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For a good time call Karla at 969-
4700!

That’s Karla Pierce, whao is han-
dling the registration lor the Second
Annual Hinds County Bar Association/
Jackson Young Lawyers Association
Golf Fowrnament to be held August 26,
1994, The tournament is open to all
lawyers and judges in Hinds, Raakin
and Madison countics. The cost is only
$30 per person and includes a ham-
burger buffet. Proceeds from the tour-
nament will be donated to Habitat for
Humanity.

The Committee has lined up some
terrific prizes and awards, For exam-
ple, Bast Ford s donating a car to be
given away for a hole-in-ose.
Mississippt Valley Title is donating
$500. Stan LeFtlore s donating a free
sud  from  Stanford’s.  Southern
Beverage Company is donating bever-
ages which will be sold to the partici-
pants to raise money for Habiat. South
Central Bell i3 providing pewter loving
cups for the flight winners., We antici-
pale a number of additionat prizes and
awards being finalized by Tee Tine.

A registration form is included in
this newsletier, The field will be limis-
ed to H6 gollers, so don’t delay in
completing your registration form and
returning it as soon as posstble. Hach
team must have a combined handicap
of not less than 40, with no more than

one player having a handicap under 16,
Singles  will be placed on teams
accarding fo thetr handicap.

We are expectiog the Lloarnament to
be a huge success. Please take the time
to thank Mark Chinn, Chairman, aad
John McCullouch, Vice Chairman, for
their dedicated efforts in putting this
tournament together.

George Street Socials

It costs approximately $500 to mail
the notice of the George Streetl Socialg
to our members, The Board bas decid-
ed to re-direct those funds on a trial
basis to an “open bac” for the next
George Street Social. Hopefully, this
will increase attendance “and Further
our ohjective of providing opportuni-
tics for our members to get 10 know
one anether ouiside the cowrtroom and
other business scttings.

The next Ceorge Street Social will
be held Thursday, September 1, from
$5:360 p.m. to 7:00 pun. at the George
Street Grocery. Hors d’oeavies will be
served free of charge. This is the only
notice you wili receive about the
social. Please take the time now fo
mark your calendars.

Lawyer-Teacher Partnership
Program
This past year the HCBA Law-
Related Education Conumitlee devel-
oped and bmplemented a “Lawyer-
Teacker Pastnership Program” With
the cooperation of the Jackson Public
School Bistrict, the program paired
lawyers with teachers ol established
law-related courses for a minimum of
one schoal year. The lawyers visit the
classroomns at least once a moath to
~continued on page 2

Professional Dispute Resolution Committee
by David R. Smith

i am pleased {o announce the cre-
ation, effective immediately, of The
Mississippi Bar Professional Dispute
Resolution Committee. This
Committee is a sub-committee of the
Resolution of Fee Dispute Committee
and was created for the sole purpose of
resolving disputes between and among
attorneys.

The next avaitable issue ol The
Mississippi Eawyer will contain a syn-
opsis  of the operation of the
Committee written by the Committee’s
Chair, Tommy E. Furby of Jackson.
This Commitice offers an expeditious
and inexpensive means of resolving

disputes that arise from time {0 time
between attorneys involving fees, part-
nership dissolution and other similar
occurrences. It s hoped that this
Committee will provide a non-judicial
mechanism by which attorneys may
resolve their differences withouwt fur-
ther congesting the judicial system,
and without the necessily of subjecting
themsclves to adverse public opinion
and ridicule,

Please contact Mr. Turby i you
have any questions concerning the
operation of this Connnittee,

David Swmith is president of The
Mississippi Bar.

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON MEETING

August 16, 1994

12 Noon

$10.00

Capital Club

The speaker will be Representative Mike Parker.




£ you regutarly read the latest com-
mandments issued from Mount Gartin,
yvou already know of the vecent pro-
nouncement which will undoubtedly
threaten the critical tole our esteemed
profession plays in the smooth fune-
tioning of society. Thats right, The
Most Supreme High Commission on
Lawyer Stuft’ has taken action which

would deny us,-defenders of cuth, jus-
tice and the contingency fec system,
the same right guaranfeed Lo virually
every other American: the right to
hawk our services on TV,

Without. any cmpirical evidence
whatsoever fo support this new move,
the powers that be have unfairly
decreed that henceforth, the content of

all kawyer advertising should be stricily
limited o, get this, trurhiful and factual
information. Thal’s nol an adverlise-
ment, that’s a documentacy. With these
draconisgn lmitations on our righl fo
[rec expression n place, you can be
certain that the colorful, informative,
and  delightfully  entertaining  hili-
baards, TV commercials and yeliow
pages ads thal have had such a positive
impact on the public perception of aur
profession wilt soen be things of the
past.

b just don’t onderstand why these
people want to deny the God fearing
consumers of this State the right to
make a careful, deliberate choice af
attorneys using valuable information
garnered from rosdside billboards, in
much the same way as they evaluate
other hitlboards when deciding whether

...continued on page 5
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“leam teach,” assist witls field trips and
olher activities, and serve as laisons
for providing  other  law-related
resources to the class. During  this
process, the teachers aond  students
deveiop an on-going peesonal relation-
ship with their lawyer, and learn the
law {rom a realistic perspective.

The HCBA Lawyer-Teacher Part-
nership Program is the first of its kind
in Mississippi. According o Lynelte
McBrayer, Director of Bar Services
and the Mississippi LRE Cenler, it is
anticipated that the HCBA project will
be the model for a slatewide pariner-
ship program.

The HCBA program will be profiled
during the upcoming “Put Your Class
in the Law™ conference at the Phi
Alpha Delta National Conveniion in
Houston, Texas on August 4-7. Pamn
Diil, HCBA Eaw-Related FHducation
Committce Chair and Karen Redhead,
her teacher partper from Murrah Tligh
School, will scrve as consultants at the
conference. Phi Alpha Delta provided
vajuable assistance to the HCBA LRE
Committee in Lhe formulation and
implementation of the Lawyer-Teacher
Partnership Program and continues Lo
conribule to its sucecess. Last year,

Margaret Williams served as Chair of
this Commitiee and Pat Bennett served
as Co-chair. Seven lawyers are current-
by participating in the LTP prograny:
Gerald McWhorter, Callaway; Einda
Anderson, Provine; Beth Orlansky,
Forest Hill; Steve Ovlansky, Jim Hill;
Pam Dill, Murrah; Lee Tyner and CLif
Johnsem, Jim Hill. New members of
the commitice are Newt Harrison, Don
Moore, Ferryl Rushing and Barbara
Watlace. 1€ you are interested in being
involved with the LTP, please call Pam
Dill at 948-3101.

Legal Lines

John Giddens, Chairman of the
Jacksorn Young Lawyers Associations’
Legal Lines Comnitice has asked for
our help in securing volunteers. Each
Tuesday night from 6 p.n. to 8 pamn. at
the Mississippi Bar Center, the FYLA
provides  attorneys fo answer legal
cuestions from the public. At least two
lawyers are needed to service the five
telephone lines. The action is fast and
furious. We are asking for commit-
ments [rom Jarge and small firms o
provide volunteers for a one month
stint. Most of the questions are of a
“general  practice” nature  involving
contracts, lorts, real property snd com-
mercial law. Actually, it's & fol of fun
and provides # certain amount of sea-

soning  for younger lawyers. More
importantly, this is a tremendons ser-
vice to the public.

Please contact John Giddens at 969-
1111, or Co-Chairman Philip Hearn at
355-88535 to participate in this impor-
tant public service.

TOLTA Grant

The HCBA bhas heen awarded a
$5,000 TOLTA Grant to continue the
Domestic Pro Bono Mediation. Plan,
Anyone iaterested in participating in
the Pomestic Mediation Plan should
contact Phyllis Thornton at 948-4471.

Summer Clerk Luncheon

Once again, we are indebted to Neil
Olack for his presentation to the
Summer Clerks of local firms in the
HCBA's Annpuad Summer Clerk lon-
cheen. Neil draws from a vast array of
sources i presenting an impartiad view
of the opportunities available to soon-
lo-be  Jlaw  schoot  praduates.  This
enables current law students to obtain a
realistic appraisal of their job opportu-
nities and prospects. 1t also provides
them with a glimpse of the “business of
law™ in making their career choices.
Make a point to have your Summer
Clerks attend this luncheon next year.

In an earlier aewsletter, il was
reported (hat the American Bar Asso-
ciation had selected the seminar
You've Come A Long Way, Coun-
selor.. .Or Have You?" as a model 1o he
presented at the Afliliates OQutreach
Program National Conference that was
hetd in Portland, Oregon in May. This
highly successful seminar which was
held on October 1-2, 1993, at Cedar
Grove Mansion m Vicksburg was co-
sponsoved by the Hinds County Bar
(hrough ils Women in the Profession
Committee. This seminar was so suc-
cesstul that it is being planned as an
annual event and has been named he
Evelyn Gandy Lectureship Series. Ms,
Gandy, who has served as Licutenant
Governor of Mississippi, 8 member of
the  Stale  Legislature,  Assistant
Attorney  General, State  Treasurer,
Commissioner ol Public Wellare, and

Commissioner of Fnsurance, was the

keynote speaker al the 1993 seminar,
This second annual Evelyn Gandy

Lectureship Series, entitted “When the

leading.
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thert call Mississippt Valfey Title,

LI
¥ L3

&

»  MISSIESIPPI VALLEY TITLE
* L INSURANCE COMPANY (G0N 920222 (BN 6472124

tvelyn Gandy was the speaker at the June Membership Meeting. She is pictured with
Richard Reberts, HCBA President (left), and Joe Lotterhos, HCBA Program

Chairmuan.

Rules ol the Game Change” will be

hetd on October 7-8, 1994, at Cedar

Grove Mansion in Vicksburg, Missis-
sippt. Peatured speakers inchude fudge

These days, a lof ol titke compamics claini fo be financially sound. B too often, what {hey promete are
isofuted ratios and statistics that are nota e measue of financiah steength, Ie facn ey are often mis-

ipp Vadley Tide, we siw the need for standardized claims- paving-ability ratings tor Gtle
msuees. That's why we asked W be rated by Standard & Poor’s, We were given an A+ - the highest
raltag lrom S&P in Gre tide industry to dute - - along with our alttliate and co-undenwriter, Old Republic
Nationat Tide Insorance Company. who received an A+ rating for the second year i a sow,

Ask sther titte company lur theiy rating from Standard & Poor's, I they don’t have oue, ask why,

315 Tombighee Sucet, PO, Box 2428
Jackson, #S 39225-2428

LALMSATNY

Williarn H. Barbour, Jr., Chief Judge,
Uhited States District Court, Jackson,
Mississippi:  Chancellor  Roger C.
Clapp, Brandon, Mississippi; Judy
Perry Marlinez, a New Orieans atfor-
ney who is on the Commission on
Women in the Profession of the
American Bar Association; Professor
H. Lee Hetherington of the Mississippi
College School of Law; Vicky Lollin
Gary of Magee, Mississippi; and attor-
neys Polly 1. Covington, Katheyn H.
Hester, Sara P. Springer, Jackie Tatumt
and Ann P. Veazey. There wilk also be a
reception honoring ivelyn Gandy. The
reception will be sponsored by Deposit
Guaranty Investments, Tne,

The seminar is being co-sponsored
by the Hinds County Bar and Missis-
sippi Bar Women in the Profession
Committees, the Mississippi Women
Lawyers® Association, the Women and
the Law Commitiee of the Mississippi
Bar, Young Lawyers Division, and
Mississippi Cotlege School of Law.
The registration fee includes lodging at
Cedar Grove Mansion, meals, breaks
and a tour of Cedar Grove Mansion.
For further information or to reccive a
registration form, confact William R,
Townsend,  Assistant  Dean  at
Mississippi Coflege School of Law,
(601) 949-5621.
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Supreme Court Enacts New Uniform Rules
Of Circuit and County Court Practice

On June 16, 1994, the Mississippi
Supreme Couet granted the petition of
the Mississippi Combincd Conference
of Circuit and County Court Judges for
adoption of Uniform Ruies of Circuit
and County Count Practice which will
replace the existing Uniform Criminat
Rules of Cirenit Court Practice, uni-
form Circeit Cowt Rules, Unifonin
County Court Rules and Uniform
Criminal Rufes of County Court, clfec-
five from and after May 1, 1995, The
new rules witl be published in forth-
conting issues of the advance sheets of
the Sowthern Reporter;  Mississippi
Cases, and in the Mississippi Rules of
Court. 'The rules will also be published
in the next edition of Missivsippi
Lawyer.

The new rules comprise ¢ighty-two
pages and address both civil and crimi-
nalt proceedings in the circuit and
county courts. Particularly sigaificant
are the new rules regarding trial briefs
and motion practice. Rule 2.05 impos-
cs a 25-page limitation on Lriaf briefs
and mandates that attorncys submit
copies of el authorities cited in briefs
te the court. Rule 4.03 substantially
Fevises eurent state court motion prac-
tice. The new procedures are quite sim-
itar, however, to those followed in ovr
local district courts. At the time a
motion o dismiss or from summary
pudgment is filed, a memorandum in
support must be submitted o the
Circoit Judge. Copies of the complaint
and answer must also be submitted
with such motions. The opposing parly
has ten days to file its reply and the
movant has five days thercafter for
rebuttal. The movant must also file
with its motion for summary judge-
ment, an Hemization of material undis-
puied faces, With regard o other
motions, anytime the movaal serves a
brief, the respondent has ten days with-
in which to respond. Significantly, the
new rules atso provide that ail disposi-
tive motions are deemed abandoned
unless heard at least ten days prior to
{rial. The onus is placed on the movang
to pursue the motion to hearing and

by Julie E. Chaffin

decision by the court,

All orders and  judgements pre-
sented must be signed by the attorney
who presents them, consistent with the
practice of most of our local judges.
The rule allowing ninecty days of dis-
covery from the date of the fifing of the
answer s continued under the new

rules. Additional discovery may, of

course, be allowed with leave of court
on wrilien motion seiting forth good
cause. Fxpert witnesses must be desig-
nated at least sixty days prior to trial,
or absent special circwnstances, their
testimony will not be allowed.

The new rules impose the require-
ment that an attorney filing 4 motion to
compel must certily that he or she bas
conferred in good faith with opposing
counsel and has been unable o resolve
the dispite. The motion to compel
must quote  verbatim the discovery
requests, the objection and the grounds
therefor, and the reasons supporting the
moticen to compet.

Rule 4.05 sets forth the procedure
for exercising peremptory jury chal-
lenges. Rule 307 coatinues  the
requirement that jury instructions be
pre-filed twenty-four hours prior to

trial. Attorneys must seleet ne more
than six jury instructions on the sub-
stantive law of the case, although the
court, for good cause, 1may allow addi-
Lional instructions. Instructions will be
given before closing argument and
may be carried info the jury roen when
jurors retive to consider their verdict.
Exhilits received in evidence, except
depositions, may also be taken into the
Jury reom.

Rule 5.03 scts [orth ¢he standard of
review for appeals {from administrative
agencies: whether the order or judg-
ment was supported by substantial evi-
dence, was arbitrary or caprictous, was
beyond the power of the lower authori-
ty 10 make or violated some statutory
or constitutional right of the complain-
ing party, Numerous provisions are
also inctuded in the new rules regard-
ing appeals  from lower cousts.
Significantly, briefs filed in appeais on
the record must conform to the practice
in the Mississippi Supreme  Couwrt,
including from, time of filing and ser-
vice.

Julie Chaffin iy « partner with
Alston Rutherford Tardy & Van Styke.

Law Firm Survey Held

For the eighth year, Grantham,
Randall, Muns & Company has con-
ducted the Hinds County Bar
Association Law Firm Survey. The
confidential survey provides stalistical
information  on  the management,
administration, marketing cfforts, per-
sonnel policies, production, and com-
pensation Ievels of law firms in the
Hinds County area. It has become a
valuable nmnagement toot for those
firms which participate, gserving as a
benchmark for measuring performance
and as a source of new deas,

Firms with five or more attorneys
are encouraged o participate and the
resubis are tabulated for large fivms (15
or more attorneys) and medium firms
{less than 15 attorneys). The survey
results are confidential and available
only to participating {irms for their
internal use.

il you would like to participale in
fidure surveys, please contact Steph-
inic Maddax at our office (969-7164)
or Pat Evans at the Hinds County Bar
Assoctation (969-6097).

August 23

Fffective Motion Practice,
f.orman Business Center. Jackson.
715-833-3040

September 13

Biississippi Survey Essues:
Recognition and Remediation,
NBI. Jackson. 715-835-7909

Sepiember 22

Taxation of Partnerships and
Corporations,

MS Assa. of Public Accountants.
Jackson, 800-321-1276

Winning with Computers,
ACLL, Inc, Jackson, 303-466-7971

September 23

Eighth Arnual Bankruptcy Law
Seminar

MC School of Law. Yackson
949-5621

Seprenther 28

The Employee’s Right to Privacy ~
1s There One.

Lorman Business Cenier. Jackson.
715-833-3040

Bench & Bar News

by Barry H. Powell

Judge Dillard now makes appoint-
ments  {or his  ex  parte  moring.
Persons  without  appointments  are
squeezed in when time is available.
Appointinents are made by calling
Fudge Dillard’s count reporter prior to
his ex parie day.

Fudge Gibbs is trying to handle as
many of his Friday scheduled motions
by telephone conference with the par-
ties on the preceding Thuarsday after-
noon. If the partics fecl strongly about
persenally appearing for the hearings,
Judge Gibbs will hear them in person
on Priday.

Barry Powell iy a partner with
Alston Rutherford Tardy & Van Shyke.

CLE Calendar

of Events

Seprember 30

Waorkers® Compensation for Self-
Tnsureds.

Lorman Business Center. Fackson.
T15-833-3940)

October 6

Managed Care: Constderations and
Suggestions for Providers,

Lorman Business Center, Jackson.
T15-833-3040

October 7-8

Second Annual Evelyn Gandy CLE
Lectureship Series: When the Rules
of the Game Change.

MS Cotlege School of [aw.
Vicksburg. 949-562 1

October (4

Seventh Annual Workers®
Compensation Practice &
Procedure Seminar.

MC School of Law. Jackson
949-5621

Cetober 28

Medical Malpractice,

M Scheol of Law, Jackson
040.5621

November 4

Environmental Eaw Seminar.
MUC School of Law. Jackson
949-5621

HCBA Calendar

of Events

August 16
HCBA Membership Meeting,
Noon. Capital Club

August 26
HCBA Golf Tournament.
£:30. Deerfield Country Club

Septewnber 1
George Street Social,
3:30-7.00, George Street Gracery

COctober 8

HCBA Membership Mecting,
Noon. Capital Club

Deceniber 8

HCBA Christmas Social.
S:30-7:00. MS Bar Center

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE SCHO. OF LAW
CLE SCHEDULE

ANNUAL BANKRUPTCY LAW SEMINAR
Friday, September 23 « Ramada Plaza Hotel
Neil Qack, Chairperson
Watking Ludlant & Stennis

WHEN THE RULES OF THE GAME CHANGE
The Second Annual Evelyn Gandy Lecture
{A seminar especially for women lawyers)
October 7-8 + Cedar Grove Mansion « Vicksburg, MS

ANNUAL WORKERS* COMPENSATION PRACTICE
& PROCEDURE SEMINAR
Friday, October 14 + Ramada Plaza Hotel
Hon, Linda Thompson, Chairperson

For Information, Call
Office of Professional Services
{601) 944-1950
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Mississippi College Law Library conmed frowpase 2 R ﬁ C
: ornotiodake the nextexit for the peean & 0 0
Between Semester Hours roll at Stuckey’s or hold out for the :

(iffective through August 29) . ‘I;‘:co Belt at exit 1607, I'm telling you,
it’s really got me steamed.

