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“Just Say No. Choase to Value Principles”

Column
by Mark A. Chinn

In a recent episode of the lefevision
show, “The Practice,” a prosecutor
was Faced with the difemnya of
whether Lo continue a prosecation of a
rape charge afler arriving at the put
instinct that the defendant was not
guilty. She had no proot, she just felt
il in her bones that the defendant was
not guilty. What would you do? Weli,
she went fo the pudge in private and
told her that she felt it was likely the
defendant was not guilty. 1F you were
the judge, what wouid you do? The
judge chastised the prosecutor aad told
her it was not her job 1o decide guilt or
innocence; it was the pry’s. The
judge also warned the lawyer not to
“tank” her closing argument. In the
end, the defendant was convicted.

The show left the distinct impression
he should not have beea. This show
preseated the fundamental question:
Can lawyers fulfiil their role as advo-
cates while valuing principles? The
show seemed to be conveying the
message that the answer is “no.”

Many people seem to think that
there was a better era when lawyers
were held in higher esteem than today.
I"'m not so sure about that, since 1 find
many less than flattering references in
ancient literature, inchiding both the
New and Old Testaments, But lef’s
assume that there has been a recent
decline in the public perception of
lawyers. To whal can we atteibute that
decline?

It has occurred 1o me that one
major conlributor to the decline n
respect for the ]t,ng syﬁtun is the

President’s

abdication by lawyers of their own
moral imperative.  This abdication has
its roots in modern theory on the attor-
ney-client relationship.

Belore we discuss that, though, lets
look for a moment at the morad dilem-
mia we Tace. We know that the duty to
represent the client brings with it the
fundamentsl principle that the lawyer’s
job is to represent the client’s interest
and not his own. This duly inunediate-
ly separates the lawyer’™s work from his
own perspective. !

Lawyers are akso (rained in the early
stages of law school that what they per-
sonally belicve o be “right™ is not rele-
vant, that what precedent says is right
is the only relevance.  Good examples
af this occor in Constitutional 1Law
class where we learn that the Nazis
have the right to march in the Jewish
town of Skokie, Hlinois, and women
have the right to abort a birth. One
author has opined that it is through this
law school training thai law students

become “morally neutered.” 2

Well, our duty ol advocacy and our
law school training were around
before the decline of respect for the
systent. S0, what happened?

Before the 60°s most lawyers fol-
lowed the “traditional view™ of legal
counseling. The traditional view holds
that the lawyer should exercise a great
deal of infleence over how the client’s
legal decisions are miade, and that the
client should stand by passively and del-
egate decision making to the lawyer. ?

In the 1960°s, & new, “client-cen-
tered” model For attorney-client coun-
seling appeared. Many of #ts propo-
nents were former legal services or
public interest lawyers who entered
academics as clinical law teachers. *
Client-centered counseling may be
defined as a legal counseling process
dusigm;d to foster client decision mak-
ing. 7 Some supporters of this
approach state that it is crucial that the

Continued on page 8

February Membership Meetmg

Speaking af the February HCBA Membership Meeting were: Betty Daughtery, Ben
Sanders (second from right), Judge Donadd Patterson (right). They are pictured
with Mark Chinn, HCBA President.

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON MEETING

April 20, 1999

12:60 Neon

Capital Club

Lunch $10.00

CLE $5.00

CLE Presentation by Reuben V. Anderson, Isaac K. Byrd, Jr. and Constance Slaughter-Harvey
“Issues in Rainmaking and Networking for Minorities in the Profession”




HCBA Calendar
of Events

April 20

HCBA Membership Meeting and
One Hour Ethics CLE, Noon.
Capital Club

April 22

HCBA Social Honoring Members
with 36 years or more of service.
5:30 - 7:00 MS Bar Center

May 6 '

HCBA/JYL Dinner Honoring the
Judiciary.

6:30 p.m. Primos Northgate

June 15

HCBA Membership Meeting and
One Hour Ethics CLE. Noon.
Capital Club
August 17

HCBA Membership Meeting and
One Hour Ethics CLE. Noon.
Capital Club

Aprif 21
MS Labor & Employment Law.
NBIL 715-835-7909

April 22
Commercial Lending in MS.
NBL 715-835-7909

Aprif 22

Bankruptcy First Day
Orders/ABA Center for CLE.
MC School of Law. 925-7173

Aprit 23 .

Tax Clinic 1999,

MS Bar Taxation Section.
948-4471

April 23

MS Business Entity Update,
UM-CLE. 232-7282

April 27

Iasurance Coverage Law in MS,
NBL 715-835-7909

April 30

Health Eaw Seminar.

MS Bar Heatth Law Section.
048-4471

May 5
Boundary Law in MS,
NBE 715-835-7909

o
Notice of “Children Divided” Program

by Lisa Milner

As a resull of the efforts of the Hinds County Bar, beginning April 1, 1999,
Tudge William Lutz will be implemeniing a program for divorcing parents. I
ali divorces filed in Madison County irvolving minor children and requesting a
temporary hearing on issues of custody and visilation, the temporary order will
include language mandating the parties to attend “Children Divided.”

This program has been designed to assist divorcing parents with issues per-
taining to children and to provide ways of handling stressful situations which
arise out of visitation and financial conflict. The purpose is (o enlighten par-
cats Lo the impact of divorce on children, to give parents viahle options in the
handling of difficult situations, and to keep children from being placed in the
middle and (rom being torn aparé. 1¢1s a two-lour program which will be facil-
itated by Angela Herzog, Ph.D. in clinicat pyychology, and staff.

Parties will be required to file certilicates of compliance stating their date of
atlendance. Hopetudly this will tuke much of the burden of “cooperative coun-
seling™ off of the court and enhance the ability of divorcing parents to recog-
nize the child impact consequences of inappropriate post-divorce practices and
to prevent further trauma to those children who without assistance have no

voice in these matters.

CLE Calendar

of Events

May 6

Drafting and Eaforcing Trademark,
Copyright & Software Licensing
Agreements/PLI Satellite Seminar.
MC School of Law. 925-7173

Meay 7

Third Annual Will & Probate
Seminar.

UM-CLE. 232-7282

May 7

MS Tort Claims Act Law,

NBIL 715-835-7909

May 7

Law Practice Management Seminar,
HCBA. 969-6097

Mav 1/

Limited Liability Companies in M8,
NBL 715-835-7909

May 12

MS Sales & Use Tax Update.
NBI. 715-835-7909

May 13

Annual Spring Estate Planning
Update/ALI-ABA Sateliite.

MC School of Law. 925-7173

May 14

Hot Tips from the Experts.

MS Bar Family Law Section. 948-4471

May 20

KEstate Planning Bistribtions
from Qualified Plans &
IRAS/ALI-ABA Satellite,

MC School of Law, 925-7173

May 20

Beating the Odds on Legal
Mualpractice,

Great American Insurance
Companics. 407-667-7880

May 27

Annual Spring Estate Planning
Update/ABA Satellite for CLE
Seminar.

MC School of Law. 925-7173

June 3

ERISA Fiduciary Responsibility
Issues/ALI-ABA Satellite
Seminar.

MC School of Law. 925-7173

June 17

Litigation Case Management for
Legal Assistants/PT.1 Satellite
Seminar

MC School of Law, 925-7173
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Reuben V. Anderson

At the April lancheon meeting of the
Hinds County Bar Association, to be
held at the Capitat Club on Tuesday,
April 20, 1999, the CLE presentation
will be made by Reuben V. Anderson,
Isaac K. Byrd, Fr.. and Constance
Staughter-Harvey. They will discuss
“Issucs in Rainmaking and Networking
for Minorities in the Profession.”

Former Supreme Court Justice
Reuben V. Anderson is a partner in the
law fixm of ’helps Dunbar, T.1..P. He
received his BLA. degree from
Tougaloo College in 1964 and his 3.0,
degree from the University of
Mississippi School of Law in 1967, He
iy Past President oof the Mississippi Bar,

Tsaac K. Byrd, Fr,, heads a taw firm
in Jackson, with practice emphasis on
medical maipractice, products labiligy,
personal injury litigation, and pro bono

Isaae K. Byred, I,

progressive issues. He is general coun-
sel of the Mississippt NAACE. He
graduated from Tougaloo College,
magna cusi laude, in 1973 and
Northwestern University in 1976,

Constance Slaughter-Harvey prac-
tices law and serves as president of
Elections, Inc. She is also an adjuact
professor at Tougaloo College, where
she is president of the Parents” Club.
She earned her bachelor’s degree, cum
laude, from Tougaloo Coliege in May
1067, and she was the figst African
American {emale to receive a law
degree from the University of
Mississippi, in January 1970,

Please join these celebrated attor-
neys, whose accomplishments are too
numerous to list in this newsletter, for
what prontises 1o be a stimulating CLE
program.

Constance Slaughter-Harvey

ASSOCIATE
SOUGHT

The Kullman Firm, a
defense firm specializing
in labor law and employ-
ment litigation, seeks an
associate with 1-3 years
of litigation experience
for its Jackson office.

Good academic record
required. Top 25% of
class and/or law review
preferred.

Send resumes to:

Michael Farrell, Esq.
The Kullman Firm
210 E. Capitol Street
Suite 2160

Jackson, MS 39201

LEFOLDTKSX &I

CERTIFIED PURLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of owr experience is directly relevant to your need for professional
excellence from your accounting experts. Our services include expert witness
testimony at depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing cxperts,
consultation on litigation options and approaches, support during the dis-
covery process, damage analysis and review, investigative auditing, forecasting
of cconomic losses, fraud audits, asset scarches and tracing of funds.

5280 Galaxie Drive B Post Office Box 13409 W Jackson, MS 39236-3409 M (601) 982-1591
145-8 Main Strect 3 Posr Office Box 263 B Biloxi, MS 39533 M (228) 435-7903




The HCBA Board held its February board mecting at Stewpot fo discuss possible

projects for the HCBA. Pictured are: Susan Tsimortes, Board Member; Johm
McCullonch, HCBA Past President; Liaher ON, Stewpot Divector; Mark Chinn,

HCBA President; Samuel Kelly, Board Meniher:

HCBA Newsletter/Editorial Board

Serving on the [998/99 HCBA Newsletter/Editorial Board arve: (seated) John Land
MeDavid, Linda Thompson, Editor; Keith Obert; {standing} David Trewolla, Carol

West, Jiinmy Robertson, Lee Hetherington.

v Task Force on
Gender Fairness

by Carof West

Last August, the Mississippi
Supreme Court created the Mississippi
Task Force on Gender Fairness in the
Courts by Order No, 97-M-GE581.
The mandate of the Task Force is:

To consider whether gender bias
does exast in the Judicial System and
Bar of Mississippi, and if such gender
bias does exist, to determine the nature
and extent of such bias and 1o propose
mwasures for its reduction and ultimate
elimination.

The Court named the forty mem-
bers of the Task Foree and prevailed
upon former Lt. Governor Evelyn
Gandy to serve as Honorary Chair,
She called an organizationat meeting
on Novermber 9, 1998, This was fol-
lowed by a meeting on January 25th at
which the Task Force was divided into
two commiittees, each of which has
specific responsibilities,

The Operations Committee is head-
ed by Mark Chinn, who is assisted by
Deanne Mosley and Vangela Wade.
The Issues Commitiee 1s headed by
Constance Siaughter-Harvey, who is
assisted by Polly Covington and
Rabert Gibbs.

The next meeting of the Task Force
is set for Apeil 28th. At that meeting,
the plan of action for Mississippi’s
study will be discussed,

Quite cleaily, this major undertak-
ing cannot be accompiished without
the assistance of many non-Task-Force
merbers, both lawyers and non-
lawyers. Many of you will be called
to help when the “hands on™ part of
the study gets underway. The court
order limits the Task Force to a period
of three years ta complete its work.

Various states and federal courts
have undertaken “Gender Fairness in
the Courts” studies. These efforts
began in the early 19805 and have
continued uatil eight federal circuit
courts and more than forty states have
completed their mitiad research and
issued reports.

WANTED: Cartconist

for newsletter. Salary negotiable.

Call 969-6097

Spring: God’s Gift to The Last Year of The Twentieth Century

1Us April. [Us Spring. Thank God!

Other than pechaps October, April is
the very hest month to be in
Mississippi. Azaleas, dopwood, wild
onions, and waginth. Just what the
body and soud need.

And never was that more true than
in the last year of this centiry. Now, |
know that uncasy feeling that is begin-
ning {0 creep over some of you, but
don’t worry. This is not going to be a
nostalgic Larry King look back over the
last husndred years of America or an
Orley FHood baby boomer reprise of the
good old days in fackson (that article
will most likely come Jater this year).

Nor is it some kind of cleverly dis-
guised lead-in to yet another Y2K arti-
cle wrilten from the perspective of
some sori of heavily-armed Eric
Rudolph psycho survivalist holed up in
a cave guarding his net worth of
$213,000 which was recently converted
Irom [RAs and a 401-K account and is
now comprised solely of canned food
and pold bars. No, T solemnly promisc
to leave Y2K 1o Joel Howell, and if we
are really fortunate, he’li opt to leave il
alone sltogether

{Bul, in the spirit of Presidential
leadership, 1 must clarify that my
solemn promise is subject to a device
kaowa to children as King's X.
Consequeatly, all readers are herchy
put on notice NOT to fly & domeslic,
commercial airline in Russiz or
Northern or Western China on New
Year’s Eve night. However, if you
absolutely must go to Siberia, Tibet,
Mongolia or some other cold weather
Russian-Sino destination o ring in the
New Year, and if the planc doesn’t lose
it"s computer controlled hydeautics and
the airpost’s runway fights doa’t disap-
pear on final approach, be sure not (o
check your heavy coat and wear an
exira pair of socks. It is guite likely that
your hotel’s heating system is con-
trolled by a desktop computer, circa
1964 buoilt by Guiag convicts or Red
Gruards).

Okay, now the solemn promise is in
effect. So, rather than writing one
more fedious millennium retrospective,
or Y2K disaster piece, this article is
about the undeniable power of good
weather (0 foster rebirth and resewat of
healy and spirit,

by Captain Equity

If we were to take a purely Felder
Rushing worldview, Spring is a time
most likely invented by cosmic land-
scape arclitec(s long ago to make the
owners of Eakeland Yard & Garden,
Callaway's and thesr tlk wealthier s¢ill.
April is also the signal to would be
*Lawn Of The Month™ hopeluls to get
out in the yard and dig, or, in the adter-
native, give the lawneare hircd guns
that proliferate around the end of
March, like Mayflies on riding lawn-
mowers, vague directions ahout where
Lo spread the fertilizer and what not to
cut.

For the anti-yardwork crowd, of
which [ any a proud nember, all of this
is done with quiet thanks for a service
sector that provides more time to ¢luich
a cold beer while conducting an
exhaustive search for the Braves and
Cubs via handbeld remote contral.

Yes, Spring mieans daylight savings
lime, propate, low clectric bills, and
packing the wool blankets up for anoth-
er year. I also means policn, allergics
and hay fever, and on workday after-
roons, bouts of lowered ambition and
productivity.

The sympioms are casy Lo spol -
long outdoor Tunches at Keifers or Que
Sera Sera and periodic episodes of golf
and fishing-based daydreams. And
though this may be shocking to some
cmployers, Tmust warn then thal some
will even act on these inmpulses, cover-
ing thetr tracks with mysterious refer-
ences Lo poifen, atlergies and hay fever.

But for all its glory, April & also the
source of some periodic angious
smroments. We ali know whal it’s like to
be glued to David Hartman and Woody
as they repert on a line of dangerous
thunderstorms that always scem o be
crossing the Mississippi River at
Vicksburg or that ever-present storm
celt in the Raymend area that always
seems (o contain & possible tornado.
The onty more unwelcome sound of
Spring other than 2 Weedeaier in need
of a muifler being operated too carly on
a Saturday morning is the dreaded and
eric toraadoe warning sivens that sound
at Jeast once a season in the Capilal
City. Otherwise, April in Mississippi s
a tonic Tor bodies that have stayed
indoors foo long; it (s early release for
attitudes imprisoned by the winter sicge

nentality,

Astde from the obvicus and tradi-
tional pleasures of Spring, April is
especially welcome this year, Like an
endless ice storm with no heat or lights,
we have endured every kind of public
indignity imaginable over the winter
months. These assaults have ranged
from Presidential impeachment to the
saga of the Armstrongs to Olympic
bribery, college basketball cheating
scandals, Reverend Henry Lyons (the
latest incarnation of Jim Bakker and
Brother Swaggart) looting the Nationat
Baptist Convention USA, and more

But you know what? Fhe sun is out,
the flowers are blooming, and we are
still here. For all the irying moments of
this past winger, those who should have
been discredited have been; those try-
ing to make this a better cily, state and
aation still are; and our lives continue
to be largely what we choose to make
them.

Add 1o this the [act that it was possi-
ble this Spring in Fackson, Mississippt,
10 see Blon John, Kirk Franklin, and
the Lord of the Dance all within a peri-
od of a coupte of weeks. That the
dreadful Today Show and Food Clab
Coffec have been replaced by Imus In

“The Morning and Starbucks.

And most incredibly, it’s suddenty
possible to go 1o an airport that really
looks fike one and catch a nonstop jel
flight to someplace other than Atlanta
or Dallas. And even more astounding
is the fact that Mississippi has finally
matched Las Vegas by having a hotel
on the Gulf Coast with real trees in the
jobby together with a sushi bar and
[talian trattoria, all under one roof. Will
wonders never cease?

But best of all, itis finally warm and
aot yet hot, pleasant and not yet huwid,
and at 4:53 p.m. on any given after-
noon, if is no fonger dark. Al of this is
God’s way of reminding us that Iife is
pretty good after all. So lift your spirits
and companion gluminum can to
Spring. Translation - i€'s okay o ice a
six pack and act on that golf or fishing-
based impulse.

{Editor's note: The viewpoints cxpressed
in this column are solely those of Captain
Equity and are not to be attribiied to the
Hinds County Bar Association, its officers
and directors, or its editorial board. |
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We lave heard many stories relating
to Year 2000 (Y2K) problems and
insurznce. Some insureds are naturally
maore woiried than others on this mat-
ter. As with all industey, in insurance
there are still many unanswered gues-
tions regarding Year 2000, tHere is
what we do know, however.

1t ig a fact that most insurance carri-

ers are endorsing renewals prior 10 Year

2000 with 2 Y2K exclusion. This
inchides most all policies ineluding, bul
not limited o, property, business inter-
raption, extra expense, computer, boiler
and machinery, general liability, direc-
tors and officers’ liability, professional
liability, erime, employment practices,
and fiduciary Lability. As with ashestos
and pollution issues, most carriers want
no part of the Y2K problem.

Yery little has been done o design
and pl()\’i(lL Year 2000 prolection on
any insurance policy, We understand
that American International Group
(A1) has designed a Form that esti-

Year 2000 Coverage

by Eric Elam

mates your liabilities, charges that
amount as a premium, and then returns
a proraied portion should you have no
claims or liabilities. We have not heard
of many “takers” on this offer and it
appears to be for the Bhue Chip market.

The only other coverage solutions
we have found s that some directors
and ofticers and professional liability
carriers will renew coverage through
the year 2000 without 3 Y2K exclusion
on their particular policy. Some limited
Y 2K coverage Is also available to pub-
licly held companies for security relat-
ed derivative shareholder claims for
Y 2K refated loss of value. These
require extensive applications proving
most of the Y2K liability has been
reduced or eliminated.

H appears the best practice to man-
age this potential risk is through abter-
native risk management technigues.
Fnvestigate the downside risk and your
options. Hiploy ali reasonable means
tor recognize and eliminate exposure

V

and risk. Reconfigure hardware and
soltware. Make vendors aad others on
wlich you depend submit evidence
they have remedied thelr Y2K proh-

-fems. Rethink every possible scenario

where you inight be affected by your
own or others Y2K risk.

If you think you have serious expo-
sure to Y2K risk we reconunend you
contact a ¥Y2K computer consultant
who has specific expertise in diagnos-
ing, managing, and comrecling Y2K
problems. It is our sincere hope that
Y2K will not be a probiem lor the
majority of the service-related sector.

Eric Elam is the owier of Flam
Consulting, Inc., an independent insur-
ance consalting firm in Jackson, spe-
clalizing in risk analysis, bid specifica-
tions and antalysis, claivn assistance
and expert witness services, Flam
Consulting does not sell insurance
products.

Bob Grenfell
Attends ABA
Leadership Institute

Joining some 250 other emerging
leaders of lawyer organizations from
aceross the country al the American Bar
Association’s Leadership Institule,
March 11-13, was Robert C. Grenlell,
secretary-treasurer of the Hinds County
Bar Association. Also attending was
Patricia Evans, HCBA execulive
director.

The Leadership Institute is held
annuatly in Chicago for incoming offi-
cials of local and state bars and speciad
constituency lawyer organizations. The
seminar provides the opportumily (o
confer with ABA officials, bar leader
coileagues, executive staff and other
experts on the operation of such
orgamzations.

Various ABA entities briefed the
patticipants on resources available
from the ABA. Sessions were held on
bar organization and management, jus-
tice systens issues and communications
techniques.
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Spring always brings two happy
things around for me — the Braves are
back on TV and the Farmers’ Market
on North West Street has the year’s
first fresh produce for sale, Joris
Berry and Nell Cody have been at their
place on the end of the first market row
tor several weeks, bagging up those
wonderfully actdic Louisiana strawber-
ries, piles of greens, and shelled
English peas, as well as a lot of other
stuff that couldn’t be local but looks
betler than whal you sec at the grocery
store. And there are plenty of green
things and bedding plants for the yard
and patio. Wen’t be long before we
have ficld-grown tomalocs and Smith
County cantaloupes, not 1o mention a
fresh erop of peanuls to eat during the
Braves’ games.

| hope you’ve patronized the new
Broad Street Baking Company and
Café at Banner Hali on the West
Frontage Road just south from
Northside Drive. You may wonder
what this country boy is doing at a
place where you'd more likely expect
io see Captain Fquity and his sophisti-
cated friends, bul that bread is the real
thing. Big hearty crusty floury yeasty
loaves that make you want to buy a
loal, a hunk ol cheese, and a jug of
wine and head oul with a witsy girl for
a picnic under & Howering dogwood
tree somewhere. There’s never been a
real bread place in Jackson belore, and
1 hope youw’Hl give the Broad Street
some business. They sell very good
meals and desserts, too.

Had some good barbecue at the feg-
endary Abe’s in Clarksdale about a
month ago. [ love the cole slaw that
comes on the side of the pork plate -
if's unigue in being salty as well as
viregary - flonc of that sweet mayon-
naisey stuff,

Oge of the fawyers in my Clarksdale
group recommended the LEebancse food
at the Rest Haven Restawrant, which
advertises American and [talian spe-
cialties also. Abe’s Barbecue is just
east of the intersection of Highways 49
and 6F as you come in from the south
on Highway 49. Rest Haven js 1o the
wesl, on the north side of Highway 61
st en the wesl side of the Sunflower
River. FUs first on the list {or next
time, although il seems you shoukd
have that sancy barbecue when in Delta

Highway Eats

by The Road Lawyer

Blues country.

The ugly 19305 Coashoma Couuly
Courthouse is under renovation in
downtown Clarksdale. [ could hardly
recogiize the public structure under ali
the scaffolding, and my business there
was interrupted by the jarring sounds of
construction. 1 hope some ol the work is
o beawtify the exterior of the place.

Tunica has really changed. I you
haven't been up there since the casino
development, you're in for a real sur-
prise. The eenovation of the Tunica
County Courthouse is complete, and
the handsome 1922 Classical Revival
bulding has been tastefuily updated
with some of the newfound wealth of
the county.

One thing in Tunica really hasn’t
changed -~ the 1930s eatery with the
amusing name: Blue and White
Restaurant and Grease Rack Lounge.
ks still in the old Pare Ol Station on
Highway 61 (those signs are getting to
be rare) where you turn icft to go
downtown to do Courthouse business.

The Pelta tolk are in there ordering
slaw burgers and chifi and spaghetti,
usualiy while watching the weather
channet on the elevated TV set. The
blue plate lunch is quite good, and |
recently enjoyed the homemade chick-
en pot pie and turaip greens, pinto
beans, and cole slaw, topped off with a
melt-in-your-mouth yeast roll. And the
prices havenr't kept up with the modern
development up the highway in
Robinsonville.

The economic picture iy Tunic:

County is unbelievable. Did you know
the Grand Casino there is the largest
dockside casino in the world?

Attached Lo the Casino are three hotels
aud & $30 miltion polf course, and the
Graad employs 5,000 workers. And
that's just one of the casinos in the
arca. The casinos send their shuttle
buses out not only to pick up tourisis
and gaming enthusiasts but also io fake
employees from places like Drew and
Marks to work and back. 1t's & new world.

Anyone interested enough in this
columa to read this fac needs to know
about a book that you will find food for
the soul or spirif if you haven’t already:
Wyatt Waters® newest collection called
Painting Home. His luscious watercol-
ors are of the places yon and | like to
visit, like the old Vicksburg
Courthouse, Hlvis's birthplace in
Tupelo, Doe’s i Greenville, and ehe
Neshoba County Fair,

Wyatt Waters even did a portrait of
Buddy’s Antiques in Hernando, one of
my favorite road-trip haunts where you
can really make a find in the dusly
shelves within, Painting Home is 2
hook that makes you smile, maybe get
a little wistful for a less complicated
time, and definitely wonder at the skill
it takes to do such vibrant lown and
cowndry scapes in a medium not usually
so {uli ol color.

H you want to share a country culi-
pary experience, write me in care of the
HCBA at 151 E. Griffith Street,
Jackson, MS 39201, or e-mail at
hindsbar.com.
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. Membership and Recruiting.
There are more than 2200 lawyers in
our area, 1200 of whom belong to the
Hinds County Bar. That’s good, hut it
can be better,  We have hired a student
to assist us with promotions and mem-
bership recruiting.
1n addition, we have obtained some
very special benefits for our members,
If a person joins our organizalion in the
fwo months afler our next mail out of
member applications, the benelit will
be FREL MEMBERSHIP in:

THE COURTHOUSE

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB
THE CAPITAL CLUB

2. Parenting Classes,

We have done it With the help of
Madison County Chancetlor Bill Lutz
and his stafl, we have implemented a
program designed to teach parents how
to parent while in divorce.  The pro-
gram started Aprit 1. Adl parties request-
ing a temporacy hearing in divorce cases
will be ordered to attend classes designed
and taught by mental health professionals.
Thanks to Lisa Milner fer helping with this.

President’s Update

by Mark Chinn

3. Relationship Training.

Thanks to Melissa Gardner and 10 Jane
Sargent and the Tackson Public
Schools, we have successlully spon-
sored relationship training in four
Jackson public high schools. Melissa
reporis that the response from the
schools and stadents has been enthusi-
asiic!  With the addition of 2 success-
ful pilot program at Jackson Academy
fast fall, we met our goal of placing this
progran: in five high schools!

4. Professional Clothes Drive.

Our Black Lawyer Participation
Committee, chaired by Dorian Tuener
and Rhonda Cooper, las successfully
collected professional clothing and
turned it over to the Jackson Urban
league’s store at the Juckson Medical Mall.
5. Fucky Winner. Karen Spencer
was the lucky winner of funch at Nick’s
for correctly guessing that [ am the
white knight. Rob Wells has filed an
objection to the contest, stating that i
was not clear whether the conlest
sought which person | realty was, or
which person [ thought 1 was, or which

person others thought [ was. [ am over-

ruling Mr. Wells” objcetion.

1999 - 2000,you will be eniitied to
free membership in

THE CAPITAL CLUB
THE COURTHOUSIS
THE UNIVERSITY CL.UB

H you join the Hinds County Bar in
the two months alter membership
applications are mailed out this
Spring, you will receive a free mem-
bership in Fhe Capital Cleb and The
Courthouse and The University
ClubfH! Please pass this exciting
news to nomnembers and new faw
school grads.

(This inclndes the initiation fees for
ewch club and does not include
wonthly dues.  The Courthouse will
require af least a six-month member-
ship.  Details will be provided upon
request to each entity.}

President’s Column
{continued from page 1}

lawyer communicate neatrality to the
¢lient and that he shouold even “parry™
any request from the client for an opin-
ion. ¢

There may be considerable merit to
the client-centered approach. But ]
belicve it has gone oo far. Client-cen-
tered counseling has resulted in a mul-
titude of frivolous claims and fitigation
taclics by plaintiffs and defendants
atike. 1t has resulted in the glorifica-
tion of the “loop hole.” i has resulted
in & loss of joy and pride in our life’s
work.

In his hook, Law and The Heart,
pMerit Bennest wriles that “[i]f public
confidence in the legal system is to be
restored, lawyers must decline to repre-
sent people and causes that offend the
lawyer’s conscience™. 7 Bennett
emplores fawyers to “say no.” He
writes:

I have since learned that although
every person may be eatitled to legal
representation, the people who offend
my sease of right and wrong do not
have fo be represented by me. T do not

have to praciice Faw as a hired gun or
puppet. My licease to practice law
does not have to suspend my right to
follow my conscience. If enough
lawyers say “no,” maybe the current
level of client amerality will begin to
decline, and some of the lost faith in
lawyers can be restored.

In kis new book, Stephen Covey
writes:

So how can we learn to make betier
choices?

We can choose 1o value principles,
We cun choose to look beneath the thin
veneer of social condigioning and deep
into the trae nature of life and leader-
ship. We can look for principles, seck
to really understand and apply them,
and five in harmony with them.

Principles control consequences;
values control behavior.

The more our values are in harmony
with principles, the better decisions we
will make . .. and the more inner
peace we will have. ?

I call upen fawyers to look into their
hearts and choose 1o value principles. |
call upon them 1o “Just say no™ the next
time a ctient asks themn fo “be aggres-
sive” or to advasce a pusely technical

bul non-substantive argument, or
show a lack of common courtesy to
opposing counset or party. 1f we just
say no, and follow our principles, it is
likely that our choices and our resuits
will be better and that - as Merit
Bennett writes - the public faith in
lawyers and the system will be
restored.

{1} Model Rules of Professional
Conduct, Rule 1.2 *A lawyer shall
abide by a client’s decision concenvng
the objectives of representation. . . .”

(2) Backman, Walt, Law v. Lile,
Four Directions Press, 2d ed. 1996, p. 57

(3) Diverstein, Robert 12., “Client-
Centered Counseling: Reappraisal and
Refinement.™ 32 Ariz. L. Rev. 501,
502, 506 (1990).

() Id. at 518

{5) Id.at 506

{6) Id. at 509

(N Bennett, Merit Law and the
Heuart, {1994), p. 91

(8) Id. at 89

(9 Covey, Stephen R., and A,
Roger Moerritl and Dewitt Jones, The
Nature of Leadership, Franklin Covey
Co., 1998, p. 94

8:00 - 8:30 s.m,

§:30 - 330 a.m.

9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

1:30 - 10:45 am.

10:45 - 11:45 am.

F1:45 - 12:45 pm.

12:45 - 1:45 p.m.

1:45 - 2:45 p.m,

2:45 - 3:00 p.m.

3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Mait to; Pat Evans, Director, HCBA

The Hinds County Bar Association
Continuing Legal Education Committee

FRIDAY, MAY 7, 1999

LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

Ethnic Center - Mississippi Agriculture & Forestry Museum

Lakeland Drive
Jackson, Mississippi

(6 hours CLE credit - Does Not Include Ethics)

Registration and Opening Remarks

Cennmunication and Public Relations

Monitoring Monica {or Listening Lo Lewingki}

Legal and Ethical Issies in Swreptitious
Tape Recording

Morning Break

Legal Assistanis

Lunch

The Electronic Court

Technology and Internet [ssues

Aflternoon Break

Fite Management

(Clip and Mail)

Barry K. Jones
Mark Chinn

wark Chinn
(Introduction by Dean Mostey)

Armin E Moeller, Jr.
F.ouis H. Watson, Jr.
(Introduction by Tanmny Barham)

Tacqueling Watkins
(Introduction by Barry Jones)

{On Your Own)

Honorable James Graves
Hinds County Circuit Court fudge
(Entroduction by Ed Lawler)

William V. Westbrook 1H
" (Intreduction by Paul Batnes)

Shetla M. Bossier
(Introduction by Kenaeth Miller)

HCBA LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

May 7, 1999

Advance Registration Form

I5¢ E. Griffith Street

Jackson, MS 39201

Name:

HCBA Members: Free

Amowd Enclosed: _

Non-Meinbers: $60.00

Phone Number:
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Look Closely At What You Pick
Or You Could Easily Get Stuck.

Everybody knows you get what you pay for. So when
you're looking at malpractice insurance companies, measure
more than just the cost. Protect yourself now with American
National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocal. We're the company
that provides malpractice insurance coverage exclusively to
lawyers.

We insure more than 10,000 lawyers. Let us show you
the advantages that convinced them. Call our marketing
department at 888-262-2104 for more information.

Endorsed by the Hinds County Bar Association
and the University of Mississippi Law Alumni Chapter

— AMERICAN
= NATIONAL
LAWYERS

Y INSURANCE
RECIPROCAL

Risk Retention Group

it may, tinally, be time for voice
recaognition software. Much water las
gone under the bridge since we first
saw voice recognition in Star Trek and
200%: A Space Odyssey. As for (he
real workd it has been undergoing
development since the early 1980's, but
it is only just poking its head above (he
water of genuine utility,

While there are a number of prod-
ucts available, the top choices are
ViaVoice 1998 from IBM, which
allows creation, editing and formatling
of documents 1 Microsoll Word 1699,
or, perhaps even mare fempting,
WordPertect Suite 8 Legal, which
comes with Dragon NaturaliySpeaking.

Fhe suite itsell comes bundled with
HotDocs, a document assembly engine;
Amicus Attorney, a personal infornm-
tion and contact manager; NexLaw
which gives supplemental legal capable
tooibars o WordPerleol; Citellink, s
nifty table of authorities generator; and
Lexicon from Black™s Law Dictionary
that adds more thun foarleen thousand
legal terms, abbreviations, and com-
mon cases. Given WordPerfect's
upgrade pricing, and (he hapressive
bundied third-purty sollware, it may be
your best choice.

Be aware, however, that you must

On Computin

by Joel Howell

have sullicient hardware to gel opti-
mum use {rom it. ‘The supposed mini-
mums are a Pentiuny B 266 Processor,
sixty-four meg of ram, and a quality
sound card. ‘Fhe brand new Pentium 11
Processors are probably an even better
choice, and 128 meg of ram should be
your defacto standard now.  You will
also need a big hard drive, but that's
common pliace with today’s new systems.

Suite 8 Eegal requires 180 meg for
full installation, and you will draw
rapidiy ou hard drive space as you
train the compuier (0 your voice,
Incidentally, you can buy Dragon
NaturallySpeaking as a stard alone
product, but, curiousty, only the Suite 8
Legat edilion atlows more than one
user o train the soltware to his or her
Voite.

Training any of the speech recogai-
tion software wilt be your most impos-
Lant task, and it wiil not be a short one.
Whilc you can bring it o functionality
i perhaps 3 couple ol hours, an hour a
day [or a couple of weeks, angd refresh-
ers after that is more realistic.

Any speech recognition soltwace
imcludes program-specilic commands,
and you will need o take the time
cither 0 memorize those or 10 prepare
a detailed reference chart. Likewise,

voice commands allow you to navigate
the documesnt, bat this will take time to
which to adiust. Finally, you can cus-
tomize your program by establishing
scripts, just as you would create a
macte for a word processor ot spread-
sheet.

Dragon NaturallySpeaking incorpo-
rates several lengthy documents that
allow you to lrain the program o your
specific voice intonation. Note, how-
ever, this is a process thal will neces-
sarily need o be revisited as colds and
background noise can affect like words
at hfferent tmes.

Dragon comes with a quality micro-
phone, but you may need more thaan
one, parficaiarty il you are determined
to do dictation to a laptop and also to o
larger olfice machine. Another consid-
eralion, aithough a very pricy ong, is a
Dragon upgrade which allows you to
purchase (for approximately $600.0() a
handheld digitizer that you can use for
dictation, then upload (0 your comput-
er. Practically speaking, however,
given loday's laptop prices, it makes a
lot more sense to use one of those than
the expensive digitizer.

3 E =

Questions or commenis? Send email
t¢r webmaster@hindsbar.com

Justice Kay B. Cobb of Oxford
recently became only the secoad
woman ever o serve on the
Mississippi Supreme Court. Justice
Cobhb, who was swors in on April 1,
1999, was appointed by Governor
Kirk Fordice to fill the vacancy left
by Justice Fanes L. Roberts, It who
resigned earlier this year to enter
the Governor's race.

Justice Cobb, a native of
Clevetand, Mississippi, was born
February 28, 1942, and she has
been a resident of Oxford {or the
last 24 years. She attended
Mississippi University [or Women
and earned a B.5. degree in 1963,
She graduated from the Universily
of Mississippi School of Law with 4

Justice Kay Cobb Joins the Mississippi Supreme Court

by Michelle Partvidge

L. degree in 1977,

Upon geaduation from law
school, Justice Cobb engaged in a
general law practice in Oxford. In
1982, she became the Director and
Coordinator of Prosecutor Programs
for the Mississippi Prosecutors
College af the University of
Mississippi School of Law. While
holding this position, she directed
fraining and research for district
attorneys throughout the slate.
From 1984 to 1988, Justice Cobb
worked as a senior attorney for the
Mississippi Burcau of Narcotics.

In 1988, she served as a Special
Assistant Attorney General for
North Mississippi. Cobb estab-
lished, staffed, and managed the

Northern Regional Office of the
Attorney General in Oxford. She
remained in this position ungii she
became a State Senator in January
1992, representing Calhoun,
{.atayette and Yalobusha Counties.
After serving in the State Senate for
four years, fustice Cobb retorned 1o
the private practice of law in
Oxford until her appointment to the
Supreme Court.

Justice Cobb has been married
for 36 years fo Larry B. Cobb.
They have two daughters, Barbara
Murphy and Elizabeth DeBusk.
Sheis also the grandmaother of Tive
grandchildren: Megan, Brin,
Robert, Lavren, and Michael.




My HCBA
assignment this
month is to
write a profile
of Patricia W.
Bennell, our
president-elect-
elect. Actually,
she was elected
secrefary, but
that positions
her to be vice president in 2000-200
and HCBA President in 2001-2002.

My office is across the hall from
Pat’s and | think that | kanow her pretty
well. That escafates the difficully of
my assignment. It 1 el you all of the
good things that | kaow about her, lire editor
will not have space to print the articte.

I could remmind you that she will be
the third female president of HCBA
{Murtha Gerald and Judy Johnson were
the first two.y L eould point out that she
will be the first African-American pres-
ident, but that is not what really defines
hes, 1 think that what distinguishes Pat
Bennett as a future President of the
Hinds County Bar Association is that
she is a fawyer of greal versalility.

In the twenty years since she gradu-
ated from law schoal, she has been an
administrative lawyer, a prosceutor for
both state and federal courts, an eutstanding
professor, and a recognized scholas.

