lhmg
like that will ever be there again, ever agam, This sensc ot
place and community petvades A Lesson Before Dying and his

entire hody of work, wh ich the MeAsthur Foundation cited [or its

“rure historical resonance™ when awarding Mr. Gaines one of ;ls
s, - _

A Lesson Refore ;’)t‘frw rcil‘; s abouit chauee, Faith, Jove, .
courage, deatl, lamily, and justice not in sterife, abstract terms
but in a way that draws us into the story from the (st mstance -
when Jefferson makes the fateful decision thal feads to his
trial and conviction. The novel has been selected by Friends of”
fhe lackson Public Libiary for its ONE CITY ONE BOOK
Project. As a part of these activitics, Mr. Gaines will be heye on
30-31 October to read fram and publicly discuss his book. This,
is A rare opportumity to hear someone who is a waster at his craft
diseuss what others hailed as a “classic” when it was lirst pub-
fished. Ten years later A Lesson Before Dying has lost none of
itg origtnal luster. Take the time to read this book; it reimaing ag”

- engrossing and a5 alfinming of e and love and family as when'!
- it was first published. »

defender said, that e is a hog? What lessons can

Wigpins possibly teach Jefferson that will enable
him (o confront his impending execution “lken
man”? What enables the black mombers ol
segregated society 1o stay bound together and
aceept the consequences of am irretrievable deci-
sion made by & community in which they have
had no voice?  The answers that Me. Ganes pro-
vides to these questions in 4 Lesson Before
Diving are as authentic and comvincinyg as any
novel that you are likely to read. Mis love for the
peopie and the place where he grew up tadintes
throughoet the entive story, a story told without
[ntterness or rancor and as competlingly as any
Cirishanm or Turow page-furner.

M Gaines, an Alrican-Amertcan born on
a Lowisiana plantation in 1933, lefl at age 15to
finish high school in Calitornia shere lis par-
ents lived.  He Tater went o Stanford University.
He now divides his e between San I'rancisco
and Eafayette, Louistana, where he is a writer-in-

Your Clients Expect You To Know Everything.

From consultation o lestimony, Koerber Turner, PLEC provides the limanaial counsel

and litigation suppart you need to represent your clients in family faw and other legat

. . . e malers.

restdence at the Hniversity of Southwestern N )

o . . ; . * Business Valuation Scrvices * Lost Earnings Analysis
Louisiana. A Lesson Before Pving, which _ o . e
e ot o - * Calculation of Dunsages Sharcholder Dispates
received the 1993 National Book Critics Chcle T o )

W e s Lo * torensic Aceounling, e Tan lssues Related o Sctidements
Award lor Fiction, is his eighth novel, o * L
* Lost Profits Analysis * Consultation

As explained in an inferview with Mr. Bill
Fereis, Mr. Gaines stifl writes about the Deep
South because “F eft a place | eould love, Hefl
people there that Eloved. . . . ¥ can sit at my desk
[ Califoraia], see roads, bayous, towns, and
houses and hear voices and dialogues” fust as

K 2

ERBER TURNER, PLLC

Jackson Hatticsburg,
(601) Y60-0406

Tux, Valuation & Liligation Supporl Services

Gulport
() 583- 14130 (228} 868-7141]
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW
LIBRARY HOURS

REGULAR LIBRARY HOURS

May 27, 2003 - Auguast 23, 2003
Monday - Thursday  7:30 aum. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday 7:30 aum. -~ 6:00 pom.
Saturday noon - 5:04 p.n.
Sunday 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

EXCEPTION!

July 4, 2003 CLOSED

Augnst 8 2003 - August 23, 2003

Saturday & Sunday CLOSTED

Fall hoters begin Sundey, Avgust 24, 20003

For more information, please call 9257120,
Hours are subiject to change withont notice.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc,
151 L. Griflidy Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Monday - Friday  7:30 am. - 0:00- pm.

FIRST CLASS

Fivst Chass Ml
U5, Poslage
PALD
Jackson, My
Permit #6784




HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING QOUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

DECEMBER 2003

President’s Column
by Stuart Kruger

Although our annual celebration of Thanksgiving has
come and gone, our focus ol community serviee continuously
reminds me that Thanksgiving should be a daily, rather than
anwial, event. When a spirit of thanksgiving is interwoven with
our daity routines, a desire to provide blessings to others springs
forth. Stewpot Commuanity Services provides Leerific
apportunities o bless others i need. Many current and Jormer
members of the HCBA bave been involdved in various aspecls
of Stewpet, including (the current and Tormer Divector.

Stewpot was organized by several Jackson congregations in
1981 1o provide assistance (o people in Central Jacksom wlo
need  food, shelter, clothing, fove, and encouragement.
Headguartered i Central Urban Ministry Center at | 10 West
Capitol Street, Stewpot is supported by over 60 Christian and
Jewish Congregations, as well as hundreds ol individuals,
mstitutions, and businesses, Although most people typically
think of serving Food when Stewpot is the topic of conversation,
the breadih of services provided by Stewpot aclually is quite
staggering, These services include the following:

Cosyuniry KirCHeEN
The noon meal s how Slewpot was started, and it is st
the center of Stewpol’s philosophy, Over a nourishing meal,
rich and poor alike come logether as one communily, More
than 100 people a day are fud, both physically and spiritually,

MEALS ON WHEELS
zach weekday, neighborhood volunteers help make tunches
lor over 5B elderdy, 1], and disabicd people who cannot make it
o Stewpot, This team of local volunleers delivers the Junches.
(Mlen, this is the ondy buman contact the recipients enjoy.

Foop PANTRY
The Food Pantry is a mint-grocery store that provides a
four-day supply of food for carelully screened applicants.
Volunteers from local congregations stafl the Pantry, They
sort, stock, and bag groceries for cach famnily who comes for
assistance. The pantry is stocked with donations from
suppoerters and the Mississipp Food Bak.

Sivs House

Sims House s a transitionat shelter tor women and their
children. 1t provides a ninely-day stay for ifs wsidents and
serves over 130 guests a year. While at Stins House, residents
must find a job, participate in group and individual therapy
with a licensed fanly counselor, help with chores around the
house, awd learn more about financial planning and wise
maoney management.
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February 17,2004 .
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Glub

April 6, 2004
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club-

May 6, 2004 .
HCBA/JYL Evening -
Honoring the Judiciary. -
6:30 p.m. Did Capitol Inn

May 20,200 -
HGBA/JYL Golf Tournament.
Noon. Annandale Goff Club

e 152004
HCBA Menibership Meeting. .
. Noon; Capital Club_ - -~

Mississippi College Law Review to
Publish History of the Jackson
Schood of Law

Graduates of Jackson School of Law,
the Mississippi Coliege Law Review
is looking for your anecdotes, photos,
and memories for a history of the
tae-long ignored institution that
continues te be a key contributor to
our Benich and Bar. 1f you are interested
in writing about your times at the
Jackson School of Law, whether vou
were a student or teacher, or have
materials related to the school, please
contact David McCarty at
dnm1fusanet or 601.594.2477.
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HCBA Officer
Candidates Announced

The nominations commitice is pleased

to anpounce the following HUBA members
who have graciously agreed to ron for
office for the year 2004 - 2005,

The nominees for the three positions to -
be filled are:

Secretary - Treasurer
John Henegan
John Land McDavid

Director - Post 1
Roy Campbell
Sandy Sanford

Director - Post 2
DeAnne Mosley
Tammra Cascio

The Association’s bylaws provide thal
any other member of the HCBA may be
nominated by petition signed by nof fewer
than twenty HOBA members in good

inding and filed with the Secretary -
casurer on or before fanuary 15.

A ballot and biographical sketeh of each
nowminee wil be maiied o cach member

good standing during the month of

February. For further information, please

1} IICHA Lixeculive Director Pat FEvang
Q69-6097.

Col!echon '{echmques & Law.
Lorman Business Center
?1 5 833 394(}

J?nuary 22 2004
. U-m«CLE 662-91 5-—?282‘_..

January 23 2004

UM CLE. 662 9?5 ?282

J'muary 23 & 24 2004
Advanced Mediation Skslis.
UM CLE 662 925 ?‘282

February? 2004

NBI 800 930 6182

February 12 2004
Z.ltlgatmg the Class

oty 19,2006

NB? 800 930 6182

Y MS Trial Lawyers Assn.
. 948 8631

Febfuary 27 2004

Legal Search & Contract Counsel { Legal Support Staffing | Turn Key Litigation Services [ Training & Consulting

RESOURCES

ENERGIZING TODAY'S LAW FirM

www.legalresources.com

Serving Firms Throagheut The Deep South Mississipg, Louisianz, Mabama, Ternossee g"l:%
1619 Lakeland Dy, Suite 306 = Jackson, MS 39216 » Tel GO1.981.1505 or 1.800.451.0330

MISSISSIPEI
¥ Liriaarior

fn partrecstip with:

trialmedi
SRR

For over a decade we have helped firms in
Mississippi be more resgurceful. From finding
legat talent to assisting with litigation from discovery
to decision, we are the team of legal and business
professionals uniquely qualified to assist law firms
throughout the Deep South. Now, we've added new
services, stafl and partnerships. Call us. Ouwr team's
ready to help you stay on top of your game.

wa ;{2} st
#-baarping Far the benel Sile

Legal Technalogy. Hewewi."_ .

MS Real Estate Title Law._f.‘__

Actmn Lawsuit in MS
 NBL 800-930-6182

NES Nursing Law Updaie

February 20,2004 -
' D;scovery of Electmntcaily .
‘Discovered Documents. -

Pmba_te Practice Fur_zdameﬁtals__.

New Dean Takes thc Helm at
Mississippi College School of Law

By Linda A. Thompson

Lnergy and enthustasm about Mississippi Coliege School
of Law are what vou first notice when you meet the gregarious
new Dean, lim Rosenblatt. On the fourth of August this year,
Pdean Rosenbiatl took over the helm of the Law School,
plunging headlong ime building o major addition to the physical
Facilitics of the school and comuitting himsetf to the dedicated
Tacuity and stalll

“Let fustice Rol™ is the motto the
Dean has adopied for (he school. 1t has
ity source in the Book of Amas, 5:24:
“Let jostice roll down like waters, and
riphtconsness like an cver- [lowing
stream.” The Pean thinks the iblica
connection most appropriate for & school
with religious ties, He also likes the
sinntlarity i the call o aclion, “lets
roll)” the battleery of the passengers of
the hijacked planie that crashed in
Peansytvania on Scplember 11, 2001,
which has become the symnbol of
America’s refusal {o surrender o terrorist
thrents. And, olcourse, there is the obvious
relationship of “justice™ to the law school.

Dean Rosenblatt is no stranger o
Mississippt. He was bora in Natehez,
and he s the brother of fonglime HCBA member Steve
Raosenbiatt. There are four brothers in all and a sister i the

Rosenblatt Family. The Dean deseribes them as the children of

caring parents who vahied education.

Brother ‘Fom Rosenblatt is the thivd lawyer 1o the Family,
practicing in Natchez. The Dean’s sister and youngest brather
live on the family farm in rural Wilkingon County near the
Mississippi River.

The Dean and [ were contemporaries at Vanderbill
University and recently pored over an annuad from our time
there, sharing fond memories [ron the exciling Sixlics. The
thiee lawyer brothers all completed undergraduate studies at
Vanderbitt University.

Farlier their father had earncd sn undergraduate, graduate,
and faw degree from Vaonderbilt. Mr. Rosenblatt practiced Taw
in Atkanta for two years but found himsel( drawu back (o the
Fanaily Farm in Mississippi. He had met his wife in Boslon,
Her dowry inchuded three Herclord bulls!

At Vanderbilt, ean Rosenblatt focused s studics on
philosophy and mathematics. A long way from the Woodville
Altendance Center and the [ty goad people of the old town
of Ft. Adams, Mississippi, he was sclected for the clite
Omnicron Delta Kappa service organization and elected president

of his sentor class. He graduated coon lande.

After Vanderbiit, he pursued law studies at Cornell
University 1o lthaca, New York, where he was active on the
Moot Court Boand. He served as a teaching and rescarch assistant

and, n this time of the mititary drait, joined the ROTC.

Following admission to the New York Bar, Bean
Rosenblatt entered The Judge Advocate Generals Corps
(JACH), and he completed thivly years of service. He retived
from the service in 2003 as a Colonel, He holds the
Distinguished Service Medal and three
awards ol the 1.egion of Merit.

In the service, Dean Rosenblait
traveled throughout the world. e had
assignments in Hawai, Kansas,
Germany, Missouri, Maryland,
Penasylvania, and Virginia. He hived in
Virgiina for Cifteen years, including lour
years in Charlottesville. He hved in
Alexandria, Virginia, while serving two
years al the Pentagan. The hijacked aitine
that erashed into the Pentagon on

that he had occupied Lhere carlier.

Dean Rosenbiatl is a member of
the bar of New York and Missouri amd
has heen admitted to practice i the state
courts ol those states. He also has been
admitled to practice before the UL S,
Supreme Court, the U, S, Fax Coort, the L1 S, Court of Tederal
Clatms, and mllttmy cotrfs, and he is a mt,mhu of the
American Bar Association.

Pyuring his Tast year in law school, Dean Rosenblatt mel
his wife, the former Lavren Van Buskirk, whom he describes
as “the heart and soul of the fonily” Originally from New
Jersey, she was g Frenely teacher. The Rosenbiatts have four
sons: Frank, an Army Captain attending the Univesity of
Virginia Law School; Johi, an Army Sergeant stationed at
Fort Meade, Maryland; Drew, a senior at Virginia
Commonwealth Usiversity in Richmaond; and Paul, 2 junior at
longwood University in Farmville, Virginia, who is living
sbroad i Australia this semester. All four sons are agle
Scouts,

The Rosenblatts are active Preshyterians. The Dean’s
wife has tavght High School Suaday School, and Dean
Rosenblatt has fzught Adult Sumday Schaool and provided lay
sermons. Although he says that wenk is his true fove, he
claims to ratse the best tomatoes cast ol the Mississippi River
He also enjoys Hower gardening and running, His wife is an
avid walker and quilter, Antiquing is another Gamily interest.

Dean Roscnblatt says that he and his wife have never
betore encountered such gracious and giving peeple as those
who have grected them on their move to Mississippi this year,
3ean Rosenblatt is excited about the future of the law school
and considers his appointment as Dean a gread opportusily at
this significant juncture in the history and future of
\Jhx«.;wppl College Schoal of 1.aw.

Scptember 11, 2001, destroyed the oftice
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Mare’s House
Malts House, named lor former Exccutive Director
Matt Devenney, provides emorgency shelter for homeless
women and chitdren who have no other place (o go. For aver
S0 guesis a year, Malty House offers a safe, nurturing
environinent, while stafl assist residents in lnding housing,
employinent, or {ransportation back 1o their families.

Briy BRUMFIELD SHELTER
Billy Brumficld Shelter is an emergency sheller For
men, The shelter provides three serviees for over 700 men a
year, First, 1t seryves as an emerpency shelter for homeless
men. Second, it has an alcohol and drug rehabilitation program.
Finally, it provides room and board for disabled men and
lielps them find permanent housing,

VIRGINIA’S PLAYHOUSE,

This progeam oflers a vatiety of enriching morning
activities for he elderly and mentally disabled. The participants
engage in art therapy, creative wriling classes, bingo games,
and field trips. They also stock and operate the Clothing
Closel.

CHAPLAINCY FOR PERsONAL Cank Hoaes
Many personal care homes i the vicinity ave filled with

on their own. The Stewpot Chaplain visits these personal
care homes and ollors a pastoral presence to the residents
through regubar visilation, prayer, counseling, and conmmmion
services. Personal care home residents are integrated into
Stewpot activilies.

CrLortinG CLOSET
The Clothing Closet provides quality clothing for all
whe come to Stewpot. The Clothing Closet is stalfed by the
pacticipants in Virgima's Playlhouse, who sorl, sive, and
assist with quality control. The Clotlung Closet is stocked
with clothing donated tfrom residents of the Jackson Metro
#rea.

Lecar CriNic
Lvery week, lawyers from the Mississippi Volunicer
Lawyers Project provide free legal counsel during the lunch
hour. These lawyers are trained to handle the kinds of legal
matters that are most commonly encountered by (he poos,
ciderly, and disabled people served at Stewpot.

NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

Stewpois Neighborhood Children’s Program provides
an atmaosphere ol love and second chances for all the children
who pass through its doors. Stewpol offers hoth an
after-school program and a sumner camp for elementary,
junior high, and higly school stadents. Throughoot the year,
over 200 children are given educational help. self-csteen:
building, positive role modets, and good, wholesome fun.

clderly and disabled people who canmot make U to Stewpot

LiBrary AND LEARNING CENTER
The Library and Learning Center, located in the
Stewpot Community Center, houses 2 computer fab with
free internel access, Stewpot olfers free job tralning, GED,
and Imternet classes and educational sollwave, The Library
and fearning Center is a communily resource that s
especiatly important w the childron.

Famiy COUNSELING
Stewpol provides access Lo trained family counselors
lor alt Stewpot programs. These counselors help conmmunity
members deal with difMeult fumly issues, as well as stress,
depression, self-esteem, and refationships,

COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Community Gavden s located behind Siewpot
Commuemty Center. The childrer in the Neighborhood
Childrens Program and parGeipants in other Stewpot
programs plaot and havvest the vegetables, The fresh
produce is used in the Communily Kitchen and Food Pantry.

BRATFON STREET PROJECT

The Bratton Street Project, Stewpot’s lirst comnmmily
redevelopment program, is localed on the strect directly
behtind Stewpot. Through this profect, shandoned and ditapidated
hemes are purchased and then renovated. Since the program
was started i 1998, Stewpot and pariner, Habitat for
Humanity, have boilt or renovated 19 homes, The new
homeowners  have  started  their  own  Neighborhood
Assoctution with monthly meetings, enriciinent programs,
and holday partics.

CHAPEL
Stewpot has an inter-faith worship service six days a
week mmmediately preceding luneh, Ministers of different
faiths lead the services. All are encouraged to share their
gifts during this e of singing, Scriplwe reading, and
prayer. Parlicipation is strictly voluntary.

Map1soN COUNTY STEWPOT
Stewpot’s newest nunistry is a Community Kilchen in
Canton, where they serve a ot Tunch to many of that citys
neediest citizens, The kitchen also serves more thanr 200
elderly and handicapped men and women through a Meals
on Wheels program.

To state the obvious, a legion of opporlunities exists {or
imvolvement at Stewpod. 1 am proud that many ol our members
have contributed through contributions of time, money,
clothing, food, and leadership. | encourage you to continue
your involvement, and for those who have not expericnced
the blessing of blessing others, call 353-2759 and enter the
number i your Rolodex (lor the old-timers), computer,
Paim Pilot, Blackberry, or whatever the latest and grestest
technological advancement il is that yvou utilize. Unlike
Brother Schwartz, one call just won’t do it You will calt again,

MCSOL Moot Court Finals

Several HCBA members participated in the finals of the.
Mississippi Colleste Moot Coart Comjetition Beld November
10, 2003, at the Mississippi Supresie Cowrt: Pletured at the
reception following the competition are (from teft) Dean- Mike
Maloney, limmy Robertson, Ray, MeNamara, and Supreime.
Conrt Justice George Carlson, MeNasara fepresented hig fiom,
Copeland Cook Taylor & Bush, the sponsor ol the conipetition.

HCBA Participates in
City-Wide Project

The Hinds County Bar recenily participated in g city-wide
project, One Tackson-One Book, thal was mitinted by the
Friends of the fackson Library A panel discussion on A
Lesson Before Dving by Proest ). Gaines was held by the
HICBA ot the Old Capitel Muscun on October 23,

Serving as chairmen for the bar were John Henegan and
Robert Gibbs The panel included. Henegan, Gibls, Faye
Peterson, Frod Banks, Tom Fortier and George Evans,

“ludges are apt o be pail, simple-minded men. 7 Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes. Speech to Farvard Law Association of
Mew York City, 1913,

As slogass po, “Save the Judges™ will never convey as wuch
appeal on a bumper sticker s “Save the Manatees™, For siarlers,
Judges ave not nearly as appealing or as inlelligent as manatees,
More important, henvever, i is not individual judges who need 1o
be saved, What we musl preserve 15 Lhe independence and
imprartiality of the judiciry.