August 0-7 (Saturday - Sunday) .. ..o o oo Closed _ I know, ¥ know. People argue that

August §-12 (]\’1:0]1{]5[)} S¥riday) L. T30 a.m. - 6:00 pan. advertising by lawyers  encourages F t t G - Title Irlsurance and Abstract Com an
Ailgllﬁl 13-14 (Saturday - Sllﬁl’.l'ﬁ)’) .......................... Closed mexe li[igﬁli()ll‘ But anyone with any asies row"ng p y
August 15-19 (Monday - Friday) ... ... . ... T30 am, - 6:00 pom. "1 sense knows that this is just as ridicu- 5 ¢ 2

Angust 20-21 (Saturday - Sunday) .o oo o oL Closed lous as arguing that hccrJ and cigaretie Introduces Ph[utp Poitevin

August 22-26 (Monday - Friday} .. ........... ... 730 am. - 6:00 p.m, ads  encourage more  drinking  and S ——

August 27 (Saturday). . ... oo 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.ar smoking, We should toliow the lead of

Aupust 28 (Sunday). ... .. . L 2:00 . - 6:00 pom, those public spirited heer and tobacco

companics, and explain to the critics of

{Regular Hbrary hours will resume on August 29) o ) .
lawyer advertising  that it doesn’t

Monday - Thursday ... ..o oo oo 7:30 am. - Midnight encourage litigation, it simply devel-
Friday. ... ... 730 am. - 100 pan. ops brand loyalty.

Satrday. .. .. ... 900 aan. - B:00 pom. Of course adverlising hase'l been
Sunday. . .. .. 100 po. - 10:00 pan complelely banued, just emascuiated.

Jingles, sounds of car crashes, drama-
tizations, testimonials and cefebrity
endorsements, Lthose clements that con-

GO'f outing Just for Lawyers vey the very essence of our noble pro-

{All Lawyers and Judges in Hinds, Rankin & Madison Are Eligitie) fc“i"’“’ are pow forbidden. I ask you,
how is the average consumer suppaosed

Second Annual : to decide if you're a decent lawyer

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION/ unfess you've got a semi-famous quar-

terback in your ad to describe al the

JACKSON YOUNG LAWYERS things you know aboul while he tosses

GOLF TOURNAMENT }’Ul;f[l“ﬁ)‘“bﬁll- that TNEASUTES

SUIe these
: weren’t  intended  maliciously,  of
Friday, August 26, 1994 course. I just hope they will reconsider
Shotgun tee off: 1:30 p.m. after they see the negalive impact these

e restrictions will have on the cconemy.
Hamburger Buffet: 12:00 noon Oh sure, it’s inevitable. There are the

Deerfield Golf Course obvious losses of course, the advertis- In Mifsmss_ippi, State Manager Phillip Poitevin prov;de:s local know-how, vital
Al y the ¢ Fwill 0o £ ing and miedia people who losc busi- experience, and an assurance of (rust. An attorney with fourteen years legal
proceeas irom the tournament wii go 1o ness. But the effcets will be felt clse- experience in the title insurance business, Poitevin, has a keen understanding

HCBA/JYL » Habitat for Humanity 0 | e TSTe R
s as well, Fmed »5 the adver- of your Litle insurance needs.
(Last year we gave $2,200 to Habitatt) where as well. T mean, when the adver hi

Dedicated to personal service, accuracy and reliability, First American Title
Insurance and Abstract Company’s tradition of excellence moves into its
second century. We are a part of three hundred offices and four thousand
agents in the fifty states, who make First American outstanding.. worldwide.

tising dries up, the lawsuits slow down, ‘

4 Person Scramble « Limit 116 Persons the government necds fewer court R T R

ONLY $50 (Includes Hamburger Buffet cfierks. Insurance  companies need :

] ] fewer adjusters, orthopeadists need

Prizes will be awarded fewer stockbrokers, defense lawyers

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ won't be able to afford frophy wives,
REGISTRATION FORM by

Registration Deadline August 20, 1994 and'lawym_‘s everywhere will becomc‘
destitwte, forced to become wards of

Mame _ Your Mandicap.... ... the state. Mark my words. If something :
Feam Membees Handicap isn’t done soon, we may ali have 1o get ' First American Title Insurance Company
AGORESS e . L read jobs. First American Abstract Company
e e e et e 2 s s e 11t e ireemnn o+ e s e e e e+ s oot . ) _ 1675 LAKELAND DRIVE, RIVERHILL TOWER, FIRST FLOOR, JACKSON, MS 39210
PRODE i e o, s e o i e L ST 601-981-8822 1-B00-274-801¢  FAX: 601-981-0065
Erch compating 4 soms mist hava a conbinsd handoap of at least 40 o atene widh ondy Dinembar ity a lvndican of B o dess,
Send chooks payatite to: Hinds Gounty Bar Associalion, c/o Karda Plore, PO, Box 24448, Jackson, MS 30225-4448. _ SERVING TITLE INSURANCE AND ABSTRACT NEEDS THRCUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES

For marg information call Karda af 862-4700¢,
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Join the Hinds County Bar Association
Jor an After Hours Social at
George Street Grocery
Thursday, September 1, 1994
3:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Open Bar » Hors D’ocuvres ¢ Spouses Invited

Please mark your calendar as individual invitations will not be mailed.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
1531 8. Griffith Street
Jackson, MS 39201

FIRST CLASS

IMPORTANT

HCBA Luncheon Meeting

12 Noon, August 16
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The Hinds County Circuil Courl
Judges will conduct an alternoon
Circuit Couwrt ractice Foram with a
question  and  answer  session  on
Thursday, January 19, 1995, i fudge
Coleman’s courtroom at the Circuit
Courthouse. We hope that this will
become an annual or perhaps semi-
annuial eveni in which the judges pre-
sent to the local bar members a “State
of the Court” presentalion, along with
an opportunity for fawyers to have
their circoil courl praclice guestions
addressed divectly by he judiciary.

The program wilt begin at 1:30
p.x, and will last for approximately
twa hours, I you have questions about
circuit cowrt practice, please reduce
themn fo writing and mail to: Jeffrey I
Reynolds, Chairman, Bench & Bay
Relations Commitice, P.O. Bax 23040,
Jackson,  Mississippt  39225-3040,
Questions will be presented  anony-
meously 1o the Coust.

A pumber of questions have already
heen formulated by members of the
Bench & Bar Relations Commitiee,
such as;

* Whether requests For adrmissions
must be filed within the discovery
peried, or whether they can be
propounded at any time before
trial.

» Whether an out-of-town or oui-of-
stale  plaintff can routinely be
required  to appear  In Hinds
County o be deposed.

» Whether an out-of-town or out-ol-
state defendant can routinely he

required o appear in Hinds County 1o
be deposed if & counter-clatm has been
liled, or, il a counter-claim has not
been ficd.

» Whether an interrogatory  which
requests (1) all facts, (23 al¥ doce-
ments, (3) ail evidence which
(#) “supporis, refutes, or relates
0" a claim or defense, or, {b)
which “discuss, refer or refate o7
aclaim or defense, is proper.

* Whelher witness  statements are
routinely discoverable if () taken
by the defendant prior to receipt of
a demand letter, or (b) taken by the
plaintiff prior to receipt of a
demand letler.

We will not be asking the judges o
give advisory rulings; however, i e
Rar is made aware of the usual rulings
in routine situations, then the Court’s
time and the lawyers’ time can bhe
saved on such routine matlers.

In this same vein, the Hinds County
Chancery Court Judges will be speak-
ing at our next membership meeting on
February 21, 1995, This program will
follow the same foram of the October
membersiip meeting when the Circuit
Judges were our speakers,

DECEMBER 1994

Investiture Ceremony

The investiture ceremony for newly
clected Hinds County Chancery Court
Judge Witliam H. Singletary and newly
clected Hinds County Court Judge
William R. Bamett wiil be held on
Thursday, January 3, 1995, at the
Circuit Courthouse in Jackson. The
ceremonies will begin at 9:00 aam. and
should conelude before 10:00 am. The
Hinds County Bar Association will
provide refreshments alter the cere-
monies.

Membership Services
In an ongoing effort to provide
mereased services and benelits for our
members, the HCOBA  Board of
Pirectors has endorsed the Paul Revere
Company for the purpose of providing
individoal non-cancelable  disability
insurance fo memnbers of the HMinds
County Bar Association. As a result,
HCBA members will vecebve a “mem-
bers only” premium discount of 15%
(23.5% wilk proper income documen-
lation). There are afso special featurcs
for fentale atlorneys who normally are
required to puy much higher rates. We
.contied on page 3

People’s Law School Plans Announced

Plans for the fifth People’s Law
Schoot sponsored by the Hinds County
Bar Association are uaderway. The
dates wifl he March 21 and 28 and
Aprii 4 and 11. :

The topics will include Wills and
Estates, Employment Issues, Domestic
Relations  (including  adoption  and
chitd custody), and Crime and Access
to Local Government.

Fhe programs (two hours cach) are
open o the public. The costs will be
%15 for all four sessions and $5 per
individual sesston, Mississippi College

School of Law will again provide the
classroom facilities and The Clarion-
Ledger will assist with publicity.

The  People’s Law  School
Committee is chaired by Rebecea Lec
Wigps,  Committee  members  are
Patricia W. Benneit; M. 1. Bobinger,
HI; Ottowa ¥. Carter, Jr; Peter L.
Dorary; Crane 1. Kipp; lohn C.
Henegan; Dan Jordan; Mitzi Dease
Paige; George R, Thomas; Domna
Wright; William R, Wright; and
Marcus M. Wilson,

There will not be a HCBA Luncheon Meeting in December.,

The next meeting will be February 21, 1995,




Judge William F. Coleman .

Hoporable William E Coleman 1s
the Senior Circuil Courl fudge of the
Seventh Circuit Court District, cucorn-
passing Hinds and Yazoo Counties.
Judge Coleman was born in West
Poiat, Mississippi, where he [linished
high schoal, He then attended Millsaps
Cotlege and Mississippi State Univer-
sity. He graduated from the University
of Mississippt Lawv School in 1952
where he was a2 member of the law
Journal and wag chairman of the Moot
Court Board.

After graduating from law schoot,
Judge Coleman joined the United
States Army JAG Corps. He retired
from the military after serving 33 yeary
(active and reserved duty) and achiey-
ing the rank ol colonel. While serving
in the United States Army, he attended
and graduated from the mililary judges
school located at the Eniversity of
Virginia.

After completing his active duty in
1959, Judge Coleman began practicing
law in Jackson with the faw firm of
Crisler, Crigler & Bowling where he
goon beeame a junior partner. He con-
tinued in private pracoice until October,
1970, when he was appointed to the
Cirenit Court bench by then governor
Cliff Finch, Governor Fineh had appar-
ently heen impressed by hudge Cole-
man's fegal abililies since he had asso-
ciated him Lo work on many appeals.

He assuned the role of Senior
Judge in March, 1978. One of the
duties ol the Senior Judge is to assign
cases. Judge Coleman immcdiately
assigned (he entire erimminal docket to
himself. He continued to take responsi-
bility [or the critninal docket through
[987. Ir 1988 he divided responsibility
for heacing criminal cases  between
himsetf and one other judge. Presently,
the crintinsl docket, as well as the civil
docket, s equally divided between all
four judges.

Upon beconnng Senior fudge, one
of the ficst changes which he made was
to the method by which gailty pleas
were  entered  in erimipal  cases,
Previcusly an unsworn petition fo enter
a guilty plea was signed by a defen-
dant, no cowst reporter was present at
guilty pleas, and no recording was
made of the proccedings. Judge
Coteman  implemented & procedure
which required a detailed sworn peti-
tion to be sigred by cach criminal

[

by Vaughn Davis, Jr

defendant as well as their lawyer, He
insisted Lhat these changes be made to
ensure that defense  attoraeys  fully
advised 1heir clients of all of their
rights prior to enfering a guilty plea,
The detailed petition provided a sworn
written cortification thal this had been
done. This aided many young fawyers
whor were entering the practice of crim-
inal defense law. Judge Coleman fur-
ther required cowrt reporters to nmke a
fuil record of all of the procecdings at
guilly pleas.

Judge Coleman has been on the
bench during a period of great change
tor the Cireuit Court. When he initiaiy
assusnied responsibility for the eriminal
docket, approximalely five lhundred
indictments were returned annuadly by
the Hinds County Grand Jury. This fig-
vre jwnped o approximately 1500 in
1982 and 1983. There are presently
2500 to 2000 indictments retorned
auncadly which are equally divided
between the {our Chrowt judges.

Duging his tenore, Judge Coleman
has overseen the computerization of
the Cirenit. Court records. This has
aliowed the Court to become more effi-
cient in maintaining equal work loads
between the judges and fracking the
activities of all of judges and open files
pending before the Court,

Judge Coleman has observed a dra-
matic change in the most commaon type
of civil case filed during his lenure,
When he initially 1ok the bench, mast
¢ivil cases which he saw were auto-
mobile accident cases. He believes that
more cases today arise front an allega-
tion of professional malpraclice or
products liability.

During his terma on the bench he has
observed the implementation of the
Mississippi Rules of Civil Procedwe.
He believes that the most dramalic
impact of these roles is the method and
manner by which discovery 1s con-
ducted. He views these rules as being
casily subject (o abuse by atforneys.

He believes that the Circait Court of
Hinds County to be the busiest in the
state. He believes this based on several
factors, First, these is the obvious con-
centration of population in the greaser
Jackson area. Second, since Jackson is
the seat of stale government, any
actions were filed here by and agasinsg
governmental agencies. Finafly, most
of the ldarge medical facilities are

localed here. This allows nrny cases
involving alleged medical malpractice
to be ltled here.

Judge Coleman has overscen the
implementation of 2 public delender
progeam m Circuil Court. Prior to the
implementation of Ulds program mdi-
gent defendants were represented by a
group of alttomeys who  voluntarily
aceepted courl appotatments, Approxi-
mately (hree years ago a full-time puls-
lic defenders office was created, Judge
Coleman beleves this to be one of the
most significant improvements in the
criminal system. From his perspective
the public defender program  has
improved the overall efficiency of the
court. It has aiso increased the amount
of cooperation between the State and
the defense,

During this tenure the makeup of

juries in his court has changed dramat-
ically. Jurics have become nuch more
representative of the general popula-
tion of Lhis arca in terms ol gender and
race.

Judge Coleman has always been
extremely active ag a trial judge and
cites his busiest year as 1980, During
that year, he presided over 121 triads
including | capital murder cases 1n
which seven  death  penalties  were
retarned, [n 1992 he divided atl new
cases, both civil and eriminal, equally
between the four judges, he did oot
reassign responsibility for any of (he
criminal case which he already had on
his docket,

Although the sumber of trials over
which he prestdes has now decreased
10 approximately 30 per yeas, the
length of the average trial has signifi-
cantly increased. When he asswmed
responsibility Tor the criminal docket a
capital murder case rarcly, if ever, ook
more than one week 1o {7y, The trial of
many felony cases required oaly onc
day. Presentty, # takes as long one
week (0 seal a jury in a capital case,
There has been a similar increase in the
time required o handle civil litigation.
Although the number of trizls has
decreased, the amount of lime devoted
to each irtal has increased.

Like many other judges, Judge
Coleman Finds if mostirritating when a
member of the bar appears unprepared.
He also observes thal attorneys some-
times tend to forget the muolti-Faceted

..continued on page 3

Soul of the Law Discussion Group To Begin

» Just what is this profession that we
have gotien ourselves into?

* Why do lawvyers congregate and
lalk shop at parties?

» What is it about practicing law that
makes us different - that seis us apart
frem owr former college classmates,
from the business people and workers
thal we rtepresent, from our spouses,
our chitdren, or non-lawyer Iriends?

» How has the law changed us since
we started practicing?

* What are soctety's expectations of
our profession?

* Has the practice of law changed
for the worse in the last ten years?

« Why do so many lawyers quit
practicing hw?

* Why am | practicing law?

Sconer or later, every attorney
comes [zce to Face with these questions
and the answers he or she gives will
determine the Tuture course of his or
her practice.

I you are seriously asking yourself
these questions, plan o join us al lunch
each Wednesday beginuing on January
[1th for a series of discussion ou The
Soul of the Law, inspired by a new
book by Benjamin Sills with the same

title. Although we believe that you
would find reading the book (o be
inferesting and informative, you may
patticipate without doing the reading.

Galloway United Methodist Church
is kindly allowing us to use its buffet
lunch {acilities and Conference Room
1. Plan to wrive by 11:45 to pick up
your funch; we will finish by [:00.
Tony Lowe, altorpey, musician, ¢om-
puter progemnmer, ap amatenr philoso-
pher, will moderate the series. Your
interests will determine the form and
content of future series,

Betty Daugherty at the Mississippi
Bar is coordinating book orders and
lunch reservations. To participate, call
her (948-4471) betore Fanuary dth. The
only charge is the cost of lunch ($3.00)
and the hook ($22.95) if you cheose to
purchase one.

The project is co-sponsored by The
Miassissippt - Bar - Women  m the
Profession Commillce and  Lawyers
and Judges Assistance Conunmlice, the
Hinds Counly Bar Women in the
Profession Connuiltee, the Mississippi
Women Lawyers Association, and the
Y 1.5 Women and the Eaw Conunittee.

President’s Column
(eontinued from page 1)

have done a significaat amount of
investigation and  analysis regacding
disability insurance packages, and
believe that the Paul Revere Group
offers the best package for our mem-
bers. We have been working with Jon
Wimbish and Fonathan Smith, two
local independent insurance specialists
[rom: different agencics, in evaleating
the available products. We appreciate
the work they have donc on this pro-
jeet, and look lorward to working with
them in providing these benefils to our
members.

The HCBA Board has alse finalized
a membership arrangement with the
Jackson VA Federat Credit Union.
HOBA members are now cligible for
the numerous financial services offered
by this organization. Please refer to the
display ad in this newsletter for addi-
tionral information on the services
available through the Credit Union,

Pictorial Directory
Mark your cadendars now lor the

photography  sessions for our 1995
Pictorial Direetory. Pictures of HCBA
members will be taken from lanuary
23 through Janvary 27, 1995, and from
Fanuary 30 through Febrzary 3, 1995,
al the Mississippt Bar Center on North
State Street. The hours will be 8:30-
5:30 on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, and 8:30-6:30 on Tuesday and
Thursday. Fhere will be an $18.00
charge for each member to cover the
costs of the Pirectory, This is Lhe same
charge that was made Tor our 1990
Directory. Over 700 members were
pictured in our last Directory. We hope
(o have {000 members pictured in our
acw Directory. The Directory will con-
tain adddional useful information, such
as [izm alfiltation, masding address,
telephone numbers and fax numbers,
Only members of the HCBA will
appear in the Directory,

ft may be another five years hefore
the next Divectocy is compiled, so
doo’t nuss the oppertunity to be
inchuded it this one.

Judge Coleman
{continued from puge 2)

nature of courtroom practice. He views
a triad lawyer as addressing the court,
the fury, and the record. He says that
attorneys need to be ever mindful of
maintaining some balance so that their
courtroom  presentation can be most
porsuasive, He sometinies sees  an
advocate forget one of the entities
which he must address,

Judge Coleman states that the most
unpleasant task 2 judge must pecform
is 1o chaslise members of the bar and
render punishmen. and reprimands. Iy
doing this, as well as his other duties,
he is ever mindful of maintaining a
good judicial temperament.

Judge Colemun presently maintains
approximately 30 criminal cases on
his active docket. Of these, approsi-
mately one-fourth are bad cheek cases
which are being maintained as open
Itles while restitution is heing coliect-
ed. he also is responsible for one-
fourth of all of the civil cases which are
filed. He does not find the preseat work
load to be excessive, but says it 1s cer-
tainly adequate to require all of his
energy. He takes great pride in and
enjoys his work., He derives a great
sense  of personal  fulfliment from
serving as a trial judge and hopes to
continue  on the trial bench. In
November, |99, he was re-elected to a
four-year term,

Vaughn Davis, Jr iy a member of
the Bench & Bar Committee and a
pariner with the firm of Duavis, Furby
& Rogers.