Half of her career has been spent
teaching law at her alma mater,
Mississippi College School of Law,
where she was naed Batler, Snow,
Stevens and Cannada Lectwrer i Law
for 1995-97. Fhat she is extraordinari-
Ty good at teaching is attested to by the
invitations she has received o teach
¢rial advocacy techniques at Harvard,
Bmory, the U. of Arkansas, and NITA.
At MCSOL, her teaching assignments
fall in the areas of: Federal Courts,
Fvidence, Criminal Procedure, Trial
Practice, and Pretrial Practice.

Immediately oul of Faw school, Pal
did 2 short stint at the Jackson office of
the Small Business Administration.
Her furst move from there took her to
criminal prosecution, an area of law
that serves as a signalure for her career.
As an Assistant Attomney General for
the Mississippi Justice Department, she
was in both state and federal courts.
From there, she became an Assistant
District Atiorney for Hinds and Yazoo

Patricia W. Bennett

by Carol West

Couniics, where her work centered on
violent crimes — capital nwurder, mur-
der, rabbery, rape, child abuse, kidnap-
ing, and aggravated assandi. Live years
later, she took an appoiniment as
Assistant TS, Atlomey for the
Southern District of Mississippi. She
did extensive work prosecuting crimi-
nai viplations of federal law, especiatly
[raud, firearms violations, official corrup-
tion, white collar crimes and violent crimes.

Hyen afler she began teaching at the
law school, she served as speciad prose-
cutor in U.S. v. Winn, the highty publi-
cized prosecufion for extortion und
conspiracy to kidnap. Some days, she
stitl can be found at the Hinds County
Citenis Courthouse when she accepts a
special appointment 1o try a noteworthy
felony case.

This would be enough to show you
what # busy and commitied lawyer Pat
Bennelt is, but she is not completely
described by her work resume. Clearly,
Pat helieves that service is a part of
good lawyering. A partial list ol her
service record inclodes:membership in
the Mississippi Bar Foundation, the
Governer's Commission on Criminal
Jusiice Reform (1997), the Mississippi
Supreme Courl Task Force on Gender
Fairpess, the Mississippt Board of Bar
Commissioners (£992-93), Board of
Dircetors of the Mississippi
Comriission on CLE (1991-94), the
Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Assoctation of Colleges and
Sehools Accredation Comntiee, the
1.S. Department of Transporiation’s

Prosecution and Adjudication
Implementation Group, the American
Tens of Court, the Board of Trustees of
Leadership Jackson (1995-98), the

- Mississippi Bar's Hthics Committee

(1996-98) and Prolessionalisi
Committee {1990-91) and Conference

“on the Profession Committee {(1993-

43), the Board of Directors of the
Central Mississippi Legal Services
Corporation {1989-93), the Advisory
Board of the Facish Street Heritage
Festival, the Board of Directoss of the
Association for the Preservation of
Sanith Robertson Schoot and Musewn
(1992-94), the Board of Directors of
the YMCA of Metro Jackson (1993-
98), the Board of Directors of the
Millsaps Aris and Lecture Series
(1990-9%), Advisory Board of
Children’s Trast Fund of Mississippt
(1995-98), Mississippi Children’s Trust
Fund Comamission, Leadership Fackson
Alummai, Board of Directors of HCBA
(1989-92), Board ol Directors of the
Mississippi Prosecutors Assotiation
(1986-893, Jackson Civil Service
Commission {1990}, Magnolia Bar
CLE Committee (1994), and reporter
for £1.8. District Court Advisory Group
(1991-97).

From 1984-92, she ways a Captain
and Trial Judge Advocate in the U.S.
Army Reserve JAG Corps. The Hinds
County Bar Association will reap many
benefits from the leadership of such an
energetic, vibrant young woman at the
peak of her career.

HCBA Election Results

Secretary-Treasurer
Patricia W. Bennett

Director-Post 1
Leyser Morris-Hayes

Director-Post 2
Stuart G. Kruger

Congratulations to our new officer and directors!

MC Law School Names Moller Permanent Dean

After an exten-
sive, natiopwide
dean scarch,
Mississippi College
President Howell
Todd has selected
Professor Sid
Molker as the faw
school s fifth dean.
Molter, whe has
served this past aca-

demie year as Interim Dean, received hig
1.1, with honors from the University of
Wyoming College of Law where he served
as Editor-In-Chiel of the school’s faw
review, Dean Moller also holds a B.A.
from Louisiana State University and a
Musters in Industeial and Labor Relations
from Comell Universily. Prior o joining
the MC Law faculty in 1989 he served as a
faculty member at the University of
Wyoming College ol Law alter having been
engaged in private Jaw practice in Denver,
Colorade, and Eavamie, Wyonming.

Before attending kaw school, Deun
Molicr was a Labor Relations Speciabist at
an Exxen minjng subsidiary in Gillette,
Wyaming. Dean Moller, who has writlen
arlicies that have appeared in a number of
law journals, most recently authored Birth
of Contract: Arbitration in the Non-Union
Warkplace which was published ia 1998 by
the South Carolina Law Review. His pri-
rrary teaching ingerests include
Ewiployment Law, Contzacls, Eaw and
Medicine, and Wills and Estates. He hay
been recognized {or exeellence in the class-
roosmt with four Quisianding Professor
awards at MC and Wyoming,

When asked for his vision for the law
school, the new Dean replied, “My hope is
that we witl continue (0 buitd on the
strenglhs (hat have established our reputa-
tion as a private, relatively smali, regional
law school that is dedicated (o providing
individual attention to students and opti-
mam aceess 10 a diverse and highly quati-
fied faculty.” Moller poisted out that the
law schwoi has always made it a priority Lo
provide students will: an a more “user
(ricndly” alternative © targer, often imper-
sonal institutions.

Pean Moller roted a receat Princelon
Review survey that placed MC Law School
in the top ten schools in the country out of
180 aceredited law schools in terms of qual-
ity of ltfe for law students. (The “quality-
of-life” index factored in student responses
Lo questions concerning three aspects of the
law school cxperience: the degree of com-

.id Mm"fm

petitiveness among students, the “sense of
community” among students, and the quali-
ty of relations between students and facul-
ty.} “Law school is a tough enough experi-
ence even when the environment is posi-
tive. We want our students 1o know thas the
facully and stalT are commiited 1o them and
their well heing. Tn short, we want our stu-
dents to feel valued at our school.”

Dean Moller also emphasized the practi-
cal aspects of a Mississippt College legal
cducation relative to bar passage and place-
ment. “MC students consistently score at
the very top of bar passage sates within the
Southeast region.” As to placement, Molter
refersed to a recent U8, News & World
Report survey which placed MC Law
School within the top lifteen law schools
nationally in placement statistics. “We
have been lortunate in placing our students
it highly destrable jobs in Mississippi and
the Southeast. Additionally, receat gradu-
ates have been hiced info good positions in
stch places as New York City, Washingtlon,
12.C., Dallas, San Francisco, and Scattle, o
mention a few.” Moller also poiated out
that in 1998, 18% or almost one i five MC
law graduates were selecied as judicial
clerks in state and federat courts throughoul
the United States. “This obviously speaks
well for the quality of ous students and our
placement office here at the law school.”

According to Moller, ancther primary
streagth of Mississippl Coliege Sehool of
Law has heen its downtown Capital City
tocation, which provides students with
apportunities fo interact with state and fed-
eraf courts, administrative agencies, and
many of the most prominent law firms
within the state and region. “We believe
that we do a good job at the faw school, but
10 be truthfiel, one of our greatest assets is
the quality of the lawyers and judges that
most of our students are exposed to in the
course of their law school careers. Right
here in the tei-county area, we have an
ahundance of exceptional legatl talent,
Lawyers and judges in the Jackson area
teuch as adjuncts, judge moot court exercis-
es, coach competition teams, supervise
externs, serve on our Board of Visitors, hire
our stuttents as ¢lerks, and meator our stu-

dents in one fashion or another. We could
acver have enjoyed the suceess we have
had without the invelvement of the local
bench and bar.”

When asked for any finat thoughts about
the futuze direction of the law school,
Moller seplied, “One of our goals is o fur-
ther enhance the school's quakty and repu-

sation while inteationally remaining as ene
of the nation's smaller schools f terms of
enrellment. We also wani to do 4 beiter job
of serving the legal community, not only
here in Jackson, but throughout the stale
and region as well. Our most fandamental
objective, though, will be the same cne we
have always had - to frain compelest,
highy ethical lawyers, who will bring
credit to their profession, theit cormmunitics
and themselves. [ am excited by (he oppor-
tunity that has been giveo to me to help lead
the law schoot iy meeting ali of (hese
chatlenges.”




1997: A superior service right
out of the gate

» Direct history within 2-4 hours ol case
receipt, averrulings within 24 hours

» KeyCite® covers alt federal and state
cages on Wesllaw?®, the largest electronic
case law collection anywhere

» Warning flags in cases on Westlaw

v Headnotes i fidl fext; ability to limil your
citations list o a Topic arkd Key Number

» Depth of treatment stars, quote marks,
easy filtering controls

» Covers more than one million wareported
cases, ALR® and 600 law reviews

v Table of Authorities service o spat
weaknesses in opponents’ arguments

For more information, call

-

ite. The revolution continues

1998; Expunded citing references
keep you covered

v KeyCite now covers all federal and
state cages froms the begiming of the
Nafional Reporier System”

> American Jurisprudence 2d

r Couch ont nsurance™

» Norton on Ba.r!kt‘lip&:y

» The Rutier Group™ California and Texas
Practice Guides

v Witkin® Calitfornia Treatises

» Mertens, The Federal Law of Taxalion

» Wright & Miller, Federal Practice
and Procedure?

» West, Gronp attarney-editors add
more than 300000 Distinguished
history postings

with nonstop improvements.

1999: Exciting enhancements
on the way

FIRST QUARTER

» Citing references Lo State Judsprixdlence
materials for NY, CA, TX, OH, FL and PA

SECOND QUARTER

» Statute coverage!
KeyCite a statute to see whether it is still
good Jaw and view ating references to
cases that interpret it and the Notes ol
Decisions prepared by West Group
attorney-editors. Coverage [or all 50
states, LSCA® and CER

» National Labor Relalions Board
(NLEB)—fult coverage from the official
NLRE

» Research [nstituge of America’s {RIAY),
prefuier tax citator on Westlaw

» New case-tracking service

THIRD GUARTER

1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889)

srepis shown wibin e vied voder boess

9 Wasl Greap DFPEA44/052 {97 2138

Tha b
|
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ite.

The Key io Good Law

Ke

BoncroftWhitney » Clark Beardmon Calloghan
Lawyars Conparative Publiching « Wastow” - Wt Publishing

» Mone federal administralive malerisls

+ Enhanced lirmits features offer you even
greater control to focus inon what you
wani [0 see—ne more, 110 less

FOURTH QUARTER

» Increased case law coverage
» Interface enhancements

oA

WEST
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Session One/April 20

Introduction to Mississippi’s
Judicial System

(30 Minutes)

*Biscussion of the criminaf justice sys-
temn from the booking to the trial
Former Judge Robert L. Gibbs,
Brunini, Grantham, Grower &
Hewes

Small Claims Court & The
Municipal Court System

(30 Minutes Bach\l Hour)

*What claims can be brought in small
claims court

+Can § [ile a complaint in smalf claims
court myscll

*How do | collect i [ win in small
clatms court

*What cases are handled by the
Municipal Court

Clyde Chapman,

Justice Court Judge

Carmen Castilla,

Municipal Conrt Judge

How to Find a Lawyer

{30 Minutes)

*What to look for when searching for a
good tawyer

+Where 1o look For a lawyer

Michael Martz,

Mississippi Bar

Session Two/April 27

Landlord/Tenant aw

(30 Minutes)

«The daties and respoasibilities of a
landlordftenant

Hillman Frazier,

State Senator

Fair Housing Initiative

(30 Minutes)

*What do [ do when | think "1 being
discriminated against in getting housing
Mitzi Dease Paige,

Assistant U.S. Attorney

Consumer Protection
{30 Minutes)
= Laws that protect consumers ie the

marketplace
*What to do with a consumer complaing
*Who can help you with a complainl

Mike Rhodes,
Attorney General’s Office

Session Three/May 4

Family Law/Domestic Relationg
{30 Miputes)

*What factors are considered in deter-
mining child custody

sDivorce laws and how they affect the
parfies involved

Michael Malouf, Sr.

Malonf & Malouf Law Firm

Employment Law

(1 hour}

sEmployers/Employees’ rights and
duties in the workplace

Marcie Fyke,

Meaxey, Pigott, Wann & Begley
Anne Sanders,
Brunini, Grantham, Grower &
Hewes '

Session Four/Mayv 11

Bankruptey & The Fair

Bebt Collection Act

{45 Minuies)

*The collection process and overview
of bankruptey

*What are my rights/duties under the
Fair Cred Cotlection Act

Ed Lawler;

Bennett, Lotterhos, Sulser &
Wilson

James McCollough,

Brunini, Grantham, Grower &
Hewes

Wills & Estates

(43 Minutes)

*Why you should have a witl
*Estate taxes

*Use of trosts

*Dhurable power of attorney
sLiving wiils

Leonard Van Slyke,
Heidelberg &Woodliff

Golf Outing to
Dancing Rabbit

by Stuari G. Kruger

The HCBA Goif Commitiee has
organized a golf onting to Dancing
Rabbit on Thursday, April 29, 1999, As
you may recall, we seheduled
this teip for last November
but had to postpone it due
to the condition of the
greens. Fhis time we will
be playing the new
cowrse, which I understand is
fantastic. The total cost —
including green fees, cart, lunch, and
transportation — is $97.50.
Unfortunately, the cost has increased
since the fatl, bat I beligve that it will be
worth the exiri expense.

Participation is limited to 24 people,
which reguires that [ reserve spots on e
first-come, first-served basis. To reserve
your place, please contact me at 949-
4869 (voice), 949-4804 (lax), P. (. Box
427 (39205-04273, or skruger@wlshaw.
com. Your reservation will not be com-
plete untif T have received a check in the
amount of $97.50 made payable to the
Hinds County Bar Association.

This pronsses fo be another fun out-
g, 50 sign up now while the spots are
available. We wilt leave at 8:30 sharp
from Smith-Witls Stadivm parking ot on
the Silver Star bus. Tee times begin at
10:30. Box lunches will be provided
courtesy of LEXIS/NEXIS, and we will
deparl for home at 5:40. See you on
April 29,

HCBA Golf Outing to
Dancing Rabbit
Thursday, April 29, 1999

= Silver Star bus departs Smith-Witkls
Stadium parking ot at 8:30 a.m.

= Return treip leaving Phitadelphia at
5:00 p.m.

* Box lunch coutlesy of
LEXIS/NEXIS.

« Conlact Stearl Kruger at 949-486Y to
make a reservalion.

« Clost: $97.50 ITnciudes green (ees,
cart, lunch, and transportation.
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Hinds County Bar Association
Jackson Young Lawyers Association, Inc.

Invite you fo join us during Law Week for an

Evening Honoring the Judiciary

May 6, 1999
Primos Northgate
6:30 Reception 7:30 Dinner

Special Guests:
Hinds, Madison & Rankin County
State & Federal Judges

Guest Speaker:
The Honorable A. Michael Espy

Hinds County Bar Asseciation, Inc. [ iret Cless Mal

151 ¥, Griffith Strect LS. Postage

Tackson, MS 39201 PAID
Jackson, M8
Trermil #4670

FIRST CLASS




Titiil HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

AUGUST 1999

President’s
Column

by Harris H.
Barnes, IH (Trip)

Tt is hard to believe that this is the
second President’s Colums. Much has
happened in the last fwo months, and much
mere i going to happen in the next ten,

As some of you may have seen, T was
inlerviewed by a young reporter for the
Northside Sun. If you read the colomn, it
appeared that we just sambled, talking
about everything in general and possibly
nothing in parcular. He asked about the
nsual things, such as what the Bar
Association did, tort reform, and the
image of lawyers.

Quite frankly, I didn’t do as good a job
as I had hoped in expressing to him the
good feeling [ have about lawyers. 1 got
to thinking: if I have such trouble
verbalizing the good that fawyers do,
possibly there is a simitar problem within
the community of kawyers,

Why are lawyers held in such low
esleem? Why are there so many lawyer
jokes? Why do people often give you
smarl answers when you fell them that
you are a lawyer? Quite candidiy, # didn’t
use 0 be that way.

I can remember growing up in
Clarksdale, Mississippi. T wanted (o be
cither & doctor or a lawyer, Why?
Because I thought both of them rendered
a valuable service to the community.
Plus, the people who practiced those
prolessions were exemplary citizens and
teaders in the community. People tike
Chester Curlis, Pat Holcomb, Elzy Smith,
Charlie Sullivan, Bill Bradley, Harvey
Ross and Bd Conneli bad a very direct
influence on my lite, These were the
Sunday School teachers, the Boy Scout
leaders, the members of the Board of
Education, the high school supporters, the
presidents of the Booster Clubs, and all
were very loyal and aclive in ke
Clarksdate and Coahoma County
comrnifies.

So, what has changed? In a very broad
sense, nothing. As 1 said in the interview,

some of the most wonderfud, honest,
trustworthy and forthright people that §
know arc lawyers. Otherwise, why do
they keep asking us to serve as Sunday
School teachers, Boy Scout leaders,
Board of Education members, Booster
Club presidents, chairmen of the
Sadvation Army Advisory Boards,
presidents of the Board of Deacons, ete.?

The problem is not only with the
public but also within ourselves. We have
allowed ourseives to be cowered by the
perception. I have often heard that, for
many, perception is reality. Reality is that
stitl some of the lnest people serving i
Tackson, and in Hinds, Madison and
Rankin Counties are fawyers. Quile
candidly, we need 10 do a better job of
promoting our ows image and defending
it against those who would demean it.

Where would the United States be
today without lawyers? Who invented
corporations, parinerships, the Unitorm
Commercial Code, civil and criminal
justice, ale.? Wilthout lavieyers, bere
woulkd be snarchy.

Much has been said about the gquote

from Shakespeare that the first thing we
must do s kil alt the lawyers. As with
many guoles, this was tuken out of
context, For it was actually prefaced by a
statement in general terms saying that to
take over the conntry and to create
anarchy, the first thing we must de is to
kill alf the lawyers. When the Soviet
Union collapsed, one of the first group of
professionals that the new Russian
gavernment requested wus lawyers, Why,
the Russians had no sense of justice, as
we know it, and they nceded our experlise
in setiing up a {ree enferprise, capilabistic,
legal system.

Lawyers are necessary for an orderly
society and are some of the most
wondertul people 1 know. We must do #
better job of communicating (hat and
defending ourselves from those within
and withont who would 1arnish our
reputations,

Get to kaow your fellow altorneys,
Come to the meetings. Come to the
socials. Serve on the commitices. We
need your input aad your interaction. In
this way we can all become belter for it.

Serving as Hindy County Bar Association Officers and Directors for | 9992000 are:

{seated} Mark A. Chinn, Past President; Harris H. Barnes, [, President; Robert C.
Grenfell, Vice President and President-Elect; {(standing) John E, Wade, Director; O.
Stephen Montagnet, I, Director; Patricia W Bennett, Secrefary-Tresurer; Meade W,
Mirchell, Director; and John Land McDavid, Direcior. Not pictured are Directors Leyser

Morris-Hayes and Stuart (i. Kruger.

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON MEETING

August 17, 1999

12:00 Noon

Capital Club

Lunch $10.80

Speaker: The Honorable Harvey Johnson, Jr., Mayor of the City of Jackson



EDP and Communication Equipment Coverage

Insuring computers and techmology
equipment ia the legal office can be
accomplished in different ways, and there
ate significant diflerences with cach
nethod in most cases.

An issured may insure compuiers and
relaled equipment under the fire contents
poticy for the same identicat coverage as
provided lor their contents, basic or
special perils. Note carelully that
artificially generated efectrcity and surge
are notl covered by this policy as a rule.
Software and media are usually nog
covered either,

How valuable are your computers,
software, rescarch and client files shouid
your system melt down during a surpe?
You should beware that even the best
surge protectors cannet handle a major
surge.

The second imethod is (o add an
Electronic Data Processing (EDPY

by Eric Elam

coverage endorsement to the fire or
package policy (0 pick up many of the
exlra coverages provided typically vader
a separate BDP policy discussed below.
Coverage forms do vary, however.

The third method is to obtain coverage
under a separate EDP policy. En contrast
to the fire policy some additionat
coverages are surge protection,
mechanical breakdown, software and
media coverage, equipment in {ransit or
olf premises, lunctional replacement,
restoration of records and disks, business
interreption, exira expense, and so lorth,
Coverage Torms may vary with cach
carricr. Some policics require surge
protection on all covered egquipment.

Finally, communications cquipment
such as telephones, switchboards, sud fax
machines is gencrally not covered as
Electronic Baia Processing equipment
leaving a sizeable coverage void

regarding Lhe surge peril. As stated
above, communications equipment
covered unider a regular tire policy has no
surge coverape. Under most EDP
policies, communicalions equipment is
generally not considered computer-
related equipment uniess specificatly
designraled covered as such. Fhus, a big
polential coverage gap exists. Confirm
wilh your agent in writing under which
policy communications gquipment is
covered partieularly for the surge peril.

Fric Elant Iy the ovvner of Elam
Consulting, Inc., an independent
insurance consulting fivm in Jackson,
Mississippi, specializing in risk analysis,
bid specifications and analysis, claim
assistance, and expert wittiess services.
Elenn Copsulting daes nof sell insurance
products.

HCBA Calendar

of Events

Angust 17
HCDBA Membership Meeting,
Noon, Capital Club,

Auegrest 26
HCBA/IYL Golf Tournament,
Moon, Patrick Farms Goil Club.

October 19
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club.

December 2
Christmas Sociak,
5:30-7:00. MS Bar Center.

February 15
HCIBA Membership Meeting.
Noon, Capital Chub.

Aprit 18
HOCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club.

Newsletter

Invites
Helpful Hints

The Newslelter invites articles or
article ideas containing helpfut practice
hints which might prevent professional
cimbarrassment or save time., If yor know
of a statute, decision, regukation or
procedure which is obscure or a trap or of
a source for dala, goods or services which
is difficult fo focate, write it up in any
format (narrative, outling, checktist) and
send it to the Newsletter.

E you have an wdea but cannol write an
arlicle, then send in the wdea and the
Nesysletter stafl” will write it up. Your
article or idea will be published under
your name or without attribation, at your
request.

Send your articles or idc;as o HCBA
Newsletter: mail to 151 B, Geiffith Street,
Jackson, M8 39201 fax to 601-925-7415;
or e-muail t0 webmaster @hindshar.conm.

A large crowd enjoyed the Summer Social that was joinily hosted by the Hinds County Bar Association and the Jacksen Young
Lawyers at Hal & Mal's on June 10th. The event was spensored in part by the American National Eawyers Insurance Reciprocal and
IPox-Everett,

Hearris H. Barnes, TH, HCBA President; Ann Corsg, HCBA Social
Chairman: and Richard C. Roberts, I, 190495 HCBA President

John B, Wade, HCBA Divector, Meade W. Mitchell, IYI, Presideni;
and Daniel P Jordan, HE Past YL President.

Rewnie MoMillan, Trey Jones, Mark Fijman, and Shelly Gunn
Burns.

Larry Bourne with ANLIR; Martha Axhiey with Fox-Everell; and
Alahina Toigo with ANLIR.

June Membership Meeting

James O, Dukes {right), 1999-2000 President of The Mississippi
Bay, way the speaker af the June Hinds Cowunty Bar Association

Membership Meeting, His topic ways Professionalism which wilf be
the forus of the HUBA and The Mississippi Bar this year. Pictured
with Dakes is Haviis H. “Trip” Barnes, HI, HCBA President.

June Door Prize Winner

Neville Boschert (left] won the door prize, dinner for iwo af
the Capital Club, af the Jue Membership Meeting. He is
being presented the gift certificate by HCBA President Harris
H. “Trip” Barnes, T




HCBA Members Enjoy Annual Mississippi Bar Meeting

Many HOBA members enjoyed the annual meeting of ‘The Mississippi Bar at Sandestin, Florida, in mid fuly. Shown below are
some scenes from the Sandestin Hilton:

Mike Maloney (left) and Marcus Wilson, HCBA past

president.

Patd Gune (left), Bill Spiith, and refived Misxissippi Supreme

Court Justice Dan Lee (right).

FE - E!i : [

Sid Maoller, Deun of MC School of Law (left), and Todd Coker.

o, e

Johnuie Ruth Hudson {left}, Mike Maloney, Shirley Jones, and
Bill Tevnsend,

State Senator Charlie Ross, Wavne Drinkwatey; Jinny
Robertson, and Dick Bennett, past HCBA President and

Featured speaker, Ken Starr of Washingion, .C., end Wayne
Brinkwaicr.

Boubtiess you”ve heard sboul year
2000 probtems. How does this concern
you and your PC? Here are a few
thoughts Tor gudance,

Years ago whes RAM was expensive,
CPUs stow, and hard drives small,
program coding had far morc limilations
than today. A simple bul effective
programming trick was (o delete the first
two digils from date items, thus miaking
“1981," “§1.” That Toundation led to
what we call today Year 2000 (Y2K)
problems. Computers that are not Y2K-
compliam, at 12:00 a.m. on January 1,
2000, therefore wilt believe it’s 12:00
am 1900, The most probable result is a
system crash.

A popualar myth is that only maiaframe
computers may have Y2K problems.
Actualty, Intel-based PC's ure al sisk if
they have older BIOS (basic juput-outpat
systems). On boot, the BIOS initializes
the PC and gets the system date and time
from: the reat sine clock, which, in older
systems, contained a two-digit year
While this will not likely be a problem in
Pentinm-based computers, it may well
exist in older equipment.

Your first step is 1o detenmine i your
PC s Y2K-compliznt, [f you have
Intersniel capability (and you atl really
should by now), check the
manufacturer's web sight for information.
[F thae’s not available for whatever
reason, see if you can determing the
mansfacturer of your motherboard and
contact the manulacturer to see if & BIOS
upgrade is available.

There are a nunther of ways to
determine if your computer is Y2K-
compliant. A simple way to do this is (0
see i the system: will suevive a B1OS
rollover from 1999 to 2000, Get 20 a
DOS prompt, set the date and Lime to
December 31, 199% at {1:59, then tum
the PC off. Wait a few minutes, then furn
it back on. If i reports (hal the date is
Fanuary {, 2000, you're home fiee;
otherwise, best read further.

Another way ol testing is to sct your
computer’s date after fanuary 1, 2000,
Turn the computer off, then turn it back
on, and see if # maintains the daie inpul.
i'not, there’s likely a problem wilh your
system clock.

There arc alse automated programs to
check Y2K comglisnce. Visil
www. RighTime.com and download
Test2000.Zip. Unzip ke fite and read
Test2000.txe, which wiil give you the
protocel. 1M you are using Windows (who
isn’t by now?), go to a MSDOS prompt,
then run tese2000.exe. 16 will conduct a
series of comprehensive tests and give
vou the verdict in short order.

by Joel Howell

Microgoft has a year 2000 resource
page at www.microsofl.corn/year20007,
WordPerfecl has a like page at
www.corel.com/2000.htm. These wilt
help you identify any problems wilh
older versions of software and most
likely provide access Lo a patch.

The Taternet is a boranza for Y2K
compliagce information. There are
numerous resources available, These
include: Small Business Help for the Year
2000— ep:Hwww sha.govl/y2k, Federal
Yeur 2000 Connnercial Off-the-Sheif
Product Dalabase---
hp:ffy 2k policyworks.gov, Score Y2K &
Small Business—
htip:ffwww scoreorglfy2k

What does it take (o undo a petential
Y2K problem? Warren Reid, a computer
consilltant noles, “Te has heea a
longstanding rule of thumb that if a
programmer makes one tix 10 a program
that is 100 lines of code long, there is a
one in six chance thal a new error will be
introduced. This is like Russian
Rouletie!”

A turther complication of the
mitlennium bug is its prevalence.
Computerization has invaded aimost
every aspect of our lite inctuding not
only computers (sach as personal
compulers, networks, and automatic teller
machines), to such things many people
would not even realize sre computerized,
including cash registers, taxis,
tctephones, appliances, and medical
equipment.

On Fuly 1, 1999, a bill was passed in
both the House and Senate which could
miligate potential Y2K damages for
companies. The legistation calls for up to
a 90-day cooling ofl period belore suity
can be filed, a 310 mitlion doilar or $00-
praingt minimun for class action law
suits in Federat court, and a $250,000
punitive damages cap for smadl
businesses (fewer (han 50 employecs
full-time). As of this writing (huly 8), HR
775 was on the Presideat’s desk awaiting
action,

Modifications were made to the bilt
from: eartier dralls due to White House
veto threals. The Bill alse responds o
proportionate Hability, determining

econmmic losses, and enforcing existing
contracts. The new law, which is
expected to be sigacd by President
Clinton, will not apply (o personal injury
or wrongful death claims.

For more isformation on pending, as
well as recently passed, state and federal
fegislation on this lopic, ane can visil the
Information Technology Associdtion of
America Internet website at
http:/Awwwoitaa.orgfyear2000/legis . him,

Potentiat ethical pitfalls for a
practitioner include not onty calendaring
and aceounting plitches, bt Mathise o
advise clients of polentin ramitications.
A look at poltential areas of litigation
shows anty the tip of this iceberg.

Possibic litigation may include:

1. Vendor Liability for defeclive
computer systems {equipmenl @nd
soltware). Theortes may include breach
of express or implicd contraclual
warranties, copyright infringement,
simple negligence, producis Liability, and
deceptive trade practices.

2. Vendor Liability for failed Year
2000 upgrade strategies.

3. Vendor and User Liabilidy tor
negligently followed Year 2000 plans,

4, Vendor and User Liability lor
disruptions in critical supply,
manufacturing, and distabition
relationships.

5. Vendor and User Liability for
taiting 10 negotiate a Y2K clause in a
merger andfor acquisiion.

6. User Liability of business and
government beaders for non-compliance,

7. User Liability for financial
ingtitutions that do not comply with
regulatory guidetines.

8. Insurance Liability for vendors and
USErs.

The most readity discernible arca
would be suils by software purchasers
against vendors for hreach of contract or
product liability. The clear consideration
would be claims by systems purchasers
against professional consultants and
service providers for breach of contract
and fraudolent inducement, This would
also lead to sharehoider suits against law
oflices and direcloss naming breach of
[iduciary duty, material misstatement;
this could even go beyond that to
accounding firms and law finms given on
breach of duty and provision of
professional advice.

Y 2K coyld alse lead to personal injury
claims, Ff medical device manulaciurers
have products containing non-compliant
embedded chips which cause injury or
death, litigation could ensue, One
potential example would be a
manufactorer of 1 heart implast device

{cenitinieed o page 6 J
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Oll COﬂlputiﬂg {comtinued from page 5}

that matunctions because ol a non-
compliant ermbedded chip.

Y 2K Resources
Internei Websites:

Gieneral Information

httpfhww w lyeos.comfcomputers/y2k/

hitp:Hyear2000.com/
#Year2000 Information Center;
resources and information
htip:ifycar20i.com/y2kbughytes.himl
Fnews clippings

hilp:/fheadlines.yahoo.com/Full _

Coverage/lTech/Year_2000_Problem/
*Yahoo Year 2000 Headlines; news
clippings

http:/fwww.countdown2000.com/
*eeneral news

http:/Avww.everyhing200{0.com/
Farlicles and links

Law-Refated Informistion

hitp:/Avww mgrossmaniaw.comfclt.htm
*Computer Law Tips and resources

#5/31/99 Compuler Law Tip of the
Week— useful aticle

hitp:/fwww.Shellercom/ftinks.htm
law and general YZK resource links

hitp:fwww.yZkiawcenter.com/
*Y 2K Law Center; resources and
information

hilgn/fwww.liextra.com/practice/
computer/ct_y2k.html
*Law Journal FExtra;, Year 2004}
Dilenma
*#*¥2K cases, resovrces, links

http:/Avww kicom/Praclice Areas/y2k/
paged.stin
*Legal articles and publications op Y2K

hitp:/fwww.comiinks.com/y2Zkmena.htm
Fvarious ks

hitp:/Avww.comlinks.com/legal/menu. him
Flegal information

higp: v ww.comlbinks.comy/mag/Fag.htm
*[requently asked guestions
(about Y2K bug)

hitp:ffwww.gahtan.comfeyberlaw/Year
2000
*Cyberlaw Encyclopedia: Year 2000

*inks to law related Y2K ardicles, ele,

htip:ffwww. gahian.com/fyear2000/
*The Year 2000 Legal Site

http:ffgahtan.comfalanfarticles/Ipic.htm
*Lawyers and the Year 2000 Issue

hetp:Hgahian.comfalanfuticles/2000buy.
him
*The Year 2000 Bug: Legal [ssues

Books and Ariicles:

The Year 2000 Problem Legal
Hundbook by Howard A. Gutman

Year 2000 Computer Crisis: Law,
Business, Technefogy by Warren 3. Reid
and Michael D, Scott

Year 2000: Best Practices for Y2K
Millenium Conputing by Dick Lefkon

Beckman, David, and David Hirsch, “A
Little Y2K Wisdom Goes A Long Way.”
ABA Journal Jan, 1999, 76,

Cuestions or comments? Send emait
10 webmaster@hindshar.com,

LEFOLDT KSR &'

CERTIFIED PURLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our cxperience is directly relevant to your need for professional
excellence from your accounting experts. Our services include expert witness
testimony at deposttions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts,
consultation on fitigation options and approaches, support during the dis-
covery process, damage analysis and review, investigative auditing, forecasting
of economic losses, fraud audits, asset searches and tracing of funds.

5280 Galaxic Dirive M Post Ofhice Box 13409 M Jackson, MS 39236-3409 B {601) 982-1591
145-B Main Strect M Post Office Box 263 M Biloxi, MS 39533 B (228) 435-7903
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Mau, alive, have you been to the
Mississippi Gulf Coast lalely? Some ol
my [riends are aclually going down there
for vacations! How long since you've
had thal notion? No, i's nol the
Broadwaler or the Buaena Vista, the old
haunts of the Mississippi State Bar, as 11
was catled then.

The Buena Vista is no more, of course,
long since tora down as a used up old
redic of the past. But the Mirage casing
group has made like a phoenix on its
tormer premises, for out of the rabble hay
risen the beauiiful new Beau Rivage
Hotel and Casizo, And this one iy
differenl from the garish neon and theme
park fook of all the other casino and hotel
complexes on the Coast. The high,
imposing hotel building which is built
right on the beach side of Highway 90 in
Riloxi (unlike the old Buena Vista which
was on Lhe north side of the road}
actuatly has a refinement and
sophistication that is refreshing — and
surprising - obviousty an intentiona}
attempt to impart an appeasance worlhy
of Monace or otber European location.

Onee inside the Bean Rivage you see
vast {lower gardens laid out under huge,
fully grown magnoiia trees. Everything 1s
beautifully manicured and fragrant. I'm
told they had 90,0030 tlip plants under
the 45-foot tall, arching magnolias for the
grand opening, and both fadies and
genllemen were swooning over the
opilence of it all,

Watk past the multi-ticred Fountain,
and you know you are aot at any run-of-
the-mill casino hotel. No glaring ncon or
bright fighis here, jusi elegance
everywhere you look from the mosate
floors that glitter like dismonds, custom-
made carpeting, miles of marble,
expensive decorator fabrics, original Gail
Pittman potiery, fine Villeroy & Bach
china, paintings, and abusdance ol fresh
flowers everywhere. I'm told even the
tadics’ room in the baliroom/convention
area s decorated with hand-painted
favatories and artisan-made vanity siools.

The odd thing aboul the lobby is (hat it
is not a “see and he seen™ kind of place.
There s nowhere to sit down!
Apparently, the notion is 10 keep
everyone moving - most assuredly into
the garbling roems that are adjacent 1o
and behind the hotel or 1o the shopping

Highway Eats

by The Road Lawyer

promesade to the side that beckon with
poal altire, men and women’s designer
ctothing, lingerie, pottery, and golf
accessories, as well as the cuslomary
gifts and souvenirs. The in-hotel
jeweler’s wis a magnet for my wile who
suid the only place she had seen jewelry
like that before was at Neimun Marcus,

You (hink the enormous pool area with
its cabanas is more Hke something tound
on the Mediterrancan lhan the
Mississippi Coast. One of the six
lounges, the Pelican Perch, is located
there as well as & complele st:1 and
CACECISE rOonL. '

A dozen places to cat provide a
definite variety. [n good casing form, you
nutst walk through either the gaming
room ar the shopping mall 1o get (o most
of the cateries, hopefully spending some
money on the way. They include the Take
Maki, serving traditional Japanese (e
and sushi; @ Chinese café called (and
serving) Noodles; the Buffet, with pasta
station, oriental woks, and rolisserie;
Memphis Q steakhouse and barbegue;
the Roasted Bean with all the popular
coffee choices; an iee eream parlor; and
Mississippi’s first brew pub.

The two reslaurants most highly
cecommended, Coral (specializing in
steaks and seafood) and La Cucins
(Northern Italian cuisine), are havd 1o get
o, Reservations in advance of your
stay are a must. Both places were booked
when we got there. Friends who had
thought 1o cali ahead bragged abont the
ttalian fare, and Folks who live on the
Coast say Coral is a five-star teslaurant
serving the best food anywhere around.
The interior of Coral is dominated by &

1 20-foot long aquarium with thousands
of fish gliding though coral reefs and
tropical plants,

We had supper at the Café Jardin, the
24-hour-a-day spot for casnal dining,

which is adjacent to the lobby in the
shade of the magnificent magnolias. We
had a fine meat (and not particularly
expensive) of prime rib, roasied new
potatoess, and [resh asparagus - all of
which were cooked to perfection. The
service at night was excellent, although
at breuklast the next morming it was a bit
sketchy.

The show, Alegria Cirque du Soleil,
which witl rom For two years, is
outstanding. It is a rarc combination of a
very sophisticated circus and musical
theatre, As with everything at the hotel,
there was so expense spured in this
production with its imaginative staging
and fanciful costumes. You marvel at the
incredible apility of the pecformers
cwring the ninety minutes of sheey
entertainment. Because of the populasity
ol the Cirque, as with the Nine dining
spols, Teservations are needed in
advance. Everyone wiil tell you it's well
worth the $45 per ticket tab,

With ali there is to do at the hotel and
elsewhere on the Coast you may nol be
too inclingd fo spend 1 lat ol tisme in the
guest rooms, but they arce well appointed
with attractive and cheerful French-
inspired [urnishings, The magnolia motif
is repeated in the [abrics used for the bed
and drapery treatments. The bathrooms
are quite large with marble vanities,
souking tub, phone, and separale glassed-
in shower.

it was not a perfect experience, and
the hotel st} has some glitches o work
out. Check-in and checkout were a
nightmare. [ ook over an hour-and-a-
hatl 1o valet park, check in and gel the
tugpape delivered to the room, and
fcaving took almost as loag. Others
voiced the same compiaint. But # is
abvious that the staff had been wetl
schocled in courtesy and hospitality.

On the whole, the Beau Rivage was a
real pleasure to visit — & day or two's
escape from the mundane, everyday
world - and isn’t hat the delinition of a
vacation? |t is without a doubt
Mississippt’s premier hotel — | haven't
seen the likes of itin these patls ever.