Good Judees are eriticat 1o the democratic process, Good
judges possess severad aits, Sone are more importasi than others,
but lwo are absohstely essentialz nudependence and impartiality.
An impartal judge can fairly apply the law without biags for o
againgl & party o legal proceeding, and without overriding
preconceplion i faver ol or against a particular kegal viewpoint,
Animfependent judge is able o decide cases on individoat merils
tree from political, ccomomic or social influcnces, We have been
tortunate to maintain an indepeadent and inpartad judickry
despite the fact that in Mississippi -- as in most states  judges
are elected,

But even in Mississippt, judiciat independence and
impartiality are in danger of being compromised by the escalating
costs of political campaigns, by competing economic and social
inlerests, and by partisan politics. In order Lo preserve the
independence and impartiatity of owr judiciary, the Mississippt Bar
and the public must act (o help judges avoid the pressares of
campaign financing and special interest groups.

Public confidence i the judicial system depends an botls the
actual and perceived inteprity ol the judiciary. Special interest and
partisan political groups already have extraordinary aceess to and
influence over the executive and legistative branches of
goversanent, Many cilizens have become cynteal about the integity

. Save The Judges
By Lauke Dove

olelected public oMicials, Witk apologics o RUA, ¢itizens feel that
the masters voice their representalive hears nmost clearly is the one
which pronuises the Largest campaign contributions, Thus far,
however, the public does not have a perception that the independence
and impartiahity of the judiciary is unduly influenced ov
compromised by special interest groups and large campaign
contribors. Towever, il curtent trends continue, fudges may be
added e this dismal litany.

Judicial candidates in Mississippi have recently spent more
far more - on campaigns than i prior years. The most recent
Mississippt Supreme Court race cost the three candidates atmest 2.5
miltion dollars. The money was principadly raised front groups with
very divergent views of the justice system. On ome hand, doctors
and business owners provided campaign contributions. Other
candidates received contributions almost exclusively from the
plaintlFs bar,

The unloriunate fact is that peither “side”™ makes camnpaign
contributions because they expect their candidate to be truly “fir
angt impactial . That may be the last thing they want, These
contributions are made preciscly because the contyibntars expect and
anticipale that the jedge will demonstrate at least some bias m
favor of thedr point of view - rormally cither “pro-business™ or
“pro-plaingitt”,

This situztion has hecome even more difficult because of the
appeatance of pational groups i jedicial vaces. Fhe LS. Chamber
of Conmeree, for example, spent wetl over | million dotlars,
Supported by financiaf contributions from manufacturers, the
Chamber has begun “grading” judges. Bepending upor the grade,
the Chamber may then “larget” judges in election ads. The
Chamber is delermined Lo rid some states of judges they repasd as
anti-business. Mississippi 1s one of the largeted states. Thus far,
their success rate has been very high. Our acighboring state of

continited on pag




cesttietiond frons e 3

Alabzma is a prime example. Within three years, the Supreme
Court of Afabamia changed from a court which routinely sustined
Targe plaintits verdicts to a very conservalive or “pro-busiess”
court. A by-product of this change bas been the capid migration of
many Afabama plaintill™s Envyers into Misstssippi courds.

Juchicid efections have bean further complicated by the recent
LS. Supreme C ourt rubing in Republican Paviy of Minnesota v
Whily in which a 3-4 majority held the “anounce™ ¢hse o be
amconstentional i judicial elections. As o resale. udicial
candidades are now ethically free to ke or “announce”™ positions
on controversial lesal isswes during the campaign. I order to
attract campaign confributions, judicial candidates may i
promise special interest grotps they will rule ov vete in favor of o
agkinst certaim legal positions,

Nowwe ol this boades well for the continaed independence and
impartialtty of the judickary. We must act to ensure that judses,
especially on the Mississippr Supreme Couit, cat continug to
fatrly and impartiadby apply the law e il cases,

Despile our herttage of Jacksonian domocratic vatues,
Mississippt must now consider a new methad of seleeting Judpes
pnmui.nl\' iucyes on the Supium Court. 1P se continue 10 elect
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Judges, we will rou an inereased visk Gt our judges will became

subject 1o pantisan poditical interests. The result will be the loss of
wndependence and impartialily and the loss of public conlldence in
the judiciary:

The ABA has proposed that stales establish newtral, non-partisan
and diverse commisgions (o wisess the qualiNcations of judicial
cimdidates and Hinit the candidate pooi to thase wiwo are well
qualified and can remain truly independent and impartial, An
alermative 15 1o have jedees to the Mississippi Supreme Court
appotnted by the governor, from a list of candidates selected by ¢
ent-partisan and diverse comnnssion appointed by the covernor and
the legislature, Morcover, judges should be appomled Tor o singhe
term o 8 1o 12 years with no opportunity Tor reappointtient.

As hustice Holimes noted, judges may be narl s simple-minded.
But, I we continue o elect Judges 1o the Supreme Cowrt. judieiad
candidites in the Futore may not be so naive or simple-mioded as (o
fail to undersiand what they must say aod do and what groups they
rawst euliivate i order fo Taise campaign funds for their clection.
We necd judees whose only loyally is only 1o the law. \We need to

help save the independence and impartality of onr fidges flom
czunpuign finances

1N|2

Grepre! Ll Proetn BUTLER, SNOW & {'MARA

Frhiphoom
Cragcly, brds2ara and DS GUARANTT BAND EURLDANDG ,E;N

4 a4 B b JACKSON 3, MISSISSIPRI

MEMBLRS OF FIRWY
Tixrpe Marisa Bnler (1377-1948), O

Paw Echoed £1EH. with Sauae.
1% I [ H

. LEFOLDT <o/

CERUIFED PURLTL ACCOUNTANTS

andits, asset scarches and cracing of funds.

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to vour need for
professional excellence from your accounting experts, Our
services include expert witness testimony at depaositions and
trials, toal  assistance  relating to o opposing experts,
consultation on Htigation options and approaches, support
during the discovery process, damage analysis and review,
investigative auditing, forecasting of cconomic losscs, lraud

690 Towne Center Blvd 8 Post Oflice Box 2848 @ Ridgeland, M5 39158 B (601} 956-2374
145K Main Strcec B Post Offjee Box 263 ¥ Biloxi, MS 39533 W {228) 4357903

The Three Wishes of Christmas

By Captain Equity

Editor s Noie: In view of the fuct that thix is a Chrisias Colunm
that witl be pubfistied in Janiary, Captain Eguity appeaied 1o e
Editoriad Bowsd for o ruding us 1o whether such subject matter
would be permissible. The Coprain was assuved that since the
Beelve Davs of Christnas do fndeed soretch into the first imonth of
the New Year: his colimn would be consideved timede iz the ovent

yore disusree, please o not send i hate madl on this aecount,

Yot are, of conrse, free io send hing hote motl for any other reason.
Merry Cliistmeas and Happne New Year fionit thie Hinds Conngy Bar
Newsletter Editorial Board!

While | don’t expect any of yvou 1o readily embrace uy recently
adopted tradition of “The Three Wishes of Christmas,” let me
assure you that this innovative yule custony 15 at least as legitimate
as most other insiant ereations of pop culture stch as Kwanzaa,
American Idol, or the newest craze inspired by the Spanish wadition
of Running With the Bulls. Tam, of conrse speaking of “The
Predawn, Day After Thaoksgiving, Walmart Super Center,
Ranming of the Consumiers™ in which glassy eved bargam hunters
run e considerable risk ol being trmmpled 1o death ina mad dagh
tor unbelievable inventory mark downs such as 4 $29 “Made in

Ching™ DV Plaver. ludeed, youw may have read a teeent accout of

a Florida wonman who was o hittle slow off the mark due 1o the
ingestion of massive amounts of uekey, dressing and pecan pic
only hours betore. Luckily, she survived. Sadly however she was
unsuceessiul in her quest for the DV Pliver With a good medical
insurance plan, physicat therapy and a litlle luek, she shouwtd be
able o answer the bell next Thanksgiving, Based on feaked classificd
documents from the LS. Customs Service and an exemplion [tam
the provisions of the Homeland Security At buried on page 2383
of the hill, the featured sale iem et year could well be a mindatore,
shoulder-launched 1oy Chinese Silkworm cruise missHe recommended
for children ages 4 (o 1 Just think of the [in on Classtmas morning
when the kids go oatside 1o play with their brand new Christinas
armament. What {on it would be 1o see the neighborhood kids nidmg
lidly armed tricyeles and Big Wheels at breakneck speed seeking
to engaue in some old Tashioned hitand roa fun post Gike in lrag,
bul without the muss and fuss of those depressing body bags and
awkward military funerals. What a great time to be a kid!

Alany rate, as my special, atbeit late Christmas Gifi to you
the reader (please see Lditors Note, Supra) | would like 1o relate
iy Thiree Wishes of Chiistinags in the innocent spirit ol a wide-
eved chitd who seeks simple, chasming solulions to the world
most vexing problems,

Christmas Wish One
With all the problems of modern urban Tife inchuding drags,

crime, corporate corruption, inulual fundy scandals, illiteracy and
racisn, wouldn™t it be great to dive in the make believe land of TV
hack in the Golden Age of that medium? Thats why my first
Cligistmas Wish is to transporl some of our pubtic officials toa-
couple of my favarite TV Shows. For instance, how about i -«
Jackson Police Chicf Robert Moore traded places with Shuiﬁ
Aundy Taylor of Meyberry RED where érime aclually swas mére
pereeption than reafily. In Mayberry, Chief Moore’s biggest orivoe
threal would be Otis, the town drunk. Besides solving the problem
of apprehending » criminials, there wonld be ittleweed for a District
Attorneys Office or Case Load Adiinistrator because of the
preexisting. natural tendency to lose track of Otis withi the coniforl
of kKinowing he would soon return to check himself back into his
dil celf. Helping Chicf Moore would be zealous crime fighter

“rank Melta who conld play the pait of Barney Fife. Of course,
we would have o figure out a way to trade Barney’s squad car for

a helicopter, but 1 inagine that wouldi't be a problem since we are
operating i the realm ol Fuslasy. To round out the new cast,
Barbara Blackmon could play the part of Aund Bea. In one episade,
shie could challenge Thelma Lou, plaved by Amy Tuck, lo sign an
aftidavit that she had not stolen Aunt Beas Dlucherry pie recipe.
Romnie Musgrove with s distinet voice would be a natural Tor
Gomer Myvle and Ben Allen of the Jackson City Couneil would
play Mavberry public officiat Howard Sprague, A finally, if we
mixed ma hitde Pekes of Hecard, we could bave Haley Barbour
play Boss Hope and Harvey Johnsons SUY conld be the General
Lee. {know what you are thidang, this is stereotypical (vpe casting,
Well, your're right, bul vemember, 3 am making my wishes with the
stplicity of & child. And speaking ol children, my wish would
nutke sure that Michae! Jackson would be ofF i Harope or Japan
playing a concert to raise batl noney. We wouddu™t want owr Bitle -
farrtusy world (o be spoiled by an untoward incident with Opie at
the Neverland Pig Farmy in Mount Dilot

Christias Wish Two
My sccond Christmas Wish involyes a contemporary remake

of one ot my lavorite children’ tales. L am speaking ol the stary of
the wunden puppet Pingechio who wanted 1o come alive to be a
bow, ' sure you recad] that every time Pinocchio old 4 fie his

nose would grow. I my version ot the story the character of
Pinocehio, rather than wanling fo be a boy, wants (o be reelected 0

a second term as a conservative Republican Pregident of the -

United States, Thauks to Gepetlo, the puppet nister played by

Karl Rove, and an ineftectual cast of Democratic Presidential
candidates, the puppet gets his wish, But everytime he gives a
speech aboul curbing the growth ol federal spending wiih his vetor
pen his nose grows longer. By the cnd of his second lerm he is
sultering from extrenie breathing difficultios due ta the length of

s nose. However, because of bis Medicare Relorin Bill) the.
preseription he needs to maingain his breathing costs so much mt

lie Bias 1o pawn Air Foree One, take a second mottgage anthe 50
White |Houge and activale National Ciuard Units for ten years ata.. -
time to save money on the Defense budget. The story ends happily
when he wakes up o readize he hax been i Texas the entice ime 7
and that the story along with his breathing difficubtics is just
dreany. In my wish, | barrowed this ending from the television &

show Dafles. You may remember that the writers had writtens,

Patrick Dulfys character Bobby Ewing into ach a disastrons corner. -
that the only way ont of the gnagmire was to have hin wake up iy
the shower gnd realize that the entive preceding (elevision season, -
had been a dream. Like the Delflas television seriptwriters, mayhe ™
this is a creative way to avoid a hundred triflion dollar nationat debt .-
while preserving the mvih of rock solid conservative leadeeship. |-

I love happy endings. o

Christinas Wish Three :
My final Cliistmius wish is that all the boys and gir

it could be orange, grees, aqua, of hot pink. With no white pui)pl
and no hlm,l\ p(.(:pk, lhut, woukd be e ict(u s'lo the. uiltor 0 Tk(

dl](] \mlk wlih ohe mmhu for mﬂtudl g,mu I)|d l mcntmn that
aast love hdppy cn(izm{s o .

\riury ( f‘li’l‘h[l‘l)cl%‘ dn(i Ilappv Nu& ‘nuu‘




st T

‘Qu;ncrm, (<'nt"-
Theres a0 lot more , 3 Conitt
npmmm 0irt ihuc-_- '.'f)‘lbj ¢t of Northy
; Imn udinm L(i‘:_"

or lhmc W i \,wuld like miul mauon ol \»Imt ihL :
s done i in {h(. pasl, th Sllp!blm ( mnt

ce 193 e pmju,t '1]50 nmhldu{ SRR : :
) a;mmma hmumphzmlmmumls CRIGENG] !msnuue d\di}dm{,i()t npmmm muiuu:i
' dnLl lhw vary i tlu, terms they cover. The Suprenie Court
_'.\\Lhazlu oilusoplmom wnduul since 1999 Other sotirces of.
' et which dates deL
cither www, fed-

. fm lrw opmmm

Judge Wingate Becomes Chief Judge

On Monday, November 164,
2003, Judge Tom S, Lee
stepped down from the
pesiiion ol chicf judge of the
EL S, Dhstriet Court for the
Southern District of
Mississippi snd passed the
aaved (o Judpe Henry T, Wingate.
A standing-room-only crowd
paid tribute to the two judges
in 4 federal courtroom and at
the reception alterward. ludge
Carolyn King, chief judge of
the UL S, Court of Appeals for
the Fitih Judicial District,
presided over the ceremony,

Judge Wingate,
_ Mississippi’s figst and only
African-American federad judge, has served on the federal beneh
since 1985, when he was appointed by President Ronald Reagaa.
Bora in l‘~)47 Judge Wingate is a native of Jackson. 1le received his
lll]d(,l“lddll(ll(, degree from Grinmeli College and his law degree
[rom Yale I.,‘m School.

Judue \\(il}iﬂtb will scrve a seven-year fern as chief judge
through the year 2010, [nn addition to conducting trials, the chiel
judge also handles administrative dutics within the District Cowrt.

Melissa Molouf wnel LaTerae Edner

Armin Moeller, Lown Carlisfe and Mike Farrell

Fall Social

The Hinds Cowsty Bar Association held its annual Fall Social on Thursday, Octaber 23, at the 930 Blues Café. The event was
chaired by Keitly Obert, Social Commitice Chairman.

Hugh Tedder; Keith Obers, Social Comniitive Chéairman: John

Kathy ;-E_-wle{__ Gretchin K.;.'mﬁ!e' ,-,,_,;_,; I]_!e.f';_ B n",‘{'f rerty .
Sennsforred MeDavid o e S

Leyser M(m Py- Hm:'\ ;’(J'm.';dfl C rmpw H( ‘B 1 [J;'w( tor; L a()!'umdm
)‘a(}'-mn fmd ]nfm H.r.'H

6th ANNUAL SEMINAR
Guartlian Ad Litem Training
and Child Advocacy Issues
in Mississipni
6 hours CLE / 1 hour Ethics

WHERE: Mississippi College School of Law
WHEN: Friday, February 27

Seminar Sponsored by,
Mississippi Supreme Cot
Adiminiztralive Office of he Courts
Mississippt Court Advocacy & dustice Inslitute, e and




Not 1o long ago, it was casy 10 doa }*f:ﬂl‘—i-:ild checkup in
order Lo be sure thal you were maintaining & compicjc .
collection of ali recently puhlished books }vll_lci} were written
hy Mississippians o which were about f\fhssls_snpp;., f\.l l!aaft ,
time, even if some of the books were of qucstmnal)}? quality, ‘
the total number published was so small that the endency was
to just buy all of them anyway i order to keep (he L(l]i(,;,li()n ‘
co-mplelc. Now, it’s necessary to be a great deal ?}.mtt, se u,m.{‘,
in making purchases, not just because there are 50 _m{-]?]_)"l)'l‘lil}ll’l:
Mississippi books, but because there are $0 many more really
bad Mississippi books.

Eve said this in (his column before, bot we've got te stop
heing so nice and supportive of everyone in 'thc stale who_ |
thinks they can write fiction, Mississippl (lcv‘ck;pcd_1‘&»‘t
reputation as a hterary breeding grouno‘:l hecause Hs pt_l?)ll‘s?;n(
authors were supenor, We are now seeiy h(f()ks pu\:lllth_i:.(‘ ‘ Y
peaple whose works of Fiction Sl‘l\()lllFl!Yi bc}m any hb,]'fi?l{l"? N
except those of (heir ininediate I':n'n_llics. We also have a hitl (,l
cirele ol state authors who write mediocre h.ouks anl cm,np'm‘l I‘u'
(e problem by writing glowing reviews of cach o.lhc_lps \;\-f)lks,
which friendly local newspapers 1_111-:1} puhllsh.‘[ 1'c;.}l|/:c lrmt
some people think that crealivity is a wonderful thing lh{t \
should always be encouraged. 1 also m_'ldcrsland the tcndu](,}/_ |
(hat Mississippians have o try to be mee because our m_mi_lu.s
told us not to say anything bad about anyone because tlns_;s; a
very small state and we all sort of know cach other, and what

Book Notes

By Nonic Joiner

we said might get back 1o theiy Family
and hurt their grandmother’s
feelings. This in general is good
advice and we shouid try to foltow it as on
much as possible. However, just ht‘,‘causc éé)j

we don’t say something bad doesn't mean ‘g’f)
we should say somelhing good about a h'fld b
novel, and we certainly shouldnit buy it. lllsmrfci E‘il;(ti
biograghics are differenl; even poorly svritten mlef. (.r,d I; m;-g‘
value, if properly documented. Memoirs, however faulty l w
writer’s memory may be, are valuable too. His still almost
possible (o keep up 4 collection of ali of these, even though
the nomber of them is also exploding.

Mississippi has been an inleresting pla‘cc (Jurin% the last
century, and this bar association has a l‘ol of Fl"lc.mh&:ls w]{u.?
could conlribute to a better understanding of just wim} has ‘
heen poing on here, 1 wish tlhat Erskine W{-:Ii‘.‘s, 4 ;‘;cmlrmc wai:r ‘
hcm,hi-md wiitlen sbout his expericnces, pot justin \M')rki Wal
i1 but in Mississippi betore and afier the war. In Elt.i(ltil‘()ij mf "
repotting an events (hey have :‘l(:!ug!ly observed, lawyers make
sood authors of historical works. 'i.he'y kl‘il’.)}\-’ how to (ln‘ ‘
rescarch, they have aurigque perspechive of how thmg wu?i}- ‘
work, and they geneeally wiite pretty woil, l'on:.l_,onk at Mina
Buchananis book on Holt Collier - 1Us \\"‘CH_\‘\.’I'H!’C!] and o
researched, and extremely inferesting. Finding tinme to write 3l

is a problem, 1 know, but | really feel that some of you out
here owe s a book or bwo. You know w ho

YOU R1C,

Fronn consalition to keslimony, Kocrher Turner,
and fitigation suppent you need to represeat yout ©
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Now insolar as this year’s seleclion ol
Mississippi books is concetned, it seems
Ihat most of them ace published near year
end, and {haven’t had time to read very
many ol them. [ am looking |()l‘\-\-’i¥rl‘fi.{i']’
reading Cotlon by Harris B:zm'cs (Trip’s
father). 1Us been many yes SINCe [ had
any ircome from cotton, but | st ill worry
about the crop every year. Thisisa history
by a man who had & long involvement with
his topic. People used Lo say that aqust
everyone in this stale, whalever icll’ presett
accupalion, was only a4 generation or two
removed from a tarm. Farming usually

ivolved coiton, not just on the big 13eita
farms but on small farms as wetl. A few
years ago, one of our LICTI3A members
mientioned in a4 meeting that she had spent
the previous weekend su)mpin g cr)‘ll'c_m. I )
was apparent [rom the reaclions ol some of
the people in the meeling that if there was a
farm in their background, 1 was pretty far
hack there. There was i similar reaction
recently in a group at an Ole Miss football
pame, when someone said that her husband
couldir’t come to the game because he was
scrapping. £ glad that someone has
written aboul cotion. Tive aiready looked at
the pictures, and they're great.