CLE Calendar

of Events

January 12 January 26

Bankruptey Reforns.
UM-CLE. 6012327282

Advanced Workers” Compensation
in MS. NBL 713-835-7909

January 19
Underfanded Penston Plans,
UM-CILLE. 6011-232-7282

January 20
Social Security Disabiity,
UM-CLE. 601-232-7282

Pomestic Relations,
M3 Triat Lawyers Association.
601-948-863 1

Civil Trial Procedures in
Mississippi. NBL 715-835-7909

Mid-Winter MS Municipal Law
Seminar. UM-CLE. 601-232-7282

Janneary 31
New Developments in Federal Civil
Procedure, UM-CLE. 601-232-7282

Febriuary 3

Waorkers’ Comp.

MS Frial Lawyers Association.
601-948-8631

Febraary 9

Choice of Business Entify.
tM-CLE. 601-232-7282
February 16

lmpicmcnting the Clean Air Act.
UM-CLE. 601-232-7282

HCBA Calendar
of Events

Jantary 5
seorge Street Social.
5:30-7:00

February 21
HCBA Membership Meeting,
Noon. Capital Chib

February 23
HCBA CLE 1-Hour Fthics,
[ 1:45-12:45. M Schoot of Law

March 2
{zeorge Street Social.
5:30-7400

March 21 & 28

Peaple’s Law School.
7:00-9:00. MC School of Law
Apritd & 11

People’s Law School.
TA00-9:00. MC School of Eaw
April 18

RCBA Membership Meeting,
Noon. Capital Club

and tracing of funds.

LEFOLDT [éxd@

CERTTEIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to your need for professional excellence
from your accounting experts. Our services include expert witness testimony at
depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts,
consultation on lmgmon options and approaches, support during
the discovery process, damage analysis and review, anLStlgatIV(,
auditing, forecasting of economic losses, fraud aud1t33 asset scarches

5280 Galaxie Dirive M Post Office Box 13409 M Jackson, MS 39236-3409 B {601} 982-1591
145-B Main Street B Post Oftice Box 263 W Biloxi, MS 39533 M (601) 435-7903

MlSSlSSlppl College Libraries to Automate

Over the Christimas  break, the
Mississippt College Schoul of Law
Library and the Leland Speed Librasy

avtomated  systemn. The  system,
Innovative Interfaces, is the best and
most popular i the nation. i wilk be

in Clinton wili begin the process of
moving away [rom their traditional
card catatogs 1o an integrated, online

Mississippi
Libraries.

College

known as “MECAL” which stands for
Automated

Fhe Hinds County Civcuit Judges Robert L. Gibbs, James E. Graves, Jr, L. kfffn‘ﬂd

Hitburn and Williean F. Coleman spoke at the Ociober Membership Me eting. They

are pictured with HOBA President Richard C. Roberts, 1,

UNTIL N()W TITLE COMPANIES
WIERLE ABOUT AS EASY TO COMPARI!

These days, o kol of tite comgumics cldin w be tin
teading,

Al i\l!“si\ﬁljlpl Virlley Title, we saw the need for standardized chaims paying-ability ratings for titfe
wseeers, That's why we asked o be rated by Standamd & Poors. We were givenan A+ e lighost
vating from S&I in the Gl indusiry w date -
National Titke Insurce Company. wl receiv L(i A A rding For the sccond year i row.

ihen call Mississippi Vabloy Titke,

o . 315 Toanbighes Sueet, PO Box 2428
+  MISSISSIPP] VALLEY TITLE ~ Juckson MS 30225.2423
* . L INSURANCE COMPANY (O URY-0222 (BN 6T 2124

1ALAISATN

Ask anether tile company for theie rding from Standid & Poor's, Hihey o't have ene, s<k why,

anciatly seansd, But too oflen, what they promote are
sodaded rakion s stafistes hatae nota e measure of financial strength, I fact, tiey are often anis-

- along with our allitiate and co-wmderwiter, Old Republic

The avtomution process begins in
Januacy of 1995, The Law Library will
be closed momings from the 3ed of
Javvary theough the [3th 3o that all
materialy can be barcoded. During this
fime period, (ke Law Library will open
at 1 pan. and close at 5 pm. The
Ondine Public Catalog (OPAC), the
Circulation, and Camaloging modules
should be ready for patron use by mid-
March.

“MICAL” will allow patrons o
aceess the cand catalogs of both the
MC Eaw Library and main library in
Clinton from thelr personal computers
at home or at their office. The long-
term benefits of the new automated
system will far outweigh any tepo-
rary problems, so please bear with us
during the implementation phase of e
project.

MISSISSIPPT COLLEGE
SCHOOL. OF LAWY

CONTINUING LEGAL
EDUCATION SCHEDULE

Current Issues in
Employment Law
Co-sponsored by the
Labor & Employment Section
of the Mississippi Bar
Friday, February 10, 1995
Ramada Plaza Hotel
6 hours CLE

Asnnual Business
Law Seminar
Co-sponsored by the
Business Law Section
of the Mississippi Bar
Friday, March 24, 1995
Raimada Plaza Hotel
6 howrs CLE

Back issues of afl seminar
manuals are available
by calling the CLE Office

Office of Professional Services
(601) 949-5621
Fax (601) 353-T111




July Bar Exam Results .»

The Mississippt Board ol Bar cesslul. In comparison, the passage
Admissions has announced (he resulis rate for applicants who had previously
of the Mississippl Bar Examination faided the exam 0n One or MOIC acca-
adndnistered on July 25-27, 1994, One sions was 28.0%. One of two appli-
hundred thirty-six applicants achjeved cants on the examination for attorneys
passing  resulls on the July Bar previously  admitted in other states
Exarmzination. This included 135 exam- achicved a passing result; & passage
inees applying for inilial admission rate of 50% on thal examination.

plus one attorney trom another state
seeding reciprocal admission.

The passage rate {or  Hrst-lime toHows:
takers was 67.6% One hundred twenty- February, 1994, ... ... T1.6%
seven of the 172 persons taking the July, 1993, ... ... L. 76.0%
examination for the first time were suc-

February, 1993, ... ... 50.0%

These percentages compane witly the
resulls of previous examinations as

Mississippi College Law Library
Hours for Christmas Break

PDoecember24 - Japumary 2. ..o o CLOSED
Famuary 3-6, Tuesday-Friday. ... ... ... ..., 1:00 po. - 5:G0 pan.
Januwary 7-8, Saterday-Sanday. ... oo oL CLOSED
Januvary 9-13, Mouday-Friday. .. ... o .. EO00 pan. - 5:00 pon
Jantary 14-15, Saturday-Sunday. ... oo o ool L CELOSED
January 16, Monday .. ..o Lo oo L Regular schedule resumes

#72 HCBA Members Get
w8 A New Financial Edge

HCBA members can now take advantage of the
wide range of financial products and services
offered by Jackson VA Federal Credit Union.
And, because we’re a not-for-profit organization,
our members have always had the financial edge
with services such as:

* New & Used Auto 1.oans
* 15t & 2nd Mortgage Loans
» Home Bquity Loans

* No Fee Checking
* ATM Cards & Machines
+ Chiristmas Club Accounts
= Vacation Club Accounts = Recreational Vehicle Loans
« Certificates of Deposit = Personal & Line-of-Credit Loans
+ Individual Retirement Accounts  » Electronic Bill Payment Service
* Safe Deposit Boxes * No Annual Fee Visa Card
* Travellers Cheques * No Fee Financial Planning
» 24-hour Audio Respense Teller 4 Full-Service Locations

And more!

AJACKSON VA Get a financial edge.

vFedera redit Uni Just call or stop in today. __ .
Federal Credit Union (601) 977-8300 NG
240 Brianvood Drive « Jackson, MS 39206 &

July, 1992, . ... 671.9%
Yebroary, 1991, ..., ... 63.2%
July, 1991, ... ... 79.4%

The Mississippi Bar Examination is
administered by the Mississippi Board
of Bar Admissions, a nine member
Board appointed by (e members of
the  Mississippi Supreme  Courl.
Admission procedures are specilicd in
Rules adopted by the Mississippi
Supreme Court. All persons secking
adinission to practice law in Misgis-
sippl must take and pass a8 wriiten
exmnination  administered by the
Bowrd. The cxamination lor initial
admitgsion  in Mississippi  presently
comnsists of two days of essay examinn-
tions and the one-day Multistate Bar
Examipation, which is admimstered
simultaneousty in 40 states. Attorneys
from other states eligible for reciprocal
admission must lake a one or two day
essay exandination on subjects relevant
to practice in Mississippi,

HCBA Nominations
Announced for '95-'96

Richard Montague, chairman of the
HCBA  Nomisations  Comotitiee,
announces the Tollowing candidates for
office {or the coming year.

John C. Henegan

John M. McCullonch

 Alveno Castilla
Dorian E. Twner

Director - Post 2
Peter 1. Doran
Atbert ). Malone

The Association’s bylaws provide
that any other member of the HCBA
may he nominated by petition signed
by not [ewer than 20 members in good
standing and filed with the secrelary-
treasurar on or before January 15,

A Dballot and biographical sketch of
each nominee will be mailed to cach
menber in goeod standing during the
monih of February. To be counted, bal-
lots  must  be  retursed  to the
Assoctation and received not fater than
February 15, Fhe results of the voting
will be announced at the membership
meeling on February 21,

For further information please call
al BEvans at 909-0097.

doesn't just save time
and money.

it Ssaves soles.

Caseuse® delivers the cases and statutes You need.
In Sseconds. On CDO-ROM. These days, winning a case often involves some fancy
footwork. Especially if you have to run to the library every time you need 1o do research.

_ That'_s why we developt_ad Mississippi CaseBase. It puts the information you need at your
fingertips. Which saves time. And because it costs far less than online services, it saves
money, too. For a low fixed cost, you can do as much research as you want - and never
have to worry about the meter running.

In Mississippt, we are the official publisher of MS Code of 1972 Annatated. MS CaseBase contains
M35 Supreme Court Opinions from 1954 to present, M8 Ruies, MS Constitution and U.S,
gggksthtug{o:n. All on CD-ROM. Al} updated quarterly, And all ready for instant access on your

op FPC.

So, if you're getting tired of the same old runarpund, get Mississippi CaseBase. And get the
regults you'y% been Iookingcfor. B

or more information, on CaseBase or any of aur CD-ROM products, includin R*La o
USCS™ LawbDesk and CFR LawDesk, cail 1-8‘/00*-828-6372. 9 AL LawDesk

Lawyers Cooperative Publishing

More Power for Your Mississippi Practice.
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Join the Hindy County Bar Association
for an After Hours Social at
George Street Grocery
Thursday, January 3, 1995
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Open Bar » Hors D’oeuvies » Spouses Invited

Please mark your calendar ay individual invitations will not be mailed.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
151 E. Griftith Street
Jackson, M§ 39201

KIRST CLASS

IMPORTANT
There will not be a HCBA
Luncheon Meeting in December.
The next meeting will be
February 21, 1995,




HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
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MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

FEBRUARY 1994

i e e — - |
President’s tain Lheir practice in Jackson. A nao- considering instituting a variable fec
ber of Hinds County lawyers also have structure, with 2 first year fee waiver,
Column extensive practices in  surrounding The Membership Services Commit-

Ben J. Piazza, Jr.

In the center of this issue you will
find the HCBA Membership Survey
prepared by owr Membership Services
Committee, chaired by Tommy Furby.
Ptease take a mimue or two o corn-
plete the Survey and mail it back to us
in the envelope provided herein, We
want your input concerning a number
of important proposals aftecting the
future of the HCBA.

The size of the HCBA Board of
Birectors has not changed in several
years although our membership has
tnercased  signilicantly. In oxder (o
encourage more  participaiion  and
diversity on the Board we are consider-
ing increasing its size by adding at
least two more Director positions. We
also wish 10 strengthen our lics and
relationship with the Jackson Young
Lawyers Association. According o our
bylaws, the immediate past president
of IYE, currently Binford Williams,
serves as 4 voting member of the
Board. Ben has suggested that it might
be more appropriate to have the current
JYL. president serving on the Board. 1t
might be betler stili to aiso make the
FYL, president-elect a member, [t has
also been suggested that we inchiude
representation: frons special interest bar
associations  soch  as  the Women
Lawyers Association, the Magnolin
Bar or the Federal Bar Association.

The Survey also asks for your opin-
ion oa possibly changing the HCBA
name {o more “accurately reflect our
current membership. In recent years,
more and more of our members live
cutside of Hinds County but still main-

counfics, while many Rankin and
Madison Counly lawyers with substan-
tisl practices in Hinds County have
ioined the HCBA.

Two years ago Lthe HUBA increased
annual dues fsom $35 0 $50. This fee
level adequately funds the current pro-
grams and activities of the Asgociation,
However, it docs nol (ake into account
the basic cconomics of law practice,
Ciencrally, the longer one 5 in practice
the higher is one’s income, This ks par-
ticularly true for the younger lawyers
who have just passed the bar. fn order
o encourage HCBA  membership
among (hese younger lawyers, we ale

1ee las also come up with a number of
suggested services that the HCBA
might sponsor or consider offeting if
they would be of assistance to our
members. Please give us the benefit of
your opinions on these and the other
tssues in the Membership Survey.

Start Up of Homeless Clinic
The Legal Problems of the Home-
less Cormmitlee, chaired lfor the HCBA
by Mike Maclanis and for IYL by
Frapces Corley, will hold its [irs
monthly Homeless Legal Clinic on

continued on page 2

Habitat Contribution

The Hinds County Bar Association and Jackson Young Lawyers Assoviation recent-

Iy eontributed the proceeds, $2200, from the jointly held Golf Tournament to Habitat

for Humanity, Presenting the check 1o Frank Multett of Habitat (center) were

Kenneth Griffis, JYL President ({eft), and Ben Piazza, HCBA President (right).

February 15,1994 12 Noon $9.00 Capital City Petroleum Club
The speaker will be James L. Roberts, Jr., Mississippi Supreme Court Justice,
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CLE Calendar

of Events

February 23

Collection. Law in Mississippi.
Lorman Business Center, Jackson.
715-833-3940

February 25

Update on the Law Seminar
{Chancery/Circuit/Federal).

MS Trial Lawyers Association.
Jackson. 948-8631

March 4-5

Mid-Year Mecting,

MS Bar, Biloxi. 948-447]

March 4

Workers’ Compensalion.
Lorman Business Center. Jackson.
715-833-3040

March 16

Summary of Recent Mississippi Law.
Abbott & Weems. Jackson.
[-232-7361

March 24

Business Law Seminar,

MC School of Law. Jackson.
949-567 |

March 25

Products Liability Seminar,

MS Trial Lawyers Association.
Jackson. 948-8631

April 8

Strategies in Handling DUI Cases.
Lorman Business Cenler. Jackson.
T15-833-3940

May 6

Federal Practice Seminar.
Pederal Bar, fackson. 949-4554
May 6 '

Real Estate Law.

MC School of Law. Jackson.
044-195()

¥ HCBA Calendar

of Events

February 15

HCBA Membership Meeting.
Neon. Capital Clity Petrpleum Club
March 3

HCBA Social,

$:30-7:00. George Street Grocery
March 22 & 29

People’s Law School.

T:00-9:00, MC School of Law
April 5 & 12

People’s Law School.

F:00-2:00. MC School of Law
April 19

HCBA MembBership Meefing.
Noon. Capital City Petrolewm Club
May 5

HCBA/JYL Law Week Dinner,
6:30). Primos Northgate

President...
(continued from page |}

February 24, 1994, Therealter, the clin-

ic will be held the fourth Thursday of

every month. With the help of Phyllis
Thornien, Director of the Mississippi
Pro Bono Project, the HCBA and JYL.
jointly sponsored a CLE program in
December to provide training for the
attorneys whe have agreed o parlici-
pate in the Homeless Legal Clinic, Two
1o three attomeys will provide one to
two hours per altorney during the day
at the Stewpot headquarters on West
Capital Street, if you are interested in
vohunicering, please contact Phyllis at
the MPBP, 948-4471.

Law Week Dinner

Piecase mark your calendars [or
Thorsday, May 35, 1994, for the first
annuad (hopefully) HCBAAYL Law
Week Dinner, The event is being held
during Law Week to honor the judicia-
ry in the metre lackson area. The
HCBA/IYL. will be recognizing out-
standing members of our Association
for their efforts on behalf of the bar and
our conununity af large. Frank W.
Huanger, assistant attorncy general of
the United States, will be the speaker.

Hinds County Chancellor 'W. .
“Chet” Dillard has bad a varied legal
carcer. A Jones Clounty native, he has
been a practicing altorney, 4 city prosc-
cutor, district attorney, State Commis-
sioner of Puoblic Safety, Assistant
Attorney General, and now Chancelior.
Judge Bilkard began his service as a
Chancellor on Fanvary 1, 1988, having
been appointed by Governor Bill
Aliain,

One of the aspects of being a chan-
ceflor that interests him muost, says
Judge Dillard, is the uniqueness of
every situation that comes hetore him.
No matter how similar two cases may
appear at first glance, no two cases are
the same when a judge starls applying
cquitable principies. The most difficult
cases he handles, says Judge Didlard,
are child abuse, molestation, and
neglect cases. 1t is a great burden to
dectde what is in the best interest of a
child.

During his tenure, Judge Ditlard has
handled a large number of high profile
cases. He has ordered the release to the
media of a video tape of the beating of
a prisoner al the Jackson City Jail, He
has ruled that meetings of the Juckson
Library Board are subject to the Open
Meetings  Act. He has  shut-down
BINGO as an iitegal lottery. He hasg
struek dewn the city ordinance banning
topless dancing as being unconstitu-
tional gender-baved diserimination. He
has apheld the use of the Mississippi
state flug.

He has ruled that the provision in
the Mississippi State Constitution pro-
hihiting payment of state bonds issued
in 1841 is unconstilutional, but that a
suit to collect on the bonds is barred by
the statute of limitations. Recently, he
ruled that the Govergor cannot exercise
a line item velor an an act for the
issnance of state bonds. He has
handied the proceedings concerning
Dr. Lewis Nobles, former President of
Mississippt College. {Judge Ditlard’s
first hearing in this case was an emer-
gency hearing held in the den of his
home in Clintfor on a  Saturday
Morning.}

Recently, fudge Dillard conducted a
rare chancery coust jury frial involving
theee young women in their late teens

W. O. “Chet” Dillard

by Barry H. Powell

suing for damages for sexual molesta-
tion that occwrred when they were fen
to twelve years old. The case involved
cleven lawyers and took nineleen {rial
days and approximately that many
more days in motions. The jury
returned & non-unamimous verdict in
favor of the defendants. Based on the
evidence and what he felt to be confus-
ing instructions to the jury, Judge
Biltard set the jury verdict aside and
awarded some $300,000 in damages
against the two defendants.

The most far-reaching case pending
before  Judge Dillard right now
involves an attack by eight couaties on
the state aid road formula. The case
mvolves millioas of dollars and affects
al eighty-two counties with respect to
money countics receive from the State
with which to construct and maintain
roads,

When asked why he seemed to get
so many controversial, high-profite
cases, Judge Dillard told the story of
the owner advertising for his lost dog,
“Lost: Dog with one ear, one eye, crip-
pled left hind leg, deep scar over right
flank. Answers to the name ‘Locky.

Asked for suggestions for lawyers
practicing before him, Judge Dillard
emphasized thal lawyers should not
betabor their cases. “When you show
what you need to show on a partieolar
point, ¢heck off that point and move
on.” kudge Diflard also observed that
most lawyers tend to cross-cxamine
too tong and to the detriment of theje
case by simply rehashing the direct
examination. He believes this is partie-
wlarly frue with experts; the cross-
examiner should not want to simply
emphasize  the  exper’s  direct
testimony.

Judge Dillard also pointed out that
trial judges much prefer that lawyers
not astomatically launch into extensive
arguments in support of their objec-
tions 1o testimony or evidence.
Lawyers should simply state their
obiection and the reason for it, e.g.,
“Ohbjection, hearsay.” 1f the trial judge
wants argament, the judge will request
it. (Mhierwise, lawyers should not con-
sume a lot of trial time by ncedlessly
arguing objections,

Judge Dillard is the author of a

recently  published  book, Clear
Burning: Civil Rights - Civif Wrongs.
He describes writing this book as a
“unigque experience.” The book arose
out of Judge Dillard’s experiences as
districi  atforney in Jones County
during the civil rights era. People kept
asking him questions about what
happened and his experiences. 1t took
three years to write the book. Judge
Ditlard said thai he was just frying to
describe what happened and let the
reader decide what were “rights” and
what were “wrongs” The book is
avaitable at most local bookstores.
Judge Dittard wilt be glad to autograph
any copies.