The Bear Rivage phone number is
S88-567-6067 and the website is

wivi beaurivageresori.omm.




On Friday, January 22, 1999, a rornado struck Clarksville, Tennessee, causing substantial damuage to the courthouse and
damaging in varying degrees seventy-five percent of the city’s law offices. This event resulted in the accompanying article, “If
Disaster Strikes, Will Your Firm Be Ready?” by Sucanne Rose, which is reprinted with permission from the March 1999 issue of
the Tennessee Bar Journal. The HCBA Newsletter thanks Suzanne Robertson, TRJ Editor, for granting permivsion and
Jorwarding an electronic capy of the article, Suzanne Rose is the management consultant for the Tennessee Bar Association
TNBAR Managenient Services Program and provides consulting and management services to law fivins.

If Disaster Strikes, Will Your Firm Be Ready?

by Suzuanne Rose

Take this disaster plan seif-audit to Business Continuity: If disaster = Current client list, including contact
determine your state of readiness struck and you could not access your names, addresses and phone

shouid disaster strike. office, could you continue business? numbers

Look Closely At What You Pick
Or You Could Easily Get Stuck.

Everybody knows you get what you pay for. So when
you're looking at malpractice insurance companies, measure
more than just the cost. Protect yourself now with American
National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocal. We're the company
that provides malpractice insurance coverage exclusively to
lawyers.

We insure more than 10,000 lawyers. Let us show you
the advantages that convinced them. Call our marketing
department at 888-262-2104 for more information.

Endorsed by the Hinds County Bar Association
and the University of Mississippi Law Alumni Chapier

—,  AMFRICAN
Z2) NATIONAL
LAWYERS

A INSURANCE
RECIPROCAL

Risk Retention Group

Safety: Do you have a written
disaster response plan?

L]

I3 you have a written evacuation
plan for your office personnel in the
event of five, tornado or flood?

Has the evacuation plan been
distributed to everyone in your
office?

Is & persen or group of persons o
your firm assigned the responsibility
for evacoating everyone from the
office or building in the cvent of 4
disaster?

Do your eniployees kaow where the
emergency exits are in your office
and building?

Have you selected a location cutside
your building for your employees to
regroup in the event your office or
building has to he evacuated?

Do you perform emergency
evacoation drills on some periodic
basis?

I your office is in a multi-story
building, have you coordinated your
office evacuation plan and training
with that of building management?
1o you keep emergency cxits clear?
Have you requested the fire marshal
10 inspect your office for possible
fire hazards?

Is emergency equipment on site and
located throughout the office (i.c.,
fire extinguishers, walkie-tatkies),
and do your employees know how (o
use them?

fn the event personnel cannot be
evacuated, do you maintain
emergency supplies on site (i.e.,
lashlights, radios, batteries,
bandages and other first aid material,
blankets, food and drinking water)?
Have you provided your employees
with training in emergency first aid
procedures and CPR?

130 all personnct have a list of
emergency numbers?

Communication: 10 you have a writien
procedure for communicating with
employees dand chients in the event of a
disaster?

D2 all of your employees have a
cuerent roster of firn empleyees,
addresses and phone numbers ehat is
kept at their home?

Do you bave a current fist of chients,
inctuding contact names, addresses
and phone numbers that is
maintained olf sie?

Do you have an “alert nofification”
telephone tree tfor alt employees Lo
assist with the dissemination of
information in the event of disaster?

Records: 1o you keep copies of
“paper” documents critical to the
continuation of your business off site?

Such information would include:

« Current docket or master calendar,
including names of opposing and co-
counsel.

* Firm business records, i.e., lease
agreements; parinership/shareholder
agreements; inventory of physical
assels; insorance policies, incliding
name and phose number of agents;
equipment leases, warranties and
maintenance agrecmenis, contace
names and phone numbers of
cquipment vendors; and list of
tibrary services, name and phone
number of representatives

+ Clienl documents, te., wills,
agreements, settlements, and
corporate documents

» Note: paper records that are updated
on a weekly or monthly hasis should

{contiuwed on page 1))
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. ﬁf]e insirance: isn’t something to risk to people untamidiar with your

backyard. That's why we've built our Board of Direciors from some of the

most respected business leaders around.

People familiay with your husiness. Peaple proven in your marketplace.

We're rated the mumber one title insurance company in Mississippi

and Alabama. To kelp enstve that we’re notjust here when you need us.

We're here whereyou need us.

LI

* MISSISSIPP] VALLEY TITLE
+,,-" INSURANCE COMPANY
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If Disaster Strikes, Will Your Firm Be Ready?. ionimed from page 9

be taken off site at Jeast monthly,
preferably weekly.

Data Back-Up and Storage: Do you

petform computer data back up &

storage on some frequent basis?

* Bxamples of data and documents to
be backed-up and stored off site at
teast on a monthly basis are: firm
accounting data (i.¢., financial
statement, general ledger, A/ and
ASR ledgers, trust and retainer
account transactions and history),
corrent billing information (i.c.,
unbitled time and disbursements,
and accounts receivable
informatioa); and payroll data and
aformation.

* Examples of decuments and data to
be (idealty) backed up on a daily
basis are: word processing
documents, firm accounting and
client hilling data, spreadsheet and
database information, litigation
support systems and dats, and other
practice managemenl data,

* Do you maintain the most recent
copies of your operating and
application software off site?
Examples of such software include:
nelwork and computer; telephone
swilch; voice mail; copy and call
accounting; firm accounting and
chient billing; payroll; spreadsheet
and database; practice management;
and library software,

Note: If your accounting and client

billing is not automated and you do not

maintain paper copies ol your
accounting and billing transactions off
site, you wilt likely lose a significant

armmount of that data in the event of a

disaster, which will severely hamper

your cash flow in the weeks and
months following the disaster. If your
firm accounting and client bilting are
autonzated but you are backing up your

{trm accounting and client billing data

an & monthly basis, you will lose the

current month’s business transactions
and fime and billing transactions in the
event of # disaster, It s prelersble that
this information be avtomated and
backed up daily,

Physical Plant, Equipment &
Furnishings: Will you have access to
office space, furnishings and
equipment should your office be
damaged?

Office Space: Is there alternative space
from which your firm could operate on
a temporary basis?

* Your home

« Other vacant commercial space {Get

te know a commercial real estate
agent and/or get yourself on a
mailing tist from the commerciad
real estate companies for notices of
vacant space in your arca.)

* Other faw firms (Amrange a
recjprocal agreement with another
firm to use each other’s facilities in
the event of disaster)

* Branch office within commuting
distance

Furaishings: Are you familiar with

lwnitare rental companies or used

{urniture companies that will be able to

provide you temporary fucnishings or

replacement furniture al a reasonable cost?

Office & Computer Equipment: Is your

equipment adegaatcly protected?

+ Do youn have a wrillen procedure for
shutting dowa critical computer
cquipment?

* Do you have a smoke detection
device in or around your computer
and felephone switch rooms?

* Da you have supplies on hand that
will protect your equipment from
water and debris; 1.e., plastic
dropsheets?

* Are you fantiliar with your office
and computer equipment feases,
wartranties and maintenance
agreements as to the obligations of
your vendors to replace equipment
damaged in a disaster? (Negoliate, if
necessary, 4 provision in your
eguipment leases for equipment
replacement in the event of disaster)

1999 HCBA/JYL Golf Tournament Committee

Advice: Be a loyal customer to office
Liuipment, computer equipmenl,
software and supply vendoss so that if
disaster strikes, they will be loyai to you,

Insurance: Do you carry adequate
insurance to cover all types of
disasfers? Does your policy cover the
following fypes of losses?

" » Replacement costs of affice space,

and of your current inventory of
office equipment, computer
hardware and software, valuable
papers, library, and office
furnishings

« Loss of income and extra expense

» Business interruption due to disaster
that hifs you directly or that
prohibits accessibility 1o your office
building even though your olfice is
not damaged

* Malpractice coverage for possible
missed actions as a result of business
disruption

+ Crime insurance

* Fidetity hond

Note: Be sure your policy covers your

specific office address (specific floor),

rather thar just the building address.

No amount of planning is adequate
to prepare for such disasters as we have
seen in the past year, However,
planning will go a fong way in assuring
the personal safety of your staff and the
continuation of your business should
disaster oceur,

ey

Planning the 1999 Hindy County Fj(!f'/l.&"u'(J'(.'fﬂ‘ﬁ(m/[f(h‘_.‘k\‘()ﬂ Young Lawyers Annual Golf

Towrnament are committee memhers: (seated} Debra L.AHen; Joln H. Procior. I,
Chairman; Roberi C. Grenfell; ( standing) T. Harris Collier; Keith 1Y.Obert; Ben J.
Piazea, Jr,; T Kenneth Griffis, Jr.; and Harris H. Barnes, i1, HCBA President. The
event will be held Thursday, August 26, at Pawrick Farms Gotf Club, and proceedy will
benefit the Missixsippi Volunteer Lawyers Project. Not pictured are commitice members:

Stuart G. Kruger, Kenneth C Miller; and Joseph E, Varner, I

Most lawyers love o read, and we
frequently Lry to gel suggestions fron:
cach other in regavd to reading
material. We asked for
recommendations and reviews from a
few HCBA lawyers, and their
comments appear below,

Guns, Gerrns, antd Steef, by bared
Diamond. This book won the Palizer
for nondiction in 1997, The author, a
UCLA physiologist and evolutionary
biologist, wrote it s an attempt 1o
explain why some early societies
developed at a faster rate than others.
Why did Cro Magnen man sarvive
white Neanderthad man didn’1? And
which one was Alley Qop, anyway?
For those of you who took
anthropology courses twenty or more
years ago, this is a good refresher
course as well as an innovative look at
how hamanity developed,

When the Storm Breaks by Derek
Thomas. An analysis of the story of
Joh. Fhere have been innumerable
explanations and inlerpretations and

What Are You Reading?

variations and adaptations ol the Book
of Job. The reader who recommended
this interpretation says # is one of the

best.

Pride and Prejudice, by Jane
Austen. Forgel You've Got Muail and all
those mavies and TV series. Jane
Austen s a greal writer, and she was
originatly made popular by male
readers. Fo understand how good she
is, you have 1o read her books. She is
as pereeptive in regard 1o buman patare
as any writer ever has been.

A Prayer for (wen Meany, by John
Irving. Owen Meany is & very small
boy with a loud, high-pitched voice - so
smail that he is passed sround Sunday
school over the heads of hig classinates
- but he does not seem Lo mind. His one
and oaly hit in Little League kifls his
best lriend’s mother and forever atfects
those around him. F'm about 100 pages
into this, and despite some dark spols, |
fook forward 1o a comic and hemorous
read. Fditors note! the Amazon review
described this as ... the oddest

Christian mystic novel since Flannery
O’ Connenr s work,”

Making History, by Stephen Fry.
Stephen Fry, the actor who played
Jeeves inthe BBCs Jecves and
Wooster series and who has also starred
in several movies, is an accomplished
wriler who has published three novels
and an awtobiography. Making History
is a complicated story invoiving Hitler,
fme travel, Cambridee, and the CEA,
Fhe plot, when sunsnarized, sounds
frite, but this book is exiremely tunny
while unquestionably serious. The best
thing ahout it is the ride. Pay close
attention; Mr. Fry is a very clever sman,

Have you noticed that no one seems
to be reading current best seliers? Or at
feast, no one is admilling to it.

If you’ve read somelhing you would
hike to reconunend, write us at HCBA
Newslelfer, 151 E. Griffith Street,
Fackson MS 39201, or e-mail us in care
ol webmastler@hindsbar.com, We
wort' t use your name unless you insist.

Cordially invites you to
Come to lunch on Thursdays

September:

October/November:

New Season for Book Discussion Begins September 9, 1999

The Soul of the Law Book Discussion Group*
To share, enjoy, and discuss interesting books:

The Decline of Males, by Rutgers anthropologist Lionel Tiger,
discusses the dwindling role of buman males over the past
4,000 years, especially the recent past 200 years.
Facilitators: Steve Allen and Tom Lowe

You Just Don’t Understand, by Dr. Deborah Tanner,
discusses the differences in male and female communication.

*The Soul ol the Law Book Discussion Group is an informal group of lawyers who gather to promete civility and
congeniality. Mark vour catendars for every Thursday at lunch to join a fua discussion with no tadk of cases, files or conrt,
The discussion group wili reconvene from its summer hiatus on September 9, 1999, The Soul of the Law Book Discussion
Group is sponsored by The Mississippi Bar Committee “{Law & Life: Enjoy Both.”

For more information contact Betty Daugherty or Amanda . Green of The Mississippt Bar at 601/948-447 1.
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Announcing
I% powerful new
e

TRIAL! Statute citator with West annotations and
exclusive Pending Legislation feature

Coverage tor all 530 states, USCA” and CLER, complete with Notes of Decisions

prepared by Wesl attormey-oditors, View perding bills that may alfect your USCA

section! FREE usage through Septernber 15, 1999 {or all new and existing customers”

KeyCite Alert offers you up-to-the-minute
tracking of cases, statutes and more

KeyCite Alert automatically informs you ofimportant developments affecting the
cases and statutes that matter Lo you.

I'BEE monitoring Lhyough Seplember 15, 1999 [or all new and existing enslomers.®

NLRB: Full coverage of the official version

Only KeyCite and Westlaw” give you all citing references to the oflicial version of
National Labor Refations Board decigions and Lhe ability to display those references
in full text.

on Westlaw,

For more information on accessing these new features, call 1-800-937-8529,

ik docamant retrieval.

BrnzeaftWhitney - Clork Boardman Coteghen
Lowyers Cooparative Publfishing « Wedkee ™ - Wast Publishing

ite features:

y s

WEST
GROUP

Mississippi and Orange County California: New Takes on Old Sterotypes

Ask anybody outside the Beep South
who has never set foot in Mississippi
about the stafe and see what they have to
say. Except on the rarest of oceasions, the
feedback will undoubtedly involve some
degree of distortion involving a
stereolype. And while not a1l of it is
neeessarily bad, # nonctheless features an
clement of misinformation. Esample:
Someome who lives in the desert and
reads Faulkner and Tennessee Williams -
*1 find the janguid bumidity of a
Mississippi sumimer romantically
appealing.” Wrong!

But of course, when il comes lo
mninformed impressions of places one has
never been, the same can be said of most
locales, Take [or instance Crange County
Calilornia. While 1 previously lived in
Los Angeles, | have only passed throuph
Orange County, { reluctantly adyit 1o
having never slopped (o lind out what is
helrind the Qrange Curtain, ag the locals
have dubbed the county tine. Fo my
surprise, i is definitely not what 1
thought it was: a carbon copy of LA
impressed with hyper-conservative
politics, nolwithstanding oid B- | Hob
Poman.

This stmser, due to equal parts of
serendipity and circumstance, | found
myself working in Costa Mesa, living in
frvine, and discovering places like
Newport Beach, Santa Ana, Tustin axl
Laguna Beach. Everything from the
trallic o the air to the attitudes are far
ditferent and infinitely belter in Orange
County than anylhing I have ever
experienced in Los Angeles. I sums, it
reminded me of the danger of viewing
people and places through the distorted
lens of nainformed, dare [ say, ignorant
stercolypes,

Usfortunately, in Mississippi’s case,
many of those stereoiypas are painfully
accurate. Regrettably, many of our
predecessors worked with sustained
diligence to build the enduring nepative
perceplions of Mississippi that
untortunately sH1) exist in oo many
comers of the country. And while most of
our wounds are sell-inflicted, E muost say
that Hollywood doesa’t help. With the
nolable exceptions of movies like Sling
Blade or The Apostie, the South in
general and Mississippi in particular is
portrayed on the big and hitle screen as
the worsl sort of malevolend backwalter
imaginable, where everyone speaks in an
exaggerated Janguage loosely based on
English but unilormly devoid of one
syllable pronunciations or consonants at
the end of words,

by Captain Equity

And of cowrse, everyone, and 1 do
mean everyone, sweats all the time, even
izt late Janoary. It is as il air conditioning

just never made it to Dixie sadfor as if

Mississippi is situated three niiles
northeast of the Equatos, B you thisk |
am exaggerating, rent A Time To Kilf and
walch poor Ashley Judd melt betore your
VeTY eyes.

(O course, most of these “resl life
depictions™ are turaed in by 28-year-old
Ivy League graduate screenwriters who
have never been Larther south than the
Polo Eounge in Beverly Hills, They think
the Mississippi Gulf Coast is the
Mississippi Delta with Ocean Front
Plantations akin to & rendown Santa
Monica, as was the case on an carlier
episode of BR. As far as southern colture
goes, these House of Blues regulars think
that B.B. King is somc sort of high-tech
air rilte and that Little Milton is the son
of the avthor of Paradise Losl.

Now [ know some of you are saying,
“there he goos stereotyping.” Maybe so,
but having known many of these people
tirst hand, Fam prepared to take 4
polygraph test that will confivm that 1 am
trovering at the 98th trath percentile.

And speaking of slereolypes that are
uncomfortably close to reality, imagine
my dismay as 1 sat in breine, California,
this past June watching the 11:00 pan,
local television news. The female anchor,
whoe was reading the news as i it were a
sereen test, announced, “Sex Scandal In
Mississippl.” My immediale reaction was
probably much like yours. “Now what?”
Already, the words sex scandal and
Mississippi had unleashed a Mood of
stereotypical precedents which in tum
conjured up mental images of Ministers
of Music, Cotlege Presidents,
Gubernatorial Candidates, et al.

To sy horror, the videotape rolling
across my television screen bore the
unmistakable likeness of Mississippi’s
*Tamily Values” Governor standing
beside a maitbox in Troal of a hoase that
was clearly not the Govemor’s Mansion,
A shadowy figure inside an autemobile
spoke in the equatly nvamistakable voice
of WLBT's Bert Case. Incredulouosly, |
watched as Mississippi’s shirt-sleeved
Chief Executive barked something 1o the
man in the car that ended with “T"It whip
your ass!”

1 sat stunned, ol believing what { was
seeing and hearing. Then i oceurred to
me that way too many of Southern
Caltfomia’s sixteen or so million
residents were being trealed to the
reinforcement of the worst kind of

redneck Mississippi slercotype — the
kind that has degged my personal and
professional dife ever since my first job in
New York City 1o my latest femporary
employment in Orange County,
California. fo an instant, the nude photo
of CHIY Finch in a heart-shaped bathtih
and the comie, albeit, mostly
unintelligible mutterings of Kenneth
Stokes, Charles Tisdale, and Richard
Barrett morphed inte more distucbing
images of an carthen dam in
Philadelphia; Freedom Riders heing
ferried in Tackson garbage trucks to a
Fuirgrounds Stockade; a smirking, forty-
something Byron De La Beckwith
running for L Governor; Ed Cates
attending his own fueneral; and a bundred
more embarrassing and shameful
monients that T have spent my whole life
cxplaining away and living down when
outside the barders of the Magnolia State.

The lesson? You ean publish ali the
{6-page Forbes Magazine special inseris
you want; yeu can air all the stick Pro-
Mississippi media ads that money can
buy; but you can’t undo the damage of
reinforeed negative stereotypes that
twenty seconds of videotaped bad
judgment can bring - especially when that
stereotype is so deadly accurate, Hey,
whatever happened to “Only Positive
Mississippi Spoken Here?' It is enough
to make u native son cross the line and
join the ranks of those 28-year-old
screenwriters socking soul down on
Sunsel Boulevard,

Aller a few minutes of stewing, 1
heard mysclf nuttering the words {
thought would never rell off my tongoe.

Wetl, what do you espect [rom a
bunch of Mississippi rednecks?”

Later that night, T had a vivid dream. T
wis on the deck of my Laguna Beach
occan-front house. The cool summer
breeze brought the aroma of oranges and
cacalyptus. The sun was a hoge liery ball
thit was guickly sinking into the Pacific
Qcean. Suddenly, [realized T was talking
on the elephone.

“Helle, California Department of
Motor Vehicles? T would like to inguire
about geiling a driver’s licease.” Pavse,
“Yes, that's right, 'm & new resident.”
Pause. “What state am [ moving from?" 1
hesitate for second, glad that the call is
anonymous. “I'd rather not say.”

{ Editor’s note: The vievepointx expressed
in this colwmn are yolely those of Capiain
Eguity and are not to be aitributed to the
Hindy County Bar Association, its officers
anidd divectors or its ediforial board. |




On Avgust |, 1999, Mary E. Miller
became the new Law Library Director at
the Mississippi College Law School. She
is familiar 1o Mississippi lawyers as
“State Librarian,” a position she has held
since 1991, The State Librarian, one of
the oldest and most histaric of the state
oflicials, is hesd of the Missivsippi State
Law Library, housed in the Garlin Justice
Buiiding.

With educational credentials that
imclude an undergraduate degree in
History and Business Management from
Asbory College in Wilmore, KY; a
Master of Library Science degree from
the University of Southern Mississipph
and a law degree from Mississippl
College Schoot of Law, she bogan her
taw library work as a reference librarian
al MCSOL, served as Supreme Court
Law Clerk for Justice Michael Sublivan,
and has experience as an assistant court

Mary Miller
New Director of MC Law Library

administrator. She has membership i
The Mississippt Bar and in the
American Association of Law

1 #braries.

Ms. Miller is authorfeditor of the
Evidence and Civil Procedure
Annotations included in Mississippi
Rules Anaotated, published by the
Litigation/General Practice Section of
the Mississippt Bar. In addition, she
conlributed the chapters entitled
“Finality of Judgments” and “Time
Considerations under the Rules of Civil
Procedure” that are included in Prof.
Jeffrey Jackson’s Mississippi Civil
Procedure.

Ms. Miller replaces Mary Mahoney,
who resigned as MCSOL Law Library
Director at (he end of the current
academic year to join her husband in
Wisconsin.
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HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

DECEMBER 199%

President’s

)y Harris H. Barnes, HI (Trip)

As 1999 comes o an end, we ajl
ook forward to the year 2000 I will
be interesting to see who is right and
whao is wrong about Y2K.

However, 1 am not too worried
about it, because we Americans seem
to have a way of lixing things and
making them work in spite of any
difficulties that might arisc.

Such has certainby been the case

This year has been a wonderful year.

with the Hinds County Bar Association.

We have had severad great socials;
good speakers at the meetings; & greal
goll tournament; a wondertul
Christmas party; and many individuvals
who not only are willing 10 serve and
help with the association’s activities,
bt are doing an exemplary job.

Nexl year i3 shaping up to be
equally as good or betler, We have
additionat socials planaed, the Lribute
ter judges in May, the People’s Law
School in April and May, and we ae
even thinking about doing u wine
lasting, the proceeds of which would
benefit Habitat foc Humanity.

The Nominating Committee has
also mel and nominated mdividuals 10
run for secretary/treasurer and for
direclors of Post 3 and Post 4. At the
wriling of this column, those
mdividuals bave been contacied, but

a0t all have aceepted, so [ can’t
mention them here. However, by the
time the Newsletter goes to press, Lhey
will be listed for your consideration in
a sepatate columm. Please give a lot of
thought as o who wili guide the
HCBA in the future. As you are aware,
the scerelary/treasurer moves up to the
presidency within the acxt several
vears. Likewise, those who are chosen
as directors guide and shape the policy
of the Hinds County Bar Association,

We have a wonderful association,
and 1 am most grateful for ali of those
who have participated in .

I trust that each of you and your
famities had a wonderiul
Thanksgiving, and will have the
merriest and happiest of Christimases
and New Year. My best 1o all of you in
the new Mitlenoium.
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by Carol C, West

American Bar Association, National
Bar Association, Hinds County Bar
Association, Magnolia Bar Association,

. Mississippi ‘Frial Lawyers Association,
Jacksen Young Lawyers, and Charles
Clark Inn of Couet.

Some of his civie activities inchude:
Advisory Board Member, National
Youth Sports Program, JSU; City of
Jackson, fuvenile Delinquency
Prevention Board; NAACP; SCLC; Big
Brothers/Big Sisters volonteer; COHA
Mentoring Program volunteer; Tunior
Achicvenient voluntecr for Rowan
Middle School; Trastee Board Member
of Iarish Streel Missionary Baptisl
Chureh; State Assistant Keeper of
Records and Seals [or Omega Psi $Phi
Fraieriity, Inc.; T.C. Almore Lodge
242 F&AM: and FSLT Nationad
Alumnnt Association.

Harrison is married to the fonmer
Tammiko Walker, and they have one
son, Khari Nyrere Odinga Hargison.
Malcohm Harrisen enjoys football, golf

membership, Harrison belongs o the and jazz,

Winning his first bid for public
office, Malecolm Harrison will serve
Hinds County as County Attorney for a
term beginning in the year 2000,
Harrison defeated the incumbent foe
Moss in the November Generad
Election.

Harrison, a native Jacksonian,
sraduated with honors from Provine
High School in 1987 and from Jackson
State Uaiversity in 1991, During his
childhood years, he and his brother
were educated tor part of a school year
in Tanzania, while his mother, & JSU
professor, was engaged in scholarly
arsuits,

Choosing a law school out of stafe,
Harrison geaduated in 1994 from
Cumberland School of Law at
Samford Hriversity in Boirminghan,
Al He returned o Jackson, was
admiticd 1o the Mississippi Bar in
1905, joined the law tirm of Langston
Frazer Sweet & Farese and worked in
that firm's Jackson olfice until 1998
whent he formed his own law lirm, The

Harrison Law Office,
In addition o his Mississippi Bar

HCBA Calendar of Events

February 15
HCBA Membership Meeting. Noon. Capital Club

April 18
HCBA Membership Meeting. Noon, Capital Club

May 4
HCBA/JYL Dinner Honoring the Judiciary. 6:30 p.m. Primos Northgate

June 20
HCBA Membership Meeting. Noon. Capital Club

£
f

HCBA Christmas Social

HCBA members and their guests enjoyed the December 2nd Christnzas Social at the Mississippi Bar Center. Pictured, from
left to right, are:

Heber Simmaons; Brooks Buchanan; Stiwart Kruger, HCRA
Board Member

Mike Farvell; Ed Lawler, HCBA Program Chaiviman; Bob
Crenfell, HCBA President-Elect; Trip Barnes, HCBA
President; Jack Peoviier

R T

Past HCBA Presidents Jay Travis, Hareld Miller, and Scon
Welch, with Ann Corse, HCBA Social Chatrman

Scott Hemlbeben and Richard Edmeonson, Past HOBA
FPresidents, with Nancy Edmonson

Patricia Bennett, HCBA Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Maloney; Armin
Maeller; Levser Marris-Hayes, HCBA Board Member: Laverne

Doug Minox, Justice Kay Cobb, Lee Hetherington




In s world already too busy, one of
the wonderful things about milestones
15 (heir capacitly to induce much needed
personal refleclion on what has been,
and a sense of anticipation for what is
to come. New Year's Day, birthdays
and anniversaries have always had that
efleet on me. So imagine, as F'm sure
you already have, whal the dwindling
days of the tweatieth century can do for
some badly needed introspection. Aad,
althougls the millennium technically
ends nexl year, one woulkd not be doing
his duty as a citizen of the world were
he not to mention the uHimate in
mifestones. The plain fact is, there is
Just no precedent for how one should
fcel when the big odometer of file rolls
alt the zeroes over into the uncharted
new decade ol the aughts. So how do
you sum up a thousand or even a
hundred years in jusl g Fow paragraphs?

LOOKING BACK

Iaving only been an eye witness to
half of the twenticth century, my sense
of relevance might tend 1o be skewed.
But thanks to Mr. Joc K. Moore, my
eighth grade American History Teacher
at Bailey funior High School, T am
committed to the wimvavering principle
that history is indeed mankind’s
collective memory. 1t is appreciation of
the past which anchors the continuity of
human existence; makes a sense of
place possibie; and, probably most
important of all, provides us with the
vision necessary to anticipate and
prepare for the future. Without a schse
of history, every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday would be exactly the same;
every event more important than the
one before it due only (o its proximity
1o what is happening at any given
meraent in the present,

Luckily, this is not the case. An apt
example has {0 do with American Pop
Culture. The decade of the £970s, with
its emphasis on polyester, disca music
and inflation, was nothing more than a
well deserved, albeit empty-headed
break frons the “60s and a compelling
teason for something (anything)
different in the 1980%s and “90’s. As
decades go, Id give it a one out of ten

by Captain Equity

in terms of taste il not significance,

Using these eriteria, Wortd War 1F is
clearly the defining event for America
and naach of the world in the tweatieth
century, IL was the Jast worldwide
conllict which in turn set in motion a
new paradigm of world social and
economic order, Some theologians, not
tex mention talk radio disciples, even
hypothesize thal the Second World War
was indeed Armageddon, an argument
made plavsible by the unthinkable
slavghter of fifty 1o a hundred miltion
people, depending on whose count you
rely. Had the leadership and collective
spiril of the Linited States been
anrything less than it was, ows present
reality could be far different from our
cwrreat level of aflluence and personal
freedom that so many of us take for
granted 1oday.

I sometimes wonder what would
happen o us if our scourity was
Uhrcatened as it was in the middle of the
century. The emty thing of which T am
cextain is that it woutd all be televised
tive oi CNN and that Tommy Hilfiger
wauld he making cool, logo-cmbossed
military uniforms for our troops. Tn any
event, it has certainly been the
American Century.

And within the unprecedented and
prosperous American Ceatary, the State
ol Mississippi has spent much of the
last hunrdred years on the bottom of the
heap. Like Sicily to Northern ltaly, and
Newark ¢ Manhattan, Mississippi has
carved out an anti-reputation which,
though not totafly deserved, has been
unfortunately earned, thanks mostly to
the centeal defining theme of gace. Just
as America was emerging from
depression and war, and television was
coming of age, the racial divide was
being exploited officially by
Mississippi’s political leadership and
unetficially by the White Citizen’s
Couneil which was the more
respectable, sheetless version of (e
Kilan.

The result was fear and uncertainty
which hardened the hearts of oo many
essentially good people, ficst white and
kater black, all of whom found

When the Big Odometer of Life Rolls all the Zeroes Over

themseives caughl up in a most
unfortunate chapier of hisiory. Like the
§850s and *60s, all of the Ileep South
was doomed to repeat the Civik War,
But instead of fields and creeks, these
losing hatties were fought at luach

. counters, bus stations, high schools and

ultimately, in the courts. Because of i,
the state and the region squandered
nwch of its soctal, ecanomic and moral
capital. We have been paying ever
SHNCE.

Those searing images of federat
troops cccuyying Ole Miss, Freedom
Riders being arrested in Jackson and an
earthen dam ia Neshoba County
showed the ugliest side of us (o the rest
of the world. And despite so nuich
progress to get past those dack days,
those images have by and farge stuck.
Anybody who has ever been on the
wrong end of a Mississippi slur can
thunk the so called “leaders™ of
Mississippl's past,

Bot there is so much more to
Mississippi that is good. Tronicaily, for
the self-proclaimed Buckle of the Bible
Belt, it is the cmerging resorl
destitations on the Coast and south of
Memplis, made possible by casino
gambling, that arc bringing the rest of
the world to Mississippi for 4 second
laok. '

Those visitors are discovering what
we have always known: Mississippi is
gumbo, fried cattish, and tanales; il is
college Football; it is October in the
Delta; 1 is the writers, musicians,
artists and just plain characters; it is the
true goodness of its people. They are
discovering that Mississippians are
indecd different, We are friendlicr,
more considerate, more generous, more
polite, more willing (0 help a stranger,
more willing 1o laugh and shire a siory
or a meal or just about anything they
have that others don’e

It iy « phenomenon that transcends
age, race, gender and socio-economic
status, 18 you think I am cxaggerating,
ask visitors to Mississippi. Ask
transplant residents. Ask ex-patriots in
New York or California at the
Mississippi Picnic. They will all tell

you the same thig. Indeed, the rony of

Mississippi is Lhat to Fully appreciate it,
il is necessary to live somewhere else,
at least for a white,

LOOKING AHEAD

I asked even twenty years ago, who
could have possibly predicted that
MCE-Worldeom would even exist and
be headquartered ia Chintoi, or that the
Magnolia State would be second o
Nevada in casino square footage? So
what s ahead for us in the new
century? While everyone has his own
personal wish tist, ming is imminently
readistic. [t includes: a new staie

constitution, a cevitalized downlown
Jackson, mandagory liability auto
insurance, reasonably priced car tags,
more sushi bars and 2 Vielnamese
Restauvant. Being at or slightly above
the national median in everything from
teacher pay, reading lest scores,
poverly, teenage pregnancy, and car
theit would be substantial progress as
would fewer govermmental corruption
prosecutions. Besides a Pay Per-View-
Ticket to the Kirk Fordice - Bert Case
Madison County I3eath Maich (We
prabably won’t have to wait too long
for that onze.), iLis my hope thai we
don’{ become so bomogenized as to

lose what is best about us

And, sbove all, here’s hoping the
{uture brings continued health, treguent
Iaughter and a fol mote memories with
friends and family. Oh yes, and may
Mississippi atways be treated to the
antics of wacked out politicians. We're
gorna miss you, Governor!

Happy New Cenfury!

[Editor's note: the viewpoints
expressed in this cofumn are solely
those of Captain Equity and are nof 1o
he atiributed 1o the Hindy County Bar
Association, its officery and divectors,
o ity editoricd board. |

laws like these;

insected in magazines,

_I‘.J

do {did) you fecl . . ..

litier.

conunercial,

shot,

The general wellare would really be promoted by some

L. Noseparate advertising material shall be siufled in
newspapers, nor shall tear-out subscription cards be

In the event ol an airliner crash at sea, the news
media shall not ask a question which suggests the
erash was the fault of the manutacturer, the aigline 8. Whenever a gambling casino publishes the picture
of a winner, the casino shadl in the same publication
alomgside the winner’s picture publish the picture of
a toser of an equal or greater amount.

or a govermaent agency untless the media has
creditable evidence that such is the case, nor shall
the media ask stupid questions or ask the family of
victims questions which begin with the words “how

3. Nohighway right-of-way shall be littercd with signs
which identify the organization which has agreed to
keep that streteh of the highway right-of-way free of fessons.

4. Printed disclaimers in elevision comesercials mnst
be the same size as the name of the product being
advertised and shall be displayed during (he entive

5. A candidate for public office shall nat viter or print
cliches i1n behal( of bis candidacy.

0. Telemarketers shall nol address persons called by
thewr lirst name und shall wse courtesy titles;
provided {urther any telemarketer who eugages in
small talk before beginning the sales pitch shall be

7. BEducational institutions engaged in fund raising

by John Land McDavid

To Promote the General Welfare

shall not designate monctary categories of

comtributions with meaningless lerms such as
“President’s Club,” “Benefactor™ and “Sponsor.”

Categories in the amount of contributions shatl be
designated with terms which accurately reflect the

aptuion of the fund raiser, such as “Grossly

Oslentatious,

“Pitilul.”

LY

Generous,” “Adeguate,” “Cheap”™ or

9. When performing in music videos musicians shad
wear only prison orange jlanp suits; provided [urther

). Ne politician;
(2} shall ¢laim to support education unless she has
given half of her assets to educational
instilions;

rock musicians violating 1his Taw shall, as
combiunity service, be required to take music

(b) shall claim to be a friend of working lamilies
unless he takes a working famity to his house

for dinner at least threg times per week;,

(c) shall advocate protecting the environment unfess
she travels onky on ool or by horseback; or

(<} shall claint to support senior citizens unless he
has taken his aged parents or grandparents in1o
his home where he personally cares {or then:.

1. Autemobile salesmen i television commercials
shall not speak louder or be more animated or dress

moze flamboyantly than Mr. Rogers.
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Here’s a follow-up to the last arlicke.
Want 1o know how quickly {siowly?)
you'te actually surfing the net? Here's
one way. Go to mso.com. On the left
top meny, double click on Computing
Central; at the nest screen, double click
on Hardware; at the next screen, double
click on Bandwidth Forum; when you
reach that, double click on Bandwidih
Speed Test, and wait for the resulls,
The several pages then attnched will
give benchmark information. Resules
witl vary, depending upon the amount
of concurrent lraftic and the phase of
the moon.

Windows 2000 is now scheduled 10
be released generally in February,
Rewenber, this is the product which
will merge NT and Windows 98, so if
you have the warin fuzzies with the
latter, particularly Use second release
version, don’t be in too big a hwry 1o
jump. Seasoned farger office users,
however, may want to bite the bullel
carly.

That major release aside, wliat’s hot
as 1999 winds down and Lhe
mitlennium approaches? Comdex, the
higgest computer convention in the
world, has recently been held, and it

On Computing

by Joel Howell

offers a view ol cxactly that.

Speech recognition techuslogy
continnes to advance, with Dragon
leading the way and Microsof( coming
up quickly from the rear. Novelt's
NewWare 5.1 was chosen as the best
networking software, and Sony’s
filteen inch Multiscan monitor, all of
halF an inch wide, was best peripheral
with a price down 10 $1.499.

Linux, the FREE operating system
{you will pay for support} is expanding,
and Corel is releasing a full office suile

Just for Linux, 1o upgrade its present

version of WordPerfeot tailored {or
Linux. Red Hat, a leading of
supplierfsupporter which is building on
ils hugely suceessful public offering
last summer, s making a major
irvestment in Moziila, a browser which
was created and funded by Netscape, as
well as buying Cygnus Solutions,
doubling its work Toree, With the

VA

greater availabitity ol an array of

soflware, Microsoft could actuaily see

geawing competition on (his front,
The Universal Serial Bus (USB)

- really will hecome universad, because

of its ease of use and higher degree of

_ functionality (my newest

uninterruptibie power supply doggedly
refused to work on a parallel port,
where #'s supposed 10, but works like a
charm on the USB port). Get one of
those bigger, cheaper hard drives if you
like music, because dowaloading MP3
files is going to be the newest and
neatest way to have your music with
you. Intel and Artisoft are 1eaming on a
telephony platform, which, among
manry other featares, will let a PC user
receive 1ot oaly nolice of an incoming
call, but caller id as well.

Want to netwark your smatl oftice or
home, but daunted by the wire-pulling?
ZoomAir offers wireless nelworking
cards. You'll see a lot more of that 1n
the futare, not to mention infrared
pripter connections,

Questions or commenis? Drop e an
camil at 76616,1020
@compuserve.comn, or betler yet,
webmaster @hindsbar.com.

Look Closely At What You Pick
Or You Could Easily Get Stuck.

Everybody knows you get what you pay for. So when
you're looking at malpractice insurance companies, measure
more than just the cost. Protect yourself now with American
National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocal. We're the company
that provides malpractice insurance coverage exclusively to
lawyers.

We insure more than 10,000 lawyers. Letus show you
the advantages that convinced them. Call our marketing
department at 888-262-2104 for more information.