Gulfport

continnted on page 1

Awhich cream of

conitimicd fion page 1

And speaking of pictures, Joe Mac Hudspelly has a newly
published coltection ol wildlife photographs, In satthern
Wikd. The photos are truly breathtaking. Many of you may be
Famitiar with his work because of his Duck Stamps, but you
donil have to be a hunter or an outdoorsman o enjoy this
book. The fact that his grandinother was my grandmotheris
Cousin Frama, 2 very pice lady from Ashland, Mississippi, did
not influence my opinion. Look at it and judge lor yourself,

[ enjoy the writings of Robert 8t. John, whose column
appears o the second page of the foud seotion in the
Wednesday Clacion Ledger, He is not related to me, as best |
can tetl, and [ did consult my mother, because 1'd like to be
related 1o hing, His joint work with Wyatt Waters, A Southern
P . was a big selber last Christmas. They didn't do a joing

praject this year, bul both have new books out just in time for
Christmas, and have done a number of johiyt sighing sessions.

QM S0UP,
s Ty endettiaining cookbook, If
you read his colunm, you know he has a wicked sense of
Bumor The book conlains a series ol essays on southern
Hoodways T as the sociologists would say. Ny cover is an
attractive avocada green, and it bas interior accent pages of
harvest gold, the exacl colors of my kitchenware and
appliances i the 1960°%. The pages, faintly yelowed around
the cdges ag though the book had been shelved since 1970 or
so, are ilfustrated with 1960%-era drawings and photographs.
[t’s all very funny and very perceptive, and has gond recipes
as well. 1 do regret his stance on the mushroom soup 1ssue.

" For those of you who don’t cook and may be unaware of this
great social issue, let me enlighten you. Cream of mushroom

soup was [abeled socially nnacceptable some years ago. This
has caused a grest deal of (rouble, forcing cooks with hopes
of social advancenient (o place their mushroom soup cans in
secure ¢ontainers belore putiing them in e garbage, so that
if the garbage should be attacked by stray dogs and strewn
ghout, the neighbors woubdiy’t sec (he cansg, The great social
divide m regard o cream of mushroom soup comes
dungerously close io

children ate cream of mushroom soup casseroles view
mushroom soup as comfort food. Hopes that an accord coukd
be reached were raised whenr the makers of cream of mushromn
soup began oflering versions low in [ or fow in sodiwm. The
title of St. Joha's book serves only to lan the flames of an
already volatile issue.

St. John's co-author ol st year, Wyatt Waters, has on

on Oxford by twenty-seven different commentators, including
William Beckwith, Larry Brown, Jane Rule Burdine, Keith
Mansel, Mike Moore, Archie Manning, Bitl Ferriss, Ron
Shaptro, Richard Howorth, CGlem Ray Tutor, Jere Allen, Bill
Dunlap, Witliam {.ewis, b, M C.iChookyi Falkner, and JTohu
and Bllen Case, The book comes with a cover which could he
renoved and used as a poster of the Oxlovd Square, witly a
panoramic view from the courthouse looking south along
Famar - the reverse of the usuad version. The book contains
no print, Everything is handwriiten and looks as though o had
been writlen with a pencit. Not everyone has clear handwriting,
so Uhal sonw of the essays are a dilile dilficult o vead, but the
handwriting gives an iminediacy snd mlimacy to the essays
and soinchow lends greater weight (o wlal is said than
standard print would have done. The watercolors were done
over a period ol many years and cover sone of the old Oxford
landmiarks that have been lost. Waters™ titles are clever, Liis
subjects include the standard Oxford sties but also include o
nuuther ol olbeat and vnexpected views. This will be ol
interest Lo anyone who lis spent time in Oxford. The Oxford
Charsber of Conymerce should love it, although nany of the
essays address (he changes and probloms that have ocearred
as a result of the fact (hat alinost everyone who has spent time
there would tike to go back.

Crer to your favorile bookstore and cheek out the opther
olterings by Mississippi anthors. Remember, your gifts to
your toved ones should always include at least one book per
person, Just exercise discretion in regard to what you buy,

class and age
warlare. Slick
caokbooks aimed at
the upscale crowed
never offer recipes
wtitizing crewm of
mushroom soup,
These are the same
caokbooks that
suggest that
black-eyed peas
should he served
cold as salads.
Caokbooks aimed
at those who cook
on linvited budgets
or with limited thme
are [ull of recipes in

Railroad Litigation
Litigation (Commercial)

Mass Tort/Ashestos
Labor/Employmoent

mushroons soup is a
major ingredient.
People who as

AMERICAN

Where Lawvers Look for Lavwyers
Look No Further ! Mississippi Attorney Opportunitics

Siall and farge Mississippi kvw firms are seeking attorneys to fill posilions in
Tackson, Gulfport and Tupelo for the following practice areas:

Personat Injury/Medical Malpractice

Strong acadentics preferved. All inguiries strictly confidential, Contact: Kevin
icanlepalsearc

AmericanlegalSearch.com,

New York| Los Angeles Birmingham | Tatupa | Mempiis

4 — 7 years
2 — 6 years
2 — 6 years
1 — 6 vears
4 — 7 vears

m. [Hreet: 601-209-3606.
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TITI11 HUNDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

FEBRUARY 2003

. President’s Column

; by Wiltiam R. Wright
- Lawyer Involvement

Cur membership is at an all lime high
of 1,360, up 39 from 2002 and 243 from
1998, Of course, there are now more
fawyers in the tri-county area than there were Tive years
ago, but HCBA bourd members belicve we are doing
something right by providing beaefits which our members
value at least (o the extent of the dues being paid,

In any orgamization, only a smail percentage of mem-
bers choose to become actively involved. The Hinds County
Bar Association is no exception. This is not a criticism but
ouly an acknowledgment that many of our members ave
achive in other activities such as other lawyer associations,
and religious, civie, athletic and other organizations. But the
HCBA is onty capable of delivering benefits at a level that
is directly proposlionate to the percentage of members who
arc willing to contribute.

There are a myriad of services the HCBA could ofter
bath 0 our membership and also to the people of Hinds,
Rankin and Madison (lounties but only if more members
will get involved. One of the amazing things 1 have learmed
from being a lawyer for neacly 30 years is that virtually
every lawyer has at least one non-legal related 1alent. Such
talents could be channeled through the HCBA to not only
benefti our membership but also ouwr communitics.

Stinply stated, 1 am merely encouraging each member of
the HCBA (o let us know you wani te get involved, We will
{ind a place for you-guaranteed. You will [ind that working
for the HCBA is enjoyable and fulfilling. Call Pai Evans,
our Executive Drector, or me, if you want to lielp. You will
zol be disappoinied.

Evening Honoring the Judiciary

As most of you know, the signature event of the HCBA
is our Evening Honoring the Judiciary which we sponsor
gach May. This year’s event wiil be on May 15 at the Old
Capatol Enn, a great factlity in downtown Jackson owned
and operated by Mike Malouf and his famly.

The event is regularly attended by Mississippt’s repre-
sentatives on the Filth Circeit Court of Appeals as welk as
U5, Distriet Court Judges, Mississippi Supreme Court
Justices, Mississippi Court of Appeals Judges, and Cireuit,

Chaneery and County Court Judges from Hinds, Rankin
and Madison Counties. That’s a truckload of judges.

One of the highlights cach year is our ability to attract
topnetch speakers. This year is no exception. We learned in
fate January that our first choice for a speaker, Mike Shive,
has accepied our invitation. Mike is currently
Comnussioner ol the Southeastern Conference, a position
he accepted kst year after having served as Commissioner
of Conference USA since its inception in 1995, So, he has
significant Mississippi connections,

Mike Stive has a law degree from the University of
Virginia and a LLM From Georgetown Usniversity. Maore
importantly, he served as Judge of Hanover (NLH.) District
Court from 1972-1977. So, if he used to be cabled “Judge”,
that is all we needed to invite him to speak at our dinner. By
the way, Chascellor Rebert Khayat from Ole Miss will intro-
duce Mike Slive. So mark your calendars now lor the evening
of May 15, 2003, You will not want (o miss this event.

For the Evening Honoring the fudiciary we will again
be offering sponsorships to law firms and individual
lawyers at 3200 cach. Sponsors™ names will again appear on
the program cover. Sponsor letters wilt be sent ot in
March,

HCBA Golf Tournament

Our anpual golf tosrnament will he held at Annandale
on Thursday, May 22, 2003, This is a gredf cvent, so i you
play golf, this is a tournament you will not waat 10 miss,
Purther, if you wish to be a sponsor or have a client or
busingss associate who s interested in sponsoring a hole
or an event, contact Pat Evans.

HCBA LUNCHEON MEETING

Tuesday, February 18, 2003

Capital Club

12:00 Noon $12.00

The speaker will be Chief Justice Edwin Pittman
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Iinnovator Award Nominees

For the past four years, {he HCBA has given an
Bmnovator Award to a judge who has begun various
innovative wiys to improve the administration of
justice, such as an approach to speed up the dock-
et, to better communicate with the public, to
advance technology in the coustroom, and many
others,

Past recipients of the Innovator Award include
Judge Fames I, Graves; the Mississippi Supreme
Court; two-time award recipient and Judge
Bretand Hilburn, The Innovator Award will be
presented at the Evening Honoring the Judiciary
on May 15, 2003.

The HCBA encourages your nominations for
this Award. Please send nominations by March 7,
2003 10 Pat Evang, IHCBA Execuotive Director, 151
E. Griffith Street, Jackson, MS 39201,

The Hinds County Bar dssociation and
the Juckson Young Lawyers Assoctalion

invite you to joir tis for an

Evening Honoring
the Judiciary

Mike Stive, Commissioner of the Southeastern Conference
and Former Judge, will be the Speaker

Thursday, May 15, 2003
at The Old Capitol Inn
226 North State Street
Reception at 6:30 p.m.

Dinner at 7:30 p.m.

Special Guests: Hinds, Madison and
Rankin County State and Federal Judges

T

Christmas Social
HCBA members and guests enjoyed the Christmas Social at the Old Capitol Inn
on December 3, 2002.

Joet Howell and Jimmy Robertson, HCBA Editorial Board
Mambers, and Linda Thempson, HCBA Scoretary-Treasurer.

of the MS Bar; and Dan Hise,

Richard Roberts, Past HOBA President and Presidont-Flect

Patrivia Benneti, Past HCBA P

sident; and Phvllis Thornion,
 Executive Divecior M8 Volunteer Lawyer Project,

/hiﬂr(mj? Simon; ,-’).m'fg.J Levamvay, HCBA Board Memb
Krugen, HUBA Presideni-Flect; Will Mannel, FICBA h‘uam‘
Member,

Dedpn and Williom Weight, HCBA President.

Sji,?ivm eenet John Land MeDavid, HCBA Edi




There is a new breed of morally superior crusader that
walks the land these days. These self appointed vigilaates
drawn mostly tiom the ranks of Congress, cable and print
Journalism and one issue interest groups are devoted to the
noble quest of rooting cut evil thinkers and aven ging even
the most inconsequential teansgression against their own pre-
conceived notion of truth, goodness and the American way.
Notwithstanding the founding fathers’ wisdom of adopting
the First Amendment as a way to avoid a replication of cen-
furies of well documented political and refigious persceutions
in world history, these self appointed arbitecs of contempo-
rary speccly and thought are hard at work to silence any pub--
lic utterance that may be at odds with their enlighténcd albeit
subjective and seif serving world view, Whether the subject
be race relations, national secu rily or cven political, personal
or religious association, they enthusiasticaily ignore the hibli-
cal admonition to “judge not, lest you be judged” as they
glectully go about destroying carcers and demonizing indi-
viduals, groups and cven entire regions of the couniry.
Factual aceuracy is oflen overlooked or manipulated; histori-
cal vontexi is.ignored; and forgivencss is out of the question,
Consequently, what used (o pass for stupid and il advised is
now 4 zero tolerance capital offense. And heaven forbid if
one-should ever dare to question the assumptions or pro-
nouncements of the moratly superior or for that matter, tuen
the spattight on their own personal shorlcomings. One need
only defve into the horrific details of China’s Cultuial
Revolution to understand the dangers that can be wrought by
a self @nointed and unchallenged potitically correct elite.

Botore [ continue let me confess my ¢wn tran s'gressions
to atl invisible power brokers of correct speech and thought.
fam a white male from Mississippi. Yes, [ know this is prob-
ably ¢nough to have me shi pped off 10 a month long sensitiv-
ity training workshop in Northein California, Sedona,
Atizona or perhaps an obscure Third World venue for politi-
cal and moral rehabilitation under the auspices of UNESCO.
I also realize that in the most extréme quarters, this alone
probably makes me a racist, or at the very least identi fies me
as someone who should be “watched” Lét nie just say that |
have already resigned from everything 1 could think of in
preparation for writing this atticle. IR

- However, in iny defense, (but only to some as you will
sobn see) I'received my undergraduate education (some old -
timers would call it “indoctrination™ at Mitlsaps Colloge in
the tate 1960s. where | listened to Joan Baez and Bob Dylap
on record and Otis Redding and Jares Brown-five at Fackson
State’s College Park Auditorium amidst alf black audicnees. |
was a proud propancnt of the Civil Rights Movenient and an
opponeat of the Vietnam War, And yes, 1 drove a used VW
Bug to the polls in my first Presidential eléction to vose for
Vice President Humphrey just likc many other college age
members 61 the Proletariat back then. And by the, way, 1 live
in the city Timits of Yackson and listen to National Public
Radio. To many in the white Mississippi power structure
circa 1968 that resume’ would be more than enough o have

e labeted as a Communist (the worst thing you conld say
about somcone back then) and to be “watched” by the
Mississippi Stale Sovercignty Cominission, which back in
those days was the politically correct, official arm of state
govermment. | imagine that there are even some contempo-
rary readers that wonid continue to find my background, sus-
pect. Such reader abhorrence, if any, simply underscores my
point: that political corrcetness, no watter what hue, enden-
ge1s basic American ideals of free thought and expression
that have set us apart from the excesses and abuses that have
stained so much of human experience.

Certainly, much of this article was prompted by the Trent
Lott melidown and the partisan attempt by Congressional
Demacrats to demonize and defeat Judge Chartes Pickering's
appointment 1o the Fifih Circuit Courts of Appeals. What
bothers me the most is that once again Missi SSIppt was por-
trayed by and to the rest of the nation as some kind of red-
neck backwater where all the white people are snatding,
homicidal, fow 1Q racists randomiy committing unspeakable
acts of violenee against docile, helpless albeit backward
African Americans who ar¢ buing miaintained in sonie form
of perpetuat bondage by a small, privileged Deep South aTis-
tocracy that all live in antebettum homes managing immense
cotton fortunes, Only through the grace and benign paicrial-
ism of morally superior crusaders living in splendid and far
removed affhuence and comfort in places like Matibu,
California and the Upper East Side of Manhattan (and who
have never been within a thousand miles of the Magnolia
State except maybe for a convention trip to New Or-leceens)
can even a shred of civilization be preserved here in the .
repressive hinterlands, Varidtions of this stereotypical view,
which [ have personally experienced while working in

R S continued on puge 8

Where Lawyers Look for Lanwyers

ATTORNEY OPPORTUNITIES

Jackson and Biloxi

Mid-size & Targe regional law firms seek
attorneys with the following cxperience:

Litigation Asseciates
I-3 years experience
Litigation Partner (Preferably Commercial)
7-10 years experience

Firms prefer stronp academic credentials. (ft‘1|1_1;10|1§:}1i011
packages are amony the highest i Mississippi. All mquiries
are strictly confidential. Please contact Kevin B, Fisher, Fsq.
at kevin@americanlepalscarch.com or cail 615-251-9652. For
more information, go to wew. AmericanLegatScarch.corn.

AMERICAN

Where Lawyers Look for Lawyers

ATTORNEY OPPORTUNITIES

North Mississippi

Outstanding faw firms seck attorneys with
the foliewing experience:

Banking Associate
2-7 years experience

Corp./Iransaction Partner
10-20 years experience

Partnership opportunitics. No porlable busingss is RECESSATY.
Compensalion packages are among the highest in Nii§51531|;[}|_ All
inquiries are strictly contidential, Pleage contact Kevin R, ;_“ISIICI:
sy, af kevini@americanjegalsearch.com or call 615-251-9632. For

more information, go to www.AmericanLegalScarch.com.
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The long holidays arcund the
Wednesday Chrishimas and New
Year’s made for not many highway
trips lately. Not o repeat mysell too
often, but on the onc recent trip U've
made down Fighway 49 South the
old convertible seented to hit a mag-
netic {ield just south of the Highway
59 crossover aud veered on ils own
into the Farmers Market All You Can
Fiat Buttet. I put on sun shades so
wouldn’t have to look at the
stufled/dead aninmal decorations and
headed Lo the station piled high with
fried catlish, chicken livers and gix-
zards, and smoked chicken. A blub ol
coleslaw had to do for fiber, and 1 ate
antil [ groaned. St} can’t understand
the pathetic array of desserts at this
place, but [tried a couple of home-
made-locking chocolate chip cookics
that were really pretty good.

My friend Johu Raymond Tullos
recommended a barbecue place in
Raleigh, and T tried it os my tast irip o
Smith County. 10s the Round Back
Ribs and BRQ on Hiphway 35 about
half a site north ol the d-way slop. Ti's
called “Round Back™ because it’s
round back of the Movie Souree,
Rafeigh’s country town version of
Biockbuster Video.

Round Back is a small place with
not many tabies, but the day [ was there
the room was full. T spolied the sherifl
and a couple of deputies, s0 you knmy
it’s tasty food. The owners appeared o
do a brisk te-go business also.

As you know, soincone who likes to
cal as much as 1 do also likes (o cook.
And cooking at home means shopping
for groceries. Pyve always fonged for
shopping like the residents of
Manhatian have - g specialty shop of
some sort at every corner and puevey-
ors of fiesh bread, cheese, wine, fruit,
vegetables, flowers, Fish, meat, and
unusual prepaced dishes within walking
distance of one another in every neigh-
barhaod.

1 have to say that in the last several
years, while Fackson is ne rival to the
Big Apple and we don’t really have
neighborbood convenience, gour-
mands/gourmets have seen the estab-
lishment of an astonishing array of

0O

Highway Eats

by the Road Lawyer

eood fresh-food markets.

Broad Street Baking Company is 3
Fine example. The breads there could
compete with those from Up Fast or
dawn in N'Orleans. The choices are
wide, varied somewhal lrom day to day
(seven days a seek), and there 8 a line
selection of international cheeses and
olive oils as well. Cookies, brownies,
and other desserts can complele a meal
beautifully. And thats not to mention
the sandwiches, soups, salads, and
other main meny items thal can be
packed to go for home eating or pic-
nicking,

Broad Strect will also make up trays
to your order. The cookie and bar plat-
ter is always & hif, and | recommend the
Italian cream eake the next time you
need fo take a dessert to a friend’s house.

A new favorite of mine is Paul
Aunthony’s Butcher Market at 4760 1-35
Frontage Road North, between the Play
Ien and the Red Arrow Carwash.

Since it opened fast fall, Uve been a
regular for their prime, cenler-cut lon-
derloin beef (which you can cut with a
fork), famb and veal chops, small
whole chickens, freshly made sausage,
and fresh seafood. This Market works
at acconumodating its palrons, and
there are new ilems every time | go in.
Lots of stuft to accompany the meat:
baking potatoes, salad makings, mcred-
ible portebello reushroomns, fresh
asparagus, cheeses {mited selection},
and many rubs aud sauces for the cook-
g PrOCess.