Barry Powell is Chairman of the
HCBA Bench and Bar Comumitiee and
is a partner with Alston Rutherford
Tavdy & Van Shyke.

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW

CLE SCHEDIILE

LIMUTED LIABILITY
COMPANIES IN MISSISSIPPI
March 24, 1994
Ramada Plaza Hotel
Chainman: Daniel ;. Hize
Buitler, Snow, (’'Mara,
Stevens & Cannada
6 hours

INTERPERSONAL FACTORS
IN THE COURTROOM
Aprit 8, 1994
Primos Northgate
Chairman: Allan Campo
Allan Campo & Associates
3 hours

REAL ESTATE LAW
May 6, 1994
Ramada Coliseum
Chairman: Vernon H. Chadwick
6 hours

For Informmation
(601) 944-1950

[P
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Mediation: Another Tool for the Competent Lawyer

Alternative Dispute Resolution, or
ADR, encompasses a wide range of
methods from adjudication and acbitra-
tion to mediation and sumimary juory
trials. Currently, at least ten forms ol
ADR are being explored in the {edecal
courts. ADR is challenging the tradi-
tional adversavial system and (he way
tawyers have functioned and will func-
tion in Lthe tuture.

With the creation of the Mississippi
Center for Dispute Resolution much
interest is now being focused on one
ADR  option, nwediation.  Mediation
employs a neatral party, often an attor-
ney, 1o help parties negotiate a solition
Lo their dispute, omestic mediation s
already operating in  Rankin and
Lauderdale Counties. Pilot mediation
programs are pending in Hinds County
o educate the parlies to the uses and
advantages of mediated sctiiements.
The federal cowrts are vigorousty
studying ADR alternatives o comply
with the Civil Justice Reform Act of
1990, In this Act, Congress encour-
aged all federal courts to enacl some
ADR program or policy to heip reduce
civil case backlog and delay.

Not only is the judiciad system
rapidly moving in this direction, but
increasingly top 1.5, corporations are
now engaging in non-litigious forms of
dispute reselution. In a recent survey of
the legul departments of “Fortune
H00” companies, 72% reported at
feast some experience with ADR, and
14% were considered extensive users.
Mediation was the most preferred form
of dispute resolution, Time and cost
savings (up to 50%) were far ahead of
all other categories as to why com-
panies preferred ADR over litigation.
In the futwe, 83% of all company
counsels indicated they anticipated
more use of ADR.

Additienally, a 1992 Harris Execu-
tive Poll further emphasized the dis-
satisfaction with the contentious nature
and cost of traditional Iiigation. Top
excewtives surveyed felt that the cost
and fear of law suits were hampering
their businesses and the entive United
Stales cconomy. Of those poiled, 97%

by Mike Maloney

favored greater use of ADR as a possi-
ble reform. The company heads stated
that scttlement in this fashion, as
opposed o fitigation, enabled the com-
pany 1o retain a good relationship with
workers, customers, the government
and others with whom it had a dispute.

For all of the zbove mentioncd rea-
sons, mediation lends #Hself even more
to domestic than commercial disputes.
When opposing interests have continu-
ing relationships, mediation permits
flexible setilement options; allows par-
ties 10 be heard; invelves the clients in
the resolution process; and may enable
the parties to avoid future confronta-
Lans. Generally, when a domestic dis-
pule reaches the courthouse there are
very few winoers.

If tawyers are prunarily trained to
be “problem solvers”, why shouldn't
mediation be another taol {or the com-
petent fawyer. Those who insist on
keeping their clients on the litigation
track gy become marginal as the
marketplace dictates other solutions.
More ealightened attorneys will realize
they can attract and maintain clients by
showing more concern for the cost of
titigation, providing options 1o twial and
placing clieats intercests ahead of their

legal position.

There is a feeling among some that
mediation is not lawyering but rather is
giving up a client and case to someone
else. Eawyers fear they will “lose
contrel” if 2 case i nol taken to trial.
Actually, &  mediated  settlement
requires an ageeemenl on both sides,
while a judge and jury may be far less
predictable.  Again,  the  competent
lawyer, with multipte tools, will recog-
size which clients and cases are best
suited for mediation,

The Mississippi Bar bas spent thow-
sands of advertising doliars to show the
public how valuable Fawyers are to our
sociefy, and this ts commendable. Still,
too many in our profession are viewed
as mercenaries who look first at the
value of the case before the interest of
the clicnt. Non-lawyers sce mediation
as a more civilized form of problem
solving for many disputes. The allor-
ney who is versed in a varicty of reme-
dies, with litigation as a fasl resort, will
do as much as anything to promote the
starding of our profession,

Mike Malaney is an Assisfant Dean
at Mississippi College School of Law
and a Certified Commercial Mediator,

Habitat for Humanity Needs You!

by Terry 8. Witliamson

Habitat for Humanity is getting
ready to kick off another round of con-
struction,  this  time  on  Milisaps
Avenue, beginning in March. While
Habitat will be bringing in groups of
college students 1o work during the
week. Habital needs our help working
on Saturdays throughout the month of
March, Please  contact  Terry
Willizrnson a6 948-6882 il you are
interested in participating through the
Hinds County Bar Associalion on z
team during the month of March, We
will need hetween ten and fifteen
volunteers for at least onc of the
Saturdays in March it order (o fill out a
team.Please let your office staff know

about this opportunity also.

In addition to the need for work
teams in March, there may also be an
opportunity to work on February 12,
19 ot 26, 1994, If you are interested in
working one of these weekends in
Febriary,  please  contact  Ferry
Williamson immediately. We will need
tor let Habitat know as scon as possible
that there is a Hinds County Bar
Association team avaitable to work.

Terry Williamson is Chairman of
the HCBA Habitat  for Humanity
Committee and is an associale with
Alston Rutherford Tardy & Van Shyke.

HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Membership Survey
Please Return by February 25, 1994

INSTRUCTIONS: ¥or each question, fill in the biank or circle the number of the appropriate response.

DEMOGRAPHICS

i, Whalt is your sex?
1. Male 2. Female

2 What is your age?

3. What is your race?
1. White 2. Black 3. Other

4, In what year admitted to bar?

5. What type of employment
. Privaie practice

. In-house counsct

. Government

. Pubtic interest

, Judicial

. OHber

o de L) hd e

6. What is your pasition?

- Sole practitioner

. Partner/Sharcholder

. Staff Attorney

- Manager Legal Irepartment
. Salaried Associale

. Other

L R

T )

T What is size of your firmflegat department?
L. Sole practitioner
2. Z-5attarneys
3. 6-12 attorneys
4. 1324 atlomeys
5 254+ attorneys

HOBA GOVERNANCE

The HCDBA Board of Directors ¢onsists of 3 officers, 4 directors aad
the immediale past presidents of the HCBA apd JYL. In onder to
€neOLTage more participation and diversity in governance the HCBA s
cansidering incrcasing the overall size of the Board, adding JYL
represenlatives, and/or possibly including representatives from special
interest bars er groups.

B. Do you feed the size of the Board should be
1. increased
2. decreased

3. remain the same

9. Would you support  having the JYL  president and
presidens-—clect on the Board instead of the FYL past president?
l. Yes 2, No 3. Noopinion

H.  Would you suppoet changing the composition of the Board 1o
include representation from special interest bar associations
such as, the Women Lawyers Association, the Magnolia Bar or
the Federal Bar Association?

1. Yes 2. No 3. Noopinion

HCDA NAME

In recent years, more and more of our members live outside Hinds
Caunly, many have extensive practices in surcounding counties, and
many Rankin and Madison County lawyees with substantial practices in
Hinds Counly have joined the HCBA.

1. Would you support changing the name of the HCBA to more
" aeeurately reflect our current membership?
L Yes 2. No 3. Noopinion

12. If yes, what name would you like best?
i, Metro Jacksen Bar Association
2. Central Mississippi Bar Association
3 Tri-County Bar Association
4, Other

HCBA DUES

Currently all of our members pay the same annual dues of $50/year
which adequately funds the program and activities of the HCBA. In
order to encourage HOBA membership among younger lfawyer, we are
considering instituting a variable {ee system, for instant no fec for first
year members, 325 for 1-5 years, $50 for 5-10, 375 for more than if
years.

13, Do you feel we should
1. Keep present annual fee
2. Initiate variable annual fee

4. Would you support a fee waiver or reduced fees?
L. for newly admitted tawyers
1. ¥es 2. No 3. Noopinion
2. for unemployed funder employed lawyers
I. Yes 2. No 3. Noopinion
3. for government or public interest lawyers
I. Yes 2 No 3. No opinion



MEMBERSHIP SERVICES

The HCBA is considering expanding membership services in a number
of areas, We do not want to duplicate services already provided by
olher bar association.

i5.  In which of the following areas would you like the HCBA 1o
sponsor business affiliates that would offer discounts, either on
a locat or statewide Dasis?
a. Hotel 1. Yes 2. No 3. No opinion
. Travel 1. Yes 2. No 3. No opinica
¢ Automobile 1. Yes 2. No 3. No opinion
purchase discounts )
d. Pager/becperor 1. Yes 2. No 3. No opinion
answering services

e. Printing/ropying 1. Yes 2. No 3. No opinion
companies

£ Office equipment 1. Yes 2. No 3. Ne opinion

g- Florisis/gift 1, Yes 2. No 3. Ne opinion
shops

h. CD Rom equipment 1. Yes 2. No 3. Noe opiaion

i. Records, storage/ 1. Yes 2. Na 3. No opinion
relrievai

16.  Assuming that a separate wser fee might be charged for the
service, which of the following services do you think HBCA
should vffer?

Should  Would

offer use
a. Brief filing service 1 2
b. Computer research service 1 2
¢, Computer/iechnology assistance 1 2
d. Compuier/technology resource library i P
e. Compuierftechnology vendor referzai 13 2

service
[.  Fee arbitration seevice 13 2
g Lawyer referral seevice t 2
h. Lawyer placement setvice 1 2
i,  Paralegal placement service i 2
j.  Lepal secretary placement service 11 2
k. Student faw clerk placement service i 2
1. Other i z
LIBRARY

A $2.50 per ease fifing fee is being levied on all circuit, chancery and

county court {ilings for operation of a County law library. Mississippi
law autharizes the HCBA to make rccommendations to the Board of

Supervisors concerning the operation of the County taw library.

P

17.  Are you satisfied with the condition and resources of present
faw library in the 1linds County Courthause in Jackson
1. Yes 2. No 3, Noopiniea

18,  Are you satisficd with the condition and resources of the
peesent library in the Hinds County Courthouse in Raymond?
1. Yes 2. No 3. Noopinion

19. Do you believe a law Iibrary should be established in the Hinds
County Chancery Court Building in Jackson?
1. Yes 2. No. 3. No epinion

20.  What do you betieve would be the most effective ulilization of
available library sesources.
1. Hire fuli time law librarian
2. Provide computer rescarch capability
3. Purchaser additional books
4. Purchase CBRom maierials
3. Other

ETHHICS

2f.  The HCBA is considering establishing a panel of experienced
attorneys which would serve in an analogous fashion to the
ethics partaer in farger firms by providing informal, non-binding
ethical opinions, when requesting an opinion of the State Ethics
Commilttee is not practical.  Would this be a useful service to
you?
L. Yes 2. No 3. No opinion

S0CIAL

The HCBA has bi-monthly membership meetings, a Christmas party,
repular after-hours socials at George Street Grocery and in May is

planning on jointly sponsoring an annual Law Weck dinner meeting

with the JYL, in honor of the judiciary in our area.

22,

23.

During fast year, how many of these activitics have you
attendcd?
1. One 2. Two 3. Three 4. Four or more

Da you believe HOBA provides sufficient opportunities to meet
and sogialize with other members.
I. Yes 2. No 3. Noopinion

OTIIER COMMENTS

MAIL TO:
HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
151 E, GRIFFITH STREET
JACKSON, MS 39201

Huartheock, Joy Lambert Phillips

Fhe American B3ar Association has
selected “You've Come a Long Way,
Counselor..Or Have You?” as a model
to be presented ot the May Atliliates
Outreach Program National Confer-
ence to be held in Porttund, Oregon in
May. This landmark CLE program was
co-sponsored by the Hinds County Bar
through its Women o the Profession
Cominiies,

Concerned by the small number of

women lawyers moving into leadership
roles in key activities, the Women in
the Profession Commitiees of  the
Hinds County Bar and the Mississippi
Bar  joined wilh the Mississippi
Women Lawyers Association to iden-
tity women lawyers in leadership rofes.
These lawyers participated in a CLE
designed to prescnt their experiences
as leadership training models.
Speakers addressed the status of
womernt in government, the judiciary,

Reminder

The Hinds County Bench &
Bar Relations Commiltee main-
taing copies of a number of opin-
iong of Circuit Judges Robert 1.,
Giibbs and James E. Graves, Jr,
in the county law library in the
Hinds County Courthouse,

Hinds County Bar menibers planming the CLE seminar
“You've Come a Long Way, Counselor..Or Have You?" af
Cedar Grove Mansion in Vicksburp. Left to right, Lynn Fitch
Mitchell,  LeAnn  Mercer,  Kathleen

Comway,  Tuwmy

private practice, and professional orga-
nizations. Featured speaker Evelyn
CGandy forecast “The Role of Women
in the Law in the 21st Century” and

“Youve Come a Long Way, Counselon. .Or Have You?” pro-
gram chaiy Carol West with keynote speaker Evelyn Geandy
[following the Vickshwre CLE Seminar

asked “Is There a Glass Ceiling?”

The highly successfub seminar was
held October 1-2, 1993 g Cedar Grove
Mansion in Vickshurg.

Sure, doing business
today invoives taking
chances, but Mississippi
Valley Title is there to
handle certain unfore-

This IsNoTime
ToTake Chances.

Old Republic National Title
Insurance Company, is the
first title insurer to earn an
A+ stability rating from

seen risks. Standard & Poor's, and tohit  }
For over half a century,  Thomson InsuranceWatch’s :
we've taken a steady hand  AA squarely on the mark. E
in evaluating aiternatives,  So,when you do business £
and we’ve made sound, with Mississippi Valley Title, :
carefully targeted business  you're making a smart 3
decisions...all to secure a business decision, :
stable financial base for ** *»,
our customers. «  MISSISSIPPI VALLEY TITLE
*+, , + INSURANCE COMPANY

Jackson, Mississippl 601-969-0222 » In-State 1-800-962-2115 » Qut-of-State 1-800-647-2124

QOur parent company,

|~
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Wwell, it’s February in Mississippi
and that can only mean two things:
Valentine’s Day and another legistative
session. But this year, something is dif-
ferent. There is money in the General
Furrd, lots of money. What a switch.
Usnally at this time of the year our
governmental  leaders are  peddiing
spending culs and tux increases. This
year # is exaclly réversed. Dveryone
Ixag a wish list for all the new revenue
and F'm no exception. [ only hope our
elected officials wilt think of my sug-
gestions as a kind of political valen-
tine. However, a word of warning lor
the less mirthful lawmaker, sonwe of
my proposals are a bit more tongue-in-
cheek than others, but in the spirit of
cupid’s big day, [ can certity that every
one of them is absolutely hearifelt,

Captain Equity’s
1994 Legislative Agenda

. Clearly, top priority should be
given to passing the Public Officials
Pronunciation Act. This would require
the Governor (o preneunce business
without a “d”. Likewise, Jackson
Mavor Kane Ditto would be prohibited
from using his newly coined word,
“cagina” as a substitute for casino.

2. Speaking of proposed pew casi-
nas, (I realize we are operating without
needed legistation) [ don’t  think
Jackson's mayor has gone far cnough.
In addition to approving casinas on the
Pearl River and in and aronnd the old
King btdward Hotel, our lawmakers
ought to allow all Mississippians (o
place bets on the ongoing shell games
being conducted by the Jackson City
Couneil and the Hinds County Board
of Supervisors. An Hxacta Grand Prize
should be awarded to the bettor who
successfully picks the precise date and
location of Fackson’s new jail grand
opening, Talk about long odds. And if
that works, how about another new lot-
fery game: pick the next prominent
elected official, corporate officer or
coliege  president  to be indicted,
Admittedly, this will be an easier game
thus justifying a reduced payoul.

3. Another pressing matter i3 reso-
lation of the Ayers litigation, If state

by Captain Equity

officials and Litigants are really serious
about ending the vestiges of segrega-
tion in higher education, they shouwld

move to create a new Hniversity of

Mississippi  System.  This  would
require Fackson State to be closed. In

its place would be UM-Jackson, a new *

color-blind urban university with cam-
pus centers at the Med Center, R&D
Center and in  Southern Madison
County off 220, Like Arkansas-Littie
Rock,  Alabama-Birmingham  and
Georgia State, it would be a compre-
hensive, commuter universily with an
extensive cvening program and per-
haps even a basketball team. 1s Gene
Barlow available? The UM System
would aiso merge Delta State and
Mississippi  Vatley State into UM-
Delta. Alcorn State and USM would
become UM-Pine Tree with its new
campus localed on the Mississippi
Cialf Coast.

Finally, the state legislature would
merge MUW and MSU inlo UM-
Golden Triungle. In the alternative, #
would allow MUW 10 be sold o pri-
vate inferesls along with any of the
other closed or merged schools that
couid find a buyer. And so everyone
wor't think UM-Oxford is the big win-
aer, the legislation would require Qle
Miss funs to carry cowbells; refer 1o
itself as Ole UMO; and adopt the col-
ors black, gold, maroon and green. (e
UMO athletic teams would henceforth
be known as Lhe Brave Tigers. While
this realignment would solve the prob-
fem, it would probably meet with more
than token opposition. The alternative
would be to keep things as they are
while changing the collective name of
our stafe’s uaivessities o MTMUS -
Mississippi’s  Thoroughly  Medioere
Limversity System.

4, With regard to crime, the legisla-
ture should rethink its entire approach
to juvenile offenders who are, accord-
ing to Justice Department statistics,
responsible for 60% of alt offenses.
The focus should be on prevention and
socislization. However, with regard to
a small identifizble group of hardcore
felons of all ages who, also according
to the Justice Department, average 132

felonies per year, a scparate com-
munity should be created for them on
Cat or Horn Island. Give them a tent, a
bedroli, a hoe, some lima bean sceds
and & one way hoal ride. Perhaps they
could form: a support group with their
new friends,

5. Give gualified, motivated public
school teachers a big raise while pro-
viding job retraining for waqualified,
unmotivaded educators who  should,
with the help of the Departinent of
Fducation, be looking for new carcers.

6. Send the Governor’s Inspector
General on an extended fact-finding
mission to outer space W find out if
Mississippi road contractors had any-
thing to do with the disappearance of
the Mars Probe.

7. Have the House and Senate pass a
joint resolution  acknowledging  that
bringing the Super Conducting Super
Collides to Mississippi turned out to be
2 bad idea aller all,

8. And finaily, i the legislatare
wants (o continue the state’s traditional
brand of conservatism which, in the
view of Sid Salter in his January 23
Clarion-Ledger column, has brought
us 10 this point in our history, our law-
makers should take the following
steps: Continue to posture abong school
prayer and hand oul tux refunds while
continuing  inadequate  educational
funding. Meanwhile, our elected repre-
sentatives should triple car tag assess-
ments, add another point o the sales
tux and build more casinas. Sure, we'll
have higger problems, but then we'll
have mwore money nol to spend on
ther.