Endorsed by the Hinds County Bar Association
and the University of Mississippi Law Alumni Chapter

—,  AMFRICAN
Z) NATIONAL
LAWYERS

A INSURANCE
RECIPROCAL

Risk Retention Group
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The Small irm/Solo Practitioner Commitiee {“Commitiee” } of the Hinds County Bar Association { “HCBA”'}
has determined a referral/consultant service (“RCS” ) would be helpful 1o our small firm and solo membery in
s properly dealing with matters which they are not equipped or are not otherwise in a position to handle. Also,
oty members may have other matters on which they would like 1o consult with or associate other members but
do not know whont to call. Anyone who is interested in participating in RCS should complete the following

by Nonie Joiner

Our plan for this month’s column was to ask members
to give us the names of their favorite childhood hooks
and the favorite books of their chitdren. We would
then recomanend these books to our members to
buy as Christmas gifts. This plan did nol work. ‘
When asked their own Favonles, a number
of members coulda’t came up with the
name of even one book. They spoke vagucly
of Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys and then
lapsed into memaries of Disney movies and carly
TV series. They did better in recalling their children’s

Younger Children:

The Tale of Peter Rabbir. Beatrix Potter.

The Story of Bube, the Little Elephant. Jean De BronhotT,

The Velveteen Rabbit. Marjorie Williams.

Winnig-the-Pooh, AA. Milne, iltus. Ernest H. Shepard,

the Little Engine That Could, Watty Piper, itlus,
Ceorge Hauman,

The Little House, Virginia .ec Barton.

The Runaway Bunny., Margaret Wise Brown, iltus.
Clement Hurd.

Blueberries for Sal. Roberl McCloskey.

Madeline. Ludwig Bemelmans.

Mike Mulligan and Hix Steam Shovel, Virginia Lee Burton,

The Complete Adventures of Carions George.
Margret Rey, ill. H.A, Rey.
The Snowy Day. Fzra Jack Keats.

The Story of Ferdinand, Munro Eeaf, iltus, Robert Lawson,

A Child’s Garden of Verse, Robert Lows Stevenson.

reading, but net one mentioned their children reading any
of the “classle” children’s books. This won't do.
We therefore are Giking this opportuisity to invite

children’s classics. Find your own favorites
and buy them for a child, Be sure 10 pet a
capy with the original Hlustrations. 1f you
don’t have a child on your Christinas list, buy
a child a book anyway; the folks at Stewpol or
any number of other service organizations will be
happy to pass thein along lor you.

Others:

Charlotte s Web. E.B. Whitc.

The Chronicles of Narnia. C.5. Lewis,

Little Wonten. Louisa May Alcots,

The Secref Garden. Frances Hodgson Burnett.
Alice in Wonderland. Lewis Carroll.

The Sword in the Stone. T.H. White.

The Wind in the Witlows., Kenneth Crahame.
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, E. Frank Bawm,
Understood Betsev. Dorothy Canfield Fisher.
Mrs. Pigele-Wiggle. Beity MacDonald, ilhus, Hilary Knight.
Stuart Litdle. 1.3, White,

Caddie Woodlawn. Carol Ryvie Brink.

Where the Red Fern Grows., Wilson Rawls.
Harriet the Spy. Louise Fitzhugh.

You shoutd, of course, add to this list the modern Willie
Morris classics, My Dog Skip and Ahways Stand in Against
the Curve.

Mississippi Library Commission Provides Attorneys

Free Patent and Trademark Resource
by H. Lee Hetherington

As everyone is aware, the growth of Department of Commerce Patenl and the Library Commission is well versed
Intelectual Property practice, which is Trademark Depository Library (PTDL). i intetleetual property search
an outgrowth of the information What this means for attorneys checking technigues and is available o help

economy and conamunications
revolution, is one of the hot areas of

o do Patent or Prademark Searches o
other T# research, is that a trip to the

allorneys al no charge.
This is a resource to alt lawyers in

our readers Lo look over the [oHowing list of

10 925-7185. All responses received will be compiled into « Small Firm/Solo Practitioner Referral/Consullant

Source Manual and distributed to all HCBA smell firm and solo members.

HCBA REFERRAL/CONSULTANT SERVICE
PARTICIPATING ATTORNEY APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT

NAME .

TELEPHONE NO., . FAXINQL

E-MAIL e e e .

MISS. BAR NO.

- DATE ADMITTED TO PRACTICE IN MISSISSIPPE

LICENSED TO PRACTICE IN THE FOLLOWING OTHER COURTS:

__________ _ LS. District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi
. U5 District Court for the Northern District of Mississippi
e Fikth Cireuit Court of Appeals

—— . United States Supreme Court

......................... Other Courts: .

PLEASE CHOOSE ANY FIVE (5) OF THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

________________ _ Adoptions . Alternative Dispute Resolution
. Bankruptey _— Collection and Collection Defense
................... _ Consumer Protection . Corporate

. Criminal Defense _  Domestic Refations

law practice. More and more, guestions
regarding trademarks and rade ideneity
as well as issucs related to patent rights
are cropping up in law offices
throughout the metro area. But what

most members of the Hiads County Bar

prabably do pot know is that since
1990 the Mississippi Library
Comaission has been an official 1.5,

Patent and Trademark Office in
Washington, [3.C. is no longer
necessary,

Jackson's PTDL., which is located at
1221 Eilis Aveuue, has complete files
of all 11.S. patent and frademark
registrations as well as pending
applications, The services are free and
open to the general public. The staff al

the Jackson area that is being funded by
your federa) and state tax dollars. For
that reason, [ vrge you to take
advantage of if.

For more information agbout the
PTDL and its services, call {601} 961 -
4111, Outside the Fackson area call (o]
lree B77-5%4-5733 or visit the PTDIL.
web site at: wwwanle dibaus.us,

______ .. bUI Defense
_____________ . General Litigation

- Environimental

e ICOFPOTALiONS, Business Formation
................ Labor and Employment e Ladlord/ Tenant
.. Maritime

................... .. Real Estate Transactions

e, PETSONA] INJUEY
________ _ Social Security

e Wills, Frusts and Estate Administration
..................... Other:

_ Taxation
....... . WOrker's Compensation
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The Small Firm/Solo Practitioner Committee of the HCBA is making available to me the opportunity 1o
participate in a Referral/Consultant Service. In exchange for this <)pp01'tuni1y'1 agree to the following conditions
and covenants:

1. Fagree to be available as a source of referral and/or consultation (o other members of HCBA on matters
within the panels selected above, i

2. Irepresent that I am a member in good standing of The Mississippi Bar, a member in good standing of the
HCBA (or have applied for membership herewith); have not been previously removed, disbarred or
suspended from the practice of law in Mississippi or any other jurisdiction, am not the subject of any
disciplinary proceeding by The Mississippi Bar or like otganization in any state; have no criminal charges
{excluding traffic violations) pending against me anywhere; have not been convicted of a criminal offense
{excluding traffic violations) since having been admitted to the practice of faw, and have had no
disciplinary proceeding by The Mississippi Bar, or like organization in any other state, adversely resofved
against me,

3. TDrepresent that I am covered by professional liability insurance and that such insurance shall be
maintained throughout the time in which T am cnrolled in the R/CS.

4. Ishall indemnify and hold harmless the HCBA, its officers, directors, members and employees and the
Small Firm/Solo Practitioner Committee for any claim, demand, action, liability, cxpense or loss resulting
in whole or in part from my participation in the R/CS or by my failure to comply with any provision of this
agreement,

5. Ishall immediately notify the Committee should I hecome ineligible or unable to accept referrals or
provide consuliation, whereupon I shall be removed from the R/CS.

6. Lunderstand that the information herein contained shall be furnished to the extent determined appropriate
by the Committee to participants in R/CS or others.

7. lceriify under penalty of perjury that I am proficient and competent to handle the types of cases within the
panels 1 have selected.

Date: _.._. —— Signature:

Name: ...
{Please type or print legibly)
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HCBA Fall Social

The HCBA hosted a Fall Social at Hat & Mal’s new Brew Pub on Thursday evening, October 21, Fhe bar would like te thank
Anerican National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocal and Fox-Bvereit Tor helping to sponsor the event. Shown, from left fo right,
are some of the HOBA members enjoying refreshments and fellowship are:

Rumea Hague, HCBA Social Commitee Co-Chairmem, Ben
Piuzza, and Kevin Broughion

Peter Doran, Scott Minyard, and Barry Camplbell

HCBA Past Presidents Ben Piazza, .a‘.’({y Travis, Harris Collier,
Jolm MoCullouch with Joha Proctos, 1999 Golf Tournament
Chairmean {second fron lefi)

Judge Joe Lee aned Judge Breland Hilburn

#

Jody Martin, Dick Bennett, Mississippi Bar President-Efect,
aned Lise Willicimy

Ann Corso, INCBA Social Conunittee Chatrman, Spence
Flatgard, and Susan Tyimortos

il



Highway Eats

by The Road Lawyer

There aren’t many
traditional “local” cateries on
the Mississippi Guif Coast
anymaore, now that the place
hay been all slicked up and
infused with money from
abl those Nevadn gaming
corporations. Now even
the [ew old-timey places
still lelt ave changing.

For me & trip to Gullport
means & lunch at the While
Cap overlooking the water
at the Gulfport Yacht
Harhor, Bat how many
Frastrating Limes have
those meetings been on

Tuesday, the one day of

the week the White Cap wonld be
closed? Well, now, it's open seven days
a week. And the place is always packed
with tourists from the casinos speaking
in foreign tongues or at least accents.

Fortunatety, the menu and the food
offerings secm (o be the same. My tasie
buds tingle {or the large shrimp
remouiade salad — that plastic seashell
pited high with iceberg lettuee and
peeled shrimp and thick dressing --
finished perfectly with a lew drops of
Tabasco. | know some {olks who starl
dreaming about a tried oyster po-boy
when they hit the Gulfport city Himils,
and the White Cap has a fine one. The
suntho is good, seems o be really
homemade.

I you're i Biloxi and near the
maring, then you've surely been to
McElroy's, an old establishment tucked
in between hotels and casinos on the
water at that end of Harrison County.
You haven’t lived unlil you’ve hoisted
one of those heavy, seemingly huge
heer glasses only o find the glass must
be an inch and a half thick, more glass
than brew. 1 especially like the crab
cakes on the mene and whatever is the
fresh fish of the day. The brave-hearled
love those oyslers on the hadf shell, and
if you're gaing to take the hepatitis risk
McElroy’s is a good place 1o do it

Fwas surprised and somewhat
disappoinied or my last cating

CXCursion

on the Coasl when |

went to an old {avorite, the Blow Fly
b in Handshoro (take West Pine off
Cowan Road a tew blocks north of
Pass Road. just before you cross the
litde Handsboro Bridge). | remember it
as a worrderful seedy road house
specializing in steak and ribs and ried
fish, with greasy paneling and & homey
atmosphere back in the days when we
didn’t even know words fike
“ambicnee” or “deja v The legend s
that the Blow ¥Fly Inn was started in the
FO50s as Hickory's Bar-B-Que, run by
Al and Mary Malone. There was
another restaurant in the vicinity and
people would ask the ewner where A¥'s
place was. Fhe other proprietor wounld
answer, (o 10 Pass Road, lake a right,
and follow the string of blow flies.”” Al
Mualone passed away, Mrs. Malone has
retired Lo her Tishing camp, and the ban
has been bought by some youager folks
with an updated view of Famity
restanranteuring.

The instde of the Blow Fly Inn now
has white painted walls, and the
outside sports a new-tooking deck
overlooking Bernard Bayou. The view
omce gave you the fecling of being out
in the middle of nowhere, like a private
lshing camp on a bayou in the woods,
Now you can see the new subdivisions
- eponomic progress! -~ encroaching

0on

the
little pateh
af wilderness,
The wall between the
main room and the old
porch has been removed, and

the bar, as well as the rest ol the
café, is decorated wilth color-book blow
flies colored by chitdren waiting {or
their kid’s meals,

The steaks and barbecue ribs are still
on the menuy, with that old warning
“No guaranty on well-done steaks,”
and the catsup bottle is part of the table
decoration, bul there’s some Taney-
smaney stufl taking over. Can you
imagine the Blow Fly serving “Pasta
Bernard with Creamn Sauce”™ or “Vead,
Crabmeat, Asparagus, and Creole
Hollandaise?” Check it out. [ had to
have Iried oyslers and onion rings and
the long-neck Barg’s, mysell.
Somehow it just didn’t have the cozy
teet of the old place, but F'm going to
try to like 1. There was a cooler chock
full of horemade desserts that were
awfully appealing, and that
quintessential decoration was still
prominent — heer neon.

- Speaking of tinke-honored places, T
stopped by Lillo’s up in the Delta on
Highway 82 at the outskirts of Eeland.
Takes me back fo the days when my
inother served up two pasta dishes she
dudn’t know to call “pasta™ spaghett
and macaroni ard cheese. Lillo’s was
(ounded by Fimmny and Conchietia Lillo
in 1947, Newspaper clippings on the
witlls of Ute restaurant recount that
their daughier Marie sang with the

Metropolitan Opera, resulling in some
celebrated visitors to the restawrant.
Me. Lilio had been born in Benoit, hut
he moved f0 New Jersey and learned
to make pizza. He came back and
brought home-cooked Falian food and
New Jersey pizza to the Delta,

Lillo’s is only open in the evening,
and I found ot the hard way thal the
4:30 opening time means the doors
open then bat the food isn't ready.
Longtime patrons remeinber Lillo’s as
a place to take your own hoitle of
wine, but they seli it now and you can
get a glass Lo Paisano or Chianli o go
with your food, or of course some
Califoruia offerings or a beer.

The speciaity of the house is touled
as Shrimp Supreme, shrimp broiled in
a thickened lewmon butter sauce and
served over spaghetli, and the
flounder is gowd. The offerings are
old-fashioned and served with a small
salad of iceberg lettuce and the tangy
Litlo's dressing that would make
Johason grass taste good, OF course,

m the midst of catlish country, there is
plenty of catfish on the menu prepared
i all the various ways. | preler the
pizza. the tirst Famous oflering,

And the drive back 1o Jackson?
Mhics of sun-parched sovbeans and
the local metal seaiptare, irsigation
equipment, and puffs of cotton
dropped adong (he side of the road.
Cireat big sky over the Hat Niclds. No
one’s in a hurry.

" spoiled, though, and I just don't
think there’s any seafood as good as
what 1 get every week at the
May flower Café right here in Jackson.
Sometimes things don’t work oul so
well when a younger gencration of a
Family takes over a place. But Mike
Kountouris™s tamily have done weli
by Mr. Mike, whao is stilf there al the
noor hour. The interior got a new coat
of paint for its cameo appearance in
“Ghosts of Mississippi,” and there are
reat fresh flowers on the tables and
wine gohlets for the wine you bring
in. I hope they don’t get too fancy and

start buying aluminum ice buckets (o
use instead of the tin ofive oil cany
wrapped with white napkins,

On the weekends you can get
special appetizers of crab cakes or
epaplant Josephine, thin stices of
egpplant deep [ried a golden color and
topped with crabimeat and a ight
Hollandaisc, or of course those
delicious onion rings. They don't have
oysters on the balf shell anymore,
probably afraid of the travel time from
the Coast 1o Jackson and the fear of
patrems” iliness. The come-back
dressing is still the tangiest in lown,
however, or the diet-conscious can geg
oif and vinegar. The fish is beyond
compare, always [resh and always
wedl prepared.

Well, now I'm hungry. How about
Jjoining me for some Redfish Jane?

Don’t forget to write. The Road
Lawyer, /o Pat Evans, HCBA
[ixecutive Director, 151 E. Guiltith
Street, Jackson, MS 38201, or ¢/o
wehmaster@hindsbar.com.

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to your need for professional
excellence from your accounttng experts. Our services include expert witness
testimony at depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts,
consultation on htigation options and approaches, support during the dis-
covery process, damage analysis and review, investigative auditing, forecasting
of economic losses, fraud audits, asset scarches and tracing of funds.

5280 Galaxie Drive B Post Office Box 13409 B Jackson, MS 39236-3409 B (601) 982-1591
145-B Main Street Bl Post OHice Box 263 ¥ Biloxi, MS 39533 B (228) 435-7903
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VANESSA ADDISON
P.O. BOX 20642
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39289

May 17, 1999

HINDS COUNTY BAR
ATTEN: PAT EVANS
P.O. BOX 151

East Griffith St,
Jackson, MS 39201

Dear Ms. Evans:

Once again, I have had the opportunity to attend People’s Law School. Afier attending
for the past four or five years, I had to write and let you know what a wonderful job you
are doing with the People’s Law School. People’s Law School gets better and better each
year. The environment is always relaxed and user friendly.

I would like to let Ms. Leyser Morris-Hayes know what an outstanding job she
did as Chairperson of the People’s Law School. I’'m sure she could tell by the
atmosphere that everyone was thoroughly enjoying themselves.

Your choetce of speakers, once again, was excellent. The judges and attorneys provided
valuable and knowledgeable information. Their willingness to answer questions and stay
past their scheduled times to make sure all questions were answered was impressive and
did not go unnoticed. I’'m sure when the attendees are in need of a good attorney, they
will definitely remember the ones who spoke and gave freely of their time at People’s
Law School.

Once again, [ would like to commend your staff for a great job and all of their hard work
in organizing this great event. 1 will look forward to seeing you next year at the Tenth
People’s School of Law.

Sincerely,

Vo A

Vanessa Addison
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HCBA Officer Candidates Announced

The Nominations Committee is pleased to announce the tollowing HCBA
nembers have gractousty agreed to run For office for the year 2000-2001.

The nominees for the three positions to be filled are:

Secretary-Treasurer Samugl Kelly
Willzan Wright

Director - Post 3 Lynn Risley
Brooks Buchanan

Direetor - Post 4 Runw Hague
Dennis Milier

The Association’s bylaws provide thal any other member of the HCBA may
he nominated by petitton stgaed by not fewer than 20 members in good standing
and filed with the Secretary-Treasurer on or belore fannary 15,

A ballot and biographicai sketch of each nominee will be nmiled o cach
member i good standing during the month of February. For further information,
please call HCBA Executive Director Pat Evans at 969-6097.

Henley Scholarship Memorial
A scholarship fund has been established in memory of
Judge Chet Henley at Union Planters Ba

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc. Viret €lass Mal

151 E. Griftith Street 1.5, Postage
Jackson, MS 39201 PAID
Jackson, M5
Permit #6570
FIRST CELASS




HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

FEBRUARY 1399

President’s
Column

By Mark A.
Chinn

T received many letters and personal
comments Trom our members on my last
article on “what we do to cach other.”
The tenor of most of them was that there
is a need for those things fo be said.
Several complained that young lawyers
are the problem, because they don’t
know how we do things. [ have heard
thig before, and there probably i need
for more law school and young lawyers
indoctrination. But, to tell you the truth,
most of my trouble is with older lawyers,
and not pecessarily lawyers you would
expect, It's with yor and me, depending
314 th Cil’Clll‘ﬂSlHliCC&

Here's who we are (by the way, 1 am
one of these people below and 'l buy
lineh at Nick’s for the First pesson who
writes me and felis me which one Fam},
Which one are you?

1. Bam Bam. This i the baby lawyer
with his big stick. The young lawyer
aggressively trying to make his name for
himsell. He operates under the assump-
tior that Litigation is Jike a boxing match
and your objective is ta knock the other
lawyer’s hesd off, He thinks it’s fun.

2. The Adolescent. The lawyer with
about ten years experience. This fawyer
i just coming into his own and feeling
the power, He wants people 0 know that
he arrived and is a force to be reckoned
with. He knows what to do and he
understands the force that he bas at his
disposal. The problem is that he is Jike a
teenage boy. He has the strength and
aitributes of ao adult, but not the
cxperience.

3. Fhe Advocate. The lawyer who
believes that the client is boss. Fhis

lawyer operates under the phifosophy that

people are paying him to be a sonofabitch.

He believes the client is King and has the
right to aggressive advocacy of his posi-
tion no matter what, This lawyer does not
believe that it is his place to iry to counsel
his chent on the long-term consequences
of his action or on the “right thing fo do.”
This Jawyer will assist a man in not pay-
ing child support.

4. Rambo. The lawyer who has per-
sonal problems. This lawyer has anger in
his heart {from personal history. He does
not know how to control his anger, so he
uses it in the attempt to control resuits,
Unfortuately, these lawyers are nsuatly
very start and cunning.

3. Albert Einstein (this is not me).
These are good-usually very intelligent.-
fawyers who have litile patience for what
they regard as the inadequacies of the rest
of us. They are going to teach the other
fawyers a lesson. 1f the other lawyer
doese’t promptly return His Excelleney's
teleptione cali, he will strike, to teach a

lesson. If the other lawyer should dare to
disagree with the intellecinal’s decree as
to the law 1o the case, the intellectual
lawyer will penalize him,

6. Oscar. This is the sloppy lawyer.
He does not have the training, ability or
interest in organizagion of his office. He
has work-—somefines 4 lot of #——and he
believes that be is in the practice of law
to help people, but he 18 not particularly
intense about it. He doesn’t charge a lot,
and he takes on hitile “causes.” Unfor-
unately, he doesa’t earn enough for his
efforts to have the staff necessary to
meel his volume of business. He finds
himsell in court atl the time hitigating,
He usually believes the client is King,
but not in the truly dangerous way of the
Advocate. Because of his disorganiza-
tion, ke doesn’t seturn phone calls, he
misses depositions, and he files things
without thinking. He really doesn’t
intend to be uncivik, but that’s how it
leels when you are on the othex end of it.

7. The White Knight. This Jawyer

Continued on page 13

December Membership Meefing - Judge Henry Wingate, United States Disirict
Judge, was the speaker at the December Hinds County Bar Association meeting.
He is pictured with Terey Wallace (Ieft), HCBA Program Chairman, and Mark

Chinn, HCBA President.

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON MEETING

Februaary 16, 1999

12:00 Noon

Capital Club

Lunch $10.00
CLE Presentation by Betty Daugherty

CLE $5.00

Lawyer Psychelogical Problems and Substance Abuse As it Atfects the Profession




HCBA Calendar
of Events

Februury 16

HCBA Membership Meeling
and One Hour Ethics CLE.
Noon. Capital Club

Aprit 20

HCBA Membership Meeting
and One Hour Ethies CLE.
Noen. Capital Club

May 6
Dinner Honoring the Judiciary.
6:30 p.m. Primos Northgate

June 15

HCBA Membership Meceting
and One Hour Ethics CLE.
Noon. Capital Club

CLE Calendar
of Events

Mearch 19

14th Annual Federal Practice &
Procedure.

UM-CLE, 601-232-7282

February 19
Tort Law Update.
UM-CLE. 601-232-7282

March 25

Limited Liability Vehicles
(ALI-ABA Satellite Seminar),
MC School of Law. 925-7{73

February 20

Fifth Aaoual Workers’
Compensation.
UM-CLE. 601-232-7282

Aprif 8

Copyright & Trademark Law
for the Nonspecialist

{PL1 Satellite Seminar).

MC School of Law. 925-7173

March 10
Summary of Recent MS Law.
Abhott & Weems. 601-234-6956

Advertisers Wanted

1t you or your firm or company wish to piace an ad in this newsleticr, please
notify the Execuotive Director, Pat Evans, at 969-6097, for rate information and
contract,

LEFOLDT KOOI

CERTTFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to your need for professional
excellence from your accounting experts. Our services include expert witness
testimony at depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts,
consultation on litigation options and approaches, support during the dis-
covery process, damage analysis and review, investigative auditing, forecasting
of economic losses, fraud audits, asset searches and tracing of funds.

5280 Galaxic Drive B Post Office Box 13409 W Jackson, MS 39236-3409 M (601) 982-1591
145-8 Main Street M Post Office Box 263 B Biloxi, MS 39533 M (228) 435-7903

Have your secretary make a special
note of this nmpe: Green Oaks Bed and
Breakfast in Biloxi. Next time you
need {0 be on the Coast overnight, try
this elegant inn on the beach at 580
Beach Boufevard. 1£'s owned by Court
of Appeals fudge Otiver Piaz and his
wife Jennifer and is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

In December 1 bad the pleasure of
seversl nights there while preparing for
a trial in Harrison County, and this
enchanting place made an otherwise
dreary week more like a vacation than
work, We felt guilty having such a
g¢ood rime on the job, and our group
didn’t want to leave - we called our
wives to come down for the weekend
instead of going home.

The porch swings on the second-
story verandah were the perfect view-
ing point for Biloxi’s annual Christimas
parade of boats, while we sipped wine
and ate in the babmy evening breeze,
The tovely kennifer, originaly from
some fas-distant Northwestern state, i
absolutely the quintessential Southera
hostess. She has elevated breakfast to
an art forn, and she served mouth-
watering sweet hreads, cookies, and
other gourmet offerings - sueh as
erepes with crabmeat — to her adoring
sests — on fine old china, of course.

1 knew not to utler those blagphe-
mous words, “I'1n on a dief,” in her
presence, Instead, | fodd myself that
oft-repeated refrain of the moderagely
obese, “1I start again next week.”

Green Oaks was built about 1820
upen propery gained at one point by
Spanish land grant, and the great house
is appointed with handsome antigues,
family heirlooms, and pretey linens.
The roonis have been intetligently
restored 10 accommodate the modern
business traveler, however, with tele-
phones and computer data ports in each
room. There is a fax machine in the
office, and Jennifer allowed us to trans-
form the hreakfast room into a confer-
ence and working area for our group
after breakfast.

There are five rooms ia the ain
house and three ia the guest cottage on
the back of the spacious, romantically
landscaped grounds. The streets behind
the house and the sidewadk in front
wade for a very pleasant jogging path
in the mornings. I can’t say enough
nice things about this place.

HIGHWAY EATS

By The Road Lawyer

While on the Coast, {
made it Lo ore casino spot,
the place to eat on the Coast
as far as 1'm concerned,
L.B's Steakhouse at the
Biloxi Grand. Iry the
abimond encrusted satmon
filet tor one of the best din-
ners your'll ever eat. The
salads are something o
write home about, [ prefer
the excellent Caesar, bat
what they call the summer
salad of sliced tomatogs,
mozzareita cheese, and basil is really
tasty. The popover-style rolls are to dic
for, and the oyster and artichoke soup
made you want to slap your grandima i
was so good.

LB’s is reaily a classy place (an oxy-
moron in a way - Fm told the nearby
tadies” room has been decorated in a
style our women described as “Jurassic
whorehouse™). 1t's not inexpensive,
and - apparently because the bubbas
and gamblers want 1o eat 99 or so items
on the all-yon-can-cat huttel elsewhere
in the Casino - this restaurant has not
heen fifled to capacity when [ was
there. They also serve grilled sleaks
and claim prime rib “the Grand way™ as
a specialty. And it’s possibic 1o gel &
very nice bottle of wine.

Now, some of the other folks in our
group went to Fisherman’s Wharf and
vociferously and downright obnoxious-
ty proclzimed that food as the best on
the Coast. Fhey liked ail the many
seafood offerings and the more casual
atmosphere,

Had time for one aflernoosn ol for an
arty excursion to Ocesn Springs. The
Walter Anderson Museum of Agt —
they're calling it WAMA now —is s
real credit to our state and a delightful
place to think on the right side of the
brain for an hour or s0, no matter how
many times you’ve been there before,

Nearhy Shearwater Pottery is anoth-
er throwback to a kinder, more tranguil
time where folks make clay things with
their hands. The glazes on the pottery
always inlrigue me and reatly pique my
artislic sensibilities. And geatle Miss
Marjorie is such a dear.

To fortily myself for an afternoon of
gatlery Iooking, T stopped for repast at
Le Croissant, the Freach Bakery Café
at 612 Washington Avenue in Ocean
Springs, just before you get o WAMA.

I had a homemade chicken salad sand-
wich on a whole-grain baguette - slap
grandma again.

As to the northern parl of the state, |
hate 0 report a recent tip to Batesville
revealed thal a restausant T lauded back
last Qctober ¢losed its doors before
Christinas — Sweet Basil’s on the
square downtown. [ looked Lo me as i
Mrs, Broome’s Collector Antiques
might be closed in a permancent sense
t0o. So, it was back to Bogie’s Deli on
Highway 6 for an Ttalizn salad with
Greek dressing and Boonie Mace’s
across Lhe street [or a commendable
blue-plate special. Hepe they both stay
aroune & while.

While 1 was in Batesvilic, T drove
about a mile north on Highway 51, up
from Highway 6, and visited the
Clothes Closet 1o see Peter’s Potiery.
He’s the crafisman who once worked
with the MeCarties in Merigold. His
potiery resembles the McCarty ware,
sene itenss rore than others.

On another visit o Grenada, [ éried
Aunt Clarg’s Calé st 131 South Main
Street. T highly recommend this place —
it’s open for full, artery-clogging break-
fast from 6:30 to 10:30 and tunch from
1:30 10 2:00. { had a tine platc lunch
for $5.00, chicken pot pie that was
made country-style with biscuits
instead of thin pie pastry, three well-
prepared vegetables, and iced tea. |
passed up a tempting list of desserts but
couldn’t restst the splendid yeast rold
and corn muffin. The former Thrift
Shop down the street was closed up and
vacant.

Hope you've been on the road look-
ing for places to recommend, Let me
hear from you at HCBA Headquarters,
151 E. Griffitly Street, Jackson, MS
39201, or ai hindsbar.com.
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1999 People’s Law School

‘The HCBA People’s Law School
Committee, chaired by Leyser Mormis-
[layes, 15 finalizing its plans for the
1999 People's Law School. This is the
ninth year for this program, a public
edncation project of the bar. Co-spon-
soring is The Clarion-Ledger.

The 7:00 10 9:00 p.nw. classes will be
four Tuesday mights: Aprit 20, April 27,
May 4, and May 11, The programs wiil
again be held in the Community Room
of The Clarion-Ledyger. The cost is §5
for individual sessions and $15 for all
four.

The People’s Law Scheol is
designed to answer everyday legal
guestions. The topies inchede:

April 20 - Introduction 1o
Mississippi’s Judicial System; Sinail
Claims Court/ the Municipal Court
System; How to Find a Lawyer,

April 27 - Landlord/Tenant Law;
Fair Housing Initiative; Consumer
Protection.

May 4 - Family Law/Domeslic
Relations; Employment Eaw.

May I | - Bankruptey/The Fair
Credit Coltection Acl; Wills and
Estutes.

Serving on the People’s Law School
Commitlee are: Elizabeth Baine, Shei
Flowers, John C. Henegan, Joann
Neison, Peter 12oran, LaVerne Edney,
Mike Rhodes, Mitzi Dease Paige,
Vangeia Wade.

WANTED: Cartoonist

for newsletter. Salary negotiable.

Call 969-6097

By JTohn Land MeDavid

Every Jawyer knows Abraham
Lincoln said, “A lawycr’s time is his
stock in trade.”  Had he been potitically
correct he would have said “her or his
stock in trade” or even “her stock in
lrade.”

Hanest Abe also made an astule but
lesser known stulerment abowl legal fees.
The Library o America’s two volume
set Abrabam Lincoln Speeches aid
Writings 1832-1858 inctudes the Fal-
lowing lctter, written while the Great
Emancipator was practicing law in
Springfield, Hiinois:

Springfield, Nov, 2 1842
Jas. 8. rwin Esqr.

Owing to my absence, yours of the

22nd. ult. was not received aitl this

moment.
Judge Logan & myself are willing to
attend o any business in the Supreme

Court you may send us. As to fees, itis
impossible to estabhish a role that will
apply in ali, or even a great many cases.
We believe we are never accused of
being very unreasonzhle in this particu-
far; and we would always be casily sat-
isfied, provided we could see the money
— but whatever fees we earn at a dis-
tance, if not paid before, we have
noticed we aever hear of after the work
is done. We therefore, are growing a
listte sensitive on that point. Yours &c.
Many think Coba Gooding, b was
the [irst famous American 10 say,
“Show me the money!” In fact, it was
the Railsplitier, A. Lincoln, sixteenih
presicent of the United States, whose
birthday (February 12) we celebrate on
Monday, February 15¢h this year.

A. Lincoln On Legal Fees

 Agency Records
Archiving
By Barry Povell
If you have ever need non-current

records from the State agencies or
county or municipal elfices, you will

_ want to become {amiliac with the

“retention schedules™ that ave in place
or in process for all records created by
all fevels of government in Mississippi.

Retention schedules are suggested
by state agencies according Lo the use
they make of records; reviewed by
State Records Manager Dwight Harris
and other officiuls al the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History in
light of laws, avchival value, confiden-
tiadity snd other considerations; and
presented to the State Records
Committee for action,

At their quarterly meelings, the
SRC’s live members decide how long
particular types of State agency records
are to be kept. Most will probably be
disposed of or destroyed after those
specilied periods of time, Some are
“scheduted” to become permanently
located in the agency or the State
archives.

Similar subhmissions, reviews, and
decisions are made concerning the vari-
ous Kinds of records kept in courthous-
es and municipal offices throughout the
state. These proposed schedules are
submitted {0 the Local (rovernment
Records Committee, whose 16 mem-
bers also meet quarterly.

To find out about the schedules for
recotds of potential interest to you,
contacl:

Dwight Harris

State Records Manager
929 High Strect

Jackson, MS 39202
Telephone (601) 354-7688
Fax {601) 354-7393

ur

Bili Hanna

Local Goverament Records Olhice

Past Office Box 571

Jackson, M5 39205-0571

Telephone (60H) 359-6804

Fax (601) 359-6975

You can alsa get some details at
www, mdah.state.ms.usfindex honl.

Other than the teom “family values,”
“teadership” is surely the wost misused,
abused and misunderstood word i the
Linglish language, especially where pub-
tic officials are concerned. Leadership,
fike excellence, family values and other
cliches of the 90s, is much (oo easy Lo
repeat in public and exceedingly more
ditficult to practice on an everyday basis.

[Leadershis requires clements ol
vision, good will, conumitment and
courage in the face of so much
enirenched negativity that pervades the
maodern world. T also requires o healthy
dose of self-conlidence and a correspond-
ing sublimation ol ego if it is 10 be done
effectively.

As it is oflen said, teaders are individ-
vals who want to do something rather
than just be something. And so as we
enter another election yeur in Mississippi
and the millennimu creeps ever closer, 1
offer you my picks, pro and con, for lead-
crship over the past few months and years
with the hope that in the days 16 came it
sty inspire those who have the ability
and inclination 16 lead w step forward for
the common good.

1. Attorney General Mike Moore - The
four bitlion dollar tobacco settlement tops
a lengthy Nist of accomplislimenls over
the past eleven years. Lven more impor-
gant 1s the posiive impression our
Attoraey General makes on the national
stage. Mississippi could use more Mike
Moores in state govemment and on the
network news.

2. The Mississippi Legislature - While it
15 a popular pastime to take shots al the
legistature, all i all they have done a
commendable job in raising Mississippi
from the bottom of just about every
objective measuring criteria to a position
of cconomic progress and soctal promise.
No, they're not perfect, but they are sure
doing better than Congress,

3. Mississippi’s University and College
Presidents - Just look at what Robert
Khayat hus done for Ole Miss: Howell
Todd, for Mississippi Caollege:; and the Jist
goes on. 1f we could only repticate their
vision and energy for K through 2.

4, Jackson Mayor Harvey Johnson -
After an unsure stat, the Mayor 1s letling
his accomplishments speak for (hem-
selves, Juckson City Council take note.
5. Lieutenant Governor Ronaie
Musgrove - The President of the Senate

By Captain Fguity

proves whal your parents abways told
you: People catch nore flies with honey
than with vinegar. Governor lake noie.
6. MCi WarldCom Chatrman Bernie
Ebhers - Ten years ago, LIS was just
another [ocal niche company reselling
long distance service. And now. ... |
still lind it hard o believe that what was
just an idea on a napkin i 1983 is now
one of the giants in the global lelecom-
nunicanons iswdusiry. And iCs based here
in Metro fackson. Bernic Ebboers and
company have done a fol to criase decades
ol negative image and mslilntiona inferi-
ority Lhat have plagued Mississippi seem-
ingly forever,

7. The Jacksen Airport Antherity -
Think back ten years and ask yourself:
are we better off now than then? The
answer is clearly yes. Besides the addi-
tien of Southwest Airlines and the retwn
of American Airline’s jets, there are other
positive factors, Air freight is way up,
there is an cver inereasing rumber of car-
riers, and, best of ali, Thompson Fickd
naily tooks like a real airport as opposed
to a location for Pleasantville,

8. Mississippt Prosecutors - Who had
the guts, patience and skifl to put Sam
Bowers, Pete Halat and the Dixie Mafia,
andd other potorious fetons behind bars,

9. Jackson Area Charities - From the
Animal Rescue Leagne o the Stewpot to
Habital For Humanity, Jackson™s charity
organizalions prove thal charity is far
from dead in the city aad that there are
plenty of selfless people trying to do the
gight thing,

H). The Hinds County Bar Association
« Despite the more-than-cccasional bad
rap lawyers get, everything in sumber
aine can be said again for the many and
varied positive programs sponsored by
the Hinds County Bar.

Unfortunately, not all the news is good.
The following is my offering of would be
leaders who could do better:

10. & 9. Governor Kirk Fordice (one
spot for each failed term as Governor}-
For yelling, veloing and forgetting tis
way through etght years as Governor.

8. Former Governor Ray Mahus - For
spending his last year in the Goversor’s
Mansion pouting after the logislature
woulde’t give him everything he wanted,
thus unwitlingly becoming the proximate
cause of the fast eight years of govern-
raent by laatrum.

7. President Bill Clinten ~ He sayy all
the right things about values; he makes
ali the best use of symbols; but he has the
credibility of a hupgry, talking dog who
sedlemndy promises to bring you a steak
home from the butcher shop if you will
just tuck a twenty dotlar bilt in his collar,
6, The Jackson City Council (Most, but
nct all) - Due to space limitations, | ask
that you take judicial notice of this one,
5. Local Talk Radio (with a few excep-
tionsy - For its mindless, uninformed con-
spiracy theory freatinent of just about any
issue from race relations to impeachment
to globsl warming to monicipat govern-
ment,
4, Policemen, Sheriffs Deputies And
Other Law Enforcement Officers who
commt erimies - People swors 1o
uphold the law shouldn’t be setling drugs
or stealing petty cash from blind vendors
at the Courthouse, Nothing causes peo-
ple to ose hope quicker or become cyni-
cal faster than a bad guy who hides
behind a badge.
3. 'Fhe Mississippi Legislature - For
continuing to tax groceries and medicine;
far not requiring mandatory lizbility
insurance as a condition for deiving an
automobile in this state; and, for pot
reversing the Governor's veto on nursing
homes. '
2. The Mississippt Baptist Convention -
For opposing legistasion to allow
Mississippians to fake courses in our
higher education system so as to fully
participate in the state’s tulti-biltion dol-
lar gaming industry. Nothing belps the
soud ard the economy better than a good,
konest job. Why not train our people to
fuily participate in this imporiant sector
of the economy?
1. Racists OF All Colors - Things arc
bad enough in this area already.
Hveryone of every color and ethoic back-
ground should aniformly and consistently
refuse 16 let these jerks continue Lo
espleil race in this ¢ity and state for their
twisted ageadas which are both public
and personal.

8o here’s (o leadership. Long may it
ttourish - even in an election year,

{Editor’s note: The viewpoinis expressed
in this colwmmn are solely those of Caploin
Fauity and are not to be attributed to the
Hinds County Bar Association, ix officers
and directors, or its editorial board. |
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2nd and 4th Congressional Districts

On Janvary 4, 1999, Chief Judge
Billy (i. Bridges presided over the
investilure of newly clected Judges
Tyree [iving and L. Joseph “loe” Lec
to begin four-year terms on the
Mississippi Court of Appeals. They
were clecled 1o represeat the Second
and Fourth Congressional Disteicls,
respectively.