The Buicher Market also does
sieked meat (chicken, 1ibs, chops,
etc.) for plate lunches to go. The siyvle
and flavor is reminiscent of Big Jims
Smokchouse (gone now from

Ridgeland (o make way for the
famous Colden Arches).

McTaggarts Meat Market is
another excellent mest and fish
market - on the east side of
Highway 31 between Ridgehnd
angd Madison. 105 aot as conve-
nient to my neighborhood, but it
has its devoled Madison County
fans. The prime beel s excellent,
and the fish selection is impres-
sive. They also have prepared
[vods like crabmeat-stulled
mushrooms you just heat, serve,
and love fo cat. Their Greek salad
bhecomes a complete meal when topped
wilh the smoked chicken hreasts, and
they sell a varicly of tempting

casseroles. A specialty of the house is 2
porkchop stuffed witl homenade
sausage.

I can’t talk about fish markels with-
out mentioning Mississippi Sealood
Fxchange at 795 East McDowell Road
{right next to LPS) over the railroad
tracks from the exit off £33 South.
They deliver to most of the restaurants
i town and to the Butcher Market bus
also seli to individuals. Good folks
work there, and they know how to cut
the Tish and can tell you how (o cook il
If you've in South Jackson, its the
place to get salmon, sushi-grade tuna,
scatlops, red snapper, swordfish, and
NOTC. '

For something different, § recom-
mend the Mediterranean Grocery &
Deli at 6712 Od Canton Road in
Ridgeland, That’s on the east side of
Old Canton a couple of blecks north of
Amerigo’s and just south ol the
Lmpress Restaurant. The Grocery is
owned and operated by Elias and
Joanna Habib, Mrs. Habib does the
cooking, and Mr. Habib is quite the
gregavious proprietor. He grew up in
Galilee in Israet on a farm where his
father grew olives. Years ago he came
to Mississippl from school in Burope;
he’s had the grocery business Tor three
years.

The {labibs serve up {(lor take-out
omly) aumerous freshly made Middle
Hastern foods such as kibbi, fefalel,
hummus, baba ganoush (eggplant dip),
lentil pilaf, spinach and meat

continned on page 8
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Captain E(llﬁty comtintied from page 4

such places as Malibu, Catifornia and (he Upper East Side of
Mauhattan, is demeaning and unfair 1o both black and white
citizens of Usis state. T for one am tired ol being stereotyped
by the moral elite. | strongly suspect I am not alone,

For the record, Trent Lotts widely publicized comments al
Senator Thurmond's birlhday party were no doubt stu pid and
ill advised. By attributing his views to all Mississippians, he
gave all the old negative stereotypes a big B-12 shot. Did he
believe what he said? On some fevel, 1'm sure he did althougil:
o one has yet pinned down exactly what he meant by “all
these problems.” Trent said something about Strom favoring a
strong national defense but it must be remembered that a cot-
ple of years before President Truman had dropped a couple of
Atomtic Bombs on Japan, so T den’ think (hat was it. But be -
that as it nay. does his stupid and il advised stafement make
hio a racist? Not in fight of the many positive things he has
done for all citizens of Mississippi over (he span of a caveer.
By this standard, Jesse | ackson’s infamous characterization of
New York City as “Hymie Town™ would surely qualily him as
a card-cartying racist as well. However, i light of his memo-
rable and inspirational “Early Bus™ and “Keep Hope Aldive”
speech at the 1988 Democratic National Convention in San
Francisco, and mauy other good works, | don't think so.

Don’t gel me wrong; stupid and it advised is not good. B
is reasom for one to lose respect and withhold support and in
am elected official’s case, to vole against, but not to disiniss
out of hand in light of a fifetime of service. In fuct, when it
comes to labeling people racists based on factoids and
hearsay, which seems to be the favorite past time of the
moraily superior these days, T would think the burden of proof
should be high indeed. The hest example of a beyond a rea-
sonable doubt racist is the late Byron De La Beckwith. He
made it preity clear where he stoad.

As to Judge Pickering, while Demeocratic Senators Jike
Hittary Rodham Clinton who as an adult had always jived in
state and lederal government housing until she relocated to be
nearer her betoved Buffalo Bills may disagree with his judi-
cial philosophy in a party line vote, the record is clear that his

nomination is payback for all the Chinton judicial pominees
that were held up by the Republicans in the Senate Judiciary
Commitice. it would be more in keeping with American
ideals of fundamental faivness il politicos and puadits wiuld
do the unthinkable and fook at lis record - his entire record.
And after doing that, if he is such a monster, lel the whote
Senate vote him down.

In the end, to silently tolerate the insidious tyranay of
political correciness only serves 1o harden hearts and evapo-
rate the reservoir of good will that innately exists in atl of us:
black, white, red, brown and yellow. Demonizing people does
absolutcly nothing to Improve race gelations or to lend a
helping hand to those who are trapped in a seemingly endless
eycle of poverty, crime and hopelessness, Unlortunately, there
is 100 much condemuation and not enough good-faith cllort to
fmprove everyone’s lot in life here in Mississippi and through-
out America these days. [t is something to think about and
discuss - freely.

Road Lawye v continued from page 6

pies. They have stulfed grape feaves and baklava and other
pastrics that they “almost wake” The mosi popular hone-
made speciatty o the house is tabouli wlich sells out early,
<o calt ahead They also make the big New Orleans style
muffaletia sandwiches, using delicious ohve salad from New
Orleans that [ can eat with a spoon.

Walking into the Mediterrancan Grocery will remind you
ol the Centrat Grocery, That rich aroma of nyw naling ofves
and deli meats and spices and beans and coffee.

The Groeery shelves are full of unflamilias canned goods -
Fava beans and chickpeas and anchovies, all manney of
wonderful things much like the Central Grogery that 1'd ke to
know how to cook. The Mediterrancan Grocery is open 10:15
a.n. untit 7:00 p.an. Monday through Saturday.

‘Thete are others, Tet me know your favorite place to shop
in Jackson with an e-mail ¢/o webmaster@hindsbar.com.
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LEGAL RESOURCES, INC.

Professional Staffing
Solutions Since 1994

(601) 981-1606
(800) 481-0330

Contact

www.legalresources.com
1675 Lakeland Dr, Suite 306 Jackson, M5 39216

LEGAL RESOURCES, INC.

Mississippi’s only full service tegal staffing company

Attorney Services Division
Experienced Contract Attorneys — Long & Short Term Assignments
Partner & Associate Placement

v Mergers & Acquisitions/Firm Expansion

Legal Support Division
Legal Secretaries, Paralegats, Receptionist, Clerks
Temp, Temp to Perm, and Permanent Placernent

Holly Ratcliff, JD - Contract Attorney Services
Afan Lange - Partner & Associate Placerent / Mergers & Acquisitions
Ann Lacey - Legal Support Staff Services

GOLF OUTING JUST FOR LAWYERS

(All Lawyers and Judges in Hlinds, Rankin & Madison Counties are eligible.)

11th Annual

H INDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCITATION and
JACKSON YOUNG LAWYERS
GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Thursday, May 22, 2003
Shotgun Tee Off: 1:00 p.m.

Hamburger/Chicken Buffet 12:00 noon
Annandale Golf Course (Soft Spikes Reguired)

All proceeds from the tournament will go to the

MISSISSIPPI VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

4 Person Scramble*

Limit 116 Persons

COST ONLY $125 Per Player includes Lunch and Post-Tournament Cocktail Party

REGISTRATION FORM
DEADLINE, MAY 6, 2003

*I.‘ o . H .
Tach competing <47 sthave a ¢ ined handic: “at i
peting 4™ must have a combined handieap of at least 40 or more with oaly | member having a handicap of 10 or fess

Must send check with registration, and checks should be payable to; Hinds County Bar Association

c/o Debra Allen, 812 N. President Street, Jackson, MS 39202, For more information call, Debra at 353-0001.

Name ; i
ame.___ Your Handicap
Address
. . Team Members Handicap
Phone
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For the web, 2002 was the year
»f the blog. You may not have
heard of the term, a contrac-
tion of “web log,” even though they
have existed lor several years. Their num-
bet totals In the hundveds of thousands. In addition to the
number of blog sites, a number of other law-related websites
started in 2002, Law Technology News has picked a number
of the most notable.

The eartiest blogs were a little more than personal jour-
nals, but there are a nember. Two inferesting sites are appeal-
ing. http/Awwwappellateblogspot.com, is a blog devoted o
appeHate fitigation by Howard Bashmau, chair of the
Appetlate Group ol Phitadelphia’s Buchanan [ngersell. The
Washington, I2.C. firm Goldstein & Howe, has within ils
owh website www.goldstembowe.com/blogfindes.ctin,

There are also 2 number of sifes devoted to specific lepal
topics. For those of you accustomed to federal Htigation,
Daubert on the Web, www.daubertontheweb.com, is devoted
1o analysis of the U.S. Supreme Couwrt’s 1993 deeision in
Draubert v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals. Created by

Philadelphia litigator Peter B, Nordberg, it offers hundreds of

appeltate cases, along with a procedurat guide, tactics and a
continually updated treatise.

Christimas brought a gratifying number of books as pifts
which iny hosband and | are still i the process ol reading. FHe
reads biographics and histories dealing primarily with
Amcrican, political, and mildary history, [read biographics
and historics perfaining o Eegland and Borope, with a focus
on my favorile historical place and time, England between the
Wars (1 and 11). He has to be forced to read fiction, and [ find
that | read tess Fiction than T once did, as taste in current fic-
tiom seems to have {eft me behind, That’s another sign of age,
[ suppose. Fve starled noticing those signs now, having been
given unmistakable evidence of aging by receiving “early”
retirement. T knew the bioom had left the rose, but hadr’t real-
ized | was eligible for deadheading.

Speaking of roses, among the books we lcuuvui was the
new cdition of Classic Roses by Peter Beates. 1 keep trying to
grow chssic roses, which ile books as well as my gardening
friends assure me are virtually care free and not subject to the
problems of hybrid teas. All my classic roses have black spot
and some sort of virus. | have a Cecile Braner and a Mme
Esaac Pereire that by mid July have almost no leaves but ots
of vicious thorns that serve to keep the men whe mow the
lawn a good five feet away, so that there ave chrcles of grass
and weeds surrounding two carefully mulehed really ugly
clusters of sticks with some sickly biooms here and there.
However, | keep looking at books like this and therefore plan

Book Notes

A Review by Nonie Joiner

On Computmg o

by Joel Howell

The Legacy Tobacco PDocuments Libravy, http:
fwwwlegacy.libr ary. ucsledu, whicl is maintained by the
University ol C atifor nia, San Francisco, containg a compila-
tion of documents fobacco companies agreed (o publish on
the web until 2016, [t houses more than 20 million pages
fram tobacco industrics” sites dating as early as the 1930s.

The Women’s Law Initiative, hitp: fAwww.womenslaworg,
is a nationwide resource lor victims of domestic violence. I
has a slate by state listing of methodology {for securing a
resteaining order, as well as applicable statutes and court
forms, [t includes documents on domestic vielence and Hnks
to slate and local demestie vielence resources.

Denver law firm Rothgerber fohnson & Lyons sponsors
the Religious Liberty Archives, waw.churchstatelaw.com,
wlhich ([ollows religious freedom law and full text of relevant
Supreme Court cases since 1913, Another site, www.chill-
ingefTects.ory, ts devoted to protection of onling [ree speech.
i was lsunched by the Electrenic Frontier Foundatioo and
four law schools and includes annotaled cease-and-desist let-
ters with comments on applicable baw. Creative Consmons,
htip:/Awww.ercativecommaons.org, which originated from a
combinalion ol Tlarvard and Stanford Law Schools, works 1o
develop web applications and altow licensing on more gencr-

ous terms than copyright. continued on poage 11

Lo keep trying,.

We received several Stephen Ambrose
hooks, which of course are always excellent,
Its 5o sad to realize there won't be any move. The gy
Mississippi, co-authored by Douglas G. Brinkley, @E};
a history professor at the Universily of New
Orleans, has photographs by Sam Abell, National Geograplic
Photographer-in-Residence. Pegasus Bridge is an accounting
of the planning and execution of the first engagement of 1)-
Day, when @ group of British paratroopers sceured a vital
bridge. Larry particularly liked Cruzy Horse and Custer: The
Parallel Lives of Two American Warriors, an older book now
available in paperback,

An Army at Daswn by Rick Atkinson also got a good report
from Lacry, bul he read it immediately after reading Crazy
Horse and kept complaining (hat Atkinson doesn’t write as
well a3 Ambrose. 1 probably a good idea to alternate fiction
angd nonfiction to avoid situations like that. I'm now reading
The Viceroy ¥ Daughters by Arnme de Courey, which is about
Lord Curzon’s three daugliters, and its very inferesting but
wrillen in g somewhat journalistic style. | was given What
Southern Women Know (That Every Woman Should) by Ronda
Rich but can’t report on # as 1 quit reading after the first
cliapter due to severe nausea.

continued on page T

Book Notes continued from page 10

The most interesting and by Tar the most lyrical fiction
I've read recently is The Heaven of Mercury by Brad Watson,
who grew up in Meridian. The setting is the town of Mercury,
obviously based on Meridian, gypsies in the cemetery and all.
The book received excellent, virtually rave reviews from all
sorts of prestigtous lierary commentators, and elicited a lot of
comparisons to Faulkner, which I atiribute to the fact that it
set in Mississtppt and has oty of long sentences, It didn’
make me think of Faulkner. fames Joyee, maybe. [t was fre-
quently deseribed as “Southerns Gothic,” whatever (hat is, and
the thing that puzzled me about it is exactly why virtually all
of the characters in the novel are old southert: stereotypes.
Maybe he just wanted to prove that he could make then inter-
esting and nen-stereotypical, which of cowrse he did. But why
bother? T wish one of you here in Jackson would read i and
call me up and explain that to me. But it doesn’t reatly matter,
He writes so eloquently, and the closing chapters are quite
beautifisl. You can kind of relax into the flow of the language
and just floal along on those long lovely sentences. | could

hardly make myself stop reading it, although it was to me ulti-
mately unsatisfying, as though alt that talent had been wasted
on an unworthy project. Still, F can’t wait to read his next
effort.

On Com P lltl ] g continned fienn page 10

Goagle.com, renmins the best search engine avound, but
teoma.com is more taw-oricated than Google and may help in
more specific searches. Myway.com, chalienges web index
Yahoo.com with the campaign slogan, “Yahoo is toast” 11 has
many of Yahoo's features, however, it excludes advertising,
charges no fees and hay its search and index powered by
Google.

O W R kR R FoE ok
Ever forget your product key? Try magicaljellybean.com.
L R

Questions or comments? Send enail to
webmaster@hindsbarcom.

LEFOLDT orC 0., PA.

o H{ll} DY PLURLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

AN of our experience is directly relevant to your need for
professional excellence from your accounting experts. Our
services include cxpert witness testimony at depositions and
trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts, consultation
on litigation options and approaches, support during the dis-
covery process, damage analysis and review, investigative
auditing, forecasting of economic losses, fraud audits, asset

scarches and tracing of funds.

690 Towne Center Blvd M Post Office Box 2848 # Ridgeland, MS 39158 M {()(}1 } 950~ 2%74
145-B Main Streer B Post Oftice Box 263 B Biloxi, MS 39533 ¥ {228} 435-7903 :




MISSISSIPPE COLLEGE

REGULAR LIBRARY HOURS

Monday - Thursday T30 am. ~ midnight
Friday 7:30 a.am. - 9:00 pm,
Saturday G:00 am. - 9:00 pan.
Sunday noon - midnight

SPRING BREAK
Frichay, March 7 730 am. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, Murch 8 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 9 1:00 pan. - 5:00 p.m.
Man. - Thurs,, Mar, 10-13: 7:30 2. - 5:00 p.ns
Fri, Sat, Mar. 14, 150 9:00 am. - 5:00 p.o,

EASTER
Friday, April |8 2:00 a.m. - 5:00 pan.

EXAM SCHEDRULE (May 2 - May 14)
Monday - Priday 7:30 aam. - midnight
Saturday 0:00 a.m. ~ midnight
Sunday noon - midnight

Heners ave subject to chanye withont nofice

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
t51 L Griffith Strees
Jackson, MS 39201

SCHOOL OF LAW LIBRARY HOURS

FIRST CLASS

First Cass Mail
Li.8. Postage
PAID
Juckson, M5



11111 HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

JUNE 2003

President’s Column
by Stuart Kruger

As with all incoming Presidents, [
feel compelicd to thank our outgoing
# President, William Wright, for his
(m[smndmg service and dedication to the HCBA. Under
hig leadership, we continued the frend ol increasing our
membership, tmproviag the quality and scope of our
services 1o owr membership, and providing additional
opporturilies for involvement of the membership in the
community. Fhank you to Witliam and all those who
actively participated in the HCA Tast year.

In addition fo improving our existing services,
considerabic time and effort was devoted last year o
the development of the Community Grant Project. The
Project awards an annual geant te a worthy civic or social
organization whose primary mission is to assist persons
wilhout Financial means or provide certain social
services 1o persons with special needs. The recipient
for 2003 is Operation Shoestring, Inc., which focuses

will evaluate the needs of the conymunily and select an
appropriate reciplenl. A move detailed article regarding

primarity on child care. Each year, the Project Commiltlee

the Praject appears elsewhere in this Newsleller, Thank
you 1o Roy Campbell, I md his Committee for their
tireless efforts in establishing the Project.

For this year, we plan o continue o provide the same
high quality scrvices to our membership. We also plan fo
consider additional services to our membership and the
community, One goat will be to develop a projeet for pro-
viding education to the elderty regarding the court system
in an effort to facititate the understanding of, access o,
and protection by the courl system.

The fastest growing scgment of the population in (his
country is the clderly. By the year 2010, the total elderly
population in central Mississippi is estimated to reach
uearly 13%. While the majority of the issues refated to
the efderly and the court system are obvious 10 us, most
of those issues have not been addressed adequately.

The eldetly arc particularly vuinerabie to abuse and scam
artists. We will develop a plan to participate in assisting

this important segiment of our community. Please consid-
¢r becoming involved in this and all othey aspects of our
organtzation this yoar,

HCBA LUNCHEON MEETING

Tuesday, June 17, 2003

Capital Club

12:00 Noon $12.00

The speaker will be Justice William L. Waller, Jr.
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June 17, 2003
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Moon. Capital Club

August 18, 2003
HCBA Memhbership Meeting
& One Heur CLE Ethics.
11:30 a.m. Capital Club

Ocfaber 21, 2003
HCBA MemBbership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Slub

Juneg 26, 2003
Advanced Warkers'
Gompensation.
torman Business Center.
715-833-3940

June 26, 2003
Inteltectual Property Issues
ir Structuring Deals.
PLL 800-260-4754

July 10, 2003
nsurance Coverage Law
in MS. NBI. 800-930-6182

Juty 11, 2003
Nuts & Boits of 551 &
Warkers' Comp.
UM-CLE. 661-915-7282

Jily 11, 2003
Sefecting & Terminatling
Employees in MS,
NBi. 800-930-6182

Jidy 15, 2003
Gonstritction
Payment Rights.
Lorman Business Center.
715-833-3940

July 17, 2003
Handling 2 Social Security
Disability Case in MS,
NBI. 800-930-6182

July 18, 2003
M5 Evidence Workshop.
PESL 800-826-715%

July 18, 2003
HIPAA Compliance.,
Lorman Business Center.
715-833-39440

July 22, 2003
The Prabate Process from
Start of Finish in MS,
N8, 800-930-6182

December 4, 20023
HCBA Christmas Party.
5:30-7:00 p.m,
01d Gagitol Inn

February 17, 2004
HGBA Membership Meeting.
Noos. Capital Club

Aprif 20, 2004
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club

Juty 22, 2003
A Guide to the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001.
Lorman Business Canter.
715-833-3940

July 24 & July 25, 2003
CLE by the Hour,
UM-CLE. 662-825-7282

July 24, 2003
Nuts & Bolts of 401 (K) Plans.
Lorman Business Cenier. -
715-633-3940

July 29, 2003 .
Zoning and Land Use in MS.
{orman Businass Genter.
715-3948

August 4, 2003
MS Construction Law:
What Do You do When...?
NBI. 800-930-6182
August 6, 2003
Strategies in Handling -
DUl Gases in M5, -
Lorman Business Center,:
??5"833 3940

Augusr?' 2003 )
Solving Water Intrusion & -
~ Mold Problems. _
Lerman Business Center,”. -
- 715-833-3040 - -
" August 19,2003
HEBA Membefshlp Meel:ng
& fine Hour CLE Ethics,
11:30 4.m. Capital Club
 Augiist 22, 2003
Bankripicy in MS. Lorinan
Business Center. 715-3940

fiugust 28 2002, ..
Advanced Expert Wrtness

Deposition Tactics in MS.