Mississippi College
Law Library
Regular Hours

Mon.-Fri. ... 7:30 a.m. - midnight

7 TR 7:30 an - %:00 p.m.
Sat 9:00 a.m, - %:00 p.m.
Sug. e 1100 punt. - 10:00 pom.

Jon Hurt, Dean Richard Hurt, Ben Piazza

HCBA Christmas Social

Approximately 300 HCBA members and guests enjoyed
the annuad Christinas Social hetd Pecernber 9 at the MS Bar
Center,

Bill Cotbert, FLeonard Van Siyke, Patricia Hf:rﬁhj!, I'Chru'r
Roberts

Dan Hise, Aune Winter, Judge James Sunmer
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Are you overwhelmed by
work-related stress,
marital conflicts, drug
or alcohol dependence,
depression or other problems?

There is help through the
Lawyers’ Assistance Program

Call 968-5032

Mississippi Baptist Medical Center

A service of the
Hinds County Bar Association

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
131 E. Griffah Stieel
Jackson, MS 39201
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President’s
Column

Ben J. Piazza, Jr.

I can hardly believe that nyy year as
HCBA President is finally drawing to a
close. So much has happened and there
arc so many people to thank for the
successes we have enjoyed this year
Unflortunately, | have neither the time
new the space to properly thank every-
ane.

HCBA/JYL.

One of my main goals af the begin-
ning of my term was to establish closer
relations  with the Jackson  Young
bawyers Association. With the out-
standing eooperation and assistance of
JYE President Kenny Griffis, T belicve
that we are well on our way (owards
accomplishing that goal. Although aot
officially a member of the HCBA
Board of Directors, at my invitation,
Kenny attended ahmost all of ovr board
meetings and he reciprocated by invit-
ing me to the JYL Board meetings. As
a direct resull, the HCBA and JY1,
have co-sponsored many events this
year and witl be doing so again at the
“Evening Honoring the Judiciary™ on
May 5, 1994, | hope that our member-
ship will continue this progress by
approving Lthe proposed Bylaw change
which institutionadizes having the JYL
Presudent and President-elect serve as
full members of the HCBA Board.

Law Week Dinner

As 1 noted, the HOBA and FYL wiil
jointly sponsor a Law Week Dinner on
Thursday, May 35, 1994, at Primos
Northgate. This “Evening Honoring
the Judiciary”
tion at 6:30 sponsored by Trustmark
Nationat Bask, and a great dinner is
planned for 7:30. We are inviting ali of
the judiciary in Hinds, Madisou and
Rankin Counties and their spouscs to
be our guests [or this event. The guest
speaker will be Assistant United States
Attorney Frank W. Hunager, and we

will begin with a recep-

also intend 1o recognize outstanding
members of the HCBA and JYL. for
their contribution to our profession and
the community. FThe all inclusive cost
of the evening will be $25.00 per pet-
son. Please join your brothers and
sisters of the bar in honaring our
jndiciary.

Membership Survey Results

One huedred siinely-seven of the
HCBA Membership Surveys included
in the Febroary newsletter were ¢om-
pleted and returned to the HCBA. This
represenls approximately 18% of our
membership and is a statistically sig-
nificant rale of return. A detailed report
on the Survey will be published in a
future newsletter.

HCBA Committees

Our successes this year have in a
Laege paet been built on the programs
established by past HCBA presidents,
but the current implementation of these
programs is a direct resulf of the out-
standing and  dedicated  work  per-

formed by our committee members
al leaders. Space does not permit me
ty list ail of the accomplishments of
these dedicated people. However, 1
would fike to point cut just a few.

One of our most active commitices
as always, was the Peoples law
School, which wader John Henegan
and Ton: Alexander’s feadership pal on
our nost successful program to date.
vear, Mike Maclmis
chaired the Legat Problems of the
Homeless  Commniitee,  which  in
February  implemented  the  fong
planned monthly Homeless Legal
Cligic. The Women in the Profession
Comntitlee, chaired by Tammy
Hartheock co-spensored a highly suc-
cessful CLE semibnar focnsing on the
professional devetopmend of wonen as
lawyers. Bench and Bar Relations,
again chaired by Barry Powell, provid-
ed several arlicles for the newslelter
and continued our close contict with
the  judiciary,  Black  Lawyer
Participation in the Profession, Dorls
Turner, chair; Budget, chaired by
Alveno Castilla; CLE with Arnold
Dyre as chair; Law-Related Education,
Macgaret Williams; Smali Firm Prac-
tice, Reeve Jacobus and  Lance
Stevens; Newsletier Sduortal Board,
Debra Allen; Child Advocacy with
Stephanic Daughdrill;  Habitat  for
Humanity, chaired Dby  Terrell
Witliamson;  Membership, Marsha
Smafley;  and  Legal  Economics,
chaired by past HCBA  president
Richard Montague, all continued {o
provide  exccllent  programs  and

TFhis agiin

cotitinged on page 2

April 19, 1994

12 Noon $10.04

Capital Club

The speaker will be Carolyn Ellis Staton, Acting Dean of the University of Mississippi Law Center.




1994 People’s Law School Committeé -

Planning the fowrth anaual People’s Law School sponsored by the Hinds County Bar Association and The Clarion-Ledger were
(froat row} John Henegan, Clairman; Mitzie Dease Page; Rebecea Wiggs; Thomas Alexander, Co-Chairman; (hack row} Ben
Piazza, HCBA President; Marcus Wilson and William Wright. The sessions were March 22, 29, April 5 and 16. The People’s Law
School was financially assisted by the Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Programs of the Mississippi Bar Foundation, Ine. (Not
pictured are committee members: Patvicia Benneyt, Trey Bobinger, Peter Doran, Crane Kipp, Ottowa Carter and Joln M.

MeCrllonch.)

President’s Column
(continued frenn page 1}

services o cowr  members  and
communities,

Special thanks go to Bob Barnett for
almost stngle-handedly putling on our
first ever tennis lournament and to
Mark Chine and his committee for
chairing a superb goll tournament. |
am happy o report that your new pros-
ident intends that the golf and ennis
teurnaments will continue as annual
evenis. Our Programs  and  Social
Committees were successtully chaired
by Joe Loticrhos and David Thomas,
respectively.

The Speciad Planning Committee
chaired by Linda Thompson and ]inda
Robinson, and Membership Services

chaired by Tommy Furby have taken
an extensive look at the operations of
the HCBA and some of their recom-
mendations ave ewmbilied in the pro-
posed bylaw changes thal are Dbeing
presented at our April meeting. Finally,
1 need 1o thank Al Malone and all the
members ol the ADR Committee for
their work in helping cducate onr
members and judges abowut alternative
dispute resotution. I have never been
involved witl: a more active commit-
tee, and 1 s sure that with the help of
HCBA past presideat Hal Milfer’s
Mississippi Bar ADR Commitiee, they
will soon bring the committee’s vari-
ous pilot ADR programs to fruition. In

part, 1 know they will do so because of

the pheromenal support provided the
committec by a non-IICBA member,
Phyllis Thamnton of the Mississippi Pro

Bono Project. | would atso be remiss il

1 do not thank Pliyilis and the Pra Bono
Project for ber extraordinary role in the
successful  mplementation of  the
HCBA Homedess Eegal Clinie,

Finally, none of our committees nor
the Board of Directors or HCBA offi-
cers coubd function as well as we do,
without the superb  assistance  and
counsel of our Execulive Director, 1Pat
Evans. 1 can never say it encugh:
“Thank you, Pat.”

A Second Look at Gaming, Greed and Good Sense

Some eighteen months ago, this col-
um ook a snapshot of Mississippi's
initial plenge into the casing gambling
business. Based on what | saw and
experienced, T wrote that, .. for now,
Nevada has nothing to worry about.” {¢
still doesn’t, but Louisiana, Tennessee
and Alabama do with respest to where
an ever increasing share of their enter-
tainment dollars i3 going. Arkansas
would i anybody could figure out how
to get to Mississippl from there, Only
one bridge connects the Whitewater
state and the Magnolia state, but unfor-

There is no reason
why the Mississippi
Gulf Coast should
not anchor a world
renown regional
tourist destination
stretching from New
Orleans to Destin,

Florida.

tunately, the Mississippi Department of
Transportation  wnder the Mabus
Administration collectively forgot io
write down is location before Kisk
Fordice took office. Little Rock is no
hetter, Rumer has it that the directions
to the bridge are encoded in Virginia
Clinton’s antobiography, 1 guess we’ll
have to wait until it’s published to find
aul. But make no mistake, if anybody
remembers  where  that  bridge s,
Arkansas will be worrying about an
outward migration of greenbacks into
Mississippi as well,

Usually, fist reactions tend to he
both sccurate and lasting, but not in the
case of casino gambling in Mississippi.
Oops, 1 meant L0 say gaming. What-
ever you call i€, there are two funda-

by Captain Equity

mentad facts no one in this slale can
afford to overlook or underestimate.
Onie - The state’s gaming and related
industrics are Big Business — VERY
BEG BUSINESS. Two - 1t and they are
here 1o stay, conlrary 1o the scoffery
who say it will never last,

It js now clear to me that very few
tegislators knew what they were doing
when they let the gaming genie out of
the botile. One minute lawnakers were
in a life and death struggle to defeat 2
relatively innocuous lottery bill, the
next moment the whole state was hov-
ering around 2 gisnt craps table
screaming for the shooter to roff a hard
four. At the time of our first visi to the
Coast in October, 1992, there were
four relatively modest gambling boats.
Taday, there are twenty-two casings,
operating 24 hours a day, seven duys a
week. Some of these so called “hoaty”
arc the size of outlet malls with abous
the same chance of saiting off into the
sunset, FEven more mind boggling is
the number of additional groups and
corporations sceking gaming permits,
At fast count, there were five peading
applications {or each existing opera-
tion. Because every major corporaie
player in gaming is already involved in
current and prospective projects, there
15 ne reason o think they will abandon
their huge investments and/or compete
against themselves by moving to »
contignous  state. Why would they?
Mississippi is alrcady as wide open as
i can get with relatively low taxation
rates 10 hool. What is more, our anti-
gambling, non-politician goveranor and
his hand-picked Gaming Cominission
have made it abundantly clear that
there is no limit on permits, operating
houes or the delinition of a navigable
waterway.  (Gaming  Commission
motto - Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi
River, manmade canal, diltch, mud-
puddle - hey -- water ks water). As loag
as comstruction booms, tax revenugs
are up and investors continue to spread
political contributions around to ensure
the status quo prevails, {i.e. witness the

major anti-gambling movement in the
Alabama legislature funded largely by
Mississippi casino operators), there is
no reason {o believe anything s about
to change. As self-improvement guru
Stuart Smalley would say on Saturday
Night Live, “And that's -~ Okay”
Indeed, it is more than okay for the
overall economy of Mississippi. The
question i, how can this stale take
maximum advantage of the new
ecopomic  opportunities  correstly
untfolding?

For openers, Mississippt as well as
the river and coastat cities should do
some collective planiing. Orlando,
Florida, would be a good model. That
city has partayed Disney’s Central
Florida theme park into a world class
destination complete with movie and
television production Facilities, theme
parks, an NBA franchize and a high
volume international airport. While sl
of it is not applicable, a lot of it is.

If done correctly and
marketed aggressive-
ly, it might finally be
possible for us to
reinvent ourselves
and sell an image of
Mississippi to the
world of which every
state resident could
be proud.

There is no reason why the Mississippi
Gulf Coast should pot anchor a wortd
renown regional  tourist  destination
stretehing from New Orleans to Destin,
Florida. Por starters, a major reglonal

oontimed on page 4




Notlce of Proposed Bylaw Chdnges

Pursuant to Section 8 of the HCBA
Bylaws we are nolilying the members
aof the HCBA of proposed Bylaws
amendments which will be voted on ai
the Tucsday, April 19, 1994, regular
mecting. There are three substanlive
Bylaw changes being proposed:

(1Y Change the beginning of the fis-
cal year of the Association [rom May |
to fune 1.

(2) Delete the December repular
meeting and provide for the anmuat
meeting to be in May instead of Aprit.

(3) Change the Jackson Young
Lawyer Association represenfation on
the Board of Directors from the imme-
diate past President 1o the current
President and add the FYL President-
Elect to the Board.

The references in the Bylaws to
elections of officers and the order of
husiness at the annuzl mecling are
being deleted to contorm with previous
Bylaw changes. The proposed changes
are set forth below, with the deletions
everstraek and (he insertions in beld:

ARTICLE IV, Membership

Section_ 2. Amnual Meeting, The
annual meeling of the members of the
Association f{)l H}e«elfeetmﬂ-aﬁ-e-t-i-teem

the transac-
lmu of husmcss simll he held en—the
third-Tuesday-of-Aprid in May of cach

year, at the pl.lce (leanated n (ht,

Notice of the time and place of the
meeting shall be given to the members
by the secretary by mail not less than
three (3} days prior 1o the mecting,
{Ofticers and directors elecled each
year shall take office immediately after
the adjournment of the ApsH May
meeting.} Robert’s Rules of Order shall
govern the proceedings of all meetings.

Section 3. Regular Meclings,
Regnlar meetings of the members of
the Association shall be held on the
third Tuesday of June, Aungust,
October, Beeesnbes February  and
April of each year at a place to be des-

ignated by the Board of Directors; pro-
vided however the Board of Directors
shall have the power to change the date
of any regular meeting including the
annual meeting by glving at leust ten
(10) days written notice 1o the mem-
bers. Business may be wansacted at
such meetings.

;mmml mu,lmg» the Oidu UI lm,\mcsb
shall be as determined by the
President asfolows:

Scetion 2. Number, Tenure  snd
8] ions.  The  number  of
Directors of the Association shall be
st ten (L), The members of the
Board of Directors shall consist of the
President, Vice-President, Secretary-
Treasurer, Lhe  snmledisie—past
President and President-clect of the
Jackson Young Lawyers Association
and [our (4) members elected from the
menthership of the Association. Two
Birectors shall be etected each year in
order 10 have staggered terms for the
Directors,  The  President, Vice-
President, Secretary-Treasurer, and the
President and President-elect of the
Jacksen Young Lawyers Association
shall serve on the Board of Directors
only for the ese—yesr term of their
office. The immediate past President
shall serve onty Tor the year immedi-
ately following his or her service as
President. Upeon the adoption of thesce
Bylaws by the Association, two (2)
persons shall be elected to the Bowrd to
serve for the fiscal year cading Aprit
1983, and two (2) persons shall be
elected 10 the Board to served for two
(2} years terminating at the completion
of the fiscal year ending April 30th,
1084, At the expiration of the indial

lermr of office of cach respective

Director, his or her successor shall be

clected 10 serve a term ol two (2) years,
s R R Sl ke

ARTICLE VIH. Miscellaneous

Section. .. Flsc The [iscal
vear of the Assoualmn shail com-
mence on ey June | of cach year and
end on the 30th day of Apedt May cach

year,

A Second Look...

(contined from page 3)

airport north of 1-10 along with high
speed bullet train service from New
Orleans to Mobile should receive Lop
priority. A master regional develop-
ment plan which makes the most of
Mississippi’s Favevable weather, good
toed and friendly people is a sure win-
ner. The same can be gaid for develop-
ment of Highway 61 through the 1elta
down to Natchez. Music and history;
golf and tenais; hunting and fishing,
not 1o mention food and drink on a first
class road between Memphis and New
Orleans  beats  Atlantic  City  and
Davenport, lowa, like paper covers
rock. I dene correctly and marketed
agaressively, it might finally be possi-
hle [or us Lo reinvent ourselves and sell
an image of Mississippi w the world of
which every state resident could be
proud. 1t is also the best chance we’ve
ever had to attract the financial and
human  eapital  needed 0 get
Mississippi off the bottom once and [or
all.

Of course this all takes feadership
and a proactive attitude which accentu-
ates the positive and the possible while
refegating, “we ain’t never done it like
that before,” to the past. Tt is readity
apparcat that nobody in this state or
region has ever done anything like this
before. The slate is clean and the
opportnnitics  almost  gelimited.  As
ironic as # is, Governor Fordice is in
the enviable position of promising
every ciizen of this state  that
“Mississippl will never be last again.”

Ca veats* Domethc Relatlons - What’s Happening?

It is difficult for the judges o keep
up with new developments in domestic
relations cases and almost impossible
lor practicing attorneys. lispecially is
Lthis true where the practices vary sub-
stantially from districr to district and

Judge to judge. There are three recent

developments that shoutd be brought
to the attention of the Bar we judges
have only recently become aware of,

OMOSO - A Quaditied Medical
Child Support Oxder under 3609 of the
Employment  Retivement  Income
Security Act of 1974, as amended
(ERISA), was enacted into federal law
by the Ommntbus Reconcifiation Act of
1993, This act allows the custodial par-
ent to enroll children under the noncus-
todial parents health plan and sobanit
chaims to receive payments themselves
without the approval ot the noncusto-
diai parent. The key 10 qualifying is to
prepare the order so that it qualifies
under this proviston ol the Taw inuch
the same as the QDRO, or Qualified
Domestic Relations Order, where tax
benefits are concerned.

There are forms available for such
orders. The states are required to enact
baws by April I, 1994, implcmenting
these regulations: however, the attor-
ney should be aware of the statutes,
wlrich for 8609 of ERISA is codified at
20 H.S.C §114Y, and the sinendment
1o §1908 of the Social Security Act is
codified al 42 LES.CL §1396g-1.

The Family Support Act — This act

by Judge W. O. “Chet” Dillard
Chancellor, Division IR
Eifth Chancery Court District
Jackson, Mississippi

of 1988 (Pub.l.No. 100-483) imposes
reguirements upon the state concerning
procedures ta enable the Departiment
of Human Services and the recipients
thamselves to enforce child support
orders. ft encourages the development
of pro se procedures at 55 FReg,
33418 (1990). The states are to provide
torms for custodial parents to petition
proose 10 modify and enforce support

judgments. It is suggested that at least

once every three years families receiv-
ing AFDC have a review of the child
support orders. It also suggests thatl a
kil be prepared contanmng the basic
forms needed o request a change in a
support judgment or o respond o a
reguest for a change.,

My suggestion would be, cven
though these forms may be avaitabic
and a person may proceed pro se, they
should contact the Lawyer Referval
Service of the Mississippt Bar if the

party is unable to obtain the advice of

their own lawyer. The woli-free number
for the referral service is 1-800-682-
0423,

This same act is part of the federal
program that fed to our siatutory goide-
lings for setting chiid suppost obliga-
tions in April of 1990 as found in
$843-19-1(1 through 103,

Forced Mediatinon Service — The
12th Chancery Court Bistrict and the
20ik Chancery Couort  District  are
ordering mediation in divorce cases.
As set forth in the pamphlet prepared

Regardless of the procedure to be followed, if
it is to be changed from the historically tried
and trusted method whereby the attorneys try

to reach a fair and equitable settlement for
their clients...it should be done by legislative

enactment after debate and not by judicial fiat.

for the 20th Distriet, “For refusal to
appear ot niediate in good faith, the
cobrt may impose sanctions For dis-
obeying & court order, such as a fine for
conterapt  of cowt.” {The Rankin
County Chancery Court  Mediation
Serviee at page 7.) By order of the
court, mediation is required and a $50
or $60 charge for the medistor’s ser-
vices must be paid by the parties.
Coungel may or may not atlend the

—continged on page 6

MISSISSIPP COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW

CLE SCHEDULE

NINTH ANNUAIL
REAL ESTATE LAW SEMINAR
Friday, May 6, 1994
Ramada Coliseum
Chalrman: Yernon H. Chadwick
6 loursfing. 1 ethics

THE ULTTMATE
CROSS-EXAMINATION
SEMINAR
Int conjunction with the
Mixsissippi Attorneys for
Constitutional fustice
Friday, June 24, 1994
Ramada Coliseum
Chairman: Victor Carmody
6 hoursfine. 1 cthics

UNDERSTANDING THE
REVISED ARTICLES TIL 1Y &
IV{A) OF THE UNIFORM
COMMERCIAL CODE
Triday, July 22, 19494
Ramada Plaza Hotel
Speaker: Paul A, Carrubba
6 hours

For Information Contact
William R. Townsend
Assistant Dean
(601) 944-1950
FAX (608) 353-7111
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Caveats...