Judge Fyree
Irving is a
nalive of
Greenwood,
where he
graduated
from
Amanda Elzy
High School.
He carned an

; undergradu-
ate degree from Jackson State
Einiversity and taught four years in
public schools before seeking his law
degree from the University of
Mississippi.

After admission o law praclice in

By David 1. Trewolla
December of 1974, Judge lrving began
his legal carcer as faw clerk to the late
Chiet Justice Robert (i, Gillespie of the
Mississippi Supreme Court. He has
enjoyed a varied legal career, which
includes service as an Ewrl Warren
Fellow intern with the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, Assistant U.S. Atlorney
for the Northern District of Mississippi,
and partoer in the private firm of Walls.
Buck & frving, Lid.

From 989 until his efection 1o the
Court of Appeals, Judge Irving wis a
solo practitioner in Greeawood. Judge
Erving is a member of Wesley United
Methodist Chusch and past president
and treasuter of the Magnolia Bar
Association. fudge Trving is macricd o
the former Fihola Garrett Collins, and
they have six chifdren.

When asked to voice concemns he
may have about the current status of the
legat profession, Judge Irving noted,
“The public does nol have a balanced
perspective regarding the tremendous
increase in fifigation and Lhe cost

jury in the box for your client.
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associated with il.” While he is com-
mitted to the speedy disposat of cases
belore the Court of Appeals, his expe-
diGous handling of cases will not
sacrifice “thorough and thoughiful
consideration of the issues presented by

i : the litigants.”
A Lamar
County native,
Judge joe
Eee is a prad-
uate of
Eumberton
1Tigh School.
He attended
the University
of Southern
Mississippt and graduated from
William Carey College. He earned lis
1. D, Degree from the Jackson School
of Law and was admitted (o law prac-
tice in 1973,

In addition 1o his longlime privale
practice in Jackson, Judge Lee is a for-
mer ownerfoperator of Baldwin-Lec
Funeral Homes and is an adiunct pro-
(essor ol business law al William
Carcy. He is professionally associated
with the Mississippi Frial Lawyers and
Criminal Defense Lawyers
Associations, having served the atter
as its president. Judge Fee has two
adult sons and is a member of the
Catholic Church.

Admitting that he is “no stranger to
hard work” Judge Eee interds to apply
that same work ethic &0 his position on
the courl. He strongty believes thal
fawyers can fiave a positive impact on
society by becoming more involved in
their communities, thereby stemming
the growing lide of criticism toward the
profession. He further acknowledgpes
the importance of achieving more than
the minimuem continuing Jegal educa-
tion in order to stay abreast of the Taw.

Both of these new judges expressed
their sincere honor to be seated on the
Court of Appeals. Their extensive
experience will be invaluable as they
seek to improve the administration of
justice. They especially expect lawyers
to be prepared and punctual when
appearing before the court,

The Hinds County Bar Association
extends 158 congratulations to Judges
Irving and Lee, invites them to atlend
Assoctation functions whencver possi-
ble, and encourages them to call upen
Hs members {or assistance as needed,
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President’s Update

By Meark Chinn

Here's an update on many of the
things that owr menmbers are working on.

Homeless Shelter and Relief. Brooks
Buchanan has been working on a cou-
ple of projects to help the “homeless.”
Brooks has met with Luther Ott on at
feast two oceasions, Luther is a lawyer
and minister who operates the Stewpot
and ils ministry.

There are people who get discharged
from Whiitield who need a home uniil
they can be returned (o their families,
These people typically receive around
$500 per month in SST or other bene-
fits. They are housed in privately run
homes in the Stewpot area. The private
hoimeowners become custodians of the
funds andd apply most of the funds 1o
rent and lees for providing housing. We
teel there is & need for lawyers Lo serve
as custodians for these funds and to
help these people obtain the best level
of care possible under the circum-
slances.

[ have beent Lo the Stewpol several
times now at funch to sit and talk with
the patrons. Sitting with theny is
rewarding. Many of them are suflering
from mental problenis which preveat
them from entering the mainstream.
Others are recovering from addiction. it
is inspiring to see how these people
mainiain thelr good nature and spiritu-
ality in the face of their difficulty. They
are worthy of our support.

Any lawyer who is interested in
cxperiencing the rewards of being
among these people can do a couple of
things, You can call on Brooks or
Luther to see how you can help, or, you
can simply go down to the Stewpot at
lunch time and have lunch. 1's good
and it's free. Brooks and 1 are looking
at setling up a vehicle Tor us to serve as
guardians lor these people.

F.uther says there is a pressing need
for 2 well-run home for peaple who
have been discharged from Whitfzeld
and other institations. He says there are
funds svaitable to build such a build-
ing. When the building is buili, there
are peopte with 857 and other benefits
who could pay those benclils Tor care.

Al Lather needs 18 an entity suel as
us Lo act as cafalyst to make it happen.

The project seems too ambitious, bul
alt ol the elements are there, and 1
would like o take a shol at il. We are
working on it, and I ask anyone who
would like 10 help 1o let me or Brooks
or Luther know.

Partners Training. Partners is a pro-
gram designed to teach high schoaol
seniors how o be beller marriage part-
ners, 1tis sponsored by the ABA
Family ELaw Section of which [ am an
active member. The vehicle for the pro-
graim is a manual with a video tape
which contains skits of comfrontations
of a young married couple.

After the confrontation, a counselor
teaches the stucdents how the situation
should be handied. The couple is
shown handling the situation properly,
Alter the tape is played, the leacher
takes the students through some fun
drills to learn the techniques.

Lawyers fullill the role of educating
the students about the divorce systen.
We lave just completed a pilot program
at Jackson Academy. For six weeks we
taught three classes cach Thursday. The
students were very recepiive and
enjoyed the program. Perhaps JA wiil
have a higher percentage ol successiul
marciapes.

Melissa Gardner has agreed (o try (o
implement the program in other schoots
such as MRA and Jackson Public
Schools. Here's what we need. We need
firms to ante up $400 for each school’s
program to purchase the tape and man-
wl. We also need lawyers who are well
versed in faily law to attend some of
the classes.

H you would like to see this projeet
in your child’s school, let Melissa
know, As with the Stewpol, you will
find that participation in this program is

just as fun and rewarding for you as il

is the peaple you are trying 10 assist,
By the way, The Clarion-Ledger did 2
mice feature on our work in this project
al JA.

Parenting Classes. People going
through divorce need help with parent-
ing their children in divorce. Those of
you with children who are not divorced
know how important it is € maintain a
stable, unified front in dealing with the
nceds of your childeen. Just imagine
how ditficult this is when the marriage
is destroyed and there is distrast,
resentment, and anger between the

farents! Those of you who have been
through this can attest 1o the difficulty.

Anather problem is that chifdren in
divoree often biame themselves for the
divorce. And the worst problem to me
is the fact that when one parent attacks
or ¢riticizes another parent in Front of
the childven, they are really altacking or
criticizing the child’s sense of identity.
It ¢ very destruelive to the child,

Many people cither don’s know
ihese things or they do not have the
cducation and training to refrain from
the destrucve conduct. Parenting
¢lasses for divorcing couples can hetp
with these problems, Many jurisdic-
siony require these classes of divorciang
parents. A leading program is i Dallas,

We want o inslifute these programs
in our azea. Lisa Midler has agreed fo
help. Lisa and 1 have met with
Chancellor Steart Rohinson on this, and
he is supportive. We have afso miet with
Chancellor Bill Lutz, and he will
implement our frst program. We hope
to also meet with Chanceltors John
Cirant and "Fom Zebert.

Clothes for those who need them.
Dorian Turner and Rhonda Cooper are
working on providing professional
clothing to JUL's Closet, a discownst
clothing store sponsored by the Jackson
Erban League. The store s located at
the Jackson Medical Madl. Cur Hinds
County Bar will have a special section
of the store which contains professional
clothing For purchase or borrow Tor
people 10 wear Lo job Tnterviews or to
work. Dorian and Rhonda will be mak-
ing the first delivery of ¢lothing shortly.
They have a list of firms who are con-
trihuting. H you or your firm is interest-
¢d 16 helping, please call Derian or
Rhonda.

Professional Award. Johm
McCullouch is heading a committee
designed by Lacry Franck and his com-
miftee 10 select eme of our members (or
leadership in professionslisn. The
award will be presented at our May
hanguet. The Board has allacated up to
$1,000 for the award! It will be special!
Please send the name of a nominee o
Fehn McCullouch.

Professionalisim Institute. Louls
Baine, I, is working on creating a
Professionalism Institute. Such
institutes exist in Texas and Georgis,
Louwis witl be visiting the institule in

Allanta in carly February.

Member Benefits, We have contact-
ed the Capitad Club and the Umversity
Club about offering a reduced or Free
membership in their club to our mem-
bers. We have a positive response {rom
both and & proposal from the Capital
Club. We hope to have a selection af
our next Board meeting. | envision pro-
vidig this benefil to our members. In
addition, though, 1 envision cresting a
Hinds County Bar lunch day and table
each week where members can congre-
gate and eat and socialize. This could
he expanded, of cowse, (o create a
cocktail hour each week.

Free CLE. The CLE committee will
be presenting a [ree six hour seminar
for owr members. You wilf see publict-
ty on this. Wilh this free six howr semi-
nar and our free fancheon CLIE, our
members can obtain all their CELE for
free.

Advertising. This association hasg
not even hegun to tap the adverlising
resources that exist. There are many
direct legat providers and other busi-
nesses who are probably very interest-
ed in catrying their message 10 our
1200 members. We want to give them
an opportunily ta do that and to also
provide our organization with fiunds
and benefits. This is & very important
project to our organization,

Keith Obert is working o this
because EFan confident in his ability to
really make some things happen. H you
know of a husiness or provider that
would want to provide benelits or
advertise in our newsletter or our ban-
quel progran, please call Keith. It is
my hope that kaw firmg wilt also help
us with program advertising for our
May baneuet, just as they have lor the
goif lournament.

Fong Range Planning, Ben Piazza
is working on our fong-range plan.
This organization has the capacity to
domore than it is doing: More for its
members and more for the commuanily.
We need to decide just how mueh and
what we want to do in the future. Ben
is aso working on a motto and symbol
for the organization, The Hinds
Community College marketing class is
working on this £or us,

1 have also asked Ben to look into
obtaining golf shirts, coffec cups, and
the Like [or us e purchase with the new
Fhnds County Bar fogo on it. It is my

opinion that Lhis organization nceds
staff o assist Pat Bvans. | also believe
we have the opportonity to have an
office or building.

Judges Commniftee. Robert (ibbs i
chair of our Judges Commitlee. We
have abready lad one enprecedented
meeting of Hinds, State, and Federal
Judges. Fo my surprise, some ol themy
did not know eacl other. The meeting
wits very praductive snd all of the par-
ticipants wanted (o continue with meet-
ings, so a second one was scheduled
for the Capital Club at lunch January
26, We will probably try 10 have one
more before my ferm ends.

Robert is also working hard on
plans for our banguet. We have asked
Fohn Grisham to come. We shadl see. [f
he docsn’t come, we are thinking of
shortersing the banquet, and not having
i speaker, and cularging the social
hour.

The Judges Comunittee is also work-
ing vn using our library fund Lo provide
technotogy for our court rooms, Ruma
Hague, chairman of the library tund, is
assisting with this.

People’s Law School. Leyser Hayes
has agreed 0 chair this commitice. She
wot a late stact because | detayed mak-
ing a decision on continuing this pro-
eram. Attendance has slackened in the
fast couple of years, We decided to go
farward with the program because it is
the right (hing to do, no maller how
many peopte attend. Too often we are
preoceupied with numbers. Leyser hag
done a heroic job of assembiing a panel
of speakers. The program will run in
April and May.

Dancing Rablit Excursion. Stuart
Kruger is working on plans for a day
excursion to Dancing Rabbif in the
Spring. An attempl at a fall excursion
was scuttled by the dentise of the
I2ancing Rabbil greens. 10 you are
mterested, call Stuzsrl.

The el tormament wiil take place
again in August, This last year, we had
over HO gollers and contributed »
record $7,000 to the Volunteer Lawyers
Project run by Phyllis Thornton at the
Misstssippi Bar

Blast Fax. Our Board has appropri-
ated lunds necessary for Pat Evans ta
instifute 2 “blasl fax” to our member-
sliip. This will allow us to gef inforn:-
ation fo alt of our members
instantancously.

Membership. We have arccord
membership this year of nearly 12400
members, but there are approximately
1000 Lawyers in our arca who are not
members. We are appoioting 2 mem-
bership committee and looking o
hiring a markeling student or intern o
assist us on a part-time basis 1o reach
ot i the nom-members.

Publicity. We are trying to publicize
our organization and its members
mere. Leslie Bobo agreed to help us
wilh this. In the recent months, you
have seen a fealure on our prolession-
alism lectures in The Clarion-Ledger,
pictures of our Board in several papers,
Stuart Kruger on TV, about the golf
tournament’s contribulion o Volunteer
Lawyers Project, and a feature article
in The Clarion-Ledger about the
Partiers Course. We want the public 1o
know shout the service that lawyers
and our organization provide Lo the
commuaity.

Professional.
Clothes Needed

In March 1999, the Black Lawyers
Parlicipation in the Profession
Commitice wilt open a clothes closet
outtet. The Iackson Urban Leagne las
araciousiy agreed (o atlow the
Committee te use a portion of its closel
outlet, which iy focated at the Fackson
Medicat Mail on Woodrow Wilson
Erive, for this project.

The purpose of the clathes closel is
0 assist persons who have interviews,
or who are beginning new jobs, and do
not have appropridle or good clothing to
wear. Therefore, the donated clathes
should be of a good guality and
condition.

The Commitiee is secking kawyers
and law firms to donate work ¢lothes
that will be rented or sold, at reduced
prices, {o disadvantaged or homeless
individuals. A commitment to donate as
many clothes as possible and on a regu-
lar hasis will keep the inventory
stocked.

For more information, you may con-
tact Commitice members, Dorian
Turner, 353-3234, JoAnne Nelson, 960-
8016, and Rhonda Cooper, 856-25%4.
With your help and participation, this
endeavor can be successtul.
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Civility: Its Costs and Rewards

Gieneral Shernzan is reputed to have
said “War is hell and the more kell you
put in i, the better war it is.” Eikewise,
some lawyers seem to believe that law is
an adversary syslem and (he more adver-
sity we putinto i, the better the system is.

Seriously, some lawyers do seem to
believe that adversity is a necessary part
of the legal system and that civility - that
is, politeness and courtesy, — is unfawycer-
like. ‘Fo a degree, this behiel is under-
standable, {3t is not acceptable, however,
Jee Lthe Mississippi Bar Guidelines for
Professional Conduct and Standards of
Litigation Conduct,)

As lawyers, we are expected 10 be
feghters, and our sworn duty is to vigor-
ously represest our clients. Fherefore, in
spite of our inclination o be civil, we are
comeerned this will be viewed as weak-
ness by our adversaries and lack of vig-
orous representation by our clients.
Thus, civility, if it is not understood by
our client, may cost us the trust and
cventually the representation of that
client, This, of course, s a serious prob-
lem, especially for younger Jawyers with
new clicnts and who have not yet gained
the measure of client confidence that
comes from long experience.

Before taking the casy way out and
huilding a reputation as & Rambo-type
fawyer, however, 1 ask you to consider
the following,

We lawyers not ondy owe our clients a
daty of vigorous representagion but also a
duty of effective representation. That is,
we owe il to our clients Lo achieve their
goals guickly and with a minimun of
cost. To do se we need to remember
that, regardless of our practice area, (o
achieve these goals we must deal with
other fawyers. Civility breeds civility,
and things go more smoothly and get
done more quickly when lawyers are
civil to each other, even if this means we
respond to rudeness with coutlesy.

Chents do have a legitiniate complaint
il we appear too friendly to the apposing
lawyers, and civility should never be
conlused with friendliness. Qur personal
feelings toward the other attorneys,
friendly or otherwise, should never be a
factor in this equation.

Civility does niean, however, being
respectful. [t also means keeping our
connitments - small and farge, written
and wnwritten, expressed and implied -
and confining the conflict between the
patlies to just (hat and keeping it from

By Thewmas W Crocketi

being a conflicl between the Tawyers,
This Tast point may be the most diffi-
cult. When the other fawyer conducts
himself with » fack of civility, it takes a
real professional not to reply in kind, A
firm and forcetu! but courteous reply,

however, accomplishies three ends for our -

clients.

First, it completely throws the other
lawyer off balance. A civil reply is not
whati he expeeted. He does not know
how to handle .

Second, # focuses everyone’s atlen-
ton to where it belongs —— resolving the
conflict between the partics. Third, it
sends a signal that you have confidence
in the merits of your cause and in your
own compctence t0 prevail on the merits,

Done propedy, this is a strong mes-
sage that is not likely to be lost on your
adversary. A bit of advice - you may
wish to explain (o your client your rea-
sons lor responding in this matter to be
sure that she does not mistake it for
weakness,

The truly professional Iawyers witl act
ta absorb Lhe hostilily between the parlies
and net escalate it. They will foeus their
cnergies on winning for their client and
pol vindicating a personal insalt, in

other words, they represent sot them-
setves but their clients and represent
thent well,

This pays off. In the long run, con-
ducting yourself with civility will build
your practice and enhance your reputa-
Lion 4mong your peers.

That i not the only reward of civility,
Chvility benefits the tegal system within
which we work and inr which we are
responsible, We have an adversary sys-
tem because society has decided that this
is Lthe best way to resolve dispules fairly
and with the least cost to society. The
adverseness in our system is not the end
but is & means to this end. Chyility on the
part of everyone in the system simply
makes i work betier,

Not oply does civility enhance our
reputation and improve the systeny within
which we work, bot there is one more
reward which may be the most inypor-
tanl. When we set our own standard of
behavior and reluse o allow others to
cause us fo depart [rom this standard, we
demonstraie to ourselves that we respect
our own decisions and control owr own
actions, This is called seiferespect. In
the final analysis, civility is its own
reward.

Impeathment Brief
By John Land McDavid

With brevity exceeding the Genesis
account of the Creation, the provisions
of the Constilution of the United States
concerming the impeachment of the
president, just one hundred and eighty
words, are:

Artigle I, Section 2. The House of
Representatives shadl ... have the sole

Power of Impeachinent.

The Senate shall
have Ih- ‘;OIL l’oww w n'y all
Iupeachments, When sitting tor that
Purpose they shail be on Oath or
Affirmation, When the President of the
United States is tried, the Chief Justice
shatl preside: And no Person shall be
convicted without the Concurrence of
two thirds of the Members present.
Judgment in Cases of Impeachment
shait not extend further than to removal
from Qhlice, and disqualification to
hold and enjoy any Otfice of honor,
Trust or Profit under the United States:

bul the Party convicted shall neverthe-
less be liable and subject to Indictment,
Trial, ludgment and Punishment,
according to Law.

Amncle 11, Sectig The President

xl 1zl hdve Puwcr to ﬂrzmt reprieves
and Pardons for Olfenses against the
United States, except in Case of
Impeachment.

Article B}, Section 4. The President,
Vice President and all civil Olficers of
the United States, shalif be removed
from Ofice on Tmipeachment for, and
Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or
other high Crimes or Misdemeanors.

Anticle 111, Section 1. The Frial of

alt Crimes, except in Cases of
Impeachment; shali be by Jury...

If history repeats itself the nest
tmpeachment trial of 2 president will be
in the year 2130, Be there!

Ready lor YZK? Some are, some aren’t,
hut before we get there, most of 1999 is
ahead of us. Here's an inkling of what's in
slore.

New processors will get faster, and old
anes will get cheaper. Not a week after
announcing its 450 MHZ Xeon chips, ntel
has anounced that its latest chip, known in
development as Katmai, will be the
Pentium I with first-quarler shipments to
ron at 450 MHZ and 500 MHZ, and
improved audio, video, and speech recogni-
tion capabilities. 1f, however, you want the
real fulure, bte] will show jo the
Millennium year with the TA-64 and 64-bil
processing technology.  For lawyers, the
gain in word-processing speed will be
scarcely poticeable, but for gamers {Quake
H. anyone?), the envelope will be pushed
yel agatin.

That means that prices of the low-end
Celeron and Pentium TEs wilt fall; thus, a
computer that would have knocked your
socks off a couple of years ago can now be
had for under a thousand dollars.
According to Giga [nformation Growp, in

1998 the average price of a PC dropped
from 52,200 to $1,800. and this year the
average will tall to under $1,200.

[asuflicient toys to play with? We
should all be careying laptops with docking
bays at the house and office, but palm tops
are now serious players. 3Com's PalmPilot,
4.57 5 37 % .57, uns on two AA batteries
and includes a backht seeeen, date hook,
calculator, memo pad, to-do list, address
hook, and expense manager, and, of course,
infraced technology o synchronize with
your desktop instead of those silly cables.

Monitors? Flat panel displays have been
out for some lime now, but are still very
pricey. ViewSonic's VGEED, for example,

is an 18,17 viewable, 100 degree viewinyg
angle, 1280 X 1024 resolution LCD
ViewPanel that takes less space thas my
briefease, The marketing pitch? “PC sold
separately.” 98 and NT 4.0 will continug to
evolve with service pack releases, awailing
the release of Windows 2000 next year,
combining both systems. Fhis year,
Microsofl will infrodiuce Office 2000,
whose screen views will fook just like an
Enternet browser, bul which will also be a
reul resource hog,

On Computing

By Joel Howell

Linux, the [reeware operating system,
will draw more altention. Yes, Virginia, #'s
youwrs for the asking, but tncky. Simply put,
the source code is really FREE, meaning
the kernel of the operating system can be
downloaded for nada. Tt & far cry from
plug and play {on the other hand, ever tricd
a Windows upgrade on your own?).
However, distributors will hegin selling
compiled versions with support, flattening a
daunting user corve. Available software
now includes a WordPerfeet version, with
most of the major players {save Microsoft)
joining the bandwagon.

This year will also see the flth geacra-
tion of inlernct browsers from Microsofi
and Netscape, While you can stifl wait on
these, the desktop of the future will fally
integrate the browser with applications (all
trite, T varying degrees, of the Microsoft,
Macintosh, and Linux systems). Got an
office network and email? The foture will
be intcanets with uniforin browser looks for

all uses. Time to get a good consultant and
starl planuning!

Need more tegal bookmarks for your
browser? Here are some good ones:
I, Findlaw (woowdindlaw.com), the Swiss
Army knife of legal research,
2, Thomas ¢hitp:/ithomas loe,gov), which
inciudes the full text of pending bills and a
lot of related information.
3. Law Lists (www.lib.uchicago.edu
f~Nowflawlists! mlolitmb, a Hst of law-
related discussion groups).
4. Legal Information Tnstitule
(www.law cornelbedu), which is the Tinest
Supreme Court offering in 2l the land.
5. Martindale-Hubbel: (www wid.com and
www,martindale .com) The content of
these two doesa’t coincide, so check bowh if
you're looking for focal counsel or a faw
school classmate.

Questions or comments? Drop me an
emat at 76616,1020 @corpuserve.com, or
betier yel, webmaster @hindshar.com.

4"*¥

The most dlmcult problems require tl'u,

1’1108[, lllll()Vathe resp()rlscs When e shiadows of titde

problems loons, a wnigoe approsch niakes adt the dilference, Missssppt Valley 1 e responds,
With indepth knosdedge to senve your local needs instanty,. Strevssh o offer itionsl resonves

ancl reserves humiediately, Flexibitity o clunge with your business ceadily. Call us today.

MISJSISSIPPI VALLEY TITLE
+" INSURANCE COMPANY

1-GOT-AG0028 o 18172124, wivw ivt.cam




Far

Oue quiet atternoon a couple of

memths ago, T was working on a project

at the Mississippi Department o
Archives and History. This undated
newspaper article fell under my gaze. |
copied it and brought it back o check
the date of the statute.

1 discovered pretty casily that the
statute was enacted in 1916, That led
me to check (he subjects tested upon,
Applicants needed pretty broad back-

An Editorial To Share

By Carol West

ercund i law, since the statude Histed
the subjects for testing as: real property,
personal property, pleading and evi-
dence, commercial law, criminal Jaw,
chancery and chancery pleading, statute
law of Mississippi, constitulions ol the
United States and Mississippi, federal
and state practice, federal staluges retal-
ing to the judiciary and bankrupley,
professional ethies, and such other sub-
Jects ax the board may deetn proper.

i

-

The statute recogmzed diploma privi-
lege for Ole Miss “Bachelor of Eaws™
graduates. The chancelior is only
reqatired 1o carcfully inguive into the
meral character of the applicant, deter-

* mine if he were a citizen of the Uniled

States and restdent of Mississippi over

the age of 21, and examine the original

of Tris diploma. Then he may be admit-
ted to practice without examinalion.

On and afler January 1 applicants for admission to

STATE BOARD BAR EXAMINERS NAMED

Appointment is Radical Change From System That Has
Been in Vogue—-In Future Applicants For License to
Practice law Will Face Trio Instead of Chancellor.

of July and February of each year.  Applicants are

the law bar in Mississippi will have to fuce a stale
examining board insicad ol faking their examinations
helore a chanceltor,

Governor Theo. G. 13ibe this morning appointed the
three men who will constitute the state examining
hoard. These are W. A. Shipman of Poplurville for the
Southern District; Judge R. ¥ Cochran, of Merndian,

for the middle disteict; and George 1. Mitchell, of

required o pay a lee of $10 and this is divided among
the board as compensation for their services.
En the past applicants for admission have gone before
a chanceller during the regular terns of court and have
been questioncd.  The new system will assure a ani-
form list of questions and a more rigid test.
This places law on cquat terms with medicine and
the other professions and means 2 new era in the legal

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 1998

Hinds County Bar Association members and their guests enjoyed the December 3rd Christmas Social at
the Mississippi Bar Center.

Tugelo for the Novtheen District. development of rhe state.  Law students and others

The board was created by the past session of the leg- seeking to practice in Mississippi wilt be required to
istatwre and the act gave the governor the appointive travel to Fackson instead of merely poing before a
power. The commission retains power for two years chancellor at whatever place he happens to be holding
and will hold examinations in Jackson on the first day a term of court.

Mike Maloney, Pat Bennett, Mark Chinn Marcus Wilson, Trip Barnes, Richard Edmonson

Alabama State Bar Changes

Dueing its December 1998 hoard meeting, the Alabama Board of Bar Conmissioners approved numerous changes
to the MCLE Rules and Regudations of the Alabama State Bar. Effective immediately, alf organizations not having
“approved sponsor status” and individual atterneys who submit applications for acereditation, must pay an application
fee ol $5.00 for cach application submitted during a calendar year to be submitted with Lhe application.

The foilowing Repulation 4.7 has been added:

Any arganization that has pot been designated an “approved sponsor” by the conmmission niust pay an application
Jee of $5.00 for cach application submitted during o calendar year. This application fee must be attached 1o the appli-
cation form i order for the application 1o be considered. Attorneys who sabunit applications alse must gitach a $3.00
application fee.

Whit McKinley, Bill Mcl.cod, Dan Jordan




Hinds County Bar
Association
Professionalism
Award Established

The Hinds County Bar Association
hag established Professionalism as &
princtpal theme of the Hinds County
Bar this year. In keeping with this
themwe, a Professionalism Award has
been created, wlhich will be awarded
annualiy to an HCBA aitorney. The
recipient of (us award will be chosen
by a Selection Commitiee composed of
the Senior Hinds County Chancery,
Cireuil and County Court Judges, the
Senior Unifed States District Judge
from the fackson Division, and three
attorneys. The Comniitiee is chaired by
John McCuilouch.

The erileria thal will be used in
selecting Lhe recipient of the award is as
foliows: The recipient must have con-
sistently demenstrated adherence to
professional standards of practice,
cthics, integrity, civility and courtesy;
have encowraged respect for, and avoid-
ed abuse of, the aw and its procedures,
participants, and processes; have shown
commigment to the practice 28 a learned

~ profession, {o Lhe vigorous represcnta-

tion ol clients, and fo the attainment of

‘the highest levels of knowledge and

skill i: the law; and have significantly
contributed time and resources to pub-
lic service.

The Selection Commiitee is solicit-
ing nominations for this year’s award.
A deadtine of March 1, 1999, has been
set for receipl of such nominations.
HCBA sttorneys are invited to subnit
the name and address of suitable candi-
dates to the HCBA at 151 East Grithith
Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or to John
McCullouch at PO. Box 811, 790
[andmark Center, Jackson, MS 39205,

A bricf stateinent zs 10 why the nom-
inee is deserving of the award may be
included with the submission of his or
her name. The recipicnt of this year’s
award will be announced as the May 6,
1999, HCBA Dinner Honoering the
Judiciary.

Law Firm bupport Benefits
Moot Court Programs

Across the United States, legal edu-
cation looks to the practicing bar for
support in many different ways. 1n
fact, mosl faw schools could not offer

First Year moot cowrt/appetiale advoca- |

cy programs without the direct involve-
ment of Jocal attorneys. The an-pamed
and un-sung heroes are practitioners
who serve as volunteer judges and
coaches each Spring as the new crop of
“would be” lawyers readies themscives
to stand belore the beach for the first
time.

In the last several decades, regional
and national moot cowt programs have
developed to provide a farum for the
fledgling advocaltes to hone their skills
on a grander scale, When the law
schools fooked for ways to provide
resources for their stodents Lo partici-
pate in these programs, law (irns
stepped forward o meet the need.

outstanding records of success in
regional and national competition.
Those opportunities might have been
passed by were it not for the generosity
of some of the staie’s leading law
[irnis,

The University of Mississippi
School of Law acknowledges with
gratitude the foflowing three law firms:
Currie Johnson Griffin Gaines &
Myers; Heidelberg & Woodlif; and
Steen Reynolds & Dalchite.

Mississippt College School of Law
expresses its sincere sppreciation to
theee local firms and one bar group:
Byrd & Associates; Copeland Cook
Tayior & Bush, P.A; Heidelberg &
Woodli#l, PA; Kigkiand & Barlield,
P.A.; and the Mississippt Bankruptcy
Conference, kac.

Reguiar Library Hours
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Friday, March 5th, 1999

Suturday, March Gth, 1999

Supday, March 7th, 1999
Monday-Friday, March 8th-12th, 1999
Saturday, March 13th, 1959

Sunday, March 14th, 1999
Easter-April 2nd-4th, 1999

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

notice.

Exceptions: Spring Break-March 5th-

Exam Scheduole: April 23rd-May 5th,

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
LAW LIBRARY HOURS

January 6, 1999-May 4, 1999

730am-midnight
7:30am-9:00pin
&:00am-9:00pm
noon-nidntght

13th, 1999 & Easter-April 2nd-4th, 1999
7:30am-6:00pm
:00am-5.00pm
noon-5:00pm
7:30am-6:060pm
9:00am-5:00pm
toon-midnight
CLOSED

19949
T30am-miduight
F:00am-midnight
noon-midnight

For more information please call 925-7120. Subject to change withoul prior

Both law schools in Mississippi have

Golf Tournament Proceeds Presented

Q' +

At the Decemmber Membership Mecting, The Hinds County Bar Association presented Phyilis Thoraton, Executive Director of
the Mississippi Vodunteer Lavwyers Project, with a check for 87,000, the proceeds from the HCBA Golf Tournament. The
Mississippi Volunreer Project provides free civil legal service to Imv-income citizens wtilizing private attorneyy whe donate thetr
timne. Pictured with her are: (front row) Stuart Krugen, Golf Tournament Chairman; (back row) Mike Maloney, Golf Tournament
Co-Chairman; Ben Piazza, Committee Member; Mark Chinn, HCBA President; and Kenny Griffis, Committee Member.

President’s Column

continyed from page 1

tekes his client’s causes personally and
1s on a mission to rescue his clicnt. He
is generally a good lawyer who Lhinks
he s civil, but sometimes his rescue
nhssion abscures his objectivity.

He has atendency to attack with
righteousness.

8. The Southern Gentleman. This
lawyer shinks that as long as he is a
complete gentleman he can do just
aboul anything he wants. He is so darn
pice that the judges tove him. When
you are on the other side from him, you
find yoursell “pulling punches” be-
cause you don’t want to be uncivil o
hin: but, when you do that, you are
caught in his web, Fhey will lead you
to believe time after time that they are
going to work with you, so you will
pull back, but the true cooperation you
thought you were going to get never
comes, The Southern Geatleman also
has the capacily to courl you like an old
pat and then stick you right in the heart
at the most unexpected time,

9. El Destructo. The Bad Lawyer

(noae of our members). This lawyer
simply doesa’t know what he is doing.
Because he doesn’t, he usually causes a
lot of damage, even though he is aot
winning. He is Iike the Chicago Bears
of the late 60°s. He may not heat you,
hut when you are through with the
game, haif your team is injured.
Unfortunately, El Destructe has a lot of
the qualitics of Rambo, but not the
skitl,

Civility starts with common cous-
tesy. The simplest example is calling
the ather taw yer belore scheduling
depaositions or hearings. Unfortunately,
lawyers as a group have a lot of work
to do on this. But there are many kinds
of incivility that oceur just becanse of
who you are. Each of us, no matter how
good a lawyer we are, or how well-
intentioned, has the capacity to act in
ways whick put the olher lawyer on
guard o our incivility. We should
examine who we are and understand
how we, ton, can be uncivil.

F would bhe interested if any of you
have suggestions as to other lawyer
personalities. If so, send them to me.

Chi_lwciren of the
Cold War

The names Eisenhower, Nixon, and
Krushchey will once again be finked in
debate when Mississippi College hosts
the children and grandchildren of those
feaders as the major program of its
Spring lecture series.

On Thursday, March 25th, Tulie
Nixon, her husband David Eisenhower,
and Serget Krushehev will be in the
spotlight at Swor Awditorium on the
Clinton Campus.  Julie, 2 biographer of

her mother Pat Nixon, is the daughter of

Richard Nixon; David, a professor at
the University of Peansylvania, is the
grandson of Dwight Eisenhower, and
Serget, a Fellow of the Brown
University Thomas Watson Institute for
Intersational Stirdics, is the son of
Nikiia Krushchev.

The program will be free, bui
advance tickets will be required. For
further information, call Dr. Debhie
Pierce at 925-3323 or Carol Wesl at
925-7158.




Hinds County Bar Association
Jackson Young L.awyers Association, Inc.

Invite you to join us during Law Week for an

Evening Honoring the Judiciary

May 6, 1999
Primos Northgate
6:30 Reception 7:30 Dinner

Special Guests:
Hinds, Madison & Rankin County
State & Federal Judges

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
151 E. Griffith Streci
Juckson, MS 39201

FIRST CLASS

Figst Class Muil
118, Postage
PAID
Jackson, M3
Pernit #670




HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

JUNE 1999

President’s
Column

by Harris H.
Barnes, HI (Trip)

It is hard for me fo belicve that T any
beginning my term as the President of
the Hinds County Bar Association. §
can still recall a nunber of years ago
when 1 was contacted by the
Nominating Coninitlee as to my avail-
ability of serving as the
Secretaryf Treasurer. [ considered that
nomtination a great honor, and being the
President of the Hinds County Bar
Association, is Lhe greatest of hanors.
ittle did | readize, however, when T
accepted that noraination, what would
be required ol me, and the amount of
work it would take to meet the needs of
this great organization. This is indeed a
working organization.

Ewant alse to express my gratitude
to Mark Chinn, the past President. Mark
has worked tivelessly to enhance the
benefits for the members, as well as to
meet the aceds of the public and to serve
owr constitueney, | am in awe of his
energy and ideas, that benefit not only
the Hinds County Bar Assoctation, bist
the public which we are called to serve.

So what do 1 hope to accomplish?
Several years ago, when it was apparent
that Mark and 1 would be succeeding
one another, we developed a concept
that there should be some consistency
in the programs of the Hinds County
Bar. For years past, the Presidents
would come and go, and often the pro-
grams would suffer because there was
no consistency from one administration
to the other. Bob Grenfell was elecied
the Sccretary/Treasurer and will sue-
ceed me. Pat Bennett has been elected
to succeed him. The four of us have
met, and hope to develop strategic
plans for carrying the Hinds County

June 15, 1999

12:00 Noon

Bar Association’s programs well into
the next decade. To do that, we wiil
need more participation by our members.
1 de» hepe that when you are calted upon
to serve, you will be glad to do so.

In that regard, the following have
been named as commitice chairpersons:
Bench and Bar — Raobert L. Gibbs;
Budget - Anthony Simon;

Golf Tournament -- John Proctor;

Law Redated Pdueation — Eisa B, Milner;
Library — Ruma Hague;

Long Range Planning - Marcus Wilson;
Newsletter/Fditorial — Linda A. Thempsaon;
Professionalism Award - John M, McCullouch;
Program - Edward 17, Lawler, Ir;

Public Relations - Leslie . Hiobo;

Social — Ann Corso;

Membership - Doug [evanway; and
Smatl FirmfSoto Practice — Jim Martin.

If you have any desire to scrve on
these committees, would you please
contact them so that they can place you
on a committee? The Hinds County Bar
Association functions through its com-
mittees. That is-one way you can be of
Service.

We will have at least fowr meetings

per year. Please attend those so that
you cannot only be benefitted from the
programs, but you can also spend an
hour breaking bread with your fetlow
attorneys. We are also going to have
tfour socials, and the Christmas Party.
The socials have not been as well
attended as we would hope. The hest
way for us fo know one another and be
able to get along with one another s to
get together, and that is the purpose of
the socials. Please fook in the newsler-
ter and nuark your calendar for the dates
of the meetings and for the socials, and
try to attend. We need and solicit your
participation.

Af gome point i tine you chose to
become a fawyer, indicating you musl
think it is a preity good profession. |
would, thesefore, solicit your participa-
tion in the Hinds Connty Bar
Association — to enhance hoth your
knowledge of the Association and its
missions and your ability to meet and
get to know other lawyers in the
Association,

I look forward to a wonderful,
productive year,

April Membership Meeting

Speaking at the April HCBA Membership Meeting on “Issues in Rabmmnaking and
Networking Jor Minorities in the Profession” werve Constance Slaughter-Harvey,
Isaac K. Byrd, Jr, and Reuben V. Anderson. They are pictured with Mark Chinn,
1988-99 HCBA President.

* HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON MEETING

Capital Club

Lunch $10.00 CLE $5.00

CLE Presentation by James O. Dukes, President-Elect of the Mississippi Bar




HCBA Calendar

of Events

June 15 June 17
HCBA Membership Meeting and
Oune Hour Ethics CLE.

One Hour Ethics CLE.
Noon. Capital Club.
Angust 26 July 22
HCBA/IYL: Golf Tournamont,
Noon, Anpandade,

October 19 July 23
HCBA dMembership Meeting.
Noon. Capitai Club.

December 2

Christmas Social. :
5:30-7:00 MS Bar Cenler. Jufy 289-30

Mclithaney.

February 15
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capitat Club. Augnst 5

HCBA Membership Meeting. Noon.
Cupital Club.