‘BNI. 806-930-6821 . - .

Letter fo the Fditor

Near Editor:

Anyone aware of Luke Dove's record i Vietnam will
realize his ' Smdll Bombs™ article ollers a view of wat’s reality.
Shzart bombs may well give the LLS, cover Tor the short term
impact ol the policy of preemption. Their detonations will feave
& wounded American rofe in the globalization of the world
CCONMTEY,

The reputed author of the policy of preemption, Paul
Woollowilz, proposed the policy to the [irst Bush
Administration. A president with extensive foreign policy
experience in the CIA and United Mations rejeeted the .
suggestion, The Seplember 11 atlacks appeared to pive new life
1o the concept of preemgtive mititary action. The doctrine
authorizes o military response (o a percetved threat to ULS,
natiomal security.

Oine ol the advantages of war “as a last resort’” is the clarity
wnony our Citizens that such war 15 just and justified. The
policy ol preemption is less clear. For examgle, who judees ihe
threat of mminent atlack is sullicient lo jovoke a preemptive
sleike? At what point do the acts of & few criminad thugs become
the acis of a sovereign slale against which precmptive action is
proper? In this demaocralic govermment, docs not an act ol war
reguire congressionad approval? The shoot first, ask gquestions
tater preemplion policy underiines owr carelully
balanced domestic processes.

This sharp turn in American foreign policy risks both
undesirable international consequences as well as au adverse
impact on domestic policics. The preemption pelicy promotes
constderable domestic political and cconomic unrest. Wars,
even smadl ones, are expensive. The costs preoceupy the treasury
and crowd out other expenditures, Citizens find themselves
competing for the ever shrinking pie. The anforlonale efleet
is divisive. Some of this is happening now where the Bemocrats
are labeled by the Republicans as unpatriotic and the
Republicans are Tabeled by the Democrats as warmongers, cie.
Elardly a partisan issue, afler all; recent history would have
more Democrats in power at wars’ bcgilmiﬂgs rather than
Republicans, :

There is litdle doubt thal we will succeed b stamping out this
or that dictator/thug/criminal and we might intimidate some of
the rest, but feave secthing, anti-Amertcanism. With the accom-
panying butchers bill and ceonomic drain, lelt unaddressed is
the Esracli/Palestinian confict which is, arpuably, the root cause
of Middle East unrest. The Jordanian Awbassador to the US.
recently said in Jackson that if the issucs belween [srael and
Palesting had been sobved, there likely would imv h{,ux uo
“Osama.”

Capitalism is a lethal threat to lymnmcal économies and
democracy i3 ils fertile mediwn, Recent years have seen the
“fexus and the olive branch” topple autacratic govermmenis,
Spending on miitary developnient has phamuieted. But relur o
the perceived neo-colonialism of the 19th century promises the

sad prospect of more wars and restraint on the spread of Treedom,

Before this policy of preemption becomes a-doctrine of our
govermuents] cullure, a vigorous debate must gake place. To

proceed in this direction without consensus u)ul(i \1{,I1 p ant the -

seeds of our vwn denmise,

Joha L. Maxey 11

An Evening Honoring the Judiciary

The Fvening Honoring the Judiciary, co-sponsored by the Hinds County Bar and the Jackson Young Lawyers; -
was held on Thursday, May 15, at the Okt Capitol fnn. David Maron served as chaivman of the tenth annual -
event. The speaker, Commissioner of the Southeastern Conference Mike Shive, was intraoduced by Rebert Khay
Chancelior of the University of Mississippi, :

Chiancelfor Robere Khavai; David Maron, Dinner Chairman;
aaed Mike Slive, 3EC Compissioner

Stieart Kruger, 2003-2004 HCBA President; and William

Pt Eveans, HCBA Execntive Divector; James 1\0!}(’”\0?1 condd
Linclea Thawpson, 200032004 HCBA Presideat-Llect

Witticnt and DeAnn Weight; .-" = (mrf H.‘Ae Shl(’

Wright, 2002-2003 HCBA President

Wil Manuel, 2003-2004 JYL President; Melissa Williams, JYL-
Executive Director, and Diong Minor, 2002-2003 1Y T resident.

Judpe Swaa Yerger; Rm (. ampbez"! H( "BA. (r)mmmmy ( ;mm -
Chatrman; and Chancellor Robert Khevad




Hinds County Bar ASS(}CiﬂtIOH Supports Rtadmg Program

A newly formed HOBA Commitice needs YOU Lo $1gn up
and supporlt “ONE JACKSON ONE BOOK,” an ambitious
program miliated by Jackson Friends of the Library. The
program is designed to encourage people of all ages to read
and discuss Froest I Gaines® novel, A fesson Before Dyving,
Set in the rarad eep South in the laie 1940s, 4 Lesson
Before Dying addresses issues of faith, Funily, love and
Justice i (he context of a young Aftican-American who
awaits exceution for a nurder hie did not commit. The novel
was Bominated for a Pulitzer Prive, won the Natonat Book
Critics Cirele Award for Fiction and was an Oprah’s Book
Club selection. Seventeen cities in eleven other states have
selected A Lesson Before Dying los reading and discussion
for their own “ONE CITY ONE BOOK™ progtams. Mr.
Gaines, an African-American Professor and Weiter-in-
Residence at the Univessity of Sonthwestern Louisiana in
Lafayette, is also authov of The dutobiography of Miss Jfane
Pittinan and A Gathering of Old Men. In 1993, he was
awarded a MoArthur Foundation Cirant.

Stuart Kruger, President of HCBA, has appointed an ad
hoc commitice, co-claired by Robert Gibbs and John
Henegan, to support ONE JACKSON ONE BOOK., The
co-chais are secking HOBA valunteers whao are wilting to
serve on d Speakers” Bureay, sit on panel discussions, or
hetp moderate group discussion, Fackson Friends of the
Library has already prepared all the resource materials
needed for each task.

ONE JACKSON ONE BOOK has heen instramental in
placing A Lesson Befowe ying on the Fall curricula of many
ofthe Jocal area schools and colleges with plans being made
for students and teachers from different schools to meet and
discass the book. A series of discussion groups for the public
will be held, leading up to a visit by Mr. Gaines who will
read from his works and speak to student and adult groups

during a two-day stay,

“The project is an excellent opportanity for members of
the Hinds (_'.‘.ount}! Bar to give their time and wlents (o the
fackson community. It is important lor younger people to see
(hat adults can become as excited aboul a book as about who
will be coming oul for the NBA draft,” Roberl CGibbs said.
Because of our involvement in the judicial system, attorneys
have an important perspective to share about the fssues of
justice and eapital punishment that are found in the book.
“The book is Hike a magnet that draws the reader froin the
very first pages to its compelling conclusion. We hape that
HUBA members will pick up @ copy as they head out of
town for a long weekend or sermmer vacation, read it and
decide for themselves how goad it is, and come back mldy
t \Uluntu,l said John Hencgan,

ONE JACKSON ONE BOOK is patterned alier similar
programs i mare than 130 cities throughout the United
States. Ruth Campbell, Deputy Director For Cultural -
Services for the City of Jackson, and Ward Sunmer,
President of the Jackson Friends are co-chairs of this City-
wide efforl. Kathy Johnson, wife of Jackson ] Muayor Harvey
Johnson, is Honorary Chair of this project. I you want 1o be
an HH( f\ \oiunttu plc(m, {,dl[ lit)but (nhbs at 94%- %](} tor

"’l hompson'Pa: tlc1pates.m e
_.ABA Bar_Leadershlp lnst;tut

5 J\B/\’k. B'!i L.éctdt;'%h_m i
:- m L hIC'];_,,D ()n \dai{:h 6 cmd 7, 20[}3

Camu'as Allowed in Mississippi Courtrooms
by Beverly Pettigrew Craft

The Mississippi Supreme Cowrt recently adopted rules to
permit broadeast and still camera coverage of trial and appet-
late court proceedings, with some restrictions, The
Mississippi rules Tor Flectrenic and Photographic Coverage
of Judicial Proceedings become effective July |, 2003, and
apply to the Misstssippi Supreme Courl, Court of Appeals,
chancery cousts, clicait comts and counly courts,

The new rules detine elcctronic media coverage as “any
reporting, recording, broadeasting, narrow casling, cable
casting, and webcasting ol court proceedings by the media
using television, radio, photographic, recording, or other
clecironic device.”

The new rules specifically allow judicial discretion to
linut elecironic media coverage. The presiding justice or
Judge “has the diseretion to Hinut or tenminate elecironic cov-
erage at any fime during the procecdings i the court deems
stch necessary and m the interest of justice to protect the
rights of the partics or witnesses, or the dignity of the court,
or 1o assure orderly conduct of the procecdings.”

‘Fhe rufes lurther provide that: “Al electronic coverage i
subject at alf times to the autharity of the presiding justice or
udge to (1) control the conduet of the proceedings, (i)
enswe decorum and prevent distiaction, and {11) enswre fair
adninistration of Justice in the pending case. The vights of
the parties o a fan adjudication are recognized as para-
meount.”

Videataping or photographing jurars or polential jurors
before their final dismissat i prohibited. Electronic coverage
is prohibited, unless suthorized by the presiding judge, in
cases of divorce, child custoddy, support, guardianship, con-
servatorship, conmnment, waiver of parental conscot to
abortion, adoption, delinquency and neglect of miners,
determmination of paternity, termination of parental rights,
domestic abuse, motions to suppress evidence, proceedings
wvolving trade scerets, and in ciunera procecdings,
Eleetronic coverage s also prombited for certain elasses of
witnesses, inchuding: police informants, minors, wdercover
agents, relocated witnesses, victims and familics of victims
of sex crimes, and victims of domestic abuse. No audio
recording is permtitied of off-the-recosd conferences in the
coutlroom between the court and counsel, o between coun-
sel and co-counsel, or between counsel and clients or wit-
iesses. Rubes also stale that judicial proceedings held i
chambers and proceedings generally closed (o the public
shalt nol be subject (o electronic coverape.

Parties to court proceedings may object o electronic
media coverage. The provision states, “Any parly may object
to electronic coverage by written motion, which may be sup-
poried by affidavits. Such motions shall he filed no later than
{iflcen (15) days prier Lo commencement of the judicial pro-
ceedings, unless good cause exists to shorten the thime for [3-
ing.”” A notice reguirement states, “Media representatives
who propose e engage it electronic coverage of' s judicial
proceeding shall notify the clerk and the court adminsizator
of the court of such intention at least forty-cight (48) hours

prior to the commencement of the proceeding. The presiding
justice or judge may shorten or waive the time (or advance
notice.”

A pool requirement states, “Ne more than one television
camera or video recorder, one audio syslem for radio broad-
casting, or one still photographer shal! be allowed i any
Judiciad proceeding. Any pooling arrangements among the
media reguired by these limitations on equipment and per-
sonnel shall be the sole responsibility of the media without
calling upon ihe presidiog justice or judge to mediate any
dispule as to the appropriate medica represcntative or eguip-
ment authorized to cover a parlicular proceeding. In the
absence of advance media agreement on disputed equipment
or persennel (ssues, the presiding justice or audge shall
exclude all coutesting media personnel from a proceeding.”

The rules provide that clecironic coverage must not pose
a distraction or disrupt proceedings. Movement of reporters
or cquipment shall be limited and may be prohibited during
proceedings. The rules state: “Only cquipment which does
not produce distracting sound or light shalt be employed to
cover judicial proceedings, No ftagh or steobe Lighting shall
be used. All ranning wires shall be securely taped 1o the
(oor. No other artificial lighting device of any kinds shali be
emploved m connection with electronic coverage unless oth-
erwise authorized by the coust”

Finally, the rufes provide that in the interest of decorum,
“Court eustoms shall be followed, including appropriate
a{tir 2 A copy ol t‘hc l‘Lllc*q is zi\-';lilal}ie on the web site ol the

AMERICAN

LEGAL @ SEARCH

R
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OPPORTUNITIES
Leading faw firms in Jackson have mnediate
openings fov civid Hbgation associales with 1-0
years of expericnce. These are very prestigious,
mid-sized and large firms, local and regional.
Firms prefer stong academie credentials.
Compensation packages are among the highest in
Mississippi. Al inguiries are strictly eonfidential.
Please contact Kevin R. Fisher, Esquire, at
kevin@americanlegalsearch.com or ¢all
615-251-9652. For more information, go to
www. Americant.egal Seaveh.com.
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Outstanding Service and Pro Bono Awards

At this years Evening Honoring (he fudiciary Dinner, HCBA President Welliam R. Wright (2002-2003) and 1YL
President Doug Minor (2002-2003) presented their respective associations” awards [or Outstanding Service and Pro
Bono Contributions. Also, Chicl Justice Edwin Pittman was recognized with the Judicial Innovator Award, and Alex
Alston received the HCBA Professionalism Asvard.

The Hinds Counly Bar Association presenfed its fst
Community Grant to Operation Shoestring at the 1 vening -
Honoring the Judiciary Dinjier. The HCBA Board and the
Comnunity Grant Committee chose child care as the (,mphm
sis for this year, and; at-its | May wniceting, the Bourd voled to
aceept the tecommendation of the € mmmttu, 0 select.
(_)pual_mn ff;lmps,{l_m;:, as the grant recipient. The $10,0060
award was given to Operation Shoestringy xeeutive Divector:
Robert Langford by R{}}’ B dmphell I, ¢ mnmn{cc
Chairman, )

“The Commiltce bdu,vu. ()puaimn ‘ahnumn;_,, isa
dn,su\mw tu,lple,nt of the HCBAY initial comumunity grant
award,” said Campbeli. “Hs child care programs are well -
planned _andpi‘ofcsﬁiondil) administered. The grant will hclp
to leverage considerably more funding for the much necded

Wittiain Wrisht, 2002-2003 TICBA Preside
Operation Shaesiring Ex Yeculive

_ Langfe
Director; Hm' C (i!?I[JbL’H .

librasy and art z,tudm {imml}y (,I]]]cm(_,ll‘lé, the center’s chitd Conirmsiity, Grant Copinitie ¢ C !mm;:m: rm.-:! iart ng
care programs.)’ : ?()())‘ )()(H H( B f’f(*wdem ' : o
[()Ldfuldi i7ll Hdllc}’ l\\(."mlb ()puatson Shocs{rmw has : . I S
2 . rsiefe ; Mis, Pitt SAudicial fanovator Sward Winner, (hie
pt-;w:dt,d services 1o and resourees for-one of Jackson's most- piaydtn& suppmt ll:c buu,hmmkx nl both th(, Tackson Puhh _ E’H”’”: j};(”j:‘; (/)(’]Ui )6;{” i{f ,B! l{i “h:ﬁ( :‘I;t;{::ﬁf: atricia }tf\,;f(,‘f!_;-)::::a”f{;‘;f::-;;(m:t::i.;;ﬂ;)c,{”; ”f-”-g;” !
SHNE. A (s F NErviee A : Jestice ; e g
clixa(iwntd&,ad memmmu «,mu, 19()8 A major part. of Hs St,houh dnd lh(, Mlaslsupp] [)a,pamm,n{ uI de tiot.. ]’]](, ennett, 1L wistunding t

focus is child care; pmv dui m order o énable patents to
i}w{}mc and 1cmcun g‘nnluiiy c,mpioyu! Included amnong its
current programs arc Project KIDS aitcr—sghool and summer
CAIIp programs and home-based day care In 68 pma[(, honies ampbd] \'.Lu, ()1
in Eimds R'ml\m, emd ’\e‘f‘zdzx(m & (l{mil(,% The after-schoot - Gardon {_} Sdﬂd},
and summer camp pr( dms u’np}nssxc umdumm and tlmsu ~ Liaisor, -

;m[md dmi W]le

i Wll&,h{ iimld

- [l
Justice Pittman and Others Honored with Special Awards

Mississippm Supreme Court Chief internet since April 2001 and its 199 Tand his receipt last year of the
Tustice Fdwin L. Pittman en Thursday recenl adoption of rules (o permit Hinds County Bar Association Pro i
was nmpt‘d the recipictt of the Judicind Ca".]_cm LoveTage o {L oure proceedings. Bono Award. Alstt_m Was r_ccogni}(cd Frowg Minon 200220048 JYL President; David Muvon, JYL Puairicia Humeu ( i.imu.irrm of the Professionalism Award
fnnovation Award prescnted by the “Ltbink the public will finally see last year for donating his time in free : : ( )m_s";m.rr."mg X(f!‘i-'f(_’(; Awend Winner: Philip Thomas, JYL. Pro Bono Commiitee; and Mex Alston, HOBA Profossionalism Award
Ltinds County Bar Association and the whal goes on in the courtroom,” legal representalion, e Winner: and Will Manuel, JY1 2003-2004 President Hinner
Jackson Young Lawyers Association. Wright said. Jackson attorey Carlton W, ' :

The award was anhnotnced at the Wright also cited Pittman’s leader- Reeves was named this year’s recipicnt
tenth annual Evening Honoring the ship in adopting extensive revisions of the Hinds Counly Bar Association . .. vy
Tudiciary. The dinner and seception tor the Code ol Judicial Conduct. Pro Bono Award. Palricia W, Benned, Premier Positions - Career opportun’t’es
honored federal judges, state appeliale Pittman said alterwards, <[ a professor of las ai Mississipni . .
judges and nu:rni)cninfthe chalniccry accept i for the Rules Commitice.... | ('.T:‘Jll(c:::i;cl;)ml of Law E;:;d {r[:fmer Partner & fﬁssqqlatg: S?affﬂttp‘mgy / Ffex' Time
N oo ) ‘ e . Commercial Litigation Min 3 yrs litigation experience.
circuil and COURLY Courts in Hinds, aceepted the é?\\-’iil’d, but that committee  president of the Hinds County Bar 10+ yrs exp for partner/ book a plusbut ~ Excellent academics required.
Madison and Rankin counties. realty carned it Association, was the recipient of the not required. Assoc. 4+ yrs exp. Top Full benefits provided.

Outgoing [Hinds County 3ar The Rules Committee is made up Hinds County Bar Association 5 10-20% of class, Pragressive firm w/
Associalion President Whkljam R, of Justices Witliam L. Waller fr., Kay Outstanding Serviee Award. e LEGAL RESOURCES, INC, top of market compensation scheme, New Regional Firm
Wright, in announcing the award noted 13, Cobb and George C. Carlson I, The Jacksem Young Lawyers . Coming to Jackson
Justice Pittmans record of public ser- fackson attorney Alex A, Alston I, Pro Bono Award went to Philip W. v Latera!Assocgatg Secks 3-10+ person group w/
vice i thyee different branches of gov- was honored as the recipicent of the Thomas. David ¥ Maron, past presi- . New firm exp:andmg " Jacgsgn: growth commercial litigation / med mal/ book:
ernment. Hinds County Bar Asseciation dent ol the Jackson Young Lawyers, f Professional Staffing 5’05'}'0”5 fo; ;13300fate_w/ $ V:S i Partner{s) w/ bankruptcy book: 2-4 yrs

Wright said, “I think Justice 13d Professionalism Award. reccived the 1YL Outstanding Service | - Solutions Since 1994 SMPIOVITIEN. 2w experience o uaing axp. lateral assoc,

& 4, e & - : litigation. Aggressively competitive salary

Fittman has made his biggest impact Pittazan said of Alston alterwards, Award. ’ : for top of class candidata.
on aur state as chief justice. Hex done  “He is the epitome of what a lnwvyer Opcration Shoestring received the L : (601) 981-1606 . 6
S0 many things in an movative way.” ought fe be” HOBA Community Grant Award for R ' L (800} 481-0330 For confidential inquiry contact. Legal Resources, Inc., 601-981-160

Wright noted the Supreme Courts Pileman noted Alston’s service as its work in child care services. The leqal com Ve Busir?égg Efétg;pmem Jane S;:;S:zifgnfsq
broadeast of its orat arguments viz the president of the Mississippt Bar in sward includes a $10,000 check. 1675\3:3‘::1.41 IJ? S;Etisf.g;:;keszl WS 39216 alan@legalresources.com jane@legalresources.com




Crime, Culture and Family

Iry Captain Equify

Major coime in northand northeast Jackson is up 45%
this year. People are scared and paranoid. Major erine in
the rest of Jackxon is up 20%. Many of these residents have
been scared and paranoid for a very fong time. Too many
eitizens feel alone and ignored by a Police Chief, Mayor
and Criminal Justice Systen that don’l quite scem to be on
Lthe same page with each other, much less the victims.