(continueed from page 3)

mediation sessions at the discretion of

the attorney in bath districts,

This practice poses a problem for
the client who is net able, first, nor
willing, second, 1o pay their atoraey Lo
attend the mediation sessions. Upon
their failure 1o do so, will they be in
contempt? They are in a quandary as (o
whether to accept the decision of the
mediator or, when they confer with
their attorney, i the have one, to accept
the decision of the attorney, Another
serious problem in my judgment is the
question of the authority of the cowrt to
tmpose such procedure aad cost upon a
litigant without statutory authority, OfF
great concern is whether the attorney
could be derelict in his duty for altow-
ing his client (o go to mediation with-
out his cownsel. Certainly, it would
require additional time and expense for

the attorneys for which they may nol
be compensated.

Assunyng most attorneys afternpt to
mediate their client’s case before filing
suit, or al feast before the matter is set
for trial, it appears this practice invades
the province of the attorney and dis-
torts the attorney/client relationship.
The attorney, of course, is the one who
should advise his client as o whether
any settlement is in their best interest
bused on experience, knowledge of the
facts, circumstances and the evidence
they will be able to present to the conrt.
it also seems to be an unwise delega-
tion of authority by the court. The
court cannot possibly know whether
the settiement s in the best interest of
the partics without inguiring of the
attoreeys as to what evidence they
intend to present. IF there is to be
mediation, we should aflow the courl
ter do s in pretrial conference with the
atromeys.

. Regardless of the procedure to be

* Pollowed, if it is to be changed from the
historically tried and frusted method
whereby the attorneys try to reach a
fair and equitable settlement for their
clients, knowing the tacts and circum-
stances and taking into consideration
their experience, it should be done by
tegislative enactment afler debate and
nat by judicial fiat,

There is another program entitled
the “Pilot Mediation Program™ for the
circuit and county courts of Iinds
County which 18 sponsored by Lhe
Mississippi Bar and adwninistered by
the American Arbilration Association.
The Mississippt Center for Dispute
Resolution, established in 1591 by the
Board of Bar Commissioners of the
Mississippt Bar, iy offering a program
of mediation 1o disputants in the state
of Mississippi pursuant to ar adminis-
trative order from the Supreme Cout.

Legislature Revises Judicial Election Process

On April 7, 1994, House Bill 1809
which makes extensive changes to our
judicial election system was approved
by Governor Fordice. 1f the bili
receives Voting Rights Act preclear-
ance from the Justice Department, it
will revise several chancery and circuii
court districts, revises the method for
the appointment of family masiers,
provide for nonpartisan judicial elec-
tions, change the times for candidates
to qualify for party primaries, increases
the number on judges of the new Court
of Appeals to ten and provides for two
new district attorneys and eight new
assistant DA's,

The biil adds six new chancellors,
one each in the Third, Eighth, Niath,
Fourteenth, Seventeenth and Twenticth
(Rankin  County} Chancery Court
Districts. 1€ also adds an additional cir-
enit court judge in the Second, FPourth,
Sixth, Eleventh, Fourtcenth and Seven-
teenth Chevit Court  districts  and
creates fwo new circuit court districtls,
the Twenty-First, in Holmes, Humph-
reys and Yazoo Counties, and ihe

by Ben Piazza, Jr.

Pwenty-Second in Claiborne, Copiah
and Jefferson Counties. With the crea-
tion of the new ‘Pwenty-first Circuit
Court District, Hinds County Circuit
Judges witl no longer be responsible
for Yozoor County.

Cireuit and chancery court districts
which consist of a single county are
required to bave the court open the
same times as state agencies and polit-
cal subdivisions, excluding fegal holi-
days. This has the effect of abolishing
terms 19 these districts. The bill also
provides that the senior chancellor for
a chancery cowrf distrigt that wishes to
appoint a family master must stale i
writing to the Clief Justice of the
Supreme Cowrt that a aced exists 1o
warrant appointment of a family mas-
ter, 1f the Chief Justice finds that the
need exists, a family master may be
appointed.

Sections 76 through 87 of the bill is
the “Nonpartisan Judicial Election
Act” Hereafter, all judicial offices
{excepting justice coust judges) are
nonpartisan and campaigaing or quali-

fying for judicial office based on party
affitiation is prohibited. Candidates for
Judicial office must file their intent to
be a candidate and pay the qualitying
fee not fater than the first Friday after
the first Moanday in May prior to the
general election far judicial office,
which is in November. The names will
appesar on a separate porlion of (he bal-
lot with no reference to parly affilia-
tion. ' a runolf is necessary, it will be
held two weeks after the general elec-
Liog.

The number of judges of the new
mtermediate Comrt of  Appeals i
thereased from five to ten, with two
judges to be elected from each con-
gressional district. There will be two
positions with stagpered terms in each
of the five coogressional district.
House Bil} 1809 also provides a non-
severabitity clause which states that if
any parl of the bill is rejected by the
Justice Department, the entire act wili
be void and of ao effect.

0

Hoyou aitended Ole Miss Law
School between 1946 and 1967, you
may have asked this question. Alter a
(il carcer as the ommipresent law
libratian, she joined her family in New
(hleans 0 enjoy  her  retirement.
However, she certainly qualifics for the
“sone but not Forgotten” axiom. Any
Lime that her name s mentioned in a
group of members of the senior bar,
“Miss Bass stories” are traded wilh
auslo.

Last year, Sherry Young, a member
of the current (e Miss Law Library
stalf published her New Orleans infer-
view with Miss Bass in the Eaw
Library Newsletter. Because many of
you tiay enjoy this update, the HCBA
Newsleller is reprinling it

Interview with Corinne Bass
by Sherry Youny

During the first weckend ot April, [
traveled to New Orleans to inlerview a
former director of the law library.

Where Is Miss Bass?

Miss Corrine Bass.

Corinne Bass, the school’s faw librari-
an [ren 1946 0 1967, met me at the
door neatly dressed in a dark green sitk
shirt and matching print skire. She
treated mie to w tour of her elegantly

These diy
Ftdated yab
teading,

At W
psuress. That's why we asked o be rated by
rating Fom S&P i the 0l mdastry 10 dat
Maionrat Title hsurance Comprany, who i
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furnished Si. Charles Avenue apart-
ment, complete with a trip to her
glassed-in balcony. “1 cleaned in your
honor,” shic said.

We sat at her dining table where she
tofd me of her career life. Ms. Bass
camed an advanced degree in library
science al Columbia and worked in the
Memphis public fibrary as a reader’s
advisor. From that position she moved
1o Ole Miss to run the law school’s
tibrary. She corolled in law school and
eamed a law degree in 1958, A faculiy
member, Ms. Bass taught the legal
bibliography course and developed &
reputation for being demanding and
thorough in her role as a professor. She
gave a specch titled “The One Man
Library™ at the 1957 American Asso-
ciation of Law Librarvies conference
which was published i the Law
Library Jowrnal,

Ms. Bass posed for a photographs,
first seriovsly, and then with a smile
upon request. My conversation with
the former libravian affords a glimpse
into the library’s history, and the staff
members appreciate her willingness to
share her remembrances with us.

Reprinted from Newsleiter of the
University af Mississippt Law Library,
Angust 1993, Vol. 2, No. 1
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2nd Annual

feaders of lawyer organizations from
across the country at the Awerican Bar
Association’s  Leadership  Institute
(BLIY, March t1-12, was Richard C.
Raoberts, 111, President-Tidect of the
Hinds County Bar Association. Also
allending  was  Marcus M. Wilson,
ECBA Seeretary-Treasurer.

The BLI s held annuadly in Chicago
Tor incoming olficials of local and stale
bars and special constituency tawyer
organizations. FThe seninar provides
the opportunity to confer with ABA
officials, buy leader colleagues, execu-
tive stafl  and otler cxperts on the
aperation of such assoclations.

Various ABA entitics briefed the
participants  on resources  available

Farham Bridges Park
Saturday, May 21, 1994
9:00 a.m. till 12:00 noon

. ——— il FREE TENNIS TOWELS (&
bar arganization and management, jus- Richard Roberts, HCUBA President-Elect (center), recently participated in an ABA
tice system issues and commuitcations RBar Leadership Institle. He is joined by ABA President R, Wilfiean Ide, TH (left) and WR ! STB A N D 6 TO A L L F:'L AYE RS ! !

ABA President-Elect George E. Busimell {right},

teclmnigues.

- Men & Women Advanced (4.0 +)

- - Men & Women Intermediate (3.5 & below)
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING Round Robin doubles only

(PARTNERS WILL BE DRAWN FOR EACH ROUND)

Hinds County Bar Association/Jackson Young Lawyers Association, Inc.

Invite you to join us during Law Week for an PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED TO 15T AND ZND TEAMS,
EVENING HONORING THE JUDICIARY EACH CATAGORY. A BOX LUNCH PICNIC WILL FOLLOW,

May 5, 1994
Corporate Sponsor:

Primos Northgate First American Title Insurance Company

6:30 Reception 7:30 Dinner
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sve 25 pe : . ] B .
#25 per person i (Registrations will be dated as reccived—-Call Pat Evane 909-0097 for info) ;
i Send to. Hinds Ca Bar Assn, 151 E. Griffith ©t., Jackson, M 59201 before May 17 |!
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Judge Owens bepan serving as
Chancellor in July of 1989, Previously,
her legad practice was of a civit pature.
She titigaied cases i Chancery,
Circuit, and Bankruptey Court. She has
served as Assistant Cily Prosccutor for
the City of Fackson,

Tudge Owens has had  several
accomplishments  since  becoming a
Chancellor, One of her fisst cases was
the federal retirees tax case, which was
recently affirmed by the Mississippi
Supreme  Court. She s especially
prowud that her docket allows cases o
he heard cxpeditiousty, Nortally attor-
neys can gei a licst setting in three
moiths,

dawyers just need
to remember the
basics like being
timely and being
prepared.

She noted thar as a Chancellor, she
sees cases on a day-to-day basis thal
veally alfeet the lives of the litigants
involved. She really sces this with
divoree cases and cases  involving
decedents’ estates. I s interesting for
er 1o wateh the wheels of juslice turn,
as cases begin and close i her court.

Fasked Tudge Owens 1f she had any
puints that lawyers could bear in mind
when appearing before her. She said
that lawyers just need to remember the
basics like being timely and being pre-
pared. She mentioned that lawyers
should be generally familiar with the
Eniform: Chancery Coutt Rules and
shoutd always bring their Rute Book to
couri. She also mentioned that efforts
o sellle the case should take place
before the day of trial and pretrial con-
ferences should be scheduled wath the
coutt for trials scheduled for over one
day.

Judge Owens also mentioned that
these are instances where an atloraey

by Jeffrey I Reynolds

should meet with her first before bring-
ing his clients into courl. She gave an
example of an adoption proceeding
where the Iawyer brought his clients
and witnesses into her chanibers but
the papers were not correct. She Iad to
tactiully bring out that corrections had
to be made. She said it is a better prac-
lice to submit pleadings to her before-
hand so as to avoid any embarrassment
in front of clients.

On the subject of sanctions, Judge
Owens said that she has raely had to
levy sanctions against attorneys. She
did stress that an attorney  secking
sanctions  should  always  seek 1o
resotve the issue before asking for
sanctions. On the other band, if an
attorney seeking sanctions makes it
clear that he or she ied 0 perseade
the other side 10, say, drop a [rivolous
mation, but o ne avail, she would con-
sider levying sanctions.

Judge Owens’ ex parte day is on
Tuesday. She hears contested motions
on her ex parte day if the argument will

Judge Denise S. Owens .»

..t Is a better prac-
tice to submit plead-
ings to her before-
hand so as to avoid
any embarrassment
in front of clients.

not exceed filteen minutes, For pretrial
conferences and for argumenis over
filteen minates, the atlomey could sel
the motion between 8:00 am. and 9:00
am. Monday throegh Friday. This
allows pretrial matters to be resolved
quickly while the case i prepared for
trial.

Jeff Revnolds is a shareholder in the
Litigatien Section of Heidelbery &
Woodliff, PA. He is a member of the
Bencl and Bar Relations Conmiitiee of
the Hinds County Bar Associefion.

Thank You to The Clarion-Ledger

Dewayne McAllister, Publisher of The Clavion-Ledger {cenfer), was pr eHted o
plaque by the Hinds County Bar Association in appreciation of its co-sponsorship of

the 1993 People's Law School by Ben Piazza, HCBA President {right} and Thomas
Alexander, Co-Chainman 1994 People’s Law School,

Circuit Judges Invite Comments to
Proposed Pilot Mediation Program

The Circuit Judges of Hinds County
have invited members of the har o
submit comments directly to them on a
proposed pilot mediation program for
Hingds County Circuit Court, Hinds
Counly practilioners may submit com-
ments to any of the four cireuit jedges.
Copies of the proposed program may
he obtained from the Hinds County
Cirenit Court Adniinistrator.

The proposed program is patlerned
alter & pilot mediation program thal
began September 1993 in the Civil

Daistrict Court  Tfor the Pargh  of

Orleans, Louisiana. Initial reports from
that program indicate a final resolution
in 409 of the civil cases submiited.
Mediation, unlike arbitration, requires
agreement of the pacties. The mediator
makes no hindings of fact or conch-
sions of law. As in any compromise
and setttement, a final resolution can
only be achieved through the sigued
written agreement of the pacties. How-
ever, a mediator brings a skilled, neu-
tral person to the paties’ settlement
negotiations who can often facilitate
moevement and prevent the parties rom
becoming rigidly fixed in their posi-
tions. The procedure is non-binding
and does not prejudice any party’s
right to full judicial process, including
trial hy jury.

The proposed program for Hinds
County Circuit Court s presently
scheduied o commence on July |,
1994, and run for a period of two years,
untess otherwise exfended by order of
the cowt. A petition to authorize the
program is presenily pending before
the Mississippi Supreme Court. The
program woultd apply to ail civil cases
in the Circuit Court. A similar program
for domestic cases in Hinds County
Chancery Court 15 also pending before
the Chancery Judges, and Lhe Alternale
Dispute Resolution Committee for the
Mississippi Bar has championed the
program  [or  ather  courts  in
Mississippi,

by Joseph P. Wise

Unilike the Orleans Parish program,
the proposed program  {or  Hinds
County is entirely volunlary. Parties
will not be ordered to mediation, and
the court will not consider disputes
over whether to mediate. However, the
progrant does reguire (he litigants o
attend one ol the short public seminars
in order 0 acquaint them with the
mediation  process,  The  ltigant’s
lwyers are, of course, welcome to
attend, but are not required to do so.
The programs witl be provided through
volunteers from the Hinds County Bar
Association at ne cost on the first and
third Tuesdays of cach mouth afler
commencenent of the pilot program.

The Mississippi Center for Dispute
Resolution will administer the pro-
gram. This is another difference from
the Orfeans Parish program, which is
administered through a specialty estab-
jished task force. Here, however, a
vehicle for alternate dispate resolution
has been in place for three years. In
1891, the Board of Bar Commissioners
of the Mississippi Bar established the
Center to offer a program of mediation
o hath those in lifgation and (hose
whose dispules have not yel reached
the courts, Fhe Center is sponsored
by Lhe Mississippi Bar and is adminis-
tered by the American Arbitration
Association. AAA will be responsibie
for selecting an impardiaf, trained
medtator.

Both attorneys and non-atiomeys
wiil be eligible to gualify as mediators,
However, interested persons muost have
parlicipated in and successfully com-
pleted a mediator training and certifi-
eation course of at least thirtcen hours
credit sponsored by the Mississippi
Bar Continving Legal Education Com-
msittee, e America: Arbitration Asso-
ciation, or any other provider certilied
by the Mississippi Bar Continning
Legal Education Commitiee. The par-
ties may, of conrse, agree to choose a
mediator independently of the Center

and establish Lheir own level ol quadi-
fication, However, all  mediators,
whether provided by the Center or
independently selected by the parties,
must as 2 condition precedent to medi-
alion agree 1o mediate 10% of their
assigned cascs pro bono.

The cost of mediation shall initially
he borne equally by the parties but
shall ultimately be taxed s costs of Iit-
igation in the event the mediation does

not resolve the dispute. At the close of

mediation, whether or not successful,
the parties shall pay the mediator’s fec
according to the fee schedule main-
tained by the Center, or as agreed
upon. The average mediation in a sim-
ple two parly case approximates 4.5
lours, and a mediator’s fee can vary
from $100 per hour and up, depending
upon the experience of the mediator.

If the parties reach a mediated set-
flement and execute a written agree-
ment isposing of the dispute, the
agreement is enforceable in the same
nmanner as any other written contracl.
The parfies may requite confidentiality
of the terms as in any settiement, and
the mediation process itself is confi-
dential. bn facl, uniess expressiy autho-
rized by the disclosing party, the medi-
ator may not disclose (o any parly
information given in confidence and
shail at alt times mainiain confidential-
ity with respect to commusications
relating to the subject matter of the
dispute.

Joseph P Wise is o partner with
Lilly and Wise and a member of the
Alternative Dispute Resolution Coni-
mitiee  of the Hinds County  Bar
Association,

Attention

Please note the Membership
Luncheon Fee is now $10.




Someone pointed out once (hat i
doesn’t scem o make any scense lor
ope to regeive o nurriage license from
the Cireuit Clerk, yet obtain a divoree
by fiting in the Chancery Couwrst. Why
not end i at the same place where it all
started? Perhaps  this doesn't make
sense uniil we remember Lhat Irowm a
pidigical perspective, what better way
to engender good will than to issue a
love smitlen couple their marriage
license! Surely this couple would
remember that dispenser of good will
when election time rolls avound!

issuance of a marriage license is but
one of many duties fullited by Circuit
Clerk Barbara Dunn. ‘The office she
holds is established in Section (68 of
the Mississippi Constitution, and s
duties are set forth by statute, Miss.
Code Ann, §§ 9-7-121-141 (1972, as
amended). The Cirguit Clerk’s statufo-
ry duties include: (1) serving as Clerk
of the County and Circuit Cowts |7
judges in Hinds County]: {2) receiving
and filing all lawsuits, indictments,
motions and ather related papers in all
civil and criminat cases hied in County
or Circuit Courts, and issuing all
process, inciuding  summonses  and
subpoenas; (3} drawing and qualitying
jurors; (4) recording all judgiments and
executions;  (5)  issuing  marriage
Hicenses and  recording  same;  (6)
recording medical and other profes-
sional licenses; and (7) registering cid-
zens fo vole and conducting elections.

Filings

Perhaps the mosl frequent contact
with the Clerk’s office lor most
lawyers involves the filing of docu-
menis connected with a lawsuit and the
issmance of summonses, subpoenas,
ete. The sheer volume of cases handled
in the Counly and Circuit Court of
Hinds County is staggering: 7,000 to
10,000 cases per year in both courts.
What actualty goes on [ront the Clerk’s
perspective when a suit is filed?

First, a party brings the suvit o the
Clerk for filing, along with a [iting fee

T

by Tommie S. Cardin™

of $45.00 (other fees include $25.080if
the case is translerred and 315.00 for,
filing a garnishmenl). Upen receipt,

the case 15 pul on the docket and:

entered on computer. The Clek’s

office is now completely computer- |

ized, maintaining a  computerized
tracking prograin for every lawsuit on
file. ‘The suit is then placed 1o a jacket
and stored in the filing cabinet.

Parties can either complele their
own sunenens and reguest the Clerk Lo
issuc same, or they can request the
Clerk to prepare and issue summons.
a party requests the Clerk to issue sum-
mons, such is done immediately upon
receipt of the suit. [f the party requests
that the Sherifl serve process, then the
smnmons (s placed in a basket and the
Sheril comes over 3 {o 4 times daily o
pick up the summonses. The Clerk
does not collect the fee for service of
process; that {ee s collected by the
Sherft and is now $25.00 per defen-
dant, unless the defendants reside at
the same houschold, in which case the
Fee is $25.00 plus 81.00 per cach addi-
tional defendant.

With regard {o subpognas, parlics
can either complete same and send 1o
the Clerk for issusance, or they can
request (hal the Clerk both complete
and issue same. Il one requests thal the
Clerk complele the subpoena, it is
imperative that atl the information be
provided so as to rot cause any delay.
The same procedure for issuance of a
summons applies to issuance of a sub-
poena.