Saluting Those With 30 Years
of Service to the Bar

by Cynthia Lee Brewer

On April 22, 1999, the “party ol the year” was held at
the Mississippi Bar Center. The place was packed with
altorneys aid other people inferested in the celebration of
fongevity. The laces were those of proud persons - the kind
ol people who dedicate themselves 1o an idead, (hen follow
through with that samc dedication.

The Hinds County Bar Asgsociation welcomed the long-
standing members with relfreshments and a beautiful array
of food. More importantly, though, the setting was relaxed
and friendly. The evening was lilled with back slapping and
reminiscing of days gone by, The time together flew that
night, much as the years of practice from the past thirty or
more.

Who was there? There were corporate counsel, appoint-
ed persons, elected persons, retived persons, still-working
persons, and always-will-work persons - all of them
lawyers, the true counselors of our time.

Congratulations fo all who have enjoyed the pivilege of
practicing law for thirty years or more. ka conclusion, this
writer ofters the fallowing quote:

“He that loves the law will get his Al of i Scottish
proverb, Complete Callection of Scottish Proverbs, YT21

CLE Calendar
of Events

Litigation Case Management for i
E.egal Assistants/P1.] Satellite

Noon, Capital Club, Seminar,
Augnst 17 MC School of Law. 925-7173
HCBA Membership Meeting and July I3

Real Estate License Law.
K. E Boackle. 936-06444

How To Write A Contract.
K. F. Boackle. 956-6444

The Key To Effective Trial
Advocacy featuring James

UM. 601-232-7282

CLE by the Hour.
UM. 601-232-7282

April 18 Preventing Malpractice in Real
Tistate Transactions.
K. F. Boackle. 956-6444

Senior Lawyers Survey

The HCBA Board of Directors and President Mark Chinn
recently made an informal survey to determine the advisability
of establishing a senior lawyers committee of the HOBA. This
was done in recognition of the growing trend among bar associa-
tzons, sational, state and local, to form senior lawyers sections or
commitiges. After conlact with representatives of bar associa-
tions in Mississippi and other states and the American Bar
Association, the Board decided it would not form a committee al
this time. The Board may spensor programs and activilies of
specific interest to senior lawyers.

Before abandening entirely the possibility of establishing a
senior fawyers conmmitiee or offering special programs, however,
the Board seeks comments and suggestions from the eatire
HCBA membership. Please kel us have your commments and
suggestions and, in particuiar, your response to the fellowing
questions:

*Shouid HCBA form a senior lawyers commitiee?

*Would vou join such a conmnitlee as an active member?

+Shouid the HCBA sponsor progeams and aclivitics of
particular inferest 1o senior lawyers?

+*What programs and activities do you recommend?

Please sead your response iy writing to:

Senior Lawyers Survey, HOBA, by mail to: 151 E. Griffith
Street, Jackson, MS 39201, by fax to: 925-7115, or
by e-mail to: webmaster&@hindsbar.com.

On Aprit 22, the HCBA hosted a Spring Social at the Mississippt Bar Center that honored its members with over 30 years of
service to the profession. The event was spousored by American National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocsl and Fox Everett.

Retired Justice Dan Lee, John Land Molavid and Syivia
McBDavid

Carof West and Harris Collier

College”

4

School of Law
Seventh Annual Evelyn Gandy CLE Lectureship Seminar
Retreat to Professionalism
Friday & Saturday, September 24 & 25, 1999
Duncan M. Gray Episcopal Center
Canton, Mississippi
6 hours CLE, including I hour Ethics
For information, call (601) 925-7173

Gain knowledge and networking oppoviunities and inspiration from wonien lawyers and judges
in a retreat exploving the balancing of duty and ethics in the legal profession,
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An Evening Honoring the Judiciary

L
The sixth annual Evening Honoring the Judiciary was held Fhursday, May 6 at Primos Northgate. The Keynote Speaker was
Mike Espy. The event, co-sponsored by the Hinds County Bar Association and the Jackson Young Lawyers Association, was
chaired hy Robert Gibbs. The HCBA and the JYL wish 1o thank Trustmark Nationai Bank for hosting the reception before the
dinner and Mississippi Vailey Title Company for praviding the {Towers.

Meade Mitchell and Dan Jordan Swan Yerger and Gingia Yerger

e o o = = e e £
Mark Chinn, Mike FEspy, Robert Gibbs and Trip Barnes Mike Expy and Catherine Sullivan

Cathy and Mark Chinn

Outstanding Service and Pro Bono Awards

At this year’s Fvening Honoring the Judiciary Dianer, HCBA
President Mark Chinn and JY{. President Daniel Jordan pre-
sented their respective associations’ awands for Outstandiog
Servige and Pro Bone Contributions. Alse, the Mississippi
Supreme Court was recognized for its compulerization
updates with the Tnnovator Award.

YL Pro Bona Publico Award: presentor Dan Jordan and
winner Sara Freeman

HOCBA Pro Bono Publico Award: winner Jay Jacobus and
presentor Mark Chinn

HOBA Special Pro Bono Publico Award to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office: presentor Mark Chinn and Al Jernigan
accepting for the U.S. Attorney’s Office

JYL Outstanding Service Award: presentor Dan Jordan and
winier Amanda Jones

Innovator Award: Justices James Smith, Lenore Prather,
Edwin Pittman, Mike Sullivan, Ka__v Cobb, William Waller
and Chuck McRae with Mark Chinn

HCBA Ouistanding Service Award: preyentor Mark Chinn
ard winner Melissa Gardner




by John McCeliouch

_— LT ) \ Lo 5,
Chairman, Professionalism Award Sefection Cominittee

On May 6,1999 the first ever Hinds
County Bar Association Profession-
alisin Award was presented to Harokd
B “Hal™ Miiler, Fr. during the anaual
Hinds County Bar Association Dinner
Honaoring The Indiciary.

Hinds County Bar Association
President Mark Chinn cstablished pro-
fessionalism as a principal theme of the
HCBA this year and created a commit-
tee Lo address whether the Associalion
shoukd establish a Prolessionalism
Award, That commitice, which was
composed of judges and lawyers,
determined that an individual award
should be presented cach year and that
a permanent award listing each winner
should be placed on public display at
the Mississippl Bar Ceuler. That com-
mittee also recommended the nomina-
tion and selection process as well as
the criteria for the award.

The Hinds County Bar Board of
Dircetors adopted the recommendation
ol that cemmiitee and set up a
Professionadism Award Selection
Conmmittee, which was composed of
the four seniar judges from the Federal,
Circuit, Chancery and County Courts -
Judge Tom Lee, Judge Breland
Hilburn, Judge Stnart Robinson, and
Judge Houston Pateon, Three attorneys

— Alex Alston, Carlton: Reeves and
John MeCallouch — also served on the
Selection Commillee.

The Cominitlee was directed to pre-
sent the award o the Hinds County Bar
Association aftorney who has:

Cansistenily demonstrated adher-
ence fo professional standards of
practice, ethics, imtegrity, civility and
conrtesy;: has encouraged respect for,
and avoided abuse of, the law and ity
procedures, participants and processes;
has shown conanitment to the practice
as a learned profession, to the vigorous
representation of clients, and to the
attefment of the highest levels of
knowledge and skill in the law; and has
sigeificantly contribnted time and
resources 1o public service.

In response (o articles in the HCBA
Newsletter and a personal letter from
Mark Chinn to every member of the
Assgociation, the Selection Comniittec
received numerous written iromina-
tions, These letters all contained Pas-
sionate arguments in support of the
nominces. Because of this, and because
of the superb guality of the nominces,
the selection process was not easy. The
Commitiec is grateful 10 thosce mem-
bers of the Bar who submilted writlen
nominations and who thus assisted the

Commillee in its endeavor,

In the end, the Selection Conmittee
chose Hal Miller because he best
exemplifics those quadities described in
the aforementioned criteria, Hal Miller
has been practicing law witls the Butler
Snow law firm m Jackson since {939
and has served as a medjator and agbi-
trator Tor the past several years. He
received his undergraduate degree from
Millsaps College in 1957 and his law
degree from the University of
Mississippi School of Law in 1969, He
is a member of numerous professional
orpanizations and participates in many
commuity activities. He is also an
Adjunct Professor at the Mississippi
College School of Law, where he
tcaches Alternative Dispute
Resolution.

Most importantly, Hal is the epito-
nie ol professionalism in his dealings
with his peers, with the courts and with
everyone he encounters, He is a won-
derful role modet Tor us all as we strive
1o assist our chients and labor in the
cherished profession of the law.

The Hinds County Bar Association
congratilates Hal Miller upon receiv-
ing its lirst ever Professionalism
Award.

Harold DD, “"Hal” Miller (second from right) received the first Professionalism Award given by the Hitids Conuniy [_}(‘u-A.s‘.\-mri(;r!f'on,
The announcenent and presentation were made af the May 6th Evening Honoring the Judiciary Dinner. With Miller are (from
lefty Harris H. Barnmes, HI, 19992000 HCBA President; John M. McCulloach, 19971998 HCBA President; and Mark A. Chinn,

T908-71999 HOCBA President.

Computation of Periods of Time in Legal Proceedings

Starutes, regulations and ordinances
preseribe various periods of thae, the
most important of which is a period of
time for which nofice must be given of
atrial, proceeding or hearing. e most
instances fatbure to give a notice lor the
proper periad of time 1s a jurisdictional
error which renders the event for which
notice is given void,  This article is
inlended to be ol some assistance in
avoiding caleutation errors.

Caleulation of Time - Statute.
When process shall be required 0 be
served or notice given any number of
days, the day of the act, evenl or
default from which the designated pern-
od of time begins to run shatl not be
inetuded. The last day of the period so
compuled shall be included unjess it s
a Saturday, a Sunday or a legal holiday,
or any other day when the courthouse
or the cleck’s office is in facl closed,
whether wilh or without legal authority,
in which event the period runs ualil the
end of the next day which s nol a
Saturday, a Sunday, u legal holiday , or
any other day when the courthouse or
the clerk’s office ts closed. When the
period of time prescribed or allowed is
less than seven days, intermediate
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays
shall be excluded in the computation,
§ 1-3-7 MCA.

Calculation of Time - Rules of
Court. In computing any period of
Lime prescribed or allowed by these
rules, by order of court, or by any
applicable statute, the day of the act,
event, or default from which the desig-
nated period of time begins to run shall
not be tncluded. The fast day of the
period so computed shatl be incladed,

by John Eand McDavid

uniess it is a Salurday, a Sunday, or a
legal holiday, as defined by statute, or
any other day when the courthouse or
the clerk’s office is in fact closed,
whether witl or without legal authority,
in which cvent the period runs until the
erd of the next day which is not a
Saturday, a Sunday, a legal boliday, or
any other day when the courthouse or
clerk's office is closed. When the peri-
od of time prescribed or allowed is less
than seven days, inlermediate
Satardays, Sundays, and fegal holidays
shail be excinded in the computation,
Fa the event any legal holiday falls on a
Sunday, the next foliowing day shail be
a legal holiday. Rufe 6 MRCF, Rule 26
MRAP and Rule 2.05 URPIC.
Westgroup’s Mississippi Rules of Court
{1998) comment to MRCP Rule 6 (2)
states that MIRCP 6 {a} is contrary to

§ 1-3-67 MCA. Fhis comument s out of
date as §1-3-67 was amended o 199
and is now substantively the same ag
Rule 6, Rule 26 and Rule 2.05.

Week, When publication shall be
required to he made in some newspaper
“for three weeks,” such pubtication
shall be made once each week for three
suceessive weeks, and the time within
which the noticed party 1s required to
act or within which the noticing party
may procced shall be computed from
the First date ol publication. This rale
shadl furnish guide for any similar case,
whether the lime required be more or
less than three weeks. § 7-3-69 MCA,

Month. The term “month,” when
ased in any statute means a calendar
month, unless o contrary intention be
expressed. §/-3-29 MCAFP. Where the
heginning is not coincident with the

figst day of a calendar inonth, the
month is conputed 10 2 day numerical-
ly corresponding therete in the fobow-
ing month less one, if the foltowing
menth has so many days, and if not to
the last day thercol. Barnes v State,
154 So. 344 (Miss. 1934).

Year. The terin “year,” when used
in any statute, means a calendar year,
unless a conlrary inlention he
cxpressed. §7-3-63-MCA,

Remd Caretully. Provisions staling
time periods should be read carclully.
Not all thirty-day periods are the sane.
For example, §53-3-7 MCA, which
suthorizes (he torce integration of oil
and gas drilling uits, peovides that
thirty days shail lapse benween the date
the notice is last published or is maited
and the date of the hearing for which
notice is giveuw.

Research Carefolly, [o many
instances, courl decisions have added
time requirements or methods for cal-
culation not apparent from a reading of
the prevision. For example, § 89-1-55
MCA, which provides for the foreclo-
sure sale of lang, states notice “shall
be advertised lor three conseculive
weeks proceeding” the sale, Decisions
interpretive ol § 89-7-55 have held the
sale must be held within seven days
alter date of the last publication.

Because the caleulation of a period
of fime only involves simple counting
{usually not higher than thirly}, attor-
neys are somefimes hatled into careless-
ness. 1is a good idea to approach the
task of time period counting with a rea-
sotable amount of professional appre-
heasion.

February Bar Exam Statistics

Bac Admissions Adminisiraior
Linda B. Knight has relensed the statis-
tics for the Febroary 1999 bar examina-
Lion.

Examinztions were administered te
110 applicants. Of that number, one
was & disbarred attorney who was
unsuccesstul, All nine out-of-state
lawyers who ook the attorney’s exami-
nation achicved a passing score.

Oune hundred applicants took the
regular exarnination. Sixty-Tour (644)

were successful. The group of 160
included 75 first-time-takers, who had a
slightly higher passage rate of 74.7%
{56 out of 75) and twenty five appli-
canls refaking the test, who dropped to
a passage rate of 32% (8 of 25},

Thirty cight (74.5%) of the 51 men
taking (he examination passed; 26
{53.1%) of the 49 women were
successful.

These statistics represent a drop
from the August 1998 examination.

For that test, the over-all pass rate was
80.3% with 175 of 318 applicants
achieving successtul scores. First-
time-fakers had a pass rate of 83,9%%
and retakes were successtul at a rate of
45.0%. '

The Swearing-in Ceremony was
held on Tuesday, April 27, in the Old
Capitol House Chamber. The Hinds
County Bar Assoctation congratulates
cach of (hese new lawyers.




Well, it looks like Luke Woodham
wot his wish. Frotn the obscure shad-
ows of what had been just one more
dystunctional and disconnected life on
the rough road 10 adulthood, the Parch-
man, Mississippi, lcenager scems to
have unwittingly achicved fame, or
cather infamy, for pioneering the latest
in a fong fine of ever more alarming
adolescent phenomenons. But, did he'?
Really? '

With atl due respect Lo the conven-
tional wisdem being manufactwred and
mass marketed at Hive, in perpetuity
lowvn meefings by mobs of well-mean-
ing social scientists, hand-wringing
politicians, blow-dricd media anchors
and assorted other agenda-driven
experts fed by no one less prominent
than the President of the Thited Stades,
[ would subumit that the hate and rage
being piayed cut in our nation’s schools
ts nol new at all. Ia fact, it is all oo
Famitiar, 1t is called the dark side of
adolescence and it hus been around as
long as there have been builies and
nerds; prom queens and ugly ducklings:
cligues and loners. All Euke did was
give his infocused, owside-looking-in
hatred of his clagzsmates and teachers a
distinctly American voice by resorting
to some good, old-tashioned USA firepower.

Unfortznately, the wali-to-wall
media coverage of the Pewrl tragedy
gave other less imaginative, but equally
disatlected children, a new and deadly
idea. ‘The repeated seenes of horror at
Peart High that sturted as breaking
news ang guickly degenerated into
exploitive, ratings-driven infolainment
was distorted permission fo similarly
situated members of the fast-1o-be-cho-
sen club to think the unthinkable. The
result: Jonesboro, Paduczh ... and now
Littleton. What Is perplexing is that so
many people are surprised.

Any adult who has ever attended
high school knows i excruciating
detail about the social order that seems
Lo replicate itself perfectly, year in and
year out, in every school on the planet,
The rotes are the same; only the names
and faces change. Jocks, pets, brains,
pteps, hoods, jerks, nerds, geeks.
Sound familiar? And while the specific
labeis may differ from school to school
and evelve in different decades, the
basic pecking erder never does, Nor do
the feelings of disaffection, isofation,

by Captain Equity

and disconnection - not 10 mention the
pressure to conform, the need to be
accepted, and the singular {eeling that
you are Lthe first person to ever experi-
ence any of this, 1t is, quite simply, the
ctotional and psychological amalgam
we call high school.

For most, it is an experience that
ranges from wonderful to tolerable to
sennelimes awfol - frequently ail ina
single day. For a few, high school is
the peak life cxperience atter which all
is down hill. For a few others, it is a
living and unending personal hell. bt is
the fatter cxtreme that was once inhah-
ited by Luke Woodhain, Eric Harris,
Dylan Klehokd, and all the other
teenage cseapees from Pandora’s Box
who dared to think the vnthinkable -
anxd then act onit,

Caunses? lmmoral and nibilistic rock
music lyrics: violent movies and video
games from Hollywood; absentee or
overly indulgent parents; indifferent or
mtimidated leachers and school admin-
islrators; a permissive society; lack of
famify values; the absence of God in
our scheols; the media; the Inlernet;
maybe even oo many Twinkies. Thaose
and more provide sufficient sources 1o
arm the experts and allow them 1o pro-
vide “the answer™ that too many of us
seer. Lo require before we can allow
oursclves (0 forget the fatest assault on
civilization while bracing for the nexl.

Let me suggest that the cause is chu-
sive, multi-faceted and often beyond
either ralionality or our power to do
anylhing meaningful about it. Tndeed,
we should count our blessings that so
many kids today are essentially normal,
well adjusted people whose high school
years will be ot too different from
yvours and mane. Rather, we should be
worried about the means that allow
children to turn schools into killing
fields. There are two which arc both
obvious, and yet profoundly discom-
forting for Americans. One is guns,
The other is the upparalleled personal
freedem that is the hallmark of this
country. Eet’s start with personal freedom.

A few weeks ago [ saw a startling
Hem on one of the news wires. China
reported its 1irst bank robbery since the
early 1900’s. Fhe early 90's? What
does that telf you about personal free-
domy and its relation to crime?  Believe
me, we could stop school violence by

lale tomarrow afternoon with a fow
timely constitutional amendmoents and a
weli-funded escalation of resolve. But
at what price? There is already some-
thing very disturbing about police offi-
cers and metad detectors being perma-
nently stationed at high school campuscs.

And then there are guns. Unfortun-
ately, in Ameriea, unlike any other
counlry on eatth, criminals and patriots
agree on ane thing. They like gans.
Each [or their own reasons 10 be sure,
but they like them. A lot. All kinds of
guns. And they like thent so mucl: that
they lack the collective and political
will to do little beyond repeating trile
old aphorisms like “stick ‘em up”™
(eriminals) or “guns den’tkill people,
criminals do.” (pairiots). Like the
myihical tort rule on dog bites, all
Americins seem to get one free shot
before being transferred from the good
guy to bad guy category. Put anather
way, when did Luke, Eric and Dylan
become criminals? When they hatched
their plan of premeditaled revenge or
when they finally wanifested those
plans by actually aiming and pulling
the trigger?

Now, before all the hunters, NRA
memboers, seif-defense advocates aned
armed Secand Amendment scholars
reach for pen and paper to vent outrage
against the preceding paragraph of cul-
teral biasphemy, let me put it in the
simplest terms | know how. Anyone
who has cver heen threalenced by a
bully knows the value of a good set of
fists and/or legs. When it comes to
knives, the emphasis i on fegs. But
whet: you are on the wrong end of a
gun, for whatever reason, you arc done.
That is the sitnation in which the vie-
tms in Pearl, Joneshoro, Paducah and
Littieton found themnselves.
Unfortunately, it was alse the last situa-
tion they were to ever encounter.

In the final analysis, the common
deneminator in every onc of these
school shootings has been homicidal
rage caused by any number of factors
already suggested - and a gun. As
memories of Peard, Joneshoro, Paducah
and Littieton subside only 10 be hrought
to the surface by the next rage-induced
shooting by somie screwed up kid, be
angry, be saddened, be afraid. But
don’t be surprised.

The Mississippi College School of Law and University of
Mississippi Law Center have released a variety of informative
statistics about postgradnate employment of each school's
Class of 1998, This data is not fully available vatil at least
siy months after graduation becanse of student involvement
with bar examinations and job interviews. The following
breakdown, arranged by percentage of students employed in
specific practice arcas, applics 1o 131 law graduates of
Mississippi College and [48 graduates of Ole Miss compris-
ing the Class of 1998 (graduates from Decernber 1997
through August F998):

Mississippi College University of Mississippi

ochaot of Law School of Law
Private Practice 63% 5%%
Business & Industry 3% 3%
Governmertt 4% 9%
dudicial Clerkship 21% 16%
Public interest 2% 1%
Mililary (JAG) 1% 2%
LLM. or Other Dagrees 0% 2%
Unidentified 6% %

or Non-{egal Profession

The majority of those entering privale practice (26%:) are
working in ficms comprised ol two o (e lawyers.
Mareover, 2% from MC and 7% from Ole Miss have become
solo practitioners. Those in government employment include
positions as assistant district attorney, public defender, staff
attorney for the 8th Circwit Cowrt of Appeals, with the 1. §.
Trademark and Patent Office, and with the Child Support
Division af the Mississippi Department of Human Services.
Graduales working in business are cmployed by banks,
accounting firms, real estate title companies and the cotlon
jndustry. One is editor of a publishing company.  JAG Corps
members are currently stationed in the United Stales with the
Army, Navy and Air Force. An unusually high number of
students have entered clerkships wilh both state and {federal
courts in Mississippl, Tennessee and Georgia.

Although these graduates have primarily located in
Mississippi and other Deep South states, the following is a
more detaifed analysis of their geographic locations based

by Pavid L. Trewolla

upon guidelines of the National Assoctation of Law
Placement;

EMPLOYMENT AREAS

Miississippi College
Sehool of Law

Universiby of Mississipni
Sthoo! of Law

New England | % (%

{CT, ME, MA, NH, RLL VD

Middle Atlantic 2% |5
INJ, NY, PA)

East North Ceniraf 0% §150
(., TN, ML OH, WI)

West North Central 15 260
(EA, KS, MN, MO, NE, NI, SI))

South Atlantic 25%: QG
(DI, DC, FL, GALMD, NC, SC, VA, WV)

Fast South Ceniral 616 355
{AL, KY, MS, TN}

West South Central T 2%
(AR, LA, OK, TX)

Mountzin 205 1%
(AZ, CO, D, MT, NV, NM, UT, WY)

Pacilic 1% 0%
(AK, CA, HL OR, WA)

Perhaps of more interest, the median stacting salary for
graduaies entering private practice is $45,500 (average
$44,175), for business employment is $42,000, for judicial
clerkships is $33.800, and for those entering the govermment
arena is 330,700, Law firm salaries range trom a low of
$21,000 o a high of $90,000, the latler salary being garnered
autside of Mississippi, Witl: the continniug national business
trend Loward personnel reductions in a tightening marketplace
for law graduates, the above stutistics reflect highly upon the
product generaled by Mississippi's faw schools. Career
Services Dircetors Joyee Whillington of Ole Miss and Peggy
Brown ol Mississippi College are again to be applauded for
siieeess in finding guality employment for their stadents.
Almost 90% of graduates used the assistance of Career
Services to secure employent.

The Hinds County Bar Association extends its congratula-
tions and best wishes 1o the 1998 graduates and cordially invites
for membership these who have {ocated in the Jackson area.
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Look Closely At What You Pick
Or You Could Easily Get Stuck.

Everybody knows you get what you pay ff)'r. So when
you're looking at malpractice insurance companies, measure
more than just the cost. Protect yourself now with American
National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocal. We're the company
that provides malpractice insurance coverage exclusively to
lawyers.

We insure more than 10,000 lawyers. Letus show you
the advantages that convinced them. Call our marketing
department at 888-262-2104 for more information,

Endorsed by the Hinds County Bar Association
and the University of Mississippi Law Alumni Chapter

—  AMERICAN
Z) NATIONAL
LAWYERS
~INSURANCE
RECIPROCAL

Risk Retention Group

On January 4, 1999, Judge Tonic T,
Green took the vath of office to become
the first woman ever elected to be a
Circuit Judge in Hinds County. Judge
Green was in the private practice of
law some fourteen years. She served
$iX years in the Mississippi House of
Representatives and was vice chair of
the Ethics Committee and a subchair of
the Judiciary A Conunittee.

Judge Green is an adjunct professor
al Mississippi College School of Law,
leaching litigation and trial courl prac-
tice. She is a graduate of Toagalao
Cotlege, and shie earned 2 Masler of
Science degree from Jacksan State
University and her 113, from
Mississippi College Schoal of Law.

When Judge Green assumed the
bench, few if any criminal cases on her
division’s docket had been tried since
March of 1998, Judge Green's civii
trial docket is now set rwo-to-three
cases deep through the fiest four
months of the year 2000, Judge Green
plans, beginning in June, to have dock-
el calls on all her civil cases, grouped
by age, to learn about their status. She
will hold status conferences tetephoni-
caily if the parties agree.

Criminal Matters

Beginning in Jure, Judge Green will
conduct arraignments, revocations,
hond reductions and pleas on the sec-
ond and Fourth Thursdays of each
moath beginning at 9:00 a.m, for erimi-
nal defendunts incarcerated at the
Hinds County Detention Facility. This
will expedite these procedures and
avoid having to bring the inmates a few
at a time from Raymond 1o Fackson,
Civil Case Procedures

Motions: Judge Green hears
motions every Friday beginning at 9:00
am. excepl the first Friday of each
month, when motions begin at 1:00
p.m. Motions are heard in the order in
which they have been set. Molions are
set throngh Judge Green's court admin-
istrator, Frances Ashley (968-6658). 1f
a motion hearing is expected to last
more than 30 minetes, # will be sched-
uled ad 4:30 p.m, on a day other than
Friday.

Scheduling Orders: Judge Green
wanls a scheduling order entered in
cich case shortly after the answer is
filed. The schedaling order should

Circuit Judge Tomie T. Green

by Barry Powell

have discovery deadlines, deadlines for
designation of experts and answering
expert wiltness inerrogatories, a dale
for a pretrial conference, and a trial
date. Pretriat conferences and trial
dates must be obtained through Judge
Green’s court adminiserator. Cases will
not be set for triad without a scheduling
order. In cases where discovery has
been completed, the case will ol be set
for trial unless a date for pretrial con-
ference is adso inchuded in the order
setting a triaf date,

Pretrial Conferences and Orders;
fedge Green requires a preteial confer-
ence in cach civit case. These are
heard on the second Friday of each
moath beginning at 11:00 am. Atthe
pretrial conference, the partics should
present a joint pretrial order setting
forth issucs, stipulations, respective
lists of witnesses and exhibits and
length of trial. Basically the order
should Tollow the federal court pretrial
order formal. Judge CGreen will hear in
limise motions and other varesolved
motions at the preisial conference.

Telephonic Hearings: Tudge Green
wiil hold telephonic hearings by agree-
ment for briel motions where there is a
deadline or upcoming scheduled event
such as a deposition or trial. She is
willing o do s0 to accommodate out-
of-town aitorneys. "lelephonic hearings
must be scheduled by the attorneys,
upon approval by the court administra-
tor, and may be used for emergencies,
In her first five months on the bench,
Judge Green has heard about 20 tele-
phonic hearings, usually during funch
time or after hours. Telephonic hear-
ings are Hiited to cases where there
are no more than four separate persons
participating in the hearing. No court
reporter is availablc for telephonie
hearings.

Discovery Motions: Judge Green
expects the attorneys to have conferred
in good faith before presenting a dis-
covery motion to her. Her basic philog-
ophy 15 (hat a matter is discoverable if
it is relevant in the broadest sense. She
will deal with admissibility at trial,
Medical discovery is an exception,
Judge Green allows discovery only on
the portions of the body that the plain-
41 has put in issue in the case.
Penalties may be levied against non-
prevailing parties in motions to compel

discavery,

Subpoenas Duces Tecum:
Opposing counsel must be notificd
when a subpoena duces tecunt is
served. IF opposing coonsel objects to
any of the material covered by the sub-
poena, the attorney must file a motion
lor a protective order. Any documents
produced where a motion for protective
order has been filed must then be kept
uader seal untit the CourCs ruling,
Judge Green announces that she has not
burned out on in camera TeView,
although that is certaiuly not her
favorite judicial pastime.

Summary Judgment: Unless the
movanl’s right {0 summary judgment is
“overwheimingly clear,” Judge Green
leans toward submilting a case for a
jury trial, 1t is her position that if there
is a genuine issue of fact, it must be
presented for resolution (o a jury and
nol the judge. Judge Green helieves
that she is petting a high volume of
surmmary jndgment motions at this time
because she is a new judge. She
believes that this practice will soon
slow down,

Voir Dire: Judge Green usually
gives aboul 30 minutes (o cach side for
voir dire. If the case is complex, she
may mcrease the time for voir dire,
Jdge Green asks only the most basic
questions herseif and leaves it o the
lawyers to conduct their voir dive.
Challenges for cause and peremptory
challenges are to be made out of the
presence of the jury, after voir dire is
completed.

Multiple Defendants in Civil
Trials: If there is more than one defen-
dant, udge Green gives cach defendant
two percmptory jury challenges. The
plasntifl receives an equal namber of
challenges. So if there are two defen-
dants, the defendants get a Lotal of four
chalienges and the plaintiff four chal-
tenges. If there are three defendants,
each side gets a total of six challenges.
Al trial with mukltiple defendants,
defendants present their cases and do
their questioning in the order they
appear on the pleadings.

Trials: Judge Green generally does
nol altow any surprises at triad - cither
surprise witnesses or surprise exhibits.
Prior notice must be given. This is the
purpose of the pretrial order. Judge
Gacen has (continned on page 12)




{continned from page 1) '
generatly refused to aliow witnesses
to testify who were not listed in Lhe
pretrial order, Rebultal withesses may
be an exception o the rude. Generally,
counsed should stay at the pudium._ ¥
the counsel needs Lo approach a wit-
ness, the Court's perasission must be
asked. Eikewise, counsel is not per-
niilted to pass cxhibits to or invade the
safety zone of the jury. ‘
Exhibits: IZxhibits must be listed in
the pretrial order. 17 not stipulated to,
counsel must show the exhibit to the
opposing counsel and thfﬁn ‘;1.‘;}( to
approach the witness. If after the
cxhibit is admitied into evidence, the
lawyer wants to publish the cxh_ihil to
the jury, ask permission of the Court.
Judge Green wilk permis the exhibit fo
be passed 0 the jury either at the c]_(}sc
of direct or the close of cross-exami-
nation. The exhibit should be given o
the bailift to give to the jury, not hand-
cd direcdy to the jury by the fawyer.
Mediation: Judge Green will con-
sider requests for mediation and will
tefer some cases for mediation sun
sponie, ‘Fhe kinds of cases fudge

CGreen believes me amenable o medi-
ation are those where Hability is clear
or admilied. She is hesitanl about _
referving complex cases for mediation.
Trial Seating: Because the)_r cary
Ui burden of prool, the plaintiff or
prosecution is 1o sit at the [‘r'lh]c C!()}icr
tw the jury. The defendant is to sit at
the table farther from the jury, ‘
Kvidence Objections: Ohjections
to testimony or evidence at irial
shonid be made succincily, should be
non-speaking. 1 something needs 1o
he discussed, the lawyer should
approach the hench and request the
jury be excused. Lawyers whom
Judge Green finds making spcalgng
objections can expect to be rcmmdcgi
of this ruie. Continuous violation ol
this rute may. result in p(:ll:liii(::‘;
against the attomey, or admonishment
in front of the jury.

Trial Deporlment: hudge Green
demands civility between atiorueys
and by attorneys (o the Court and wit-
nesses. Lawyers are expected o be
zeaious in representation of their

clients, bul pot rude or disrespectfui or

contemptuous. Lawyers who ave can

5
expect to be admonished by Judge
Green in front of the jury. Judge
Green's trial experience indicates o B
her that attorneys should object cmly it
'the objection is significant. She HI}(]S
that generally for every hearsay objec-
“tion, there is an exceplion unless the
hearsay is being presented for the.
Aruth of the matier asserted involving
one of the main issues in the case.
Judge Green's proclivily is to sustain
leading objections. )
Suggestions for Lawyers at Trial:
Turers have mentioned 1o fudge Green
that they do not like ]a\\-ycl_'s Lo stand
to0 phiysicatly elose to the jury. furors
complain that lawyers spend too much
time in preseniing their cases or il
cross-examimng. Jurars do not_];kc
lawyers who are aryogant and (ilﬁl’(::—
spectlul to other lawyers, 1o Lthe wit-
nesses or to the Court, Jurors {end not
to helieve plaintils whe claim to be
hurl worse than they actually appear
aclually o have been hort or whose
storics are 0o pertect. Withesses
should tulk fo the jury, not te the
law yer,
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Thank you, readers, for the new
road food saggestions, One attorney
WrOte in 10 recommend Rossen’s
Restaurant on Main Steeet in Tupeio,
deseribing the fare there as “cublinary art,”

Wish I'd known about it before |
went Lo the 23" sanual Gum Tree Run
last month, (Don’t ask where | lin-
ished.y I noticed ait manner of new
ptaces and evidence ol sigaificant eco-
Aomic growth in Tupelo but dropped in
Lo an old favorite, Vaneili’s on North
Gloster Street, for the house special
pizza and a brew. Paid Tor it the next
moing, oo, out pounding the puve-
meat in the hot sun. Managed to make
all 10 kilometers, however, plas & loop
around the courthouge square for the
Gum Tree Arts Festival that just gety
better and better each year. Everywhere
Flooked there were diessed-up politi-
cians oul grinning and shaking hands
and kissing babics,

Best meat of the trip was in (he
backyard of Soper, Pent & Logan- Ben
Logai and his ather did (he cooking,
and the stow-cooked ribs were the best
Pve ever had. If Ben ever gets tired of
the taw, he can make a living oft his
barbecue grill.

Another fan advised me to cheek
out ““the best turmip greens in central
Mississippi” and deliciovs Southern-
cooked plate lunch at “the nameless
hole-in-the-walt nest door to the Black
Rose Theatre jn downtown Bra ndon,
where lwa pleasant fadies serve work-
ing fotks a good feed in very modest
accommodations.” The Black Rose is
on Black Street off Highway 80, 1 real-
fy appreciate the tip and hope to gel
there before the greens run out.

Felid get back o the Revolvin &
Tables Restmivant at the Mendenlall
Hotel a few weeks ago. | know one day
Ul go there and be disappointed - good
things just don’t last forever - bat my
recent repast at the big lazy susan was
as fine us Fean remember, Mos.
Morgan, the mother of the propricior,
entertained all the diners with old_[ush-
toned favorites at the organ - how long
since you've heard “Tennessee Wallz™
and “Let Me Call You Sweetheart”
beawtifuliy rendered by a sweetly smil-
ing great-grandmother im ploring you
for a special requese? The phatters of
steaming fried chicken and catfish and
alt the vegetables and rolls and comn

Highway Eats

by The Road Lawyer

muftins and condiments like -real
homensade sweet pickles and com rel-
ish coukin’t have been betler,

Fhen who should come into the djn-
ing room while I was eating but the
still living legend Coach Johnny
Vaught, stopping on hig way 1o a goll
tournament with some devoted Ole
Miss foiks, Forget about Halloween
1959, forget all those fast minute logses
to the Bear in the ‘603, forget cven that
Peyton tumed into a Big Orange, One
glance at Archie’s conch, knowing that
El’s on his way o Oxford, left litte
doubt that “next year™ is just around
the corner. Well, right there in
Mendenhall, it was great food, live
Music, and celebritics — and NENI0-
ries and dreams - and ail for just
$10.00, tax included.

Other readers keep tellin gme o get
by the other round tables in the sonth-
ern part of the state, that is, the: Dinner
Belt in McComb and the Round Table
in Brookhaven, but T haven't had busi-
ness there in the last yeas. Qe friend
said 1 go o the Round Tuble o
Monday, Wednesday, or i riday
beeause that's when they put out their
specialty, chicken fried steak. The fried
chicken is weil prepared, too, thou gh,
on Tuesday and Thursday.

Speaking of plate lunches, 1 suwe
have had some good ole home-cooked
vegetables at the Crystal Grill down-
town on Carrollton Avenue at Lamay
Street and Lhe railroad track in
Greenwood, The old Gic floor in this
place gives away the age of this place,
arestaurant since the carly 1900s. The
current ewners, the Liollio-Ballss fan.
tlies, lave had it sinee 1932,

The Crystal has at keast a dozen
choices of aain courses for [unch,
meluding sabmon Croguetics, some-
thing that sure reminds me of my
mother’s favorite dish to fix for our
family, not to mention sauteed caff

liver and onions, something else she
used te do, before any of us worried

about eating organ meats. You can also

get a plate of four vegotables, melt-jn-
your mouth yeast rotls and corn
mutfing, dessert, and tea or colfee for
aboul $5,00. All the prices at the
Crystat are more than reasonable, and
the meringue on top of those home-

made pies is 50 tall you can’t believe it

T've got 1o get back 10 Greenwood
sometime soon for a dinner at Lusco’s

which is not Far from the Crystal on the

other side of Carrollton Avenue. I
been 100 long since | had their special
broiled pompano swimming jo that
divine lemon and hutter sauee, all
enhanced, of course, by a delicious,
brown-bagged white Burgundy. Four
generations of Lhat family have been
serving up excellent seafood since
belore the Great Depression.

P've always heen Tascinated by

those curtained booths, hintin £ you can

dine in privacy and wilh whomever
you choase, legal or not. But the tines
['ve been there, the spirits have always
lifted the voices so you surcly know
whe's in the next booth. (1sn’t this the
elts where everybody still knows
everybody?)

Now, several folks have reconi-
mended a newer place in Greenwood,
but I kaven’t yet had a chance to par-
take ol the steaks and seafood at
Yianni's on Yalobusha Suvet, They say
it’s quite good, and it's open for tunch
and dinner hoth. But there arce no cur
tained booths and thus no mystery ——
Just good foad.

F'was disappointed on a tip to
Greenwood not long ago 10 lears thi
Maload’s Deli is no more. It wag st
south oft Highway 82 before you reach
the bridge over the Yazoo River {going
from east to west). Someonc said it
might be called KK's or something like
that and focated in a shopping center
on Grand Avenue, but [ haven’s
checked it out. Matouf’s “round the
wottd” and mufFaletts sandwiches
could flat fill you up and make you tick
your lips for more,

Send me your commmenis or U e y-
tions, please. Contact me in care of the
HCBA Uxecutive Dizector, Pat Bvans,
15t E. Griffieh Street, Jackson, MS
3201, or in care of the
webmaster@hindshar. coi,




Insuring Buildings and Office Contents

inswring ofiice contents and other
related equipment is a seeningly easy
task on the surface, but a closer look al
the eaveals of coverage may come as a
surprise to some. Most businesses are
now writien on a package policy which
inctude both property and Lability cov-
erage. Property coverage 15 usually
written on a Special Form that is basi-
cally an all-risk I"m m subject to policy
exclusions.