Like the crime statistics JPD has been veluctant to
refease, Chief Moote would tell us that it is really a “per-
ceplion” problam. Fxeuse me Chiel| bul that rings a little
hollow with our family whenever we think about one ol ouy
fuvorite neighbors who was murdered in her hed last _
October by someone liigh on crack who has since pleaded

guilty to the erime. 1 ean only imagine how the “perception”

comment plays with her family as they try to make some
sense out of why their mother was murdered tor no good
reason or for that matier, anyonc else who has been foreed
fo stare down the barrel of & gun as the price for walking 1o
their neighborhood.

A then there s Harvey Johnson, city planner turned
mayor. | know the mayor to be a good guy; a politician aller
all, but then that 1s by definition what he is. Fe is also
someone wha nevers met a plan he didn’t love, Remember
how he campagned lor the Maple-Linder plan despite the
hefty price tag? These were the same consultants whe
helped Rudy Guiliam get New York City’s crime epidemic
under centrol. From everything 1 know about Maple-Linder,
I think it was and 1s sound. Unfortunately, most of the vee-
omimendations have been gathering duslt sinee 1999, Now
the Mayor and the Chiel have cooked up a new Five Point
Plan for fighting crime. While all of these “plans” pay lips
service to “community involvenent,” it is apparent that the
Mayor and the Chief don’t sce the wisdom in working with
citizen’s groups ftke the Metro Crime Commission or the
pew group headed by former media personahty Rick
Whitlow. Are we starting to see a pattern here?

Then there is that world unto itsell, the so called
Criminad Justice System comprised of the District
Adgtoracys (H¥ice, the Public Defender’s Oflice, the erimi-
nal defense bar, the judiciary, the city jaif and the county
detention center, Two observations are worth noting. First,
there seems to he too litte communication concerning sus-
pects once the police have apprehended shem. 1t would
seem that if the City of Jackson can afford 1o purchase and
maintain 800 city vehicles, it shoukd be able to setup a
comptiterized eriminal data basce that could give prosccutors
and judges adeguate information on suspects for bail hear-
ing purposes. Second, if there is no jail space to lold sus-
pects charged with multiple violend erimes, something is
wrang with our iscal priotilies,

A case n point concerns my next-door neighbor in the
Fondren area of JTackson {also a lnwyer and thanktully stil}
ativel. He related to me he details of how lis brother was
robbed at gunpoint In our nerghborhood while walking his

dog. | was amazed to fuud out that the suspect, who was
apprehended by JPD shortty after the crime, was also
charged wilh arnfed robberies of diners leaving Char and
Serooge’s around that same time. Despite this fact, the sos-
pect was granted bond and is apparently back out on the
streel. The obvious question is, did everyone participating
in the bail hearing have (his mformation? If they did not
have all the lacts, the guestion is why not? Liven scarier,
suppose they did have this information and the suspect was
granted bait anyway.,

Notwithstanding any ol the laregoing and putting aside
the fact that the starting salary for a Jackson police ofTicer
is $22,344, Metro Jackson’s crime problem is not primarily
the fault of the Chief Moore, Mayor Johnson or the
Criminal fustice System. B is also not a matter of race,
socio-cconomic status or as some would have us behieve -
evil. 1L is rather one of culture.

Consider these statisties on contemporary American cul-
turc. Tn e Uinsted States, there are more than two milion
people in prison making us the world™ per capila leader in
incarceraled citizens. Neatly 50% ol all children bornin the
United States are babics of vmnarsied women. The number
clintbs to 75% natzonally for African American births. The
percentage of grandparents who are the primary caregivers
of ¢hildrea has reached an all thne high in this country. As
the need for tangible skills and literacy inercase, drop out
rates continue at unacceptable Ievels. Teacher recruitment
and retention, especiatly in Mississippi are a major prablem
due primarily to pay and working conditions. And of course
there is the drug teade, which generates high, fax free prof-
its. [t is a deadly yet viable employment opportunity for
people wath minimal skills thanks to patrons ailluent
enough to ereate a ready market.

Certainly, most of us arc aware of all these rool causes of
crime. But alse comsider some additional facts relative to
our national cuftures that are scemingly more applicable o
the suburbs than the fnner city. Grade inflation in many
American high schools has caused many colleges and uni-
versities to disregard high school fransceipts. Duke
University and the University of North Carolina recently
released a joint repori showing a significant nerease in aca-
demic dishonesty at their institutions. The average time 1o
earn a four-year college degree is now Hve, six or even
seven years at many colleges and universities.
Ehndergradoate binge drinking is ai epidemic levels,
Systematic thedt of intellectual property {downioading
copyrighted CDs and DVDs) by computer savvy kids
thetr teens and early tweities i viewed ag a morally permis-
sible entitlement.

Toe quote Frank Metton, the botton ling 15 this: [n
America suceess is increasingly measured by money and
what o can buy. The message is get it anyway you can, Hard
work, sacrilice and ethics scem 1o be taking a back seat to

contined an page 12

Great Scott! Last of the Legendary Law Book Salesmen
by Carol West

When 1 last sow Chester Scott five or six years ago, he
was full of vigor and eager to talk about his golt’ game.
IFinding his obituary in the Clarion Ledger was an unhappy
SUTPrisCe.

[ first met Scotty when | was o student at Ole Miss  and
1 chid not like him much. He scemed just a bit too obvious to
me in his attemypls 0 curry favor with (he made students by
sponsoring events like shritng boils and beer busts on Friday
alternoons, Clearly, e saw these guys ag future customers,
but the women students were just not on his yadar.

My fondness lor him developed over the years as 1
came (o know the kind of man he really was, Many senior
members of the bay may have similar recollections ol this
nem-lawyer who knew more about lawyers than any of us.

For almost two decades, until his reticement i 1984,
Scolty wus the Lawyers Cooperative Publishing Campany’s
represenlative in Mississippi. His lerritory was the entire
stale. Scotty was more than just a fraveling book salesman;
he was like an old ime “drummer”™ who carried the news
from communty to community. Scotty knew which Tirms
were merging, who was moving, who had died, who won/lost
an election and all of the defails those events ivolved. He
wonld show up at your ollice to sell vou books, bul he also
shared a sense of conimunity.

[13 the years that | was a law librarian and attended
national law librarians” meetings, | would always go by the
Lawyers Coop boolh because the wp executives were there
0 hobnob with lolks who had more money than [ had. After
a couple of years, I never had o introduce myself becanse
these “big dogs™ knew that | knew Chester Scoti, Why would
they have knowr and remembered the salesmen in one of
their poorest tervitories? Beeause he won every sales contest
the company devised. He won the Presidents award [ive
Limes, was a charter member of the Million Dolkar Clih, and
was & bwo mittion dollar producer. The year the 1972 Code
was published, his reward for oulstanding sales was a (rip to
Monte Carlo (he was there when Princess Grace died). Other

trips as (op sales reward took Scotty and lus wife Mary to
Spain Bermuda, Alska, Lake Tahoe, and Sani: Francisco, He
{oved the trips and he loved wearing the “top salesman™ rings
with diamands aad rubnes.

At the beginning of the Mississippi College Law Library,
the schoot received many gifts of faw books. ach needed to
be eviduated. 1 would save the inventories and Scotty woukd
come by when he was in the ncighborhooed. Sometime, 1
would put tentative vatues on sets and Scolty would take me
on if he thought that 1 was oo low. We received some gifis
because Scatty would advise a widow or merging law {irms
that we might be worthy recipients of their vwanted vol-
uines. He never menttoned that he could be paid for this
work -~ it was his [orm of pro bono service.

LCI expected Scotty o 1alk to lawyers who were in
arrcars with their book payments. He hated this, but it made
him aware ol which lawyers were having financial problems
and which Tawyers had just potten a good settlenent and
were solvent again.

Scotty alwiys had bis personal inventory of used books
for sake. Hle could be counted on for a “good price.” tn facl, ]
discovered that he was very reasonabie in his pricing and (hal
many young lawyers benefitted by the fact that Scolty would
work out a time payment plan that would it (he stretched
budget of the new Jawyer.

In the days before answering machines, Mary was one
of Scotty’s grealest assets; she took his messages and made
sure he got (hent. Today, Mary struggles with Alzhcimer’s
digease, unaware that Scolty no longer makes his twice a
day visis to the nrsing hoine.

Suddened by the obituary, | called Terry Monlgomery,
Seotty’y former son-in-taw to ask what happened and
was told that Scotty, age 84, had taken a bad turn after
shoulder surgery that was supposed to make his gotf game
cven better. Those lawyers who never met Chester Scotl
surcly missed one of the rifes of passage into fall bar
membership.
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You know, sorme of the best road
food in the southeast is served up pretly
close to home. 18 hard to beat the black
skiltet cooking at the Fannin Mart
Restaurant. Good country vittes is how
they bill it, and that it is.

1f you're coming from Jackson,
drive east on Lakeland Drive aboul 15
miles feom I- 5‘3, s deflat the sign that
sy CFannin,” im north on Highway
471, and go a short distance untid
you see the low buiiding on the lelt
surrounded by tine-looking cars and
trucks. flrat’s the Restaurant,

it been there since ile 19705, First
ihere was a counlyy grocery store, then
they added a shori-order grill, then aboul
1978 the folks gave up the grocery and
starled serving plate lanches,

Theyve apen for all-you-can-¢at
allairs Tuesday throngh Friday nighis and
lunches on Tuesday through Sunday.
Closed all day on Monday.

For about $7.00, you can eat fried
chicken like Mama used to cook (or
baked chicken breast with lemon like
Maoa cats these days), fried okra,
mashed potaloes and gravy, cole shaw,
lima beans, green beans, mascaren and
cheese, or othier choices. The yeast rolls
are homemade, and there’s cormbread cul
into squares. Desserls - exfra - may
imelude banava pudding, pear cobbler,
and no-sugar-added peach pie. You'll get
yOur ced lea m a guaii ! Mason jar li% a
feal old-faghioned experience - worth the
drive from Jackson

On a recent teig to Hatiesburg, [
enjoyed lunch al the Hub City Gr ilat 103
[, Front $tréel, just fwo doors off Main
Street sad two blocks [rom the Chancery
Court Building (toward the railvead
tracks).

There was a plate lonch featuring
hamburger steak, gritled onians, Tice and
gravy, several other vepetables, and a
voil. | passed up thal atlractive offering,
howeyer and iried the chicken salad of
the week, which was “homemade” from
white meat of chicken {not fron: a can).

1 had o touch of sweetness from chopped
apricots, ¢ good tasic combination, and
was served on [resh green leal Telluce
(nol iccherg) with raspberry vinaigretle
dressing. | was tempied by the soup of
the day, roasted red pepper and crab
hisque, but the ehicken satad was a big
meal by itselll
| reconunend this place lor a good
and pleasant meal, They also serve sand-

1)

Highway Eats

by the Road Lawyer

wiches, po-bdys, burgers, and the usbl
gelection ol salads,

While in Jackson ve been spemding
a loL of meal time on Fondren Hill,
enjoying the Renaissunce ol bath shops
and eaferics. For you newcomers,
Fondren ok its name from the famity
fhat once owned e Tand and lived there.
And remember when the Everyday
Gardener, formerly Lveryday Gourmet,
wis Mr. Hearn's Ffilling station? Well, do
you even remember whien gas stations
were knows as Tilling stations, sl some-
ane besides yoir did the [ling? Pid you
ever eal a pizza and sing along in whal is
now the post oftice? Oh, well, things do
change.

Back to foud, it’s everywhere in fhe
neighborhoeod, Que Sera Sera has under-
gone a swelt face il secentlly, with a

rather grand patio and fine canopicd
entrunce, The tood is as good as cver.

Walker's Drive-Tn has become 4 pop-
ular place for sealvoed fovers again. the
home of Redlish Anva sith Lamp
Crabment serves up this perennial
Favorile, along with steaks and vial,
salmon, tung, calamari, and other fish
dishes. Not long ago, 1 dined there and
had # deficious gritled swordfish oo
stack bean and avocade risotio, along
will a very nice white wine. The appetiz-
er special was a thagh-fricd soll shelt crab
int & light Lomato credans sauce which was
quite delicious. Not everything on ihe
menu was as good, however, The crab
cake was made from canned, pasteurized
crabmeat, not [rom (resh ump crabmeal,
and it was barely palatable. [wish Lhad
tricd the famates, an advertised house
spectality.

The tosch menu is more informal
ilan the one at dinner, with such oller-
ings as a fried oyster po-hoy and fried
green tomato BLT, olher sandiwiches,
salads, and shrimp and spicy grits.,

Walkers desserts are divine. The
warm brownic with fudge sauce and

vanilia ice creany was platonic  and
huge. The desserts are made two doors
down al the Urban Crocery, Walker's
sandwich, salad and dessert place and
gourniet take-out shop & 2906 N. Siale
Street. They have ready-lo-fake-away
cntrees in addition to the sandwiches that
they make up by order. [ bave tried the
roast beef and brie on soulh dough bread
wiily horseradish sauee, red onion, leituce
and (omata; also the southwestern turkey
wiily avocado mxd hot pepper jack cheese,
Tettucs, tomato, and CUN IMAyOMEIse
on wheal bread. You can't get betler,

Ancther comment about Walker's
Drive-In and dinner, There was a big
weeknight crowd when | was lasi there,

and a sease of diserganization and [rantic
activily among the wait stadl was discon-
certing. Serviee was slow at first, and
wail people were dashing about knocking
inio the folks waiting for tables. The
noise levet was @ bit jarring. Scems like u
change ol floor plan miight be in arder, Is
ihere just one door for patross [o cone i
and wail staff to go out while serving the
tables owtdoors?

Roosters, the hamburger consta-
bulary, 1s 2 new addition to the Fondren
arca. 1t%s i the same Fondren comer
building as the Urban Grocery, and isa
sil-chown eatery,

And, ol course, down the hill one way
is the Rainbow Health Food “1iigh Noon
Café” serving vegetarian dedights
{vegan, actualiy). They may be planiing
ta close «a short while for renovation,
however.

Cups continges [o thrive round the
clock. Great collee and snacks.

Dor’i forget Brents Drug Store and
ane of the last lunch counters where you
can gei & erilled cheese on w hiie
Sunbeam breagd and an ice cream sada.

14°s Marparitaville - no, sorey, Ll
Ranchero Mexican Restaurant, Grilie,
and Canting, down on Old Canton Roag,
a casual place with sonse splendid ont-
door sealing.

And then, on the side of the sl
loward the stadium, finc dining al
Sehimmel’s. No lunch but the folks pack
in for dinner,

1'm probably forgetting one of my
favorite Fondren avea places, 1 so, et
mie bear about it - or olher comments.
Write mie in care of Pat Fvans, HCBA
Execulive Director, 151 E. Griffith
Sirect, Jackson, MS 39201, or emait to
webmaster@hindsbar.com,

Justice Reform Update

by Beveriy Petfigrew Craft

The Amertcan Bar Association Coalition for Justice sur-
veyed courls and bar associations concerning justice reform.
'].‘il(.‘ following is condensed lrom the Mississippi Supreme
Court’s Aprit 30, 2003, report o the ABA:

internet Access

The Missigsipp Supreme Court in April 2001 began
broadeasting s oral arguments Hee via the Internel. The
Court of Appeals began broadeasting oral argumends in
August 2001, The case docket of the Supreme Court and the
Court of Appeals was made available via the Iaternet on
March 30, 2001

{amera Goverage

The Supreme Court on April 17, 2003, adopted rules
that pernt broadeast and still camera coverage of tial and
appeliate court proceedings, with some restrictions. The
Mississippi Rudes for Electronic and Photographic Coverage
ol Judicial Proceedings witt become effective July 1, 20[}3,-

and will expire Decenber 31, 2004, unless extended by order

of the Supreme Cowrt. The rales apply to the Mississippl
Supreme Couwrt, the Cowrt of Appeals, chancery courts,
ciretil courts and county courts.

Flectronic Evidence Presentation Equipment

Between November 2001 and October 2002, courtrooms
in Coahoma, DeSoto, Harrison, Fackson, Jeiferson, Lee, Pike
and Rankin counties received computerized audio and video
display systems as part of the Court Refay Reduction
Program ol the Administrative Office ol Courls.

Drug Courts

The Mississippi Legistature in Aprit 2003 passed a
statewide drug court statute, Senate 13ill 2605, the Abyee
Cariffie Clarke Drug Cowt Act,

Fudges m the 4w, T, L and 19w Circoit Courts and the
Adams County Youlh Court operate deug, courts, Two other
circuit court districts are poised to begin opersting drug
courts. The Tdm Cireuit Drug Cowt expanded Agpril |, 2002,
with a sepagate program for alcoholics facing lelony charges
of driving under the influence of alcohol,

FOCIS

The Supreme Court on January 3, 2002, mace the Focus
on Children in Separation program permanent for the Rankin
County Clancery Court, Rankin County Chancetlor Thomas
E.. Zebert starled a pilot program in 2000. ile requires
divarcing parents and minor childien o allend classed
desipned to prepace them for hfe apart. Chancery Judge Jaye
!%ratlicy created similas FOUIS programs in George County
in Februacy 2002 and in Jackson County in May 2002,
Code of Judicial Conduct

The Supreme Court on April 4, 2002, revised the Cade
of Judicial Conduet. Changes include;

1. Creation of a lve-member Special Commitiee on

Judicial Election Campaign Intervention,

2. Reguirement of a two-hour course for judicial

candidates in campatgn practices, fnance and ethics.
3 Adoption ol kinguage addressing recusal of judges
froin heacing cases involving major campaign donos,

4. Adoption of anti-bias language.

Recusal

The Supreme Caourt on April 4, 2062, adepted Unitorm
Rules of Circuit and County Court Practice 115 and
Uniform Chancery Rule L1 procedures for recusal
metions in teial courts, The rules provide for an on-the-
record hearing of 2 motion {o recuse within a specific dme,

The Supreme Court on October 17, 2002, adopted Rule
48C, disqualification of Justices or udges ol the Appellate
Courls, to provide en bane review ol motions Lo recuse
appethale judges.

Timely Decisions

The Mississippt Supreme Court adopted advisory lime
standards for trial judges on November 24, 2001, Time
standards became effective Jannary 1, 2002.

Acting o a petition of the Mississippi Bar and (he
Ju;iicial Advisory Study Committee, the Supreme Court on
October 17, 2002, adopted an amendiment to Rule 13 of the
Mississippt Rules of Appellate Procedure, establishing a
new way of handling mandamus requests.

Regulation of the Practice of Law

The Mississippi Supreme Court on April 4, 2062, revised
Rule 2 of the Ruides of Discipline for the Mississippt Bar,
making inchigible lor cemstatement an attorney convicted for
any felony evimne that “mwvolves inferference with the admin-
istration of justice, lulse swearing, misrepresentation, fragd,
deceit, bribery, extortion, misapproepriation, thefl, the sale or
distribution of a controlled substance, or un attempt, conspir-
acy or solicitation of another to commit such a crime.”

The Mississippt Supreme Coart on Janeary 16, 2003,
amended Rule 46(b} of the Mississippi Rules o Appellate
Procedure, the pro hac vice role, elfective March 1, 2003.

Access o Justice

The Mississippi Access to Justice Summit brought
ogether lawvyers, judge ard other elected officials and teli-
gious leaders [romt across the state on September 6, 2002, 10
discuss salutions to poor people’s problems m getting aceess
to the civil justice system.

The Conference of Mississippi Judges by resolution on
April 23, 2003, urged lawyers i private practice fo donate
their time (o represent poor people.