When it comes to filing other court
documentation, the Clerk’s olfice is set
up (o be as much of a sell-service oper-
ation ag possibie. Whenever something
is sent by runner to be filed, the runner
is cacouraged to simply tzke the
Clerk’s stamp available ag the front
desk and stnnp the originai(s) “filed”
and put it in the baskel on the front
desk. The renner may also stamp all
copies “liled”, and bring hack whatev-
er copies are needed. There is ne rea-
son ko seek the assistance of a clerk in

the office for filing matters. Once the
document js stamped  “filed” it is
deemed filed, 1{ searching for a partic-
plar pleading, rather than go 1o the
docket book and then the minute book,
ete., now one can simply puli it up on
computer and locate its whereabouts.

Jurors

Juror selection has become Far more
advanced in recent years. The funda-
mwental goal for juror selection s
achieving as random a sclection a8
possible. To achieve this, juror selec-
tion is done completely by computer.
The process begins by requesting the
compuier to randomly select 325 per-
sons for jury duty. These prospects are
divided into 3 panels of Petit A, B and
C. I depends on the nunber of cases to
be heard as to how many jurors are
actually called in on the first day jurors
are needed for the week. On thal day,
all  excuses are  taken. Prospeclive

Jurers are asked to complele question-

maizes about themselves. They are then
pul inio panels of 12 persons, and this
inlormation is fed back into the com-
puter and (he computer prints out panel
sheets. Coples of the completed ques-
tionmaires are nade gvailable (or the
partics in the particular lawsuit and are
attached to the panel sheets. The num-
ber of days a juror has to come o the
courthouse is entered info the comput-
er, which at the end of the week gener-
ates the payroll. Surors are pad $40.00
per day and $.20 per mile every day
they come fo the courthouse.

Orders

Proposed ordess are to be senl
directly to the judge handling the case,
Once each day and sometimes fwice,
the Clerk sends someone to each
judge’s olfice and collects all of the
executed orders for filing. The orders
are then filed and entered by the
Clerk’s office.

..comtinued on page 13

Oftice of Circuit Clerk...

(continued fromm page 12)

Court Administrator

There js a separate oftice of Courl
Administrator which is often times
confused as being paet of the Circuit
Clerk’s otlice. The Cowrt
Administrators are not employees of
the Circuit Clerk, They are employees
of the Judges who hire them and set
their safaries. Currently, the Court
Administrators  and their respective
judges are as follows: Ms. Pat White
(Judge Gibbs); Ms. Sandra Kirby
(Judge Coleman); Ms. Lynn Slevens
(Judge Hilburn); Ms. Pal Burton
(Judge Graves); and Ms. Caralyn
Broussard {County Judges). Any time
a lawyer sets any type of Learing or
other maller before a particular judge,
it behooves that lawyer te cantact the
particular judge” s Court Administrator

and mauire as to the particular proce-
dure prefersed by that judge.

Clerk Personnel

The Circuit Clerk has numerous
employees avaitable to serve the pub-
lic. These are ss follows: Pemetra
Hendrick (Fudgments and Orders for
Minulesy, Henry Brinston (juries);
Loretta Wells (Supreme  Court);
Tondelay Melauem (County Court til-
ing); Doris Shelby (Circuit Court fii-
ing); Peggy Wilson {keeps books,
dockets, does a little bit of everything);
Pat Hendrix (County Cowrt); Sharon
Haley (Garnishments), and Ann Giles
{Circuit, Civil and Criminal},

Conclusion
Keeping track of all of the litipation

peading in Hinds County 15 guite a for-
midalde task, What tmpresses one the
most about Circuil Clerk Barbara
Dune and her stafl is that they are
working very hard to modernize their
tracking system so ay to make the
enfire process more efficient and con-
venient for all parties involved. As it
turns out, issuing marriage licenses is a
picce of cake compared 1o all of the
othier responsibilities.

*Special thanky is given to Honor-
able Barbara Dunn for her assistance
in preporing this article,

Tomnite Cardin (s ait associate with

Crosthwait Turney and a member of

the Bench and Bar Relations Com-
mitiee  af the Hinds County Bar
Association.
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HCBA Committee Preference Survey

Comnittees arc vital fo the programs and activities of the HCBA. Conuniltee effectiveness depends on the selection of
intcrested, experienced, and capable members. Bar Committee work is an excellent way €0 do your part in promoting the profes-
sion. Committees meet regularly and a free lunch is provided. Please assist us by completing the questionnaire and returniog it by

1

May 1. 1994

[. 1 am interested in serving on the following committees {indicated in order of preference):

_ Alternative Dispute Resolution

Bench & Bar Relations

Black Lawyer Involvement
Budget & Finance

By-Laws

Child Advocacy
Continuing Eegal Educalion

Goif Tournament

Habitat for Humanity

Law Related Education

Legal Economics

_Legal Problems ol Homeless
Legal Sapport
Library Services

Long Range Planning

________________ Membership

_ Membership Services
................. Newsletter Editorial Board
___ Peopie’s Law School
Program

.................... Public Refalions
_ Small Firm Practice
_________ Social
o Special Planaing
__ Sponsorship
................. Tennis Fournament
_ Women in the Protession

Suggested pew cotmittees:

Richard C. Roberts, HE
Presideni-Ticcl

3. I offer these suggesti

ons to make the HCBA more effective:

Name

Firm/Agency

Address _

Maij to: Patricia Evans
151 E. Griffith

Yackson, MS 39201

State Zip

{Residence)

Apeil 26

Premises Liabiily: Preparation and
Trial of a Difficuit Case in
Mississippi.

N, Fackson. 715-835-7909

Deomestic Law in Mississippt.
NBL Jackson. 715-835-7900

Aprii 2829

Family Vielence: VS Statewide
Conference on Child Abuse and
Meglect,

Allorney Cieneral's Office. Jackson,
371-1742

May 3

Financial Planning.

MS Chapter International Association
Tor Financial Planmers, Fackson,
981-4834

CLE Calendar

of Events

Moy 6
Federal Practice Seminar.
Federal Bar. Jackson. 940-4554

Reatl Estate Law.
MO Seliool of Law. Jackseon.
Ud4- 1050

June 24

Guardian Ad Litem Seminar.
MS Bar Young Lawyers Division,
Jackson. 948-477 |

July 19-2¢

UM-CLE Sumuner Mini-Seminar
Series,

UM Center for CLE. Jackson.
601-232-7282

July 28

Annual Ethics Seminar
WS Bur Jackson, Q484471

HCBA Calendar
of Events

April 19
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Nooa, Capital Club

May
HCBA/ZIYL. Law Week Binner.
6:30. Primos Northgate

Mayv 21
HCBA Tennis Tournamend.
%:00-12:00. Parbam Bridges Park

June 21

HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club

Avgust 16

HCBA Membership Meeling,
Noon. Capital Club

February HCBA Membership Meeting

Mississippi Supreine Conrt Justice James L. Roberis, Jr. {center) was the speaker at the February FHCBA Membership Meeting.
Alfending were his clerks, Jane L. Mapp and Barbara Melamed. They are pictured with Ben Piazza, HCBA President.




¥ BAR ASSOC

Are you overwhelmed by
work-related stress,
marital conflicts, drug
or alcohol dependence,
depression or other problems?

‘There is help through the
Lawyers’ Assistance Program

Call 968-5032

Mississippi Baptist Medical Center
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p
b
i
:
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A service of the
Hinds County Bar Association

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
151 L, Griftith Street
Jackson, MS 39201

FIRST CLASS

IMPORTANT
HCBA Luncheon Meeting
12 Noon, April 19




HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

]

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

JUNE 1994

President’s
Column

Richard C. Roberts HI

The Hinds County Bar Association
has grown fo almost 1100 members
and is second in size ouly to The
Mississippi Bar. At last count, we bad
25 active commilices thal are responsi-
bic for the wumerous projects sad
activities of our association. As 1 focus
on the goals we hope 10 accomplish
this year, F gain a deeper appreciation
for the hard work and lcadership pro-
vided by Ben Piazza and the other past
presidents of our association.

Law Week Dinner

Ouar fast (and we hope aanuad) Law
Week Dinner, which the HCBA spon-
sored jointly with the Jackson Young
Lawyers Asgsociation, was a resound-
ing success. Over 30 judges and their
spouses  attended, includivg  jndges
from the Mississippi Supreme Court,
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appesls, the
Federal District Cowrt, and (rial judges
from Hinds, Rankin and Madison
counties. Our guest speaker, the Hon.
Frank W. Huoger, Assistant Uniled
States Attorney General, gave a cleves
“Day ia the Life™ comparison of his
former Greenvitle law practice with his
current Washingion, D.C. faw practice,
We are espectatly grateful to Trust-
mark National Bank for sponsoring the
pre-dinner reception with open bar.

Keony Caiftis, President of the
Jackson Young Lawvyers, presented the
FYL Pro Bono  Pablico Award o

Frances  Corley.  Tommy  Furby
received the Pro Bono Award from the
HCBA. Phillip Gaines reccived the
JYL Outstanding Service Award, while
the HCBA Outstanding Service Award
wis presented to Al Maione.

Secretary Placement Service
This year we will begin exploring
the possibilities of & Legal Sceretary
Placement Service for members of the
HCBA. Other bar associations provide
this service, either through an in-house
agency, a privale conlraclor, or some
combinatitm of the fwo. There is no
guestion in my mind that a service such
as this is nceded, and would bhe a
wementdous benefit for oue members,
This project will require u lot ol hard
work, We will need volunteers from
large firing, snrall firms, the poblic sce-
tor and the corporate scctor in formu-
hting the optimum structure. We will
nced to work closely with Lhe Jackson
Legal Sccretaries  Association  and

other groups with similar goafs.

[ ame in the process of appointing a
tusk force for this important project.
Please let me know if you are inter-
ested in serving.

Pictorial Directory

Can people stil recogaize you {rom
your picture in the last HCBA Pictorial
Directory? If you've aged as much as [
have, probably not! In any event, it i
tme o update our directory. This is
another project we will be working on
during the coming year.

Tennis Tournament
The HCBA’s Second Annual Teonis
Tournament was held May 21 at
*arhamy Bridges Park. (See photos amd
participants on page 8.) Like fast year,
everyone had a greal time, ] appreciate
the work of Trip Barnes and Hob
Barnett in pulting the tournament
Logether for us, Also, we appreciate the
eopttnued on peage 2

Legal Research For the Layman

Law firm support personnel who
wanl {0 improve their training in legal
research will want to know that Carol
West, formerly law librarian at MC
Law School, will be teaching a four
session course tigled “Legal Rescarch
for the Eayman” this summer. Each
Tuesday night (6:30-8:00) in fuly, she
will lecture and supervise “hands-on”
research projects for enrollees in the
class. All classes will be held at the
Mississippi College School of Law.

The course 15 designed to provide a
background in the hasic tools ol tegal

research. Research strategies in both
primary and secondary authority will
be covered, as well as sources of hoth
federal and slate law, Fhe course is
designed for the beginner, but will also
be of value to more ecxperienced
researchers,

The course is offered through the
PACH Program, a pat of Mississippi
College’™s  Division  of  Continuing
FEducation. For more information, con-
tact Liten Preston on the Clinton
Campus {925-3831). The cost Tor the
series of four lectares is $75.00.

June 21, 1994

12 Noom $10.00

The speaker will be Evelyn Gandy.

LUNCHEON MEETIN

Capital Club
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President’s Column
{continued from page 1)

sponsorship of First American Title
Insurance Company, which provided
prizes for the winners as well as fow-
cls, swealbands, drinks and foocd for adt
of the participants. The winners were:

Men’s Advanced: First place, Mike
Madouf (This must be a mistakel);
Second place (tie): Whit Rayner and
1.T. Noblin;

Men’s Intermediate:  First place,
Larry Jones; Second place, Richard
Wise; Third place, Stan Smith (No, ot
that Stan Smith};

Lyn Crawtord; Second place, Saral
Martin; Third Place (tie}, Vicky
Hwards and Kathleen Patrick;

Women's Iitermiediate: First place,
Kathy Boteler; Second place, Katie
Hester; Third place, LeAnn Mereer.

Golf Tournament

Our second annual HOCBA  Golf
Tournament  will be held  Friday,
August 26, at Deerfield Country Chib,
beginaing at 1:30 p.ni. Profits [rom the
tournarent will be donated to Habital
for Humanity. Mark Chinn is chairing
the commitice. [{ you played last year,
then | know you are looking forward to
the tournament again this year. You
will be receiving additional informa-
tion about the tournament soomn.

Commitfee Appointments

As most of you know, the real work
ol our association is performed by the
vartous volunteers who secve on the
association’s commitlees. 1 sincerely
appreciate those of you who donate
your valuable time and energy to the
bench, the bar, and our commuaity
through your committes service.

Finally, T hope that each of you will
take the tme to thank Pat Evans, our
Executive Director, for the outstanding
job she does. Pat is involved in every
aspect of the association’™s work, and
lrankly, very little could be accom-
plished without her able crganization
and assistance.

February Bar Exam Results

The Mississippt Bowd of Bar
Admissions has announced the results
of the Mississippi Bar Examination
administered on February 21-23, 1994,

Sixty-two applicants achieved pass-
ing results on the February Bar Exami-
nation. This included 58 examinecs
applying for initial admission phus four
attorneys from other states seekiog
reciprocal admission in Mississippi.

The Mississippi Bar Examination is
administered by the Mississippi Board
of Bar Admissions, a4 nine member
Board appointed by the memberss of
the  Mississippi Supreme  Court.
Admission procedures are specilied in
Rules adopted by the Mississippi
Supreme Court. All persons seeking
admission  to  practice  law  in
Mississippi must take and pass a writ-
lerr examination adminisiered by the
Board. The examination for initial
admission  jn Mississippt  presently
cousists of two days of essay examina-
tions and the one-day Multistate Bar
Examination, which is administered
simulaneously in 46 states. Atlorneys
fronn other states eligible for reciprocal
admission must take & one or twao day
essay exandnation op subjects relevant
0 practice in Mississippl.

Since 1984 all applicants for initial
admission to practice in Mississippi
must be graduates of law  schools
approved by the American Bar
Association. The University of Missis-

sippi and Mississippt College are the
only  ABA approved  law  schools
located in Mississippi, Twenty-five of
32 graduates of in-state law schooly
taking the Mississippi Bar Examina-
tion for the first time in February 1994,
passed, a passage rage of T8.1%.
Twenty-seven of 35 graduates ol ouwl-
ol-state law schools taking the Missis-
sippi Bar Examination for the first time
achieved a passing result, a passage
rate of 77.1%. In comparison, the pas-
sage rate [or applicants who had pre-
vicusly fafled the Mississippi Bar
Examination oh one or more oecasions
was 38.5%.

Four of six applicants on (he exami-
nation for attorneys previously adimit-
ted in other states achieved a passing
resull, a passage rate of 66.7% on thal
examination,

The new admittees are graduates of
the following schools; (The figure in
parenthesis indicates (he number of
graduates from that school.) University
of Mississippi {21), Mississippi Col-
lege (12), Baylor (2), Boston Univer-
sity (1), Cumberland (3), De Paui (1),
Hmory (3}, Hastings (1), LSU {1),
Marquetie {1), Thurgood Marshali {1),
Tulane (3), University of Alabama (4),
University of Oklahoma (1), Univer-
sity of Texas (1), University ot Virginia
(2), Vanderbilt (1}, Wake Forest {1).

The Hinds County Bar congrafu-
lates these new lawyers.

Jackson Firm Selected for ABA Honor

Alston Rutherford Tardy & Van
Sivke has been selected by the ABA as
a recipicnt of the 1994 ABA Pro Bono
Publico Awards.

ABA President R, William Ide, kI
will make the presentation at the Pro
Bono  Public  Awards  Assembly
Launcheon. The Juncheon and presenta-
tien will be held at 12:00 noon on

Monday, August 8, during the 1994
ABA  Annval Meeting at the Now
Oricans Hileon in Grand Salon C and
3, first floor.

Other law firms chosen to receive
this award are from Washington, D.C.;
Miami, Fl;  Tampa, FL and
PPhiadelphia, PA,

bl

Honoring Mississippi’s Political Ancestors

The tatest round of the Avers case is
in (il (1L i a federal courtroom up in
Oxlord. Despite intentions to the con-
frary, the tangled mess that passes for
public higher education in Mississippi
will nol be straighlened out anylime
5000, no matter wlhat decision is
handed down by Judge Biggers. In the
meantime, Mississippi and the rest of
Lhe nation are in for some world class
preening and posturing by the Jitigants
afong with a sttt dose of irony that will
be olfered up by the plaintiffs under the
guise ol revisionistic  conslitutional
law. And in the end, the Uniled States
Supreme Court will most likely have to
wrie an opinion (hat wifl surely make
Roe v. Wade look like a garden variety
ZONiNg variance case,

At the heart of thig jurisprudentizl
calamity is the sad history of white
Mississippians'  treatment of  black
Mississippians. To be sure, it started
wilh slavery, was fueled by Recon-
struction and came o fruition as the
sharecropper system took root in the
lale nincteenth century. By the mid-
twentieth century, # dual system of
society based on race was, 1o quote a
favorite  Ciitizen’s  Council  phrase,
“Mississippi’s Way of Life.” A big part
of the social order was a slale sanc-
tioned system of separate and unequal
cducation thot white politicos trum-
peied as being separate-but-equal. The
U.S. Supreme Court put its stamp of
approval on the generat concept of sep-
arate but equal in the case of Plessy v
Ferguson, In the meantime, black citi-
zens got the short end of everything, In
most of the Deep South the job of
black people was (o lend white peo-
ple’s fields and homes, Most white
peaple liked it that way; most hlack
people didn’t have a whole lot of say
abot it,

During the hey day of separate-but-
equal, educaling black people was con-
sidered 1o be cither g wuste of time,
dangerous or both. Understandahly, the
white power siucture was not exactly

by Captain Kquity

head over heels about the concept of
equity funding back in the 19405 and
50s. But, for this make believe duad
system of separate-but-equal to have
cven a shred of credibilily, it was nec-
essary 0 have some slate funded insti-
tutions ol higher learning for black ¢is-
izens. Thus, many of the historically
black colleges came into being. Hall o
century  or so later, the resull of thig
racially mofivated vision and leader-
ship is more than twice the number of
publicky supporied colleges and uni-
versilies than can be justified, slong
with an inordinate concentration ol
poverly, ignorance and 111 will,

As this decade’s long clapler of his-
lery was being written, the separate-
but-equal doctrine was unznimously
repudiated in every walk of American
society, cspectally in the area of educa-
tion. Ta the 19705, Jake Ayers filed his
suil o implement the holding in Browa
w Topeka Board of Education. More
recently, the Coltege Board came Lo the
reatization that Mississippt is indeed
institution-heavy  and  quality-light
when it comes to higher education,
They saw the Ayers case as a blessing
in disguise te force closure of some of
the excess mstilutions that their prede-
cessors lad first created as cobleges
and then upgraded to universities,
often in name only. Unfortunately,
when colleges are created and then
made universities, they tend to sequire
football teams, budgels, and atumni
associations. Thal spetls trouble when
it comes o finatly doing what makes
sense for the people who are funding
andfor are (o be served by these institu-
tions of higher learning.

And linalty the irony: after 50 many
years of hearing  white politicians
recile “separate-bui-equal”  with  a
straight face, we have black politiciang
reciting  “'separate-but-equal™ with a
straight face. And just becavse pay-
backs arc 4 function of human nature,
those same black leaders are asking for
Lhe choice euts of the educational steer,

e, medical schools, faw schools, ete.
They also waut Lo increase access (o
higher ecducation by droppiag the
American College Test score lo 10 at
the historically black institutions. This
proposal seems o be based on the
premise that a jonior bigh school read-
ing level can be miraculousty upgraded
1o that of a pre-med student by simply
ignoting the deficiency, 1 wonder il
prospeclive employers will be willing
to do Lhe same when # comes tiane to
hire this erop of imposter college
grads? This 1s nol to suggest that reme-
dial education of black and white stu-
dents st important. Of cowrse it is.
But it shouldn’t be done in a universily
classrooin to the detriment of those
sludents of every race who are indeed
ready Lo perform and excel on the ¢ol-
lege level.