Regarding valuing your property, we
always reconunend you cousider
replacement coxt (RC)Y valuation in tieu
of actual cash value {ACVY. ACY is
simply replacement cost less deduction
for depreciation. Few claimants are
ever satisfied in the end wnder the ACYV
method when they receive 159 or so of
replacement cost fess their deductible.
Recovery is minimal ir many cases.

Then there is that oftea-tioublesome
issue of codnsurance, an insurance
company’s wethod of forcing you to
insure to value or suffer the conse-
quences, Usoaally set at 80% or 90% of
the insurable value, it is important to
remember the valuation method (RC or
ACV) should be closely ohserved. An
insurable vatue sel al 90% of aciual
cash value is substantially fower than
one set at 90% of replacement cosl. A
sigmificant penalty awsils those who
ignare this when establishing vaiues.

A simple methoed to eliminate the
coinsurance problem is 10 reguest
agreed amount coverage wherein the
coinsurance is waived or climinated.

An additional method is Lo request your

building and contents Himits at all Toca-
tions be covered on a dlanket liniit
basis, a combining of (he various cov-
erage Hmits in to one blanket limit.
Please note howevcer Lthe carrier is
obligated only to pay the actual cash
value or replacement cost less any
deductible regardless of the blanket
limtit, For example, regardless of the
blanket fimit amouont, don’t expect RC
claim settlenzent # you chose ACV as
your policy valuation clanse,

Various types ol contents need to be
specificalty insured with additional
Limits sueh as fine arts, antigque furni-

by Eric Elam

ture and rugs, cameras, video cameras,
and other portable type equipment.
Many of these dems have low policy
sublimits and some nay be excluded.
Fine arts and items or antiquity should
be covered on an agreed or stated

verfiee basis. ldentify these items angd
valnes in writing to your agent.

Finally, not 1] fire policics antomat-
icaily cover computer and other tech-
nelogy relaled cquipment, Assuming
your policy does, we recommend you
request a functional replacerent vaiua-
tion on technology equipment. This
vajuation method is designed to replace
the ohsolete computer no longer manu-
factured with a new system thal is com-
patible and in most cases better than its
predecessor 1. Values must in turn
relate to the functionat replacement
cost each item.

A good meeting with your insurance
agent should identify most trouble
spots insuging your butiding and office
conlents.

1

Eric Elant is the owner of Elam
Consuliting, Inc., an independent isur-
ance consulting fivm in Jackson, MS,
specializing in risk analysis, bid speci-

fications and analysis, claim assistance

anel expert witness services. Flom
Consulting does not self insurance
products.

MC SCHOOL OF LAW
Law Library Hours
June 1-August 6th, 1999

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday  7:30am-2:00pmn:

Friday 7:30am-6:00pm
Satueday G:00am-5:00pm
Sunday 2:00pm-6:00pm

For more information,
please call 925-7120.
Subject to change without prior notice.
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.—nw most difficult proHcms require the

]1()8{: 11111()Vat1V(/ ILSP()I}S 25, When the shadows of Hile
probiens loom, anigne approach makes all she dilference. Misdssippi Villey Tide responds,
With indepth knowledge 1o serve yonr loa] needs sty Saength to offer madonal resownces

and reserves immediately, Fexibility wo change with your usiress resclily, €l us (oday,

g MISbISSIPPI VALLEY TITLE
"+, « INSURANCE COMPANY

TG00 or L-800647-2124, wwvwmvt.eom

The foliowing bills were adopted in
the 1999 regular session of the
Mississippi Legislature and approved
by the Governor:

Senate Bl 2300, An act to amend
Section 9-1-36, Mississippi Code of
1972, to proceed for full funding of
trizl cowt support staff and office
allowance; and for related purposes.

Senate Bill 2479, An act to amend
Seclion 25-3-35, Mississippi Code of
1972, to increase the salaries of the
clected judiciary; to amend Section 25-
31-10, Mississippi Code of 1972, to
increase the compensation ol criminal
investigalors employed by district
artorneys; and for refated purposes,

Senate Bill 2563, An act to amend
Scction 8901049, Mississippi Cade of
1972, to provide that mortgages or
deeds of trust that secure fines of credit
shall not be extinguished upon payment
of the money seeured; to amend
Section 89-5-21, Mississippi Code of
1972, to specity when satisfaction of
mortgages or deeds of rust securing g
Iine of credil shall be entered upon the
record; and for related purposes.

Senate Bift 2643, An act 10 making
an additional appropriation of stale
general funds for the purpose of defray-

Leglslatxve Report

ing the expenscs of the Mississippi
Commission on Judicial Performance
tor fiscal year 1999,

House Bill 542, An act to amend
Section 73-3-401, Mississippi Code of
1972, 1o extend the date of the repealer
on Section 73-3-2 through Section 73-
3-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, which
create the Board of Bar Admissions
and prescribed its powers and duties
and establish regulations regarding (he
practice ol law in Mississippi; to reen-
act Sections 73-3-2, 73-3-25, 73-3-11,
73-3-35 through 73-3-51 and 73-3-55
through 73-3-49, Mississippi Code of
1972, which relate o the Board of Bar
Admissions and the practice of law;
and for related purpeses.

House Bill 613. An act to reenact
Sections 13-7-1, 13-7-5, 13-7-7, 13-7-
9, 13-7-11,13-7-13, 13-7-15, 13-7-17,
13-7-19, 13-7-21, 13-7-23, 13-7-28,
13-7-27,13-7-29, 13-7-31, 13-8-33,
13-7-35, 13-7-37, 13-7-39, 13-7-41,
13-7-43, 13-7-45, 13-7-47 and 13-7-49,
Mississippt Code of 1972, which create
the State Grand Jury Act; Lo amend
Section 99-11-3, Mississippi Code of
972, to extend he exemption of the
State Grand Jury Act from the law gov-
erning local jurisdiction and venue; o

amend Section 27 of Chapler 55, Laws
of 1993, as amended by Chapter 382,
Laws of 1998, (0 extend the repealed
ot the Grand Jury Act; and for related
purposes.

House Bill 1145, An act to amend
Section 97-19-57, Mississippi Code of
1972, 1o revise the notice provision of
the bad cheek law regarding transac-
tions mvolving motor vehicles; and for
related purposes,

House Bill 1362, An act to amesnd
Section 97-19-75, Mississippi Code of
1972, to revise the service charge
payable to the complainant in a bad
chieck case; and for related puUrposes.

House Bill 1672, An act to sutho-
rize the issvance of general obligation
bonds of the State of Mississippi in the
amount of $20,000,000.00 for the pur-
pose of renovalions for constructing a

Justice facility to accomsnedate the

state supreme court, courl of appeats
and law library, and for moving a
build-out expenscs related to such con-
struction; and for related purposes.

Copies of these bills may be
oblained from (he Mississippi
Legislative Reference Bureau web site
at wywe s state.ms.us or by calling the
Bureau al 601-359-3135,

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION BUDGET 1999-2000

Income Bodget In-Town Travet 450
Insurasee 400
ANLIR $4.,0060 Law Firm Survey 560
CLE 500 Law Wecek Dinner 6,800
Grants (55,000 98/9%) 5,000 Managemeun( Services 21,500
lnterest Earned 2,700 Members Socials 4 000
Law Firm Survey 1,000 Membesship Luncheons 5,000
Law Week Dinner 5000 | Miscellaneous 500
Membership Dues 66,000 Newsicteer 13,000
Membership FLuncheon Fees 4,000 Peoples Law Schoal 1,080
Miscellaneous F30 Postage 8:5(}0
Newsletter Ads 2,000 Printing & Supplies 5,600
Peoples Law School 500
Tournament-Golf 14,000 Projects:  PAIRS 300
Total Income $104,850 Professionalism Fastisute 300
Expenses Social-Christmas 5,000
ABA Conference & Ducs $5,000 Storage 360
Board Luancheons 1,500 Telephone £.000
CLE 500} TFournament-Golf 10,500
Committee Lunches 3,000 Tournament-Golf Charitable Contribution 3,500
Computer/Website 1,500
Grants 5.000 Total Expenses $104,450
is
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1997: A superior service right
out of the gate
» Divect history within 2-4 hours of case
receipl, overnlings within 21 hows
v KeyCite® covers il federal and state
(?E.IS;‘(’S on Westlaw?, the largest electronic
case Tawy collection anywhere
» Warning flags in cases on Westlaw
» Headnotes i firll text; ability to it your
Gilations list to a Topic and Key Number
» Depth of treabment stars, quole urarks,
casy filiering controls
» Covers more than ane million wireporied
cases, AL and 600 law reviews
» Table of Authorilies service to spob

weaknesses in opponents arguiments

For more information, call

EET

1998: Expanded citing references
keep you covered
» KeyCile now covers el focderal and
atate cases from the beginning of the
National Beporter Systeny’
v American Jurisprdence 2d
» Couch on Inswrance”™
» Norton on Bankruptey
+ The Rutter Group™ California and Texas
Mraciice Guides
» Witkin® Californta Treatises
v Mertens, The Federal Law of Taxation
» Wright & Miller, Fexleval Practice
and Procedure”
» West Group attoroey-editors add
more than 300000 Distinguisherd

history postings

1-800-REE-ATTY (1-800-733-2889)

16

ite.

The Key ta Good Law

BancraltWhitney - Clark Bourdmen Callaghan
[areryers Cooporative Publishing « Yo

g

KeyCite. The revolution continues
with nonstop improvements.

1900: Exciting enhancements
on the way

FIRST QUARTER
v Citing references to Stale wisprudence
snateriads for NY, CA,TX, OH, FLand PA
SECOND QGUARTER
» Stertute coverage!
KeyCite a statute 1o see whether ibis st ill
g();xl Jaw and view citing relerences to
cases that interpret. it, and Lhe Notes of
Decisions prepared by Wesl Group
attorney-editors. Coverage for all 50
states, USCA* and CTH
» National Labor Relations Board
(RLEB)--flt coverage from the official
NLRE
» [esearch Mnstifute of America’s (R A
prezuier tax cifator on Westlaw
» Newy case-tracking service
THIRD QUARTER
» More federal administrative malerials
» Ephanced limits features offer you even
grealer contral to focus i on what. you
wanl Lo sce—no more, ner less
FOURTH QUARTER
» Increased case kaw coverage

v frilerface enhancemoents

Y

WEST
GROUP

[
Pove® - Wast Pubsisning

Spending a lot of time browsing on-
line? If 0, you may be wongdering
whether to upgrade and consider the
relative strengths and merits of
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer and
Netscape Communicator.

Internet Explorer 5.0 has recently
been released. It includes a number of
new fcatures. IntelliSense helps auto-
mate tasks. B inclades AunteComplete,
which can {iif out forms automatically;
AutoCorrect, which incorporates ntel-
ligent correction of typographical
errors, much like the technology now
utitized by Word and WordPertect;
Antolnstall, to install any components
that may be needed while visiting a
web page; AutoDetect, which gives the
system the ability 0 get visual clues
aboul items that are vnavailable off-
line; and AutoConfiguration, which
conneets the directory to a proxy server.

The new AwroSearch, utilizes multi-
screen technotogy by allowing you o
Lype requests into the addsess bar,
rather thai an additional window,

browse search results in the left pane ol

Internet Bxploser 5.4, and view the sug-
gested page in the night window.
Related Links helps you find iike sites.
The windows Racio Toolbar is an iter-
esting new feature that allows you to
listen to the radio while going aboul
your browsing.

Perhaps the nmost inportant leature
currently used is e-mail, and Outlook
Express las simifacly been upgraded to
Version 5.0, Now, you don’t have to
open Outlook Express to get Inlernet
Bxplorer, or vice versa. s pew fea-
tures include designer stationery, mes-
sage downloading off-ling, synchroniz-
ing address books of various c-matlers,
ard following news groups.

Internet Explorer continues o use
Lhe Favorites Bar (as opposed to
Netscape’s hookimuuks), which can also
be viewed off-line, Internet Explorer
5.0 also includes off-lise browsing, but
this can use a lot of disk space.

The latest version of Netscape
Communicator is 4.5, although ver-
sion 5.0 should be forthcominy this
summer, 1t does have a plog-in that

On Computing
by Joel W. Howell, HI

uses Norton Anti-Virus 1o check down-
loaded fifes before they ever save them,
which Internet Explorer does not have
as of this writing. Wilh the profifera-
tion of viruses, this has beconie an
increasingly important and desirable
feature. By the time Version 5.0 of
Netscape Communicator is refeased,

it should effectively compete with
Internet Explarer but [or now 18 5.0
appears to have somewhat of an
advantage.

Peatium 1I's are getting laster and
cheaper. This week, Infel releases 4
550 wmegahertz chip, and, in the thixd
quarter, it will be shipping 600 mega-
hertz and faster Peatiom 111 chips,
Mobile Pentivm 11 chips will be ship-
ping in September at 450 megahertz
and 500 megahertz, and you can expect
to sec 700 megohertz by (he first of the
year.

lomega has introduced a 250 mega-
hertz Zip drive, which will also be fully
compatible with and utilize the old 100
wicg cactridges, The | gig and 2 pig
Jaz drives renmin options for large stoe-
age, and can also be utilized to boot as
if from & hard drive.

Faor those of you who have not yet
made it (0 WordPerlect Suite 8 Legal
Edition, which includes Dragon
Matarally Speaking, there’s stifl time.
However, WordPerfect 9 15 on the way
as WordPerfect Qffice 2000, Designed
te compete direetly with Microsofe
Office 2000, it utilizes essentially the
same sulte of programs as WordPerfect
Suite 8, but updated to Version 9.0:
WordPerfeet, Quattro Pro, Corel
Presentation, CorelCentral 9, and
Parudox.

WordPerleet 9.0 will include pro-
ductivity eohancers, ingluding
AutoSeroli, a new aavigation button for
browsing docweents by headers, foot-
ars, tables, and endnotes, real tme pre-
view, better prinl preview, and a suve Lo
doc.pdf files.

Those of you actively involved with
the word processing and printing
options will like the print preview,
which, like real time preview, allows

you to play with formatting options
such as fonts, lines, tables, borders, and
shadings, without appiying them to the
document.

[f you use spreadshects, Microsoft
Excel is probably preferable to Corel’s
Qualtro Pro, but, that, of course,
invoives swilching between office
suites.

WordPerfect Suite 8 incorporated
Amicus, a personal information anag-
er (PIM), which is speciatly designed
for the law office and a very nifty tool,
Ao inleresting alternative yet o be
evaluated is CorelCentral 9, a PIM
including a day manager, a calendar,
memo feature, card file, and address
hook. This synchronizes with the
address bogk feature of WordPerfect.

H you do any on-line viewing at all,
Adobe Acrobat Reader, a simple ver-
sion of which is downlcadable for fiee,
allows you o view, navigate, and prin
doc.pdf Ges. Incorporated in many
other products, it is also included 1a the
WordPerfect Suites and is a definite
must have. Finally, it will also be inter-
esting to see what upgrades there will
be to Dragon Nalurally Speaking. Be
advised, as noted in the last article, that
it is a resonece-intensive product. One
option of which you should be aware,
altheugh a pricey one, is the
NaturallyMobite recorder, which will
hold up to 40 minutes of continuos
speech in buill in memory, and up to 80
additionz]l minutes on removable mem-
ory cards. This can carried with you
and then attached to your office
compuier to transcribe dictation, For
$699 retail, it is, however, an expensive
huxury.

Cuestions or comments? Send email
to wehmaster@hindsbar.com.




New HCBA Logo

The Hinds County Bar Association College.
has & new logo that was unveiled at the The HCBA Board voted on the
Evening Honoring the Judiciary on entrics af the April meeting and select-
May 6th. Through the efforts of past cd John Barfow’s design as the winner.
president Ben Piaxza, a conest for an Other finalists included: 2nd Place,
HCBA logo was held in one of the Jenny Roberlshaw; 3rd Place, Jenifer
design classes, taught by Mike Jeflreys; and 4th Place, Shalon

Hataway, at Hinds Community Hopkins.

Mark Chinn unveils the new HCBA Logo at the May Gth Dinner that was designed
by John Barlow (center), a Hinds Convwnunity College student. Alse attending was
Me Barlow’s design class professor, Mike Hataway.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc,
151 E. Griffith Street
Jackson, MS 39201

FIRST CLLASS

First Class Mall

LS. Postage
PAID
Jackson, MS
Permit #670




MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

OCTOBER 1999

President’s

by Harris H. Barnes, 11 (Trip)

As many of you know, the aomual golf
lournament was recently held at Patrick
Farms. | can’t say enough about the fine
work that folm Proctor, OF, and his
commiltee did. Special thanks go (©
Debra Allen, 1% Harris Collicr, FHE,
Patricia H, Evans, Robert C. Grenfell, T.
Kenneih Giilfis, b, Stuart G, Kroger,
Kenneih C. Miller, Keith D, Obert, Beo
L Piazza, kv, and Jody Vamer. We had
many hole sponsors, as well as corporate
sponsors who paid for our food and
drink. If you get the chance, please make
it 4 point to do business with the
spongors, and thank those who so
generously provided funds for the
tournament. We had a wondertul time.

1t’s hard to believe that this year is
tapidly coming fo a close. FPoothall
season is here. The weather is getting a
Hitie bit cooler, and Thasksgiving and
Christmas will soon be upon us. That
memns the year is almost half over (at
teast the Bar ycar), so it you are poing to
work on some of the commilfees, you
need to get going.

1n the Newsletter Lhere is an ariicle by
Melissa Gardner. As you can see, she
needs some help for this most
worthwhile project. We ofien ask
ourseives what do we do o benefit the
communily; the Pariners program is such
a program. If you get the chance, call
Melissa and volunteer to assist her with
this program. it has shown itself to be of
henefit o all.

E.ast but nol least, cheek the events
catendar for the socials and the

Christimas party. Pot these on your
calendar snd be there.

Conclusion

Now, onc final matler. A nunzher of
reonths age I was interviewed by a
newspaper coneerning my personal
opinion on tort reform. Those of you whao
know me know that [ have spoken out on
duite a few occasions on the jssae of tax
reform. In many speeches T have also
talked aboul welfare reform and health
care reform. However, on each of thoge
oceasions 1was doing so as 3 private
incividoal and rot as the President of the
Hinds County Bar Association, In

August Membership Meeting

retrospeet, 1 should not have satd
anything concerning lovt refor, tux
reform, health care reform or wellare
reform, since the Hinds County Bar
Associgltion takes no position on any of
these matters,

En retrospeet, | shoudd have kepl imy
personal opinions to sysell. To those
members of the Hinds County Bar
Association whom | offended, T sincerely
apologize. IUwas certainly not my
inteniton (0 offend you or to give anyone
Lhe beliel that the Hinds County Bar
Association ook any position
whatsoever on any ol these maglers.

The Honorable flarvey Johnson, Jr, Mayor of the City of Juckson, was the speaker at
the August Menthership Meeting, Pictured with Mayor Johnson are Ed Lawlor,
Program Chairman (left), and Trip Barnes, HCBA President.

kX
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Hinds County Bar Association 'l

Fall Focial

Thursday, October 21, 1999 + Hal & Mal’s Brew Pub » 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, October 19, 1999

12:00 Noon

Capital Chub

f.unch $10.00

Gubernatorial candidate Ronnie Musgrove and Rusty Fortenberry,
Campaign Advisor for Mike Parker, will be the speakers.
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CLE Calendar

November 4
12th Anmml Workers’ Comp Practice & Procedure Seminar. MC School of Law. 925-7173

November 4 .
MDLA/MS Claims Association Joint Seminar. MS Defense Lawyers Association, 992-8645

November 10
Insurance Law: Bad Faith Claims, Lorman Buasiness Center, 715-833-3940

November 30
ABA Center for CLE 99 Update: Clean Air Act. MC School of Law. 925-7173

December 1-2
Individual Income Tax - 99 Laws, MS Assaciation of Public Accountants. 1-800-321-1276

December 2
Understanding, Preventing, & Litigating Y2k Issues, MC School of Law/Practicing Law Institute. 925-7173

Calendar of
Events

Oc, mber 1 9

HCBA Memhérs‘}ilp Meetmg o

Noon. (/ap:tai Ciub

()cff)ber,?)f'- o
Fall Social.
5:30-7:00. Hal & Mal's,

December 2
Christmas Social. -
5: '50 7: 0(} Mg Bdr (‘mtu

F {’b? HATY f ’5

HCBA Memberqhip Mectmg.' _

Noon. Capital Club.

April 18
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club.

Newsletter

Invites
Helpful Hints

The Newsletter fnvites articles or
article ideas containing helplul practice
hints which might prevent professional
embarrassment or save time. If you know

of a statute, decision, regulation or
procedure which is obscure or a trap or of
a source for data, goods or services which
is difficult ro locate, write it up in any
tormat {rarragive, outline, checklist) and
send it to the Newsielter,

Il you kave an idea but cannol write an
article, then send in the idea and the
Newstetter stafl will write it op. Your
articte or idea will be published under
your name or without attcibution, at your
request.

Send your articles or jdeas 10 HCBA
Newsletter: mail to 151 12, Griftith Street,
Jackson, MS 39204; fax 10 601-925-7115;

or e-mai 1o wehmaster@hindsbar.com.

1999 HCBA/JYL Golf Tournament

There were aver 06 participants in the HCBAJYL Golf Teurnanient held Awvgust 26 at Palvick Farms, The zoaual event was chaired
by John Proctor. Serving as commitéee members were: Debra AHen, Harris Colbier, Start Kruger, Ben Piazza, Jody Varner, Ken Miller,
Robert Grenfell, Frip Barnes, and Kenny Griffis. The proceeds frons the tournament will go to the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers
Praject. Shown below are some of the pacticipants in the tournamest.

From left, gof,"(’n York C mn; H{ Heb(’.r .Snmm)ns rmd Daong Harris Callicr, Committee Member and Past HCBA President
Miraéle. : . C tlefty; and John Procior, Tournament Chairman.,

fi1 the foregrouiid, ,«‘mm I()ﬂ Rfma'of,t}h W?md .h jj I{r(ks(m el From left, We O. “Chet” Dillard, Ben Piazza, Committee Member and
Mike Muk)rm\’ . < Post HCBA President, Phillis Thoruton, Execidive Ditector of the
Missixsippi Volwiteer Lanvyers Project, and Trip Barnes, HCBA President.

From left, Ken Rogers, Joln E. Wade, Steve Carmady, Brooks Josh Wiener { ."f‘ﬁ 3 D(mny Cropwell { s.frmdmg ) mrd Mark Chinn,
Eason, and Jody Varner, Conantittee Member, Past HCBA President,
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WITH MISSISSIPPI COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE D. ROOK MOORE, 111

Judge B2. Rook Moore, Hi has been
engaged in the general practice of law in
Holly Springs since 1968, A native of
Byhalia, he graduated from Byhalia High
Schoot in 1959, He completed his
undergraduate studies at the University of
Mississippi with a B.S. degree in 1963
and earned his 1.D. from the University
of Mississippt Schoot of Taw and way
admitted to the Bar in 1966, Judge Moore
represents the First Congressional District
on the Court ol Appeals.

I3 1968, he was elected County
Attorney of Marshall County in 1968, and
he served in that capacity for 8 years, He
sorved as Board Altorney for the City of
Holly Springs, the Towa of Byhatia, the
Tow of Polts Carap, Marshali County
Hospital, and Marshall County School
District, and was general counsel for
Bank of Holly Springs and Citizens Bank,

Judge Moore served as Municipal Judge
for the Town of Byhalia and the City of
Holly Springs, Marshall County Youth
Court Tudge, and Master in Chancery,

He has beea President of the Haolly
Springs Rotary Club and 2 meinber of the
Byhalia Lions Chib. He is a Deacon at the
First Presbyterian Church i Hotly Springs.

Judge Moore is married to the former
Marie Sigman of Holly Springs. He and
Murie are the parents of ong son, the ke
Pudley Rook Moore, Y, and two
daughters, Marie Austin Moore of
Alexandria, Virginia, and Susanna
Thornton Moore.

Following are Fudge Moore’s answers
to our questions:

Whesn did you assume the Courl of
Appeals beach?

July 1, 199%

Were you elected or appointed to fill an
unexpired term?

I was appointed to fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of Judge
Thomas A. Coleman,

When does your tenn expire

January 1, 2061,

Do you plan o rer for re-clection?
Yis, 1 certainly de.

Do you have a partiewiar judicial
philosophy, and, if so, what 1s it?

I have a great respect for legal
precedents and principles, Respect and
ohservance of legal precedents are the
cornerstone of our profession and
enable us to predict the Tegal
consequences of our actions, To
maintain order in a modern, democratic

by Richard A, Montague, Jr.

sociefy, we must abide by mutually
agreed upon rales,

How doces serving on the Court of
Appenls conpare to your law practice?
There is no comparison. My practice
was heetic, with never enough houors in
the day. Working at the Court of
Appeals is serene by comparison, much
like working in a library. As a Judge
for the Court of Appeals, I have time to
carefully consider all sides of an issve
and the legal rights of all the parties
involved. This is a very different focus
than that of advecate for one side of a
Tegal dispute.

Flave you moved to Jacksen or do you
commule?

My family has an apartment on Ohd
Canton Road in Jacksen. We are here
during the week but hack in Holly
Springs on the weekends, We are all
impressed by the Kindness and
courtesy shown to us by the people in
Jackson. Everyone has made a special
effort fo make s feel at kome and we
appreciate that very much.

Do you have any spare time? If so, what
do you do with it?

Fime permitting, 1 like fo travel, I'm
also an avid sports Ian, T enjoy any sport
played with a ball. When I am in Holly
Springs, 1 enjoy working in my yard.
How does serving on the Court of
Appeals compare to your previous service
as a Municipal Couort Judge, Youth Court
Juchyge and Master in Chancery?

These are difficult comparisons.
Practically all of the decisions made by
me in these courts were without the
benefit of briefls, and made under the
pressure of the need for innnediate
ruling. Here at the Court of Appeals,
the Judge is removed [rom the heat of
battle, and the Judge has more time to
carcfully consider the parties® legal
positions. This results in decisions that
are well considered and deliberate.
Further, the process of deliberating
with the other Court of Appeals
Judges, either in panel discussions or
cn bane, provides me with further
perspectives that I may nof have
previously considered,

How did your law practice and prior
judictal experience prepare you for
service on the Court of Appeals?

Thirty years of {he general practice of
Eaw is an fnvaluable experience for
service on the Court of Appeals, My

previous judicial experience has tanght
me nof to be impulsive, and to weigh
and consider the evidence and issues
from both parties before making a
decision. Over the thirty-yeir span of
my law practice, I encountered many
types of cases. Fhis has given me 2 good
foundation and insight to handle the
huge variety of issues presented to the
Court of Appeals daily. These can range
from novel, complicated issues in civil
cases, to imporiant evidentiary and
consiifutional issues in criminal cases.
Ts serving on the Court of Appeals what
you expected?

Yes, I'm really enjoying my work.

Has any aspect of serving on the Court of
Appeals surprised you?

I wouldn’t say surprised, but 'm very
impressed with the professionalism and
hrtegrity of the Judges and staif of the
Court of Appeals,

Whal is the eurrenl caseload of Conrt of
Appeals Iudges and Supreme Couré Judpes?
Our administrator informs me that the
Court of Appeals has decided 541 cases
thus Far in 1999, and we’ve issued a
written opinion in each c¢ase. F do not
know the Supreme Court's caseload,
hut T would expect it fo be fess due to
the structure of our appellate systen.
s there anything about the structure of
the Mississippi appeals process you
would change? '

I do nwt feel 17ve heen a2 member of the
Court long enough to validly answer
this question,

P36 you have any complaints about the
Courl of Appeals or lawyers praclicing
before the court 1hat you would care to
make public?

See above answer.

Have you poticed any recurring mistakes
mude by lawyers appearing hefore the
couel?

See above answer,

Do you have any advice or sany other
generid comments for the readers of the
HCBA News? :

My advice would be for us to do our
utmost to practice Iaw in a civil and
courteous manner and with such
integrity that we would be known as an
attorney whose word is his or her
bond. And, further, never forgetting
the menmorable words of Jerry Jeff
Walkei:

“Life is mostly attitude and timing.”

Look Closely At What You Pick
Or You Could Easily Get Stuck.

Everybody knows you get what you pay for. So when
you're looking at malpractice insurance companies, 1measure
more than just the cost. Protect yourself now with American
National Lawyers Insurance Reciprocal. We're the company
that provides malpractice insurance coverage exclusively to
lawyers.

We insure more than 10,000 lawyers. Let us show you

the advantages that convinced them. Call our marketing
department at 888-262-2104 for more information.

Endorsed by the Hinds County Bar Association
and the University of Mississippi Law Alumni Chapter

—  AMERICAN
Z) NATIONAL
LAWYERS

A~ INSURANCE
RECIPROCAL

Risk Retention Group




Do You Know What I Did Last Summer ai‘ld Do You Care?

by John Land McDavid

My wife Sylvia and T went on a cruise
last May. This article contains some
comments, observations and facts aboul
oy trip.

Swissair, The trip over on Swissair
(rorn Attanta to Zurich to Istanbul was a
pleasure. Besides roomy seats, the
courleous Swissair flight atteadants
worked continactsty to make the {light
comfortable and enjoyable.
twelve and one-half million population
Hve in LBurope and she other half in Asia.
Mosques are visible in ali directions,
Prayers broadeast over loudspeakers
from balcosics on minarets conld be
beard from our hotet soous. The three
mnain tourist sites ave the Basilica of
Hagia Sophia, dedicaled in 537 ATx by
Emperor Justinian on the site of a church
butll by Constanting, 1he Bine Mosque,
buill in the fate 16(0°s by the Oitoman
Turks to surpass Sophia, and the Grand
Bazaar, with over a thousand shops under
onc roof, During daylight hours, our ship,
the ¥M.S. Maasda, passed throngh the
Brardanelies.
ever the dipiomat, referred ta Athens as
“untidy.” "
narrow, yel it did not seem o matter
when 1 stoodd on an Athens street, looked
up 10 ke Acropolis and the Partheson
wird realized 1 was standing in the cradie
of Weslern Civilization,

Ihe streets were crooked and

travel plans long before we heard of
Kosovo. About lwo weeks befare
depacture, our lravel agent called and
suid there had been caneellations among
the Luxury Suiles, which suites include a
farge slateroom, & spacious private
veranda, a separale dressing room and
various perks. As a result of the
cancellations, which (he agent assumed
was caused by éhe war in the Batkans, we
coutd bumgp up. So up we bumped and
enjoyed our cruise in a Luxory Suite
(with spacious verandy, etc, e¢.),
Malta, The harbor ai Velletla s
aniquely beautiful. Buildings great and
smalt in Malta are made of 4 local
sandstone which has a khaki-to-yellow
color. As deseribed by a travet
prblication, *Golden ir colot, Vetletta at
fivst sight resembles a beautifully
seulptured sand castle.” Because of

6

Walta's stradegic Iocation in the middle of
the Mediterranean, it has been occupied
by, among ofhers, Phoenicians, Romans,
Arabs, Normans, Knights of the Owder of
St Fohm of Jerulseuny {now known as the
Knights of Malta), Napoleon and the
British. The British contrelled the island
for 165 years. Paul of Tarsus was
shipwrecked on Malta. Acfs: 27, 28,
Ynglish and Maltese are official
fanguages. The most important evenl in
lhe hislory of Malta was Hs occupation
by the Knights of Mabta from 1330 1o
17198 A.D. After the Knights were driven
by the Mosiems out of the Holy Lasnd,
Cyprus and Rhodes, Holy Reman
Emperor Charles V gave Malta in
perpetnity to the Knights for the rent of a
single [alcon to be delivered annnally 1o
the Viceroy of Sicily. Hence the Maltese
Falcon.

principal city of Mallores, onc of several
islands which together comprise a
separsle provinee of Spain. Matlorea is
suid to be a playground of the rick and
Famous and claims six 1o seves mitlion
visitors per year, Local tour guides boast
that Michael Douglas owns a house on
the isfand. Bordering the harbor and the
palin-tree lined shoreline drive is a strect
containing upscale shops on the groond
level with hotels and apartments on the
upper floors, Behined (ke harbor front are
more free lined streets, shops,
apartments, hotels and ativactive parks
with lush: shrubs and flowers. Patma is a
clean and atéractive resorl eily,

and through the Strait. The Rock is a
Faniliar sight to any American alter years
of seeing Prudential ads. As you go
through the Steait you can sce both
Frope and Africa in one line of vision.
Bingo. While playing bingo aboard
ship, Sylvia won a Holland American
Cuarribean croise for fwae. Five people,
including Syivia, bingoed. In a live-
person playofl game, Sylvia won. As
Sytiva stood up it our Lusury Suile (with
spacious verands, efe., ete.) on her way
Lo play bingo, she said,”l am going to
win us a cruise.”” And she did.
one mitlion people. The Portuguese arc
suid to he warm, lriendly and even
humble. Portugal reached its political
peak during the fificenth century when,
encouraged by Prince Henry the
Navigator, its explorers such as Vasco de
Gama wenl where man had never gone
helore - around the workd in a wooden
ship. Portogal has two “riviera” arcas and
anumber of tourist sites including the
Fatima shrine. Compared to othér
western Hurope countries, Portugal is a
teavel bargain. Ie is probably overlooked
by Americans as i vacation destination.
Vigo, Spain. Vigo is a port on the
Atlantic in the northwest part of Spain.
The arca was seltied by Celes. We visiled
a vitlage of stone houses bailt by Celts in
the third or fourth centary B.C. Although
lhe regional fanguage is basically
Spanish il has # Celtic influence.
Bagpipes are still part ol (he regional
tradition. The area is obviously
prosperous. The tour guide boasted of
numerous induostrics including several
American plants and as antomobile
factory. 20,000 fishing vessels sadl from

call is located on the Seine River estuary
across from Le Harve. Both Chamgplain
and La Salle sailed from Honfleor 10
explore North America. Among several
day trips, | chose the Normandy 1)-Day
Beaches. Although few signs of the 13-
Day landing remain on the beaches, it
was a pariicular experience to walk on
Omaha Beach.Borb and shell craters
and concrete German coasiad gun
cmplacements are still at Point Dy Hoc
where, in the dark hours before the -

{Continued on page 7)

Do You Know What I Did Last Summer and Do You Care?..

Pay boding, American Rangers scaled
sheer ¢iills to capture and sitence the
guns. They succeeded and then had to
defend their position for two and one-
half days until reliel arrived suffering
60% casualty.

In addition to the beaches, the
American cemetery, Point Du Hoc and
other World Wae 1E sites, the toug, which
ook an hour-and-a-half each way by
hus, had unexpecied enjoyments. The
MNormandy countryside, towns and
villages are seamdessly picturesque. Un
the way to the beaches we drove by
grech pastures in which cows grazed
against a hackdrogp of tall trees. On
return we drove atong side Mississippi-
Delta sized Tields green with wheat and
vellow with rape. [ lack the ability te
deseribe the beaaty of Normandy,

There is one other Normandy surprise
worth relating. My past experience had
heen that hinch on a bus tour is a ham
sandwich. On the way back from the
beaches, we iraveled through a rucal
ared on a two-lane, farm-lo-markel fype
road and then terned off on a lesser
road. Aftes a whtle on this road, the bus

turped off on o the grounds of what
appearcd 1o be s two-story residence
which, as it turned out, s ow a
restavrunl. This was our lusch stop,

Upon entering the restaurant, we
were greeted and scated by an attractive
young woman ig a full-length black
dress. [ assamed she was Vielnamese,
The waitlers wore black bolero jackets
and black bow ties as part of theic
tmiform. The tables, covered with while
tubleclaths, were set with dinner plates,
an array of silver and wine and waler
glasses in the manner of expensive
American restauranls. A delicious,
three-course lunch with wine was
attractively presented ang professionally
served. In Normandy they know how o
do 2 bus tour lunch.

My Normandy experiences made e
want to rent a room, @ bicycle and an
Lnglish-French dictionary and stay a
menth. This could have been a mistake
as owr local guide was an Austealian
who had lived in Normandy for over
twenty years.E did not ask him if be had
Jumped a cruise ship as 1 was
consideriag.

AContinued from page 0)

world of similes, metaphors, hyperbale,
undersiatement, irony and o - really
bad days - sarcasm and ridicuie, Most
athers do not, The difference is quickly
apparent when | go on a cruise or bus
iouzr which does not include\s_pmc
southerners or others who vaderstand
somthern tadk. Fwill say, “We mist have
walked ten mifes from the bus up to this
castle.” They will say, “You are wrong!
The Lour guide said the distance is cight-
tenths of a mile.” On a day when the
temperature is 93 degrees in the shade,
will say, “If the temperature gets much
worse, we will alt lrceze” They will
say, “Freeze? Why it must be 95 degrees
in the shade.” Most southerners would
have known exactly what Fmeant in
cach instance and replied in kind from
their own vocabulary of similes,
hyperboles or even ridicule learned
while growing up southern. Bt must be
dult living in the literal workd.

The End. And now as the sun slowly
sinks in the West, we bid a fond farewell
o what { did last summer.

LEFOLDT KXY

CERTIFIED PURLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly refevant to your need for professional
excellence from your accounting experts. Our services iclude expert witness
testimony at depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts,
consultaton on litigation options and approaches, support during the dis-
covery process, damage analysis and review, investigative auditing, forecasting
of cconomic losses, fraud audits, asset searches and tracing of funds.
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by David 1.

It seems that we attorneys are oftea confused when discossing the issue
of whether attorney's fees oy be granted mspecific causes. In general, we
canchude that such fees may only be granted when provided by a contract at
issue or when authonzed by statute. You may be surprised to (ind that the
Misstssippi Code contains three pages of citations on Lhis subjeet,
Therelore, we offer lor your convenience the following list of statuiory
authorilics providing lor reasonable atormey s fees{hersinalter fees) in
addition to damages, costs and other relief. The tist is pot exhanstive but
witl hopelutfy enfighten even the most fcarned (Hand) among you:

Code Section
1143

i3

11341

1333, 5.7
HI5119, 121
213

2737
113385

113531

115337

115381
11555, 7

31357

317300

35523

3733162

417201

411338

Subject Matter

Shipper is entitled to fees, costs and damages incurred as
the resultof & party's illegal scizure of (he shipper’s
perishable commodity through a judicial weit.

A product mannfaciuger found lable for a defective prodact
shall indemnity the product seller for the costs, fees and
damages awarded as the resudl of titigation, unless the scler
exercised substantial control over that aspect of the design,
testing, mantufacture, efe. of the product thal caused b,
When the Mississippi Supreme Court assesses costs against
#n appellee, ihe appeliant shall be entitfed W a judgment
anainst the appellee in the amovnt of the appellant ¢ costs,
including fees.

Pary fonnd wrongfully enjoined may recover costs, fees
and danrages incurred from an injunction to stay
proceadings at law.

Arbitrator nway award foes and costs to the prevailing party
in confroversies arising from construction contracts amd
related agreements,

fn alf cases of the partition or sale of praperty for division
of proceeds, the conl inay altow fees W the altorney or
plaintify.

Prevailing defendant may weover costs and [ees incurmed in
detending an eminent dowain action.