The Supreme Court slso looked as aceess to the appellate
courts for those facing punitive damage awards. The
Supreme Court also looked at access 1o the appeltate courls
[or those [acing punitive damage awards. The Suprene Courl
on April 26, 2004, revised Rate § of the Mississibpi Rules
of Appellate Procedure o limit supersedeas bonds in appeals

of punitive damnages uwards, cenlinued on page 14




Remember the concern everyone
had for Y2K? Many people

" bought new PCs in anticipa-

tion of it. Now, you should be aware

that your Windows 95/98/NT machines

are becoming an endangered species.,

White (he need to replace such PCs dikely applies to the
corporate warld and large firms with more force and effect,
thiese general principles should be considered by alt. Peter
K astuer of the Aberdine Group and Internet Week noles that
there are more than fifly million PCs with these Tegacy sys-
tems instatled. '

You may think softwarc docs not wear out, but it 1$ pro-
gramied and supported by buginesses that need 1o be elficient
and profitable, just itke thetr customers. Ford Motor Compainy,
for examnple, only guarantees spare parts for Vive years after a
car is built. Guess what? Microsolt will only suppurl an oper-
ating system for five years aller it is introduced. Windows NT
goes o a pon-support siage on June 30, 2003, and
Windows98%/SE on January 16, 2004

Your Pentium [ and 11 machines are not really worthy of
operating syslems updating. While Pentium 1 and higher
processors will adequatety support Windows XP, there sre &

pumber of reasons for implementing a regimented program of
replacing such legacy machines.

There are hardware reasons for this as well as sofiware rea-
sons. Inlel’s new Springdate chipset jooks o inauguratle
an cighteen-month period of platlorm and software stability.
fniel’s Pentivm 1V microprocessor with hyperthreading 1s now
nrainstream and is far more adept at handling ihe multitasking
prevalent in the XP operating system. Increasingly, new PCs
will be laptops and can afso he used in the office on a docking
station. Intel’s Centrine chips support wireless faptops with
long battery fife and wireless productivity that rival desktops
and enlance portabitity.

On the sollware side, Windows XP Pro Service Pack One
is now a mature release and working well. W indows Server
2003, just out, will replace N and Windows 2000, Moreover,
hardware costs have gone down; wouldn’t you really like one
ol those nice shiny new flat screen monitors rather than your

Ca pta in Eq u lty continued from page 8

plansour and jostant gratification. Luxuries have becoine
necessitics. Curiosities are now obsessions.

No doubt people are scared to death of home nvasions,
car jacking and armed robbery. “That grabs headlines and can
get you killed. Chealing on a test o cooking the books o
boost the stock price, carn a bonus ar get 3 promation are
much more subtle. Both are troubling. The cotd hard truth is
{his: tecnagers and young adults are going (o test limits. They
are going to rebel, They are coing 1o ook to their peers for
approval. For good or bad, they are going 1o be influenced
and motivated by the eulture that sureounds them, This is
when they need intense care, guidance and tough love trom

On Computing

by Joel Howell

ald boat anchor? In any cvent, the ime to give these matlers
somc thought isiow.

The loternet conlinues (o grow exponentially, and so do the
numiber of search engines availabte. They now mnnber 10 the
hundreds. While Google is still the Jeader, you would be wise
o be famitiar with scveral.

The leaders of scarch engine resource sites are
ScarchiingineWalch com and SearchengimeShowdown.com.
SearchFnginesWateh provides lots ol in formation on search
engines, including searching Lips, reviews, ratings, test
resources, amd a listing of search engines calegorized by type.
it is also the home of ScarchDay, a daily report on iniernet
search news as well as many othiey resourees.

Ohther sites ave known as search engine dircctories which
provide links to hundreds or sometimes thousands of special-
ized search engines. One review of these gites iy the Guide to
Spcciﬂlized Search Eogines (Wrw.se
provides reviews of each site mentioned, Another is
Finderseeker.com, which bills itsellas “the search enging for
scarch enpines.” A similar one 1s SearchEngineColossus.com.
Another is SearchBngines.com. Finally, searchEngine
Pictionary.com is not really a divectory, pul 4 resource to help
you fearn more about search engines, Take a look at all the
forcuoing; you'll be surprised at whal you can learn.

The loltowing are listings ol a few helpful new web sies
which were noted by Law Technology News.

« Tiveryihing needed for bankrupteies is at

« Materials and cases deajing with American Federalism are

« To find Lederal povernment documents, go 10 WWW.EBDIECESS LOV.

s For the corporate world, g0 10 Www Jeapiaw.con {0 find
forms, definitions of terms, guides and usetud links. AL
Legal Relerence Services, Wwy line.aiet, you can
chat live with a law librarian.

Questions or copunels? Send email to webmaster(@hindshar.cont

commiticd parents supported by the broader sociely. Those
parents will surely be tested, but will ulimately be regpected
and emulated provided they arc there o act. PPalice, prosecu-
tors, judges, politicians, teachers and social workers are the
societal support systens that should speak with one voice o
back them up. But they are not aud should not be expected 10
be viable subsiitutes {or absent parcns who aren’l there to say
no and make it stick when i counts,

Ave there plenty of great parents out there of cvery race,
faith and socio-cconomic strata? Absolutely. Are there
cnougl? The newspaper headlines sadly telt us the answer

s no.

Arbitration — A Different Perspective

Arbitration is a centuries old alter-
native Lo litigation. Mississippi has had
a unigue, and semetimes contradictory,
approach to arbitration. Historically,
courts tended not fo enforce confraciu-
al arbitration agreements, However, the
federal and state fegislatures responded
by enfit‘:ling gtatules giving statutory
sanction o the enforceability of
arbitration agreements. Althougly
Mississippi has a general arbitration
statute, enforceability of arbitration
agreements was limited. The enforce-
ability ol arhitration agrecments was
Finally resolved by the Mississippi
Supreme Couort s the 1998 decision
LE Timbertands v, Denpiss.

Muost disputes concerning the
enforceability of arbitvation agree-
ments resells rom agreements to
arbitrate entered into pre-litigation,

Bul lawyers should consider a
diflerent perspective - entering into
post-litigation arbitration agreements.
A fremendous opportunity is missed by
the failure of the parties to voluntarily
use arbitration post-dispute - simply to
agree after the claim is asserted or the
suil filed that the issue at hand is more
suitable for arbitration thau for litiga-

by Hat Miller

tion in cowrt. There are important fac-
tors which demonstrate that arbitralion,
rather than fitigation, can be more
beneficial to the pargies. They are:

L. Speed. Cienerally, scheduling an
arbitration hearing is significantly
moie (lexible than in court and the
partics can have the matter resolved
months, and possibly years, belore a
court resoiution.

2. Expense. Although both court litiga-
tion and arbitrafion involve the presen-
tation of evidence to 4 decision-maker,
rules of procedure are more informal
and Hexible in arbiteation than i liti-
gation, This flexibility reduces expense
of litigation,

3. Amount Involved and Complexity of
Issues. Not alk fitigation invodves sig-
nificant damage claims requiring
determination by a jury, rather than
by a judge sitting without a jury, or
in the case of arbitration, a single
arbitrator or panel ol arbitrators,
Matters being litigated arve increasing
Iy comaplexity. Complex matlers may
need the judgiient of persons haviny
considerable experience  the )

respective field,

Aabitration also offers flexibility in
procedure to fit the complexity of the
case, i.¢. stipulations of fact, affidaviis
and limited evidentiary preseantations.
[rr appropriate situations, the parties
may use “hi-low™ achiteation where
damage boundurics are agreed to
before the hearing, or “basehadl or last
offer” arbitration where both parties
submit their best and last offer privale-
ly to the achitrator and he selects the
best.

4. Finadity. Some matters are not ol
sufficient cconomic impostance to
demand appellate review. Arbitration
offers Finality at the frial Jevel.

5. Procedure. Pow’t be concerned
about having to establish 2 procedure,
Call The Mississippi Bar and ask {for a
copy of the model arbifzation rules
adopted and promulgated by the ADR
Section of The Massissippi Bar.

Take a liesh look at the litgaled
matiers on your desk. Discussiviih
vour adversary whether a [ull trial is
really nccessary, and consider a post-
dispute agreement Lo athilrate,

Dinner Lnderiseiteen by
Prustmark National Bank

Dinger Sponsored by

Adams & Reese, LLP
Allen & Conway, PLLC
Armstrong Allen, PLEC
Baker Donatson Bearman & Caldwell

Barnes Droom Ballas &
Meleod, PLLC

Bradiey Asrant Rose & White LLY
Bronini Crantham Grower &
Hewes, PiLC
Butler Snow (7 Mara Stevens &
Cannada, PLLC

‘or their participation in the Evening Honoring the Judiciary,
the HOBA and the JY L want to thank th

Chinn & Associates, PLLL
John M. Coleite & Associales
Copeland Cook Taylor & Bush, PA
Cosmich & Simmons, PELC
Craig Hester Luke & Padson, PA
Daniel Coker Horton & Betl, PA
Forman Perry Watking Krutz & Tardy
Gore Kilpateiek Purdie Mtz & Adeock
Lanaston Sweet & Freese, PA
Maxey Wann, PLLC
Miller Tlamer & Hall, PA
Mockbee Hall & Dvake, PA
Ot & Purdy. PA

¢ following:

Owens Law Firm, PLLC
Page Kimger & Haolland, A
Phafps Dunbar, LLY
Piggott Reeves lohpson & Minor, PA
Richard Roberts, U1
Watkins & Tager, PLLC
Walkins Ludiam Winter & Stennis, PA
Wells Marble & Huest, PLYC

Wetls Moore Simmons &
Hubbard, PLLC

Wise Carter Child & Caraway, PA
Wright Law Fivrm, PA
Young Williams Henderson &
Fusetier, PA




Someone who reads this column -
I was glad to learn that someone did -
aceused me of being a serious reader. |
deny that and offer as preof the fact
that my most frequent reading material
is mysteries. [read Tony Hillerman
and Linda Barnes and Mevada Baer
and Sue Gratton and Martha Grines
and P, James and M.C. Beaton, and
£ particularty attached to Elizabeth
Peters’ Amelia Peabady,

My introduetion te real mysiery
novels came the summer 1lemed
gight, when my family wenl (o the
heach for our sunvmer vacation, and
encountered a solid week of down-
pours. We were atl readers, and had
brought books with us; [ had a new
Nancy Drew, but that didi’t last long,
given (he fact that the beach was mace-
cessible and my parents wouldn't fet
me swim in the pool i the rain,
Fortunately, iny tather, a fan of Erle
Stanley Gardaer’s Perry Mason books,
had brought a stack ol paperbacks.

Afier that week, whifc § remained
fond of Nancy and the girls, 1 had a
whole different perspective on myster-
1es. Ul never forget sitling ina lawn
chair on a small porch in front of our
room, with the cain pouring down, and
the Guif poundisg across the street,
reading about Perry and his Girl
Friday Detla Streel, and Paul the pri-
vate detective, and the Hollywood
Hills, and aging starlets, and telephone
taps, and a whole world unheard of in
Greenville, Mississippt, which as Fu
as | knew didn’t have anything like
private detectives or untaithful wives,

wezma

Book Notes

by Nonic Joiner

not that | had any idea what being an
unfaithtul wike involved. The Peyry o
Mason books had no bad words, no
wriling about sex (that T recognived, -
anyway), and ne violence unless you
watil 10 count nurder described in the,
teast vielent way possible, as i, “he
had beon shot” IFit was veally badl,
mayhe “he had been shot multipte
times.” At least, that's the way |
rementher i,

These books were way more inler-
esting (han the usual 1930% children’s
hooks; | coutdn’t get too worked up
about The Little Heouse on the Praivie
when there werg crooked bookies in
1LA who needed my aftention. My
mother, a First grade teacher, had seri-
ous reservations about my choice of
reading material, but my father would
always read them fivst, and may have
pulled one or two which he thouglst
might be a hit advanced for me. |
stuck with Frie Stanley Gardner for
several years before moving on to
Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers, Rex
Stout, Ngate Marsh, and Georpetle
Heyers. These authors offered reason-
able plots, played fair witly the reader
by giving adequate clues so that you
could Figure out whodunit withont
being offered an unhesrd of villain or
a supernatural solution in the {inal
chapter, and didn’t get bogged down
trying 1o wrile about sex and vielence.

Istilt prefer authors who observe
these generad rules, but they're hard to
Find. [ read a lot of nyystery authors
addilion to the ones listed above, but
not many (it my comfort zone. I1’s par-

ticudarly reitating
when ill]th()i'.‘i “"l'l()
ae olherwise good
writers Hirow in gratu-
itous sex and violenee w
scenes which don’t advance
the plot or characterizations, and in
[aet usuatly secve only (o interrupl e
tow of the book. John Grisham has
proved thal sex and violence aren’t
required for commercial success, and
it a shame that more wrilers and
pubiishers haven’s learned from his
example.

The mystery genre s an old and
established one, with a long history
of snceess, but it has seriously
deteriorated. There aren’i (oo many
olferings thal den’t involve detailed
descripions ol sex and vielence, the
supernatural, science fiction, or the
latest headline Lrom the Enguirer,
However, there are a number ol series
ol “pure” mysteries evidently atmeg al
little old fadies, whe must be per-
ceived o be the only sudience left for
then and who must aiso be pereeived
as somuewhat lacking mentadly. [ you
want (o read boring books about nyys-
ferigs mvolving cats or recipes ar
Mowers or birdwalching or something
else ahmed at a niche awdience of
nursing home inhabitants, they're
out there. Mainstream mysleries are
generally mixed together now with
“thritlers,” a deseription wlich if
employed on the cover almost ensures
thai T won't read (he book. Maybe | am
# serious reader alier adl - or just &

BAR EXAM RESULTS

Your HCBA reporter slipped up in getting last July’s bar exam results to press. That means that both the July 2002
and February 2003 results need to be reported. For comparative purposes, I have also included the July 2001 results.

Whic!] How | Pass =Alty’s | Attys | #*fn- | [n- =:0ul-| Qut- | st [st Time | Repeat cheat_
cxam? | many | Rate Exam | Exam |} Stale | State | State State Time | P-Rate | Takers | Takers
P-Rate -Rale P-Rate | Fakers P-Rate
Bl GL2% 1 T | 85.8% | 147 54 | 91.6% | e seen | sexe | 5859
Fuly-021 237 85.6% 9 90.0% I 225 9L8% | 12 371.5%
Feb-03 | 136 | 819%| 8 |88.9% | | VDU (R B R

*for attorneys admitted in another jurisdiction

#Fexaminees who graduated from Ofe Miss or MC
Hrexaminees who graduated fron an out-of-stage law school
#=Exnot available

Ihe overall passage vale has varied significantly over the past few years. These are the overall percentages from earlier exams,

February 2001 - §0%
duly 2000 - 83.1%
February 2000 - 70.5%
Tuly 1999 - 78.1%,

The HCBA Newsletter is indebted to Linda B, Knight, Bar Admissions Administrator, for making these statistics available.

The most recent “Swearing-In Ceremony” was held at the Old Capitol on April 290

Justice Reform Update
Studies

The Mississippi Judicial Advisory Study Committed in a
Pecember 2002 report said a study of state count districts
shows an imbalance in case load and population amony dis-
tricts. The repert called for adding more judgeships in six
cirenit court district and fouwr chancery court districts. No
additional judgeships were ereated by the 2003 Lepistatore.

The Study Commigsion on the Mississippi Judicial
Swstem in January 2002 addressed elections, campaign
finance, judicial sataries, case management and Justice
Courls. Fhe 2002 Legistature altowed appeliate judges
appointed to unexpired ferms to serve the entive term without

a speeial election 1f less than half the tepm remains,

Judicial salary increased were approved in April 2003,

Chiel fustice Pittman in Novenber 2002 ereated the
Impartial Justice Task Force to formulate 4 constitutionat
amendnent fo greate an appointive system [or appellate
judges. Legislation was introduced in the 2003 Regudar
Session, but dicd in committee.

The Gender Faitness Task Foree in November 2002,
concluded that gender biag i5 not a widespread problem, but
said the ingering perception of some vestiges of bias shoukl
be addressed by the Supreme Court, the Mississippi Bar and
the Mississippi Judicial College.

LEFOLDT <&M}

CERVIFIED PLIBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to your need
i"g')r protessional excelience from your accmul{'ing CXpers.
Our services include  cxpert witness  sestimony  at
depasitions and trials, trial assistance relating to ();}p(f)sing
experts,  consultation  on  litigation  options  and
approaches, support during the discovery process,
damage analysis and review, investigative auditing,
forccasting of cconomic losses, fraud  audits, assct
searches and tracing of funds.

o

690 Towne Center Bivd B Post Office Box 2848 M Ridgeland, MS 39_1.5.8 (60195
t45-B Main Strect W Post Oftice Box 263 M Biloxt, MS 39533 # {228} 4357903
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW
LIBRARY HOURS

REGULAR LIBRARY HOURS

May 27, 2003 - August 23, 2003
Monday - Thursday  7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p..
Friday 730 am. - 000 pm.
Saturday noo - 5:00 pan.
Sunelay 2:00 pm. - 6:00 pan,

EXCEPTIONS
July 4, 2003 CLOSED

Augnst 8, 2003 - August 23, 2003
Monday - Friday 7:30 am. - 6:60- p.m.
Satarday & Sunday CLOSED

{2l howrs begin Sunday, Awgusi 24, 2003

Lor more infornmtion, please call 923-7124.
Howrs gre subject fo change without notive.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.

) First Chass Muil
151 E. Griffith Street ] 118, Poslage
Jackson, MS 39201 PAID
Jfacksan, A8
Permif #6710

FIRST CLASS




President’s Column
by Stuart Kruger

: Iz previous columns, [ have
- B ocused on several worthwhile

camnmunity programs, including the Mississippt Voluntegr
Lawyers  Project, the Commumity Grant Project, and the
Project tor the Elderly. The HCBA directly supports each
ol these projects through involvement of its membership
and throngh Onancizl contributions. Many olher
opportuiilics exist for our members to make a difference m
the commumity. One such opportunity is Willowood
Development Center. While the HCBA does not directly
support Wiltowood, many of our members have served on
the Board or devoied time and resonrces in support of this
fine organization. Through numerous programs,
Willowood serves adults and children with mental and
physical challenges, as well as normally developing
children.

The Willowood Community Living Program supporls
38 adults in thyee group homes and four aparéments.
independent living skills such as cooking, cleaning,
budgeting, groeming, and houschold management are
taught by the home manager and stafl,

The Preschool Program serves all children, lrom
typical chifdren to those with spectal needs, ina selling

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

OCTOBRER 2003

where each child:. s strength adds to the richness of the
play-based learning environment. Learping cendess with
devetopmentally appropriate activities that provide the
means of scosory stimulation, which aids in brain
development while the children are having fun, are a major
part of the curriculurm. Over 100 children from six weeks
fo live years ot age are provided services from 6:45 am. fo
5:45 p.m., Monday through Friday, year-round.

A wans-diseiplimary early imtervention team, consisting
of accupational, physical, and speech therapists and special
educators, provide developmental assessments for any
child under the age of three in Health District V. 1f the
child requires services in any developmental area, the tean
participates in the development of an Individual Family
Service Plan. The individual team members then can
provide services Lo children in their home or dayeare ot in
Willowood: s Daycare Prograsy. Services are provided in
an atmosphere of colfaboration with family and caregivers
to provide optimum services for the family, Training is
provided on the specific needs of each child, The team
algo provides training opportunities on various topics for
other professionals in Mississippi

capfinied on pige 3




October 21, 2603
HEBA Membership Meeting.
Ngon. Capital Club

October 23, 2003
HCBA Fali Social.
5:30-7:30 p.m. 930 Blues Café

December 4, 2003
HGBA Christmas Party.
5:00-7:00 p.m. Old Capitcl Ion

February 17, 2004
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club

Aprif 20, 2004
HCEA Membership Meeting.
Noon

May 6, 2004
HCBA/JYL Evening Honoring
the Judiciary.

5:30. Old Capitol fnn

May 20, 2004
HCBA/JYL Golf Tournament.

Noon. Annandate Golf Club

Serving ax HCBA Board Memhers for 2003-2004 are
(front row} Alveno Castilla, Secretary-Treasurer: Linda
Thompson, President-Efect; Stuart Kriges, Presidens;
anel Jofm Henegan, Diveciar, Serving av Contittee
Cheairmen for 20032004 are thack row) Roy Campbell,
Special Grant Project: Keith Obert, Social: Barry
Penvedl. Speakers! Bea Piazza, Lilvare, and Cinar
Nelson, Sualf Firms

) l HCBA I i
Glorestrias f[)mtfy
Mark your calendars for the
HCBA Christmas Party to be held at the
Old Capitol inn
Thursday, December 4

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

October 20, 2003
Current issues in Subdivision,
Annexation & Zoning.
NBI. 2800-930-6182

October 28, 2003 .
Special Education Law in the
Past-NGLE Education World.