Well, there it is. A first class mess.
['m just glad I'm not Judge Biggers.
He didu’s make the mess, but it looks
fike he is going to have to help ¢lean it
up. While the judge deserves our cal-
lective prayers ad good wishes, there
is another group that deserves much of
the eredit for what & now heing
addressed in the Northern District. On
hehalf  of ail black and  white
Mississippi taxpayers, Captain Fquity
issues a  headlelt thank you 1o
Mississippi’s visionary white political
ancestors who planted what we are
about 10 harvest. Thanks, guys -—-
thanks a bunch,

People’s Law
School Videotapes

Most ol the programs pre-
sented over the years that the
People'’s Law School has been
held  have been  videotaped.
Those videotapes are now cata-
loged and available at the Mis-
sissippi College Law Library,




An Evening Honoring the Judiciary

Over 200 judpes, attorneys and
guests atiended An Evening Honoring
the Judiciary on May 5 during lLaw
Week sponsored by the Hinds County
Bar Assoctation and the Jackson
Young Lawyers Association, Tnc.

Trustmack National Bank hosted the
reception prior lo the dinner with the
Honorable Frank W. Honger as the
keynote speaker.

Hunger, a native of Winonga, Missis-
sippi, received  his  undergraduate
degree from the University of Missis-
sippi and obtained his law degree from
Duke University. After law school, he
clerked for the Honorable James T
Coleman of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Before
Joining the Department of lustice, he
was 2 full-time practitionr with the faw
firm of Lake, Tindall, Hunger and
Thackston of Greenville, Mississippi
where he served as the managing part-
ner while specializing in litigation.

After being nominated by President
Clinton and confirmed by the LS.
Senate, Mr. Hunger was sworn in on

Honoralble Frank W. Hunger
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division
Pepartment of Justice.

July 1, 1994, by the Attorney General
to his cnmrent position as  Assistant
Attorney General over the Civil Divi-
sion of the United States Department
of Justice,

As Assistanl Altorney General of

the Civil IXvision he curently man-
ages a docket of approximately 22,000
cases and oversees the work of 630 of
lawyers in Washington, D.C.

In Defense of Mediation — A Rebuttal

In the Aprit 1994 Hinds Cornty Ber
Association  Newsletter, my 1tiend,
Chancery Judge W, O, “Chet” Dillard
coes greal damage to our lengthy effort
to cducate attorneys about mediation.
There are at least two absolutely incos-
rect nolions and several insidious inler-
ences advanced in his acticle entitied
“Caveats:  Domestic Relations  —
What’s Happening”, uader the alarm-
ing  subtitle “Forced  Mediation
Service.”

Now understand, Fudge Diltard and
E ave able to discuss our occasional dis-
agrecments wilh remarkabie frankness,
wilhout underminiog our respect for
each other. We enerpetically discussed
his atlack on court-ordered mediation,
and 1 requested he print an apology (o
the bar for his misinlormation. He sug-
gested §write an article o express my
apinion. | had to admit the likefihood
ol his accepting my suggestion was
considerably less than the tikelihood of
gefting. a rebuital printed. Here it 1s.
Please hear me oit. And remember, we
are latking about mediation, not arbi-
tration.

Judge Diflard’s expressed concern
is (wo-fold. Fist, he believes neither
our Supreme Court nor any sl judge
has autharily 1o require mediation.
This chalienges the fundamental rale-
making power of the Supreme Court
and ignores the duty and authority of a
trizl judge 10 conirol the docket. Our
authority for cowrt-ordercd mediation
in domestic relations matiers s a Mis-
sissippi Supreme Court Administrative
Order dated February 1987, unmen-
tioned by Judge Dillard but found at
the end of the Uniform Chancery Court

Rules in West’s Mississippi Rules of

Court. 1 dort agree (his is a matier {or
the legislature, bat if' it is | hope some-
one is proposing a bill in 1995 o altow
il.

The Rankin County Chancery Court
Mediation Scrvice, begun in 1994, is
fully authorized by and founded upon

hy Chancellor Roger C. Clapp
Twentieth Chancery Court District

that order, inspired by Chancelior
George Warnor’s pioneering effort in
Lauderdale County and the nationwide
movement towarnd Alternative Pispule
Resolution (ADR) which has  left
Mississippi behind in the past decade.
Enterestingly  cnough, Judge Dillard
sees nothing wrong with requiring par-
tics to sit in chambers with their attor-
neys and the trial judge at a pre-triad
conlerence or on the day of trial for the
pwpose ol avoiding the trial. Why
wais? Why risk recusal of the judge,
who woutld have to decide the case if it
is ot gettled? Actuaily, many who are
“forced” 1o mediate express  great
thanksgiving {or the early opportunily
and for the quick resolution which
mediation ¢ften brings long before that
rial date. Many coupies would have
setted within a month oF suil being
filed if they bad been permitied by
counsel to talk to cach other.

The sccond concern expressed by
Judge Ihllaed is based upon some
attorneys  indicaling  resentmeni of
court-ordered  mediation i Rankin
Connty because it supposedly inter-
feres with their professional responsi-
bility as advocates. The mistake of this
secemd concern iy grownded on a nus-
understanding of either (1) the Code of
Protessional Responsibility ot {2) the
definition of mediation. I'll address
both.

Only recently have the law schools
begun to offer courses in Allernate
Gispuie Resolution, In my opinion,
this is another short-conting in legat
education which should be corrected
by focusing the entire first year of law
school on the ethics and ADR in the

Jjunior year when it may he oo lale 1o

offset students’ hunger Tor “the kili”
through zealous advocacy. The Code of
Professional  Responsibiity  squarely
places dispute resolution ahead of win-
ning the day and wrges counselors at
law to favor and advocate a win-win
resolution, as is offered by mediation,

over the win-lose solution offered by
progressively  adversarial  advocacy.
The latter leads o trials or desperate
selilemerts on the courthouse steps,
whereas the former leads o early, eco-
nomical, satisfying, lasting, and rela-
tionship-preserving seitlements,

A total misunderstanding of the def-
inition of mediation apparently lingers.
I would like to Hlustrate this with two
of the most blatanldy wisleading and
nyislaken statements i the April arti-
cle, both of which 1 believe Jwdge
Diflard is willing to reconsider afler
our cycball-te-eyeball discussion. OF
course, | maintain that anyone who has
read  our pamphlet  describing  the
Rankin  County  Chancery  Courl
Mediation  Service wounld be  hard
pressedd 0 misunderstand.  Judge
Billard and every attormney who repre-
sents a client ordered to mediate have
received a copy.

Mediators never “decide”™ anything!
Judge Dillard asks readers to believe
clients “are in a quandary as to whether
to accept the decision of the mediator
or, when they confer with their altor-
ney, i they have one, the decision of
the attorney.” This not only is a false
premise, but it plays into the fears of an
whiformed bar. As | ofold Judge
Diltard, | woudd fire any mediator who
ever decided for the partics he or she is
serving. Mediators, unlike arbitrators,
have no role in deciding what is the
“right” solution or who “wins”, but,
wstead, ave only concerned with aiding
the partics in reaching their own agree-
ment. Mediators never decide! The
tragedy is that this has been said and
heard aud written and read bul is still
nol understood by some.

The professional duty of attorneys
is not diminished or complicated by
mediation!  Judge Dillard  says..."H
appears  this  practice invades the
provinee of the attormey and distorls
the attorney/elient relationship”™ This

continted on page 6




CLE Calendar

of Events

June 23

Sugcesstul Judgement CoHeetions in
Mississippi.

NBI Jackson. 715-835-7904

June 23-24

Guardian Ad Litem Seminar,

MS Bar Young Lawyers Division.
Jackson, 948-4771

Criminal Law Seminar: The
Utimate Cross-Examination.

MC School of Law and MS Altorneys
for Criminal Justice.

Jackson. 949-5621

June 28

Insurance Litigation in Mississippi.
Lorman Business Center, Fackson.
T15-833-3040

July 19

Alternative Dispute Resolution in
Mississippi.

NBI. Jackson, 715-835-7909

July [19-21

UM-CLIE Summer Mini-Seminar
Series.

UM Center for CLE, Jackson.
601-232-7282

Sty 20

Appellate Law.,

Lorman Business Center. Fackson.
715-833-3940

July 22

Overview of UCC Articles 1L Y,
and 1Va.

MC School of Law. Tackson.
949-5621

July 26

Se-Tnsured in Mississippt.

NBI. Jackson, 715-835-7909

July 28

Annual Fihics Seminar,

MS Bar. Jackson. 948-4471

HCBA Calendar
of Events

June 21
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Nooa. Capital Club

July 7
George Street Social,
5:30-7:00. George Street Grocery

Aupust 16
HCBA Membership Meeting.
Noon. Capital Club

Angust 26
HCBA Golf Tournament.
1:30. Beerlield Country Club

September 1
George Street Social,
5:30-7:00. George Street Grocery

Rebutfal...

{continted from page 5)

also is fulse and plays into fears and
inhibitions of advocates.  Attorneys
should encourage and decide whether
or not to attend mediation sessions out
of the same concerns (and with the
same eye loward hourly billing) as are
involved when deciding ot any step in
the process of representation, such as
attending or faking a deposition. In
fact, any hours charged for aiding in
mediation will most likely be much
more appreciated and may be much
more of a bargain than hours spent in
trial preparation or in any of (he pre-
trial skirmishes which may be avoided
il the parties can reach their own
solution.

What is also important is the fact
(left out of Judge Dillard’s article, of
course} thal no agreement reached in
mediation is ever implemented without
approval by attorneys of record for
both  parties! Contrary to Judge
Diflard’s inflammatory suggestion, 1o
attorney is ever left out or denied con-
trol of the client by the process or
result of mediation (unless, of course,
the client discovers the attorney is pro-
tracting the litigation  uaneccssarily

and is refuctant to allow compromise,
in which case the attorney may well be
discharged). What everyone  should
reinember is that jodges and attorneys
have a responsibility for dispute reso-
lution  which begins at  their  first
involvement in cach case. Some attor-
neys, raticnalizing their fear of media-
tion, may be forgetting that it is the
client’s case. The client 15 i charge of
the decision of whether 10 settie, go
shead wilth expensive discovery, or run
the risk of triaf. 1 the client makes a
stupid compronmse which the attorney
trujy cannot support, it is the attorney’s
professional responsibility 0 express
his disagreement and offer or insist
upon withdrawal. Any other under-
standing is a misunderstanding of pro-
fessional  responsibility.  Mediation
ciforces  professional  responsibility
and assists attoracys in carrying # out,
Mediation does nol detract or interfere.
1t is an casy step in representation, as
legitimate as pre-trial  discovery. In
fact, avoiding or sabotaging mediation
may be malpractice.

There is much more P'd like to say
about the remarkable success ol medi-
ation of domestic relations matters in
Runkin County Chancery Court. With-
aut the program ny docket would be

G

hopelessly bogged down. As it s,
delay in this very busy cowrt is no
worse now than it was two and a hall
vears ago when we began in earnest
our effort to get a second Chancellor.
‘The truth is that nediation is oflen the
right thing to ry. Court-ardered media-
tion can atlow the advanlage of an ofl-
record discussion among parties and
the impartial third parly expediter,
often revealing the true demands and
the compremise positien of the other
side at the carlicst stages.

Mediation is coming whether or nol
Judge Ditlard or some members of the
bar want iL. I we do not provide o, the
burgeoning ADR industry will eveniu-
ally take the clients because dispule
resolution will be seen as  beller
accomplished entirely outside the legad
sysiem. [ believe mediation is a friend
of the good attorney and the sincere
judge, not an eneny. I hope that the
bench and bar wilt publicly embrace
this friend and then tuke public credi
for advecating mediation in Missis-
sippi.  Nuothing could do more o
enhapee the embatticd image of the
Mississippi lawyer and maybe even us
judges,

MIiSSiISSIppI CaseBase
doesn't Just save time
and money.

It saves soles.

CaseBase® delivers the cases and statutes you need.
in seconds. On CD-ROM. These days, winning a case often involves seme fancy
footwork. Especiatly if you have to run to the library every time you need to do research.

That's why we developed Mississippi CaseBase. it puts the information you need at your
fingertips. Which saves time. And because it costs far less than online services, it saves
money, too, For a low fixed cost, you can do as much research as you want — and never
have to worry about the meter running.

In Mississippt, we are the official publisher of MS Code of 1972 Annotated. MS CaseBase contains
MS Supreme Court Opinions from 1954 to present, MS Rules, MS Constitution and U.S.
Constitution. Al on CD-ROM. All updated guarterly. And all ready for instant access on your
desktop PC.

So, if you're getting tired of the same old runarcund, get Mississippi CaseBase. And get the
results you've been looking for.

For more information, on CaseBase or any of our CB-ROM products, inciuding ALR® LawDes
USCS™ LawDesk and CFR LawDesk, call +-800-828-6373%.

&
Lawyers Cooperative Publishing

More Power for Your Mississippi Priclice.
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HCBA’s Second Annual Tennis Tournament

The HCBA's Second Annuad Tennis
Tournament was held May 2t at
Parham Bridges Park. Organizing this
year's event were Trip Barnes and Bob
Barnett. First American Title Insurance
Company, our sponsor, provided prizes
for the winners as well as towels,
sweatbands, drinks and food for all of
the participants.

Parlicipating in this year’s tenms

The Mon's Advanced Winners were

(from loft (o right) White Rayner (second place,

tournament were:

Men's  Advanced:  Trip  Barnes,
Mike Malouf, John Neobiin, Thomas
Powell, Whit Rayner, Richard Reber(s;

Larry Jones, James L. Pettis, Stanley
Smith, Richard Wise;

¥ Advan Lyn Crawford,
Vicky Edwards, Sara Martin, Kathleen
Patrick;

tie), Mike Mdalouf (first place), and 5T Noblin (second place, tie).

Seomre

of the participants enjoying the tennis towrnawmnent were (from left fo right)

Richard Roberts, Jim Pettis, Kathy Patrick, Trip Barnes, Mike Malouf, J. T, Noblin,
Kathy Boteler, Whit Rayner, and Themas Powell,

Women's  Intermediate: Kathy
Baoteler, Katie Gilchrist, Katie Hesler,
Gina facobs, LeAnn Mercer,

Congratulations o (he winners of
this year's tournament. They were:

Matout; Sccond place {tic): Whit
Rayner and }. 1. Noblin;

Latry Jones; Second place, Richard
Wise; Third place, Stan Smith;
Women's._Advanced: First place,
Ly Crawford; Second place, Saraly
Martin;  Third Place {tie), Vicky
Ldwards and Kathleen Palrick;
Women’s Intermediate; First place,
Kathy Boteler; Second place, Katic
Hester; Third place, LeAnn Mercer.

Second Annual
HCBA/JYL Golf
Tournament Date

Announced

Fhe goll tournament commit-
tee of the Hinds County Bar
Association has decided to hold
the Second Ansual Golf Tour-
nament on August 26, 1994 al
Deerficld Goll Course al 1:30
p.n Please place this dale on
your calendar. I addition, if
anyone knows ol any reason
why this is nol a smart date 10
hotd the towrmament, please con-
tact Mark Chinre, Commitlee
Chairman, ai 366-4410,

There were 2 lot of reguests
by lirms to sponsar Llioles at the
Lournament and anyone mterest-
ed in gponsoring a golf hole for
$100.00  should  innnediately
cortuct Kenny Gritfis, Sponsor-
ship Chaitman, at 969-41440.

Po not send in g request Tor
registration  at this time, but
please pul the date an your cal-
endar. Once again, we witl spon-
sor Habitat for Humanity, Last
year we contributed $2,200.00

Wesl North Central 0% |

by David 1., Trewolla
Associate, Heidelberg & Woodliff, %A,

The Mississippi College School of Law and University of

Mississippi Law Center have released a variety of informative
statistics about postgraduate employment of each schoot’s
Chass of 1993, Such datz is not avatlable until at least six
moenths after graduation hecause of student involveinenl with
bar examipations and job infervicws. The folowieg break-
down, arranged by percentage of students employed in spe-

cific areas of practice, applies to 109 law graduates of

Mississippi College and 1335 graduates of Qle Miss compris-
ing the Class of 1993:
PRACTICE AREAS

MS Colege
Schaol of Law

University of MS
faw Center

Privale Praclice 6V : 565
Business & Industry 3k Tt
Governoment 145 3%
Military O 260
Academic (LEM.) 15 6%
Public Interest 2% 25
Fudicizl Clerkship 6% 9%
Not ldentilied or 3% 154

Non-legal Profession

The majortty of those enlering private practice are
employed i fiems comprised of no more than 25 lawyers.
Omly 3% have “hung out a shingle™ as solo practitioners.

Although these graduates have primarily located in Missis-
sippt and ather Deep South states, the following is a more
detailed analysis of their geographic locations as reported by
the schools pursuant 10 gaidelines of the National Association
of Law Placement:

EMPLOYMENT LOCATIONS

MS College
Schoot of Law

University of MS
Law Center

New England 15 0%
(C7, ML, MA, NH,
RI, VD)

Middle Atlantic 3% 5%
(N1, NY, PA)

Fiast North Centrad 0% [N

(IL, IN, ML OH, WD

e
P

(1A, KS, MN, MO, NE,
ND, $D)

South Atlantic 25% 5%
{DE, DC, FL., GA, M1,
NC, 8C, VA, WV)

Erast Scuth Central S 7Tl %
(AL, KY, MS, TN} (MS — 474} (MS - 725

‘Wesl South Ceniral 20%;: 5%
(AR, LA, OK, TX)

Mouniain A (A

(AZ, CO, ID, MT, NV
NM, UT, WY)

Pacitic 0% 246
(AK, CA, HI, OR, WA

Foreign 0% Vi

Perbaps of more interest, the approximale average starting
salary for these graduates s $32,700.00. In the curent
national atmesphere of firm and corporate reductions in an
ever tightening job marketplace, the above statistics reflect
highly wpon the product gererated by Mississippi’s law
schools.

To enhance oppertunilies for graduates, the Mississippi
College School of Law and University of Mississippi Law
Center this year jointly instituted a regional job fair an the
Mississippi Golt Coast. Its purpose was o bring poteatial
crployers together with gualitied students for employment
interviews. The {air atracted eight employers from south
Mississippi and 35 students trom both law schools. This event
was such 2 success that i will be repeated in Macch 1995 with
a goal ol markedly increasing the number of participating
employers and students,

The Hinds County Bar Association exteods it congratula-
tions and best wishes to the 1993 graduates and cordially
itvites for new membegship those graduaties who have Jocated
in this area.

Mississippi College Law Library
Summer Hours

Monday - Thursday . ... .. .. 7:30 am, - 10:00 pan.
Friday. ... ... .. ..., 730 am. - 6:00 pm.
Saterday. ... . 9:00 aam. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday. ... ool 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
July 3-4 (Sunday - Monday) .. ........... Clozed




The fourtl anpual People’s Law School, sponsored by the
Hinds County Bav Association and The Clarion-Ledger, was
held March 22 and 29, Apeil § and 12,

Cennittee members Offowea E. Carier,

g

fei sanett: Peter L. Dovan
Chairman; Patricia W Bennett; Peter L. !

The classes were

Joim Henegan,

: ) _ . —
Themas B. Aexander, Co-Chairman; Mike Martz, Pre
Mitzi Dease Paige, Conunitiee Member

i t et wnk PR - g
atiended by over 30 at cach session. The project was finan- |
) Y RN - . AU S
ciafly assisted by the Interest on Lawsgers Trust Account
Program ol the Mississippi Bar Foundation.

nier;

Judge Gibbs Teaches Judicial Education Course

fudge Robert L. Gibbs of the Hinds
County Cireuit Court iaught fhe
Effective Sentencing and Probution
Management COUrse hetd May 8-13,
1994 at The National Sudicial College.

The purpose ol Effective Sentenc-
ing and Probation Management for
Judges and Probation Officers Wflus to
develop the judge and probation officer
into a team to identifly and develop
elfective Senlencing resources. Topics
covered included identifying the