Courrt rnay sward fees and costs {6 & defendant debtor for a
wronglul attachawent al law.

Garnishee who fails to wnswer suramons is fiable to

Judgmient creditor for costs and lees in addition to the
amount of plaintill s demand.

Chancery court may award costs and Tees {o a parly
instituting a class suit which recovers or preserves propierty

ar a fund for the common henefit of the cliss,

Prevaiting party i a suit on open sceounl is enlitted to
recover fegs,

Court may award fees and costs under the Litigation
Accountability Act of 1988 for meridess claims or defenses,

Prevailiog party may recover fees incurred in suil by

subeontractor against conlractor or surely on @ payment or

performance bond secuning a public works contract.

Public bodies shalt pay lees 10 vendors who prevail in

administeative of Judiciat actions to collect interest dae in

payment for goods and services,

Fees may be atlowed for a poardion & attorney from the

estate of the ward for Jegal services o the estate oF to the

ward under the Uniform Veterans Guardianship Law

(%% 3551 o 33).

Misstssippi Department of Rehabilitation Services shall

recover fees tncurred it aclion filed pursuant to ils

subrogation rights against a thisd party liable for injuries w4

client who has received medical or rehabifitation assistance,

Prevailing party may recover cosls and fees on appeal of a

finad order by the State Department of Healthin a
‘ertificate of Need proceeding.

A communily hospital may recover fees expended to

colloct repaymcnt of a foan granted 10 a physictan, student

e

Trewella

4129529

414122

416728

43127

4313125, 315

431931, 37

4321619

432315

43377, 9

53967, o4

392141

or employee by (he hospital hoard of frusiees.

A pcr:\'fm whose wire, orad or other communication 1s
intercepted, disclosed or used in violation of the faws
governing interceplion of wire or oral commonications (§§
412950 to 537) may recover damnages, costs and fees from
the perpetrator.

Heallhire providers andfor persons who intenlionatly
vinlale the Uniform HealthCare Decisions Act (8§ 4141204
to 2293 or an individund s advanee healthcare directive are
subject by hability lor damapes plus fees.

Prevatling party may rceover costs and fees in g lawsuit
resudting frone viokation of the Mississippi Individual
OnSite Wastewaler Disposal System Law (§8 41671 to 31).
Mississippi Department of Honsan Services way recover
fees and cosis incurred in an aclion o recover sums paid to
any person as a resull of any [alse statewent, concealment
of fact, ur misreprescalation given in order to obtain aid.
Recipient of Medicaid assistance paynients may recover
such payments, in addition to costs and fees allowed by the
courd, ju an action against a thicd party for cavsing the
inuries, discise 0T sickness for which the payments were
neade. The Mississippi Medicaid Commission has
subrogation rights For the recipient’s procecds from such
action, and any entity who refuses 1o honor the
Coramission’s subrogation rights shall, i found Hable, be
reguired to pay donble (e amount of Medicaid benefis
paid, including the assessawent of costs and fees.
Mississippi Department of Human Services may recover
fees and costs incurred to recover child or other Ganily
support (rom an individual obligorn.

Youwlly Court may order parents to pay fees and costs, in
addition 1o olher expenses, found necessary o provide for
the best interest of a child.

Family Court may order parents to pay costs and fees
resulting Irom proceedings involving a delinguent
chitdfjuvenile offender. ) o

Where an inverse coidemnation proceeding is jnstituted by
the pwner of any interest in reat propertly because of use al
his property in any project in which federal fands are used,
the prevasling plaintifl’ shall be awarded costs and fees in
addition to just compensation lor the laking. Shoalarly,
wheee a condenmnation proceeding is instifuted by (e state,
ar a subdivision thereot, For such Tederally funded project
andd the condenmation is not concluded, the entity sceking
to condemn the propetly shall pay the owncer of the
property all professional fees incurred because of the
condemnation proceedings.

Fees may he asscssed by the Mississippt Comaission on
Environmental Quality in admicistrative proceedings, or by
i court upon judicial review of the same, arising from
violations of the Mississippi Surface Coal Mining and
Rechumation Law (38 5391 10 91), and the Commission is
entitled to fees it i mifiates a civil action to compel
compliance with thiz .

The beard of supervisors of any county. o the governing
authorifies of any municipality or other political
subdivision, shall have the power to pay reasomable
compensation to sttorneys employed for the issmance of
bonds authorized by (he Mississippi Department of
Eeonomic and Commuaity Development.

Party who brings agtion for injury or damage resuiting Irom
another's wrauthorized duplication of a manufactered hoat
hudl, or compeonent part of 4 boal, by use of the directing
mulding process may recover fees and eosts.

HU2H6S

1359

11723

3415

THAZNS

7551114

TYOMM, 506

TA2323

752415, 19

752527

75269

7531511

754435

TS

157711

1581119

75839

15877

Mississippi Board of Agriceliural Aviation may recover
cowts amd fees inany lawsuil (e enforce a penalty previowsly
assessed for vieluten of Board reles and regulations.

mty who liles frivolous workers compensation claim shall
e Hable for costs and fees incurred by the upposing party.
Fees may be awarded, in addifion o damages, to an
employes who ohtains @ judgment against an employer for
viglation of the lnws governing Drag and Afcohol Testing
af Cruployees (§§ 7171 1o 33).

Mississippi State Boand of Archilecture may recover fecs
incurred in cowrt ackion W enjoin a vielation ol or enlorce
compliance with, the Faws governing landscape
architectural practice (§8 7321 to 27).

Ag athlete agent whe is convicted ol violating the laws
regufating, the conduct of athlele agents In Mississippi

(88 73413, L, 15) shadl pay fees and costs mcurred by an
athlete suing (he agent.

Fees are recoverable when a receiving bank wrongfully fails
1o excetite s payment ordec if demand for compensation is
macke and refused belore an action is broughy on the cluim
by a scrder or beneficiary of the payment.

Prevailing party i an action for wronglul dishonor or ather
bresch of obtigation under = leller of credit shall be
awarded fees and vosts.

Seeured party upon a debtor § delawdl shall recover expenses
and fees incurred (o retake and dispose of collateral.

The State Tax Commission, or any person injused by a
violation ol the Unfair Cigaretie Sales Law (8§ 75231 to
273, may recover costs and foes in addition o damages or
injunctive reliel sought for such violation.

Prevailing defendant in a lawsuit alleging unfiic methods of
comnpetition affecting commerce and unfair or deceptive
trade practices may recover ¢osls and fees. Atlomey
Cieneral may vecover fees and costs incurred (o obkin an
injanetion against person using unlzic methods of
competilion and unfair or decepiive trade praciices.
Prevailing pacty may recover fees in suil for weonglu)
miamfackure, use, display or sate of counterfelt or imilation
of u registered trademark,

Prevathng parly may recover fees in action For wrongfu
acquisition or disclosure of a trade sceret pursuant to the
Mississippl Trade Scerets Act {§§ 73261 t0 732019).

A milk processor whe fails o pay for raw milk as provided
by the Mitk Processor's Regulation Act of 1988 (§§

T3 1501 10 3113 shadl be hable to the dairy farmer for fees
ircurred to cotlect payment,

lices and costs are recoverable in action against surety
conpany for wronglul faiture to pay (he holder of 2
warchouse receipl, upon demand for redemption of receipl,
after loss due to nondelivery of grain by warchousemun,
Buyer ol securities sold illegally or fraudulently in
violation of the Mississippi Securities Act (38 757118
7013 shadl recuver Fees in resulting civil action (0 reeover
comsideration paid phus interest.

Retatler of Farm equipment may recover fees b suit against
the sugplier {imanufactarcr, whalesaler, disteibutor) for
Taitwre o repurcliase and pay he relailer for ivestory upon
termimation of conlract.

Prevailing party may recover fees and costs in soil For loss
of money O properly, either real or persondl, as a result of
fraud, dishonesty, or violation of the laws peverning dance
stadio lessons {8 7381101 w 123).

Prevailing party may recover fees and costs incurred in
action against heafth spa for violation of the Jaws reguiating
health spas (§8 75831 w 15),

Any outofstate principal who Tails 10 tmely pay a sales
represenlative upon termination of a commission sales
contract shatl be liable to the sules representative in a civil
action for up Lo triple the convmissions due and for fees
and costs.

T13615

THTAH

741331

Tudlo.04

791120}

1914305

FN41004

grH7

835217

32151

$32455, 83,91

B35755

837151

857181

837193

932551

93521

971753

072554

972385

972390

Prevatting parly shall recover costs and fees inaclion
mvaelving a viodation of the faws governing unsolicited
residential telephorie sales calls (§§ 773601 to 619).

Upon termination of a sharehiofder derivative proceeding, a
courl may award Fees to the plainIf i the proceeding has
resuited in substantial benefit to the corporation, or order
the plaintiff to pay any defeadant s fees ncurred i the
proceeding was wnjustifiably comrmenced,
Court npay award Fees to prevailing partly in o comporste
exereise of disseiters rights and npon a judicial appraisal of
shares.
Sharcholder may recover Iees incurred to obtain courl order
Lo altow inspection and copying of corporate records.

Lpon application by a member of 4 nenprofil corparation, a
court may order that 2 special meeting of the corporation be
held and that the corporation pay the member s costs and
fees incurred to obtain the order,

Court may award fecs o partuer bringing action against
limited partnership for anacompliance with this section s
mandate that each limited partoer has (he right Lo inspect
and copy parinership records and to oblain fram the general
pastnens mformation aboul the (mancial condition aud other
affairs of the limited parinership.

Court muy award fees (o successful plaintfl i a derivative
action on behadl of a Timited partership.

A prenmuim finance agrecment may provide for payment of
incurred costs and fees equal o 205 of the outstanding
indebtedness if the agreement is referred for coliection 1o
an outside atforney,

Mississippi Insurance Commissioner andfor his exaniners
and representatives shall be entitled fo fees and costs
incurred if they are the prevailing party in an
unsubstantizted aetion against (e for hbed, slinder or
ather relevant o arising out of the Tnsurance
Conumgssion’s examination activilies.

Plaintill may recover fees in suil against an unauthorized
Foreign or alien insurer Lor relisal fo pay o an insurance
coniracl.

Fees shadl be patd for clainunts pursuant & proceedings for
the rehabilitation and liguidation of insurers,

Plaintifl may recover fees in suit against a person for
viodation of laws governing the tssuance of home
warsantics (§3 83571 o 79).

Builder shali be tiable for fees incurred by plaintifl in suit
ter enforce & construction lien,

Owiner who denies indebtedness through conlractor 1o
malerialien andfor faborers shall pay costs and lees
meurred by sad materislmeons andfor faborers in resulting
Judgment against owner,

Yarky suing on bond for perfonmance of & conslruction
cotracl shatl recover fees fram proceeds.

Obligee whe prevails in action against ebligor under the
Uiniform Interstate Family Support Act (§§ 93251 to 115)
may recover costs and fees,

Owiner of a dog which kills ar injures poultcy or vestock
shall be Tiable e the owner of such pouitry or livestock log
the value of such loss and sl costs of collection, including
fees.

Victim owner of stolen livestock shall recover costs and
Tees incurred Lo recover the livestock.

A telecommunication service provider may recover costs
and tees in g civid action lor theft of telecommunication
services.

Merchant or other husiness owner shall recover lees
incurged in a civil action for unlawdul resteant of trade.
Vigtimy of shophifting whe can prove by clear and
convinging evidence that he has been injered in any fashion
miay recover costs and fees incurred in resulting civil action.
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Surely anyone who's been 1o an Ole
Miss footbali/basketball/bascbail game in
the pasl year or so has noticed all the
sigos of prosperity arosnd Oxford and
the University. New restaurants, shops,
husinesses, and houses are the products
of an obviously booming ceonomy. Weli,
have you been to Hernando lately?

Economic growth is guite apparent in
Desoto County. The handsome redbrick,
Colonial Revival courthouse (circa 1941)
sits serenely in downtown Hemando, but
alt around the square is teeming
construction and renovation work, |
believe Oxford may have a competitor in
Lthe works in the conrthouse squine
attractiveness category. Stovefionls on all
sides are pefting first-class facelifts, and
there is a monumentat Desoto Clounty
Administration Building going up on the
southwest corner ol the square, It's a
good-looking design being vencered with
red brick i a style quite conpatibie with
that of the Courthouse across the street.

Afler a morning of business, I had
lunch al 1. W. Miller’s on the south side
of the square. The “courthouse special™ is
what Lo order, [1's always @ very tasty
blue-plate offering of a meat and three
vegelubies, homemade corm mutting and
yeast rolls, tea or coffee, and dessert that
doesi’t come from 4 nix or a freerer
box. There are also the usual sandwiches
and salads on the Junch menu,

Coleman’s Bar-B-Q is an old-time
favorile of mine in Hemando, right there
on the north side of Highway 304 just
west of [-55. They serve {ine fried calfish
and chicken it you’re off the pork, but [
highly teconnuend the pulled pork and
BBQ beans. I've got friends in the area
that get havge orders fo go [or backyard
parties on the weekend, when they re nol
having dinner oot at J. W. Miiler’s, that
is. Coleman’s atso serves a real breakfast,
as in pancakes and eggs and bacon, until
11 2,

Highway Eats

by The Road Lawyer

Desoto County is getting tots of
spillover from Memphis, of course,
inciuding sore of its excellent medical
facilities, but 1'm sure the casine and
hotel developiment in Tenica is
conribuling fo the growth as well. The
anemployment rate in Desole County is
about 2.3%, rivaling such busy countivs
as Falayeite, Rankin, and Oklibehha,
wiith an extremely low tate, and P lofd
there are buildisg permits being issued
ail the time.

Hope this new alfluence does nol have
an gadverse effect on one of my special
haunts on ihe south side of Highway 304,
Buddy’s anliques, in Hernando, What a
great place to shed the stresses of the
world and just wander atong the dusty
ol eashftccasures in the bodgepodge of
buildings presided over by Buddy
{tormer mayor ol Hernando} and his
brother. Theze™s old and new of al}
varielies, and some homespun humor and
potitics if you stop 1o talk with the
proprielors,

Grenada is on may regular ravel route,
and I stopped in fake & Rip's on
Highway 8, aor fir from the Interstate,
for seme barbeque not fong ago. I'm
always most comfortabic in a place that
has some neon beer advertisements in the
window and o few pickup trucks outside
the front door, so you knosw { love this
restanrant and bar, The place was named

Jor the owner’s childhood bird dogs, and
the mlerior teatures roughly finished
knotly pine walls with deer heads and old
bottles and other colleclibles for
decorations,

The menu there has sout food, pub
tood {like fried cheese), catfish and
fancicr varietics of fish, blackened and
otherwise, steaks and 1{-cunce burgers,
and different offerings of smoked
chicken and pork, served wet or dry. 1t's
a man’s kind of place, and sure enough
most of the customiers wore mes, talking
about focal politics and tetling Bilt and
Hillary jokes, last time | was there for
lunch.

Occasionally T have to go (o
Pascagoula, and I've found a favortie
hangout there near the temporary
courthouse downtowan. It's Scranton™s
Reslaurant, and iU's located i the old
{1924} Serantoa Fire Housc. Their hlue-
plate is known as a “chatkboard” special,
with such things as chicken-fried steak
and pepper gravy, red beans and rice, and
spaghelt: and meat sauce, ¥ had the
gumbo, which is good, and T saw a lot of
folks having the appealiag house
spectality, artichoke pasta with chicken
and black olives in a light tomato sauce.

Some folks would say the place could
sland a new coat of paint and some
generat redecorating, but I lind the
atmosphere pleasant and cozily publike.
tt’s a collfection of small dining roons
and a bar with numes like the
“Courtroom,™ “Jail Cedl,” “Mayor’s
Office,” and “Engine Reom,” with
corresponding memorabilia.

Haven't heard much from you readers,
lately. T need some new places to try, Lt
me know where yon've been ealing on
the road. Write a note to me ¢fo of Pag
Evans, HHICBA Execulive Direcior, [51 E.
Cinltith Street, Fackson, MS 39201, or o
mail The Road Lawyer at hindshar.com.

Gender Fairness Task Force Survey

The Gender Fairness Task Foree appointed by the Mississippi Supreme Conrt and chaired by the Honorable Evelyn Gandy ix
formulating a survey to be mailed to all members of the bar seeking their perceptions of gonder bias and faimess in our legal
system. The Tagk Force hopes (0 distribute the survey shortly after the first of (e year.

Role of British Barristers and Solicitors in the United Kingdom

Up to a juunt 0 Merry OLE England
to indulge yoursell ix rich scenery,
history and cullure? You will expevience
an initial eulture shock it this is youar first
visit. The omuipotent traveler will be
bombarded with Lhe odditics of the
British way of Hie such as the right-
handed steering wheels and the left-
handed side-ol-the-road driving, learing
to ‘queue up’ and cross only at the
‘pelican walk’, ordering Tood only at the
bar and not waiting on an olficial
waitress, ete. A sense of stepping through
an inter-dimensional portal will nol ceuse
it you’re crossing the Atiastic to
experience the quintessential world of the
British fegal syslem.

Rumpole of the Bailey
notwithstanding, the average American
lawyer’s perception of how the Inglish
legal system was formed and operates
today is limited, and only aller delving,
inlo the true distinction of the terms,
‘Burrister” and *Solicilor,” can one
appreciate lhe true gap belween the
professional makeup of American and
British law practice.

Aller a lwo-year stay in the East
Midlands of Ingland, my education in
this fopic may assist one trying to leam
the basics of how tawyers work in the
United Kingdom. 1 have obtained a
Certificate of Eligibility to become a
British Solicitos, T this endeavor, | have
taken amd passed the Litigation Head of
the Qualified Laseyers Transler Test. 1
have yet to take and pass the Property
and the Professional Responsibility
Eleads of the test. Because of my past
experience, [ was exempt from having 1o
take a lwo-year training coniract with a
soHcitor’s firm, but sonnally, this is also
required. This route is how a qualified
LIS lawyer may enler into The Law
Society of England.

i one chooses to enter the world of
Barristers, howeves, hefshe must follow
the testing rowte through The Bar Council
and enler into a practicing pupiluge with
a Chambers. Sound complicaled
already? Fhe first and forerost lesson {o
lears as a peweomer Lo Britain is that
there are rules for everything from how
10 open your umnbrelta i a crowded
pedestrian arca 10 how to take tea at the
Ritz. The British society 15 ensconced in
rule making and rule following. These
traits take what is already a re-oriented
profession, that of being a lawyer, o new
heights.

Be that as il neay, 4 guick overview of
“Solicitors” and *Barristers” and their

by Diane Baugh Roy

roles in the English Iegal systen foltows.

A Solicitor is a lawyer who hasg
timited rights of appesrances. For many
years, these were the lawyers who never
entered a courtreom. They were the
document prepagers for the “real” lawyers
10 use. There have been major changes Lo
the rofes of the soliciters in the recent
vears, however. Fhey have gained rights
to enter the fower fevel courts and argue
cases. Fhis experience has brought about
a new breed ealled the ‘solicitor
advoeates’, those who can enler the
highier courts amd argue cases that were
normally reserved for barristers.

The solicitar is still the lawyer who
takes the client ia on litigated cases and
prepares the case for trial, The solicitor
hires the barrisler to argue the case; the
client pays both (he selicitor and the
harister for Lthe representation.
Approximaiely 60,000 solicitors practice
in England and Wales. These are the
advice-givers who now can give some
representation of clienls in ¢ourt. Most
solicitors work in private practice, oflen
in a parinership of solicitors who offer a
varicty of services to clients. Others may
work as employed solicitors for Cesnteal
andd 1.ocal Governmend, the Crown
Prosecniion Service, the Magistrate™s

companiex, A solicitor’s firni can vary
from a large organization wilh handreds
of partners, thonsands of employees and
offices all over the world, to a small firmn
above a shop in a local ‘high streel’, or
what we know as ‘main sireet”. They
prepare wills and probaic estates, handle
divarces, provide ‘conveyancing services
or real estate closings, as we know them.

Barristers are the wigged and robed
lawyers whe (ry the majorily of the cases
in England. They usually spectalize in
particular areas of lawe They have Lhe
distinction of being the high-fee lawyers
and normally only spend a small amount
of time on the case compared (0 Lhe
solicitor’s time. Approximately $,000
barristers are in independent practice in
England and Wales today, with over 300
categories of cxpertise. They get their
‘instrzetions” mostly from solicitors who
hire them [or the specialist advocacy they
can provide, Fhe majority of the barristers
practice from Fondon, with only about a
third operating in olher major citics or
sizall tewns throughout the countlry.

The advent of the sational tegal
msurance program in England, known as
Legal Aid, has brought about an upsurge
of cases o lawyers, both solicitors and
barrislers, ‘This system provides for
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Tired of your web browser crawling 1o
a balt? High specd access is the way 10 go.

Whilc 1 can remember the thrill of
going from a 300 haud modem to the
redulive fast lane ol a 2400 baud MNP
modens, that was in a characler-based
enviranment which was in what scems
like @ universe Far Tay away a long tong
time ago. Now, in an age where two
thousand doilars plus or ninus gets a 500
MEZ Penttum 11 with 128 meg of RAM,
the read limitations are coming from the
vehicle you use 1o connect (o the Internet,

It basn’t been that long ago that
28.8/33k modems were the de facto
standasd, only 1o be currently repiaced by
56x2 technology, which is fast by
comparison o the recent past, but derned
slow compared 1o those fortunate enough
to have access o an acadenic,
rovernmental, or large company network
which gives the instant gratification of T1
speed {more on this in a bit).

Faster speeds than the current stundard
are fHmited, to ae increasing degree by the
Himitations of traditionat telephone copper
linex (fiber aptic cabling, anyone?). ‘The
outer limit of Ma Bell’s phone lines will
probably be ISDN (Intcgrated Services
Digital Network) service. This aflows a
user [0 communicate (simuiiancously, no
less) through voice, data, and video
transmissions over 4 single aceess
conventional copper wive, ISDN i3
essentiatly a two-channel telephone line;
this, you can conneel a compater and a
telephone to the same lise, but talk on
one channel and surl the net on the other.
[3icl 1 forgel to mention thal it’s fast? Try

On Computing

by Joel Howell

lour times the speed of a normal phone
ling with a 28,8k madem! There is,
naturaily, a price for the fast lane, A
recent BetlSonth quote for residential
service (there’s no good reason for
business service being more expensive,
but it is} hall parked in excess of two
hundred doltars for instaliation and
monthly charges going on & hundred
delbars, not to mention you'll need & new
modem. For this, however, you get a B
channel circuit switched voice/data
connection (did | neglect 1o mention that
therg’s a third channel you can activate
for extra cost?), at 1SDN speed, caller id,
call forwasrding, variable fealure button-
voice conference, drop, hold, and
transfer. Oh, yes, there’s also a charge tor
usage over lhree hundred twenly hours a
month.

Wait, you say, what is this fliec 1 gol
fronn BellSouth hyping FastAccess?
MNow things really get inleresting. This
product is ADSL {Asymmeiric Digital
Subscriber Line) lechnotogy, which ia lay
terns is a separvate line with an always-on
Intereet cannection. You keep your old
phone line and wse this one 1o suif,
Inslalition, new moden:, and network

eard come with the package. Why this,
vou ask? How about speeds up to fitty
sime faster than a 28.8k modem! (!}

To put all this into perspective, here’s
what BellSouth says are comparisous of
the time necded to download a 3.75 meg
video clip:

14.4 k modem 3533
28.8 k modem 1747
33.6 kK modem i5:14

56 k modem 09:09
64k TSN 08:00
128k 1SDDN 04:00

1.5 mg ADSL 00:20

By the way, T speed (incidentally,
that’s downloud-only speed both for
ADSL and T1) is 1.5444 million bps,
comparabic Lo ATXSL.

No question, you say? Aha! Heard of
cable moders? Fhey are now oltered in
Rankin County, bl wilt nol be available
iir Hinds County until maybe next year.
This invelves installiog a cable or
splitling your present television cable, a
network cazd, and a cable modein, and,
violal, the smue always-on high speed
Internel connection as an ADSIL line. Fhe
cost of cable modems and ADSL will ran
inr the ballpark of fifty dollars a month,
plus installation (though this does include
your Tnfernet provider fees).

AN this is just the beginaing, bul il will
give you a notion of what’s oul there.

SENBSERRREFASE

Questions or commenis? Drop me an
cemail at 76616,1020 @compuserve.com,
or, better yet, wehmasier @hindsbaz.com.

The American Layer’s Quick Reference for Understanding...ccontinued from page 1)

payment (o hwyers where normally a
person migy not be able to afford a fawyer,
Tt has made many a solicitor’s firm a ot of
fees and because of that fact, il is ander
Parliamentary review for reforms. It does,
hewever, serve a major fusction in bringing
civil and criminal cases o conclusion as
compared to the American system for fegal
aidd where this is just not the case.

One of the Brst major gaps thit an
American lawycer will have to appreciale
aboul the British lawyers is that (heir
educational base is quite differenl. A
high-school aged stadenl who decides to
hecome a solicior can actually be a
lawyer in aboul three years, That fact
alone puls Tawyers on the strcets in
England at age 21, where i is virtually
impossibie to practice law in America
before completing a four-year

undergraduate program and a 2.3 to 3
year Juris Poctorale program. The
obvious focus of the British Law Socicly
and the Bar Council is experience rather
than education. They require the passing
of professional tests alter completing
cither the one-year, full-time Legal
Practicat Course [or the solicitors or the
one-year [utl-time Bar Vocationat Course
for the Barristers. Then students nust
caomplete the two-year lraining conlracts
for solicitors or the | year pupilages for
the barristers. Our jurisprudential system
requires more course work and no
experience. The “fearn it out of the gate’
American practitioner can only be amazed
at the amount of practical experience the
youngster British lawyer has.

I would suggest thal anyone wanting

Britain take a tour of any Magistrate’s
Court , Queen’s Court, or County Cowrl
and Tisten in (o the daily workings. It is
also beipluf to review a couple of
websites, Lo www lawsociety.orgak,
www.barcouncil.otgauk, asd any barrister
or solicitor's WebPages. These can
provide additional insights for the novice,
The National Gallery of Justice,
Nottingham, iz alse a treat of a tour, but
he prepared to be arrested on sight and
not released ungil proves an innocent
‘tour taker'.

For any additionat information, you
may contact me and T will try to assist
you in your indoctrination to the lovely
legal arcna I have experienced. My phone
number is 6{11-824-4008, Brandon,
Mississippi, or you may contact me by Ii-
mail: msdbroy @belisouth.net.

Oy readersfreviewers this month are
olficers of the HOBA.

Fitlars of the Farth, by Ken Follelt
This novel set in 15th century England
conceras the trials and tribulations of a
{uamily supposted by a man whose dream
was to bulld a major cathedral, At times,
the beok expresses (he nlter despair of a
famnily without resources and shows how
society in the §5th century provided no
safety net for those without means and
resources as we have today. L then
follows with the triveph ol he human
spirit in that the son finally realized the
dream of the Tather. 11 is a riveting boak
that will make you sad, depressed, happy,
and, at the end, glad that you read it.
Reviewed by Trip Barnes.

FThe Razor's Edge, by Somerset
Maughan. Fold in first person narrative,
this story is an enlightening tale of a war
vet {Larry) who, during World Way 1,
witnesses the desth of « good friend.
When Larry returas to Chicago, he is a
changed man who has concluded that life
is oo precious (6 waste. Armed with this
insight, Larry shocks his fiancee, family
and friends when he turns down a plum
jab and goes o Europe. His travels take
the reader from southeen France to Tibet

in a thought-proveking search for hife's
meaning. A most read and re-read.
Reviewed by Bob Grenfell.

A Man in Full, by Tom Wolfe. As part
of my training for converting from an
“A” personalily 10 a “B” personality, my
coach assigned me the task of reading
soune fiction. My friend Bill Purdy
suggested A Man in Full. It seems only
fiteing that my first experiment with
reading something without a business
purpase would turn into o missien ©
finish (his 742-page behemoth, Plespite
its Forbidding length, A Man in Full is a
pleasanl escape into the lives of three
imlikely heros who uithmately find cach

other at the improbable end. The alture of

Wolle’s book is (he incredible, detailed,
imaginative description of people, places
and events.

The main character is Charddes Croker,
a 6f)-yewr-old Atlanti developer who was
onee an Al American at Georgia Tech.
He is juxtaposed against Georgia Tech’s
present day star running back, Fareck
“the Canon™ Fanon, a hometows product
of Atlanta’s slhems. The thread that binds
the three matn characters together is the
defense of “the Canon™ an a charge of
“date raping” the daughter of one of
Croker’s rich cronies. Roger “Too While”

is & corporate lawyer, an intelligent,
attraclive graduaie of Morchouse College
and the University of Georgia BLaw
School. He has been asked by the mayor
ol Aifanta to enginecr a quiet resolution
of “the Canon’s” date rape charges,
which (he mayor fears may divide
Atlanta along racial fines. Conrad
Hensley is a young craployee of one of
Crocker’s companies in San Franciscao.
His fife ruined by an unfortunate chain of
events, he is sent to prison, ¢scapes in an
carthquake, and flees to Atlanta, where
he uitimadely finds our other two heroes.

An enjoyable subplot invelves bankers
who seek to tuke Charles Croker down
and repossess all of his worldly
possessions. Raymond Peepgrass is the
senior loan officer through whose eyes
we Like # humorous look at the world of
banking. Harry Zale is the bank workout
ariist who wears skuli-and-crossbones
suspenders and makes it his mission o
destroy Croker. Scenes of the baskers’
confrontations with Croker, a ratflesnake
hunt, and the breeding of a horse are
described in unforgettable detait.

Fhe book is trely a great escape from
the real world, well worth the time and
cffort to read, even though the eading ...
well, [ can’t el you.

Reviewed by Mark Chinn.

asked that we retura.

Nowing forum.

Beginning in January, the Hinds County Bar Association
will once again go ko avea high schools wilh the Partness
Program. The Program, distributed by the Family Law
Section of the American Bar Assoctation, was introduced to
the Jackson aren during the 1998-99 school year and was
taaght at Jackson Academy, Madison Ridgeland Academy,
Forest Hilt, Murrah, and Csllaway High Schools. Because of
the success we experienced last school year, the schools have

The course consists of live units over a len-week period
with a tegal concept and a communication skill being taught
{or each unit, Euch unil consists of one in-class videotape,
approximadely twenly minutes in duration, along with skigs
and exercises {or the students Lo role play or discuss in a fiee-

The legai concepts are intreduced during the second week
of each unil which is geared foward providing necessary
information for the students to nse in their everyday lives
both now and in the fuiwre, The compnuaication topics
include lalking tips, fighting air, anger release, and
alternative dispute resolution. The legal concepts include

Partners Program

by Melissa Gardner

grourds tor divoree, chitd custody, supposl, domestic
violenee, and general expectalions of marriage.

The objectives of the Partners Program arc to provide
students with practical mformation {0 help them make
informed choices ahout their Hife partoers and the obligations
such choices create, {o expose students to the legal system for
dissolving marriages and those identifiable problems that
often lead to divorce/marital dissolution and the impact of

marital dissolution on the patlicipants and their childeen, and

mAiages.

to teach students the importance of positive communication
systems in a refationship and the destrective impacet of
negative communicalion styles, #s well as the ways that
negalive styles can lead to the dissolution of relationships and

We are looking for attorneys and judges who are willing 1o

donale a small amount of tirme each week to these high school
students in an effort to provide them with invaleabic
information and a clearer understanding of these adult issues.
If you are inlerested, please give me & catl at Gardeer &
Grant, 939-1515, and you will be paired with a school and put
in touch with the appropriate contact person.




NFORMATION TERMS,

Money, Good Looks, a Famous Daddy and Not Much Else

Even though we are still a year away
frem Presidential Election 2000, some
disturbing trends are throwing a long
shadow over what should be the serious
business of chaoging the most qualified
American 0 fead the most powerful
naion in the world into the next century.

Al the moment, the leaders for their
respective political party's nominalion awe
George Bush, . and Al Gore, 1. Besides
identical siflixes, these two men are
nearly carbon copies in too many of the
ways thul media-riven America has
come to value, Both bave hege war
chests; each has a recognizable name and
face which, by the way, fooks pretty good
[or 1 baby boomer i his 50s; and each
has a famous daddy who has held
naticnal office in the White House and
1.5, Senate respectively. Consequenily,
long before any sort of coherent debate
on Lhe 1ssues, each appears (o be a tinalist
for continued empioyment i the family
hisiness.

The strategy for cach now scems (o be
smile, shake hands, make the right public
appearances, and, more Importantty, the
most lucrative private appearances so as
to pocket the check while saying as filite
of substance as possible. A year or so out
from Noveither 2000, the overriding goal
of both men is 1o pile up enough money
and 1L 50 as 1o scare any would-be
challenger oul of the nomination
sweepslakes. They have largely
succceded, although not totably. And
while Mr. Bush, Ir. and Mr. Gore, Jr, fook
io be the big winners in the Fall of ‘99,
will the same be said a year from now?

The truly wonderful 1ling abonl
pelitics and sports is that nothing is for
certain. Thal is why despite the experts,
pundits and protessional prognosticators,
elections and athletic events are held,
Remember the 1948 beadline, Dewey
Pefeats Truman or perhaps more recently,
Ote Miss Heavy Favorite Over SEC
Deormat Vandy? This lesson shoudd nol
be lost on President Bush, Ir. and
Presidesnt Gore, fr.

THE BUSH DOWNSIDL

If T had a choice belween being the
Governor of Texas and the Vice
President, 1 would clearly take the former.
The Republican Party (a Latin phease
meaning “we wilk find & way to lose”) are
s desperate tar a winner that they appear
willing to anoint the Texas governor on
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the spot. And while S1cve Forbes or
Liddy Dole have some appeal in certain
guarters, can you really see them in the
White House? Or how about Quayle,
Bauer or the rest? Big tine Republican
money apparentlty can’t. The road te 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue appears fraffic free,
B¢ for the “did you use dmgs” guestion
and the Goversor’s biography. Let’s take
the second issue [rst,

While clearly @ nice guy with a
beloved father, the George W. Bush, Jr.
story to date is one of late-in-lile sticcess
with the help of other people’s money
and family connections, not that there is
anything wrong with that, uniess you are
taiking about becoming the President of
the United States. { for one would fke
sorne hard information about how he
infends to preserve domestic prosperigy
and keep enmploymenlt and stock prices
high and inflation low. 'm even more
concerned with how (he Governor inlends
fo deal with aa increasingly vicious and
[ragmerded foreign threaf thal comes
from such places as China, North Korei,
lraq, the Balkans, mafia-controlled, dead-
broke nuclear Russia, and on and on. So
Car Ehavenr’t a clue, aor do Lknow how
miuch the Governor eves knows about the
geopraphy of these places, lel alone the
Imsues,

Now if his dad were running using his
son as a surrogate (as [ suspect many
secretly hope}, Twould feel a tot betler. 1t
would mean that Jumes Baker, Brent
Scowerolt and the rest of the adults
would be coming back. [don’t feel nearly
as comlortable when 1 see the likes of
Nolan Byan as a potential National
Security Advisor or Dallas Cowboy
Chwner Jerry Fones as Chairman of the
Federal Reserve.

And thes there iz the Clindonesgue
cvasion of the drug question The bottom
lizze s that Texas is the incarceration
capital of the Western Hemisphere, When
a kaw and order Governor signs
fegislation thal sends people to prison for
what he may or may not have done as @
young adult is unscttling. For the record,
most Fexas drug felops are similacdy
young aduits, but wigthout the money,
good looks and [amous daddy And
beyond that substantive issue is the ever-
so-liresome, evasive word games. (That
depends on what your definition of *is”
is.) People are beyond just ticed of it,
aiven the fast cight years. All ol this

combines to make Senator John MeCuain
look both appealing and electable.

THE GORE PROBLEM

But if Governor Bush, Jx. is having
probiems, Vice President Gore, Jr, is on
the verge of a political meltdown, not
helped one bit by private citizen Bill
Bradley. Even without the former Rhodes
Scholar, New York Kaick, Senator [rom
New Jersey, the Vice President is toting 2
lot of Clinton baggage without the saie
charm and poelitica skilis ol the current
President to unload it. His public
appearances inspire the following
reactions: wooden, manic, poladzing,
unconvincing and ubimately, unclectable.
And while Senator Bradley is clearty not
the Democralic version of Ronald Reagan
fram w personal presentation standpoint,
he comes across as a thoughtfod,
experienced and relatively straight
shooting adult, not ealike a Democratic
varsion of George Herbert Walker Bush,
Sr. Lately, this has translated into lhe
Vice Presideat’s potl numbers dropping
like the Mir Space Station immediately
after the falest gravity-free, onboard fire,

To sil of this, add the Hillary Clinton
(or Scnate “Listening Four™ [actor; the
untoreseen world event faclor: and if we
are fucky, from a speclator sport
perspective, the bizarre possibifity of a
Pat Buchanan, Dan Quayle, Ross Perot,
Jesse Ventura, Warren Beatty, Donadd
Trump Reform Parly Wreestie Royal
between now and late pext year.

Predictions are cusy, the hard part is
gelting them right, but,..who has that
ever stopped? Odids are that substance,
while not prevaifing, will at least get
something short of equal me between
now and November next. Further, 1
predict that one of the persons wmentioned
i this picce will be the next President of
the Uniled States. Who that wilt be iy
impossible 10 say, but I bet it won't be
Bran Quayle. (That spelling, by the way,
is indeed with an “e.) Call it a hunch.
But even if Fm wrong about that, T hope
the collective judgment of the TLS.
clectorate will be based on more than just
maney, good looks, a famous daddy.

[Editors note: The viewpoinis expressed
in this column are solely those of Capiain
Equity and are not to be aftributed to the
Hinds County Bar Association, its officers
or directors, or it editorial board. |




'Judge Crmves Flocted
to State Trial Judges Committee

Fudge James E. Graves, Jr, Hinds serve gs Chairman of the Eaw and
County Circuit Court, was recently Technology Commitiee.
recieeled to serve a full two-year tenn The NCSTI gathers, studies, and
on the Exceutive Comnzitlee of the disseminales information to stale rial
Nulional Canference of State Trial Jjudges throughout the United States
Judges (NCSTE), an organization within regarding the problems of trial judges
the Judicial Division of the Awmerican and the hapdling of litigation. i also
Bar Association. Judge Graves was presents and conducts educational
eleeted the representative [vom Area programs at regional, state, and other
Ten, which includes Georgia, Florida, Bar meetings, as weli as developing
Alabama, Mississippi, aud Puerlo Rico. methods to improve the administration
Judge Graves was also appointed to ol justice in state trial courts.

Law Eibrary Hours
Angust 21, 1999 - Janunary 3, 2000

ing & Christnias

Friday .............. T30 am, - 9:08 pan. Labor Day, Sepl. 6. ... %:80 am. - 5:00 pam,
Saterday. ... ... 900 a.m, - %00 pan, November 25 & 26 ......... ... CLOSED
Sunday ... Noon - midnight December £7 ..., .. .. T3 am. - 600 pam.
December IB& 49, ... .. ..., . CLOSED
December 20- 22, . . T3 wm. - 6:00 pan,
December 23, ... ..., T30 aun. - goon
December 24 - Fanuasy 2. .. .. . CLOSED
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