MEDS/PDN. 715-836-9900

October 29, 2003
Mentai Health & the Law
in Mississippi.
MEDS/PDN. 715-836-9900
October 29, 2003
Family Limited Partnerships
in Mississippi.

NBi. 800-930-6182
October 31, 2003
Criminal Law Seminar.
MS Trial Lawyers Association.
948-8631

November 13, 2003
Mississippi Construction
Gefect & Mold Litigation,

NBI. 800-930-6182

Movember 19, 2003
Hiring & Firing,
Sterding Education Services, Ing.
715-855-64495

Dec. 11 & Dec. 12, 2003
23rd Annual Seminar.
MS Bankruptcy Conference.
956-2374

Legal Search & Contract Counsel | Legal Support Staffing 1 Tusn Key Litigation Services | Training & Consulting

ENERGIZING TODAY'S LAW FIRM

www.fegalresources.com

I partnership with:

For over a decade we have helped firms in
Mississippi be more resourceful. From finding
legal talent 1o assisting with litigation from discovery
to degision, we are the team of legal and business
professionals uniquely qualified to assist law firms
throughout the Deep South. Now, we've added new
services, staff and partnerships. Call us. Our team's
ready to help you stay on top of your game.

“continued from page |

The Work Activity Cenler is designed to provide
evalualion, traiming, and work opportanities for individuals
who are at least 18 years old. individuals lear praper
work habits and allitudes as they work on contracts for
regional businesses. Mauoy of the higher functioning adults
ultimately transfer the skills developed at Witlowoad to
regular jobs in the community.

The Supported Employment Stall assists individuals
who want (0 work at job sites in the commuonity. The Stal¥
works closely with reterrals and employers 1o match
individuals with the type of work they desire. Tndividuals
receive the initiat training and support seeded and have
ongoing appropriate supports for job retention and potential
for prometion.

Willowood: s Day [Habilitation Services support
individuals with more severe disabiities in acquiring,
retaining and improving daily living, social,
communication, scli-help and other adaplive skills.

Obviausly, Willowood provides critical services to an
impoitant segment of our conununity in need.
Opportunitics Yor involvement inchide patlicipation in and
contributions to the Golf Tournament in the spring and the
.. Music lor the Masses:” i the fall. The Goll Tournament is

held at Annandale, and the " Music for the Masses. © is an
evening of nuste with the Mississippi Mass Cheoir, which
includes silent and live avctions, held at the Old Capitol
[in.

Siuce many of the higher functioning participants at
the Willowood Work Activity Center are capable off
maintaining regular jobs, additional opporiumities for
support inckude hiring these participants to perform jobs
within your effice. Employment opportunitics which may
be appropriate for these individuals iy an office setting
include courier services, janttorial services, copying,
document shredding, and similar types of jobs. [F you have
na need for these services in your olfice, the Work Activity
Center may be able to assist you through mass mailings,
sorting and organizing of documents and materials, and
similar activities. I you are unable to participate in any of
ilhese activities, direct financial contribuiions, ol course, are
much-nceded and weleomed, When considering your
culling to involvement in community service, add
Willowood o the st of worthwhile opportumities to make a
difference in the lives of those in need.

Serving Firms Throughout The Beep South Missizsings, Enuisians, Alatans, Tennesses
1675 Lakeland D, Suite 306 «.Jacksan, MS 39216 « Tek 601.981.1606 or £.800.481.0330
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CERVIFIED PURLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to vour need
tor professional excellence fron your accounting experts.
Owr services  include  expert  witness  testimony  at
depositions and trials, tr1al assistance relating (o opposing
options  and
approaches, support during the discovery  process,
damage analysis and  review, mvestigative  auditing,
torecasting  of cconomic losses, fraud  audits, asset

experts, consultation  on  litigation

scarches and tracing of funds.

690 Towne Center Bivd I Post (Mice Box 2848 M Ridgeland, MS 39158 W (601) 956-2374
145 -8B Main Srrcer 8 Post Office Box 263 M Bitoxi, MS 39533 8 (228) 435-7903




Mississippi Politics: It Ain’t What It Used To Be

by Captain Equity

With the November general election abowt & wonth away,
| begun rellecting nostalgically on the Golden Age of
Mississippi pelitics. Granted, the same vague, meaningless
stogans that are utlered by today's politicians were uitered by
politicos of old. What is missing today is the comedic
inspiration of yesteryear's candidates that consistently
guaraniced voters a smile and even an occasional belly laugh.
[n stark contrast, this year's statewide races ivolve nothing
mere or less (han deadly carnest pandering by mostly cvaven
politicians who spend millions of doHars to pet a job (hat pays
in the mid-five to low-six Figures. AH of them make sure o
wrap thenmselves in the tlag, although in the case of Amy
‘Fuck it's a couple of flags, while suggesting that every nolable
figure in Western Civilization from Maoses to Ronald Reagan
would be in their corner i only they were repistered to vole m
places like Yazoo City or Batesville. Today's campaigns ave
characterized by subtle name-calling, hokey photo
apportuaities and an almost complete aversion to delivering
anything close to bard fiscad truth to voters. The bottom ling
is that Mississippians of both parties want more and more
governinent without increasing faxes even thougly the state 1s
broke. Of course, Mississippi 15 itot as broke as California and
surely not as broke as the Federal Government with it's new
colonies Irag and Aflghanistan, but it is broke nonctheless.
But that doesn't stop spineless candidates from inflating
revenye projections, laking irresponsible “No New Tax
Pledges™ and promising more and more programs and
mitistives we can't or won't fund while simultancously taking
credit for every comceivable positive occurrence that has ever
snaterialized within the borders of the Magnoha State since
the beginning of lime.

Candidates abways tatk aboul fighting waste and
corruption and dismantling bureaucracy, but the cubiure of
computer solitaire remains vigorous in too many state
agencies. They trumpet the panacea of education as i£1t were
an STP- fike additive we can just pour down children’s throals
and magically erase the crippling effects of scemingly
intractable social problems brought about by disinterested,
undereducated andfor overindulgent parenis. Meanwhile,
teachers are held alinost totatly responsible even though they
ave required by their political masters & spend most of their
valuable class time coaching students to pass meaningless
C. YA, standardized “achievement” tests. The balance of a
Leacher's workday is consmued by endless hours of having to
document exactly why no child is being leit behind. The
result 15 00 much teacher ternover and burnout and too many
children suffering from the 242=yellow syndrome.

Rathker than lament the present state of eduacational
hypoerisy which will surely lead to an even more precarious
and uncertain future as more and more “no clue” students
tuen into “no clue™ adulis, why not put on those rose colored
glasses and look back to the Golden Age ol Mississippi
polities?

1967: The Last Great Mississippi
Governor's Race

In my view, the Golden Age of Mississippi politics
peaked in the summer of 1967, The governor's race that year

featured former Governor Ross Barnel, Congressiman fohi
Belf Williams, white supremacist radio personality Timmy
Swan, a much younler William Winter and perenniat
candidate, Blowtorch Mason, & welder from Magee. The high
point cante at the Neshoba County Fair that Angust. Old
Ross was in a dogfight with John Bell Williams for the
Demacratic nomination. Thal was back in the days when
Republicans only came from staies like New Hampshire,
Oregon or Mars. Progressive candidate William Winter, whe
was portrayed by the rest ol the field as a Naming “Son of
Satan™ liberad had only an outside chance with Swan being a
tong shot and Mason having o chance at afl. | remember
vividly Ross introducing all ol the othar candidates from the
podium at the Fair. 1 just so happened that Williarm Winter
was Lhe last candidate on the platfonm. Ross stood facing the
crowd to Winter's right.

“Ladies and gentlemen, 1 would like (o introduce twy
esteamed opponents” Ross paused for effect. “To my tar
left,” Ross pointed toward Winter as the all white crowd
Tauglied, “is Wee Willic Winter, the weak knced liberad
candidate” With that, Ross's knces began to buckle 1 the
wild cheers and Lawghter of the crowd. Then Ross wimed to
Congressman Williams who was a Jast minute entry i the
CGovernor's race alter having been stripped ol his seniority by
House Democrats, “Ladies and gentlemen, meet Johony Bell
‘Come Lately’ Williams.” Moments later, not to be outdone,
Congressman Williams began bis stump speech by flatly
promsing every Mississippian a cheek for $340. He also
msinated that Ross owned a farn in Madison County in
1963 that he had not owned when he first became Govértior
in 1939, To support his Inplicit insinuation of misdeating;
John Bell waved a photostatic copy of the deed to the farm ds
if it were the smoking gun of impropricty. o

Ross bounded (o the podium for his rejoinder. -

“Iriends, Johnoy Bell wants to give you 5507 His
gravelly voice boomed over the loudspeaker. “Well, old Ross ™
will give you $75. The place went wild, but he wasn’t
finished. S

“Now it scems like fTohnny Come Lately says Old Ross
owns a farm in Madison County” A sifence fell overthe
erowd as supportets of the former governor shot nc’r'\&ms'_-. -
glances to one anather. “Why fricnds, Old Ross wails to owa
ALL of Madison County”” Amidst howls of approval ind
Jaughter, that was the end of that. Ross (inished Bis remarks.
by saluling the Tung Nut industry in Picayune and taking
credit for the longest manmade beach in the world (26 mites
from Biloxi to Waveland). He then grabbed a baticred ol o
guitar and belted out an enthusiastic atbeit olf key rendition of
Are You From Dixie? He was rewarded with a standing
ovaliol. _ e
Quick thinking and ol key singing werent Ross’s only..

tatents. When it came to handling the press, he was a master. -

Question: “Governor, what is your position on Qemoy -

and Matsu?” (A reference to two disputed Chinese isl_z'mais'- .
held by the Nationalist Chinese, which were being bombed by

the mainland Communist regime during Governor Barnete’s

term in otfice). : :
? ) contimied on page §

cimdinued from page of

Answer: “Put’em on the Game and Fish Comnission.”
Even hard-bilten zeporiers couldn't help but laugh.

Those were the days, Unforaumately, doubt we will be
treated Lo such high quality political entertaimnent ever again.

Handicapping the November Elections

And so what about the two big statewide races coming
up? We'll take (he most important one first which is the race
for Licwtenant Governor where e winner will be (he
presiding oflicer of the Senate for the next four years.

Barbara Blackmon {D) vs. Lt. Gov. Amy Tuek (R}

For the First time ever, two women square off as
nominees of their parties in a statewide race. Bavbara
Blacknion has the best shol at being the fivst black candidate
o hold statewide office since Reconsteuction. Blackinon, &
laveyer [rom Canton is a sclfstyled crusader for the Hiatle gay
She also drives a big, black, expensive Bentley. | guess the
Hitler the guy the bigger the car,

Meanwhile, the mcumbent Tuck who recently became g
Republican waatg all of her new found friends fo knosw thal
she really wanted to keep the old flag with the Coulederate
infay. Inomy view, Blackmon will win solely because ber car
is way more cool than Amy Tuck’s truck.

Mississippi Corporate Counsel Association

One of severat fackson-based professional groups whose
members include THCBA mombers is the Mississippi
Corporale Counsel Association. Organgzed in 1984, the
group meets quaitedy al the Capitol Chub, Membership s
tinnited to attorneys who are adonited to (he Mississippi Bar
and who are in-house counsel with corporations doing
husingss in Mississippi,

Current ofticers are President, John Flynt of Mississippi
Chemical; Vice President, Tom Alexander ol BellSouth; and
Seeretary-Freaswrer, Tim Young ol Trustnrark, Hoard
members include Michael Cooper of Molpus Timber
Management, Chad Russel] of Southern FFarm Burean Life,
and Bill Jordan of Chemlirsl

Although the economic declime ol the past few years hay
caused tluctuation in membership, the group still has aboul
45 miembers representing 15 o 20 corporations. Meetings
focus on cconomic issues affeciing business in the stale,
discussions ol proposed legislation, recent business-related
dectsions, and other matiers ol interest to the clients
represenicd.

Speakers frequently are politicians or lobbyists; however,
once 2 year, (he locus is o cthies, Maty HCDBA lawyers have
attended the annual CLE ethics hour co-sponsored by the
Mississippi Corporate Counsel Association and the Business
Section of the Bar. Cleverly scheduled for just befove the

. CLE deadline, the seminar always sells out guickly.

Anyone who gualities and is interested injoining the
group may call Tim Young at 208-5089 for additionzl
information.

Gov. Ronnie Musgrove (D) VS, "l--I'alcy Barbour (R} -

O cureent Governor is a remarkable person. While
Americans are losing jobs hand aver fist, he single-handedly
created over 7,000,000 pew jobs in Mississippt in the st four
years., That'is two and a half jobs for every sman, woman and
chitd in Mississippi. Although I ant a litle fogpy on the,
details, thanks to the Governor, [ think | am moonlighting at
Popeye’s, dealing blackjack at the Esle of Capr and bagping
groceriey at Kroger after | {eave my day job. Maybe that's
why [ am so tired, Oh-yeal, and did you know Ciovernor
Musarove s responsible for the Nissan plant?

On the GOP side ol the fedger is Haley Barbour, a
lsmble Yaroo City lawyer who bought & roewud teip ticket o
Washington D.CLin the late 1970s with an open retopn,

Now he is back shopping for a hickory stick that will
enable him to personally restore discipline to every
Missmssippi classroon. He promises to whip more butt than
Kirk Fordice at a Bert Case Roast, Haley also promises
“Stronnnanng, Honnonnmest, Leaddddership. § think the
small fown Yozoo City lawyer has a good chance of winning;
however, we will have (o lengthen s term of otfice to six
years just to allow him (o finish his State of the State address.

My prediction is that Haley Barbour and Barbara
Blackmon will win thetr respective races and then drive each
other crazy for the next foar {six) years. Maybe the [un in
Mississippi politics is not over after all.

William Winter Honored by Ole Miss

Fornwr Governor William Winter, a member of the
ITCBA. was recently honored when the University ol
Mississippi renanted its Instifute for Racial Reeonciliation
for iim. Announcement of the William Winter Institute for
Racial Reconctliation came al a public reception in the
state’s historic Cld Capitol Building during a day of events
marking Winter’s 80th birthday.

“Farly in his carcer, Williaon Winter recognized that
issues refaled o race are among Aimeriea’s greatest
challenges™ said Chancelior Robert Khayat, “He stepped
forward and has firmily maintained a position of cespeet for
the dignity of all people.” Speaking in the Old Capitol
rotunda, Khayal described Winter as one of Anerica’s greal
statesmen. “Mississippi has been blessed by [us leadership
and service,” he said. “Throughout his carcer, Governoy
Winter has taken the morat kigh ground and has been
willing to confront difficult issues.”

A UM alumnbus in private law practice in Jackson,
Winter was the state’s chiclexeculive lrom [980-1984.
Passage of the groundbreaking FEducation Reform Act of
1982 is widely recognized as one of his administration’s
most significant achicvements, but bis beliefl in racial
equality has been a leading factor in accomplishments
threnghout s personal and public life.

Remember to Vote November 4th!




The Poor You Will Always Have With You....

hy Luke Dove

As computerized lawvyers seroll the pages of their
computerized calendars, some hay pause Lo nole thai, among the
pressing deadlines, flanukkah and Chrisimas are only weeks
away. A fow may hrieHy recall ihat our holiday season has come
1o be associated with giving Tavish gits and, to a much smaller
extent, helping the disadvantaged ol society.

gince the holidays fortuttously [ali near the end ol the
individual taxable year, it’s the time to make those fast minuie
charitable {and tax-deductible) contributions, 1t also the time (o
detiver a frozen turkey to Gateway Reseue Mission and drop your
foose change in the Salvation Army pail. Our contributions, even
i modest, made during the warmth and glow of the holiday
season, help us satisty an ambiguous ethical and social
connmitment and enable us, in the immortal words ol James
Brown, o “feel good™

But if yon are like me anid like most lawyers -you are not
doing nearly enough and you are not doing it alien enough. The
disadvantaged need socks and soup in July as well as December.
tlow often you give may be as important as how much you
give -~ Perhaps Iore so. '

With your indulgence, [ would fike to remind you of a story
from the Christian Gospels. Even if you are not religious, this
story 1s worth consideration:

Two days before his death, Jesus had dinner at the home of a
man alflicted with leprogy, Because Jesus was present, a large
crowd, including diseiples, gathered i and around the house. A
woman, whe was probably unremarkable and maodest, slowly
made her way through the crowd. As she approached the table,
che reached inside her garment and removed an alabaster ja

CONtAINIDG Very CXPensive perfumed oit. She troke the seal and
anointed the head of Jesuy with the precious oil. This was a
symbolic act of great reverence. Bt it was nol well received by
ilie crowd. The disciples were especially selt-righteous and
indignant,

“Why such wasie”, they demanded 10 know. “This perfume
could have been sold at a high price and the money given o the
poat”  Apparenity the crowd around the fable agreed with this
assessment and the implient condernnation ¢f the wommn’s
exiravagan act. 1t cectainly sounded right. Bul, reciting a plirase
from (he Hebrew Book of Deuterononiy. lesus rebuked his
disciples and said, “She has done a beautiful thing...the poor you
will atways have with you, but you will not always have me.”

when giving does not require sacrilce, The poot and
disadvantaged have needs every single day, and our duty fo care
for the disadvantaged anel the neexdy arises daily. Giving and
caring shoutd not Y;c timited 1o the holidays. Tispecially, SIving
and caring should not be timited to Christmas or Hanukkah.

Some may certainly disagree, bul Jawwyers, by virtue of our
privileged place in socicly, may have an obligation cven greatey
tham others 1o accept ihe sociat and cthical responsibility of
helping those who have far Fewer advantages and resources than
we. The material blessings we have obtained as lawyers derive
from the communitics wher we Tive and practice law. 1t should
be our choice to generously share these hlessings.

Mississippi is the poorest of the Lnited Stales. dMany ol the
yery Poosest persons in this the poorest state, including needy
children, live within a mile of severat Jackson law offices,
inciuding those of sonie of our most prominent and prospercus
Lawyers.  Lawyers have been lnancially blessed as much or more
fhan any other segment of our socicty. Many say we have been
lnancially rewarded far heyond the true value of our services o
society. Theve are counties in Mississippt in which the largest
sinple landowner is 2 Tawyer. There are lawycers in Mississippi,
jucluding Jackson, who have hecome wealthy through Jaw
practice. Most lawyers are, of will become, lnancially
comfortable,

But o matter what our [inancial condition, we, as fawyers,
because of our privilcgcd status, should accept 8 special
responsibility to aid and assist the most needy and disadvantaged
within our community. There are several organizations which
will weleome whatever conliibution of mouey and Linie you
choose to oifer, Fabilat for Hunianily, Slewpot, Gateway Rescue,
Shoestring, Grace louse, Brumfictd House and The LifeShare

Eoundation are some of the organizations which provide eritical
services for those most in need. Churches including
Northminsler Baptist, Fiest United Methodist and Fiest Baptist
SPONSOr HINET-City SCTYICE PIOGRaMS, and al! will weleome your
involverment and your contributions.

The need for your Lielp, your time and your contribution is
great and nrgent. A few of your resotrces will make tife a lot
hetter [or numy others, inctuding children. You don’U bave to tell
(e you arc a Tawyer. Tust cadl and ofTer (o help. And have a
happy heliday seuson.

I the modern reader, these words
sound strange, indilterent and even
callous. But to ancient readers, the words
ol fesus conveyed a powerful and
profound Lruth about our mioral
responsibility to the disndvantaged, the
weak and the poor.

“The poor you witl ahways have with
you...” is far from indifierent and callous.
[ is an urgent reminder (aud for the
religlous, a command} that i is the mmoval
ot cthical responsibility of those who are
biessed with sociat and material resources
1o care for, to help, and to assist the sick,
the afflicled, the needy and the
disadvantaged gyery day and nol ooty
during holidays, not only when we are

break, According Lo these seriptires, i is
the duty of those with resources o help the
needy each day. it is not enou gh to give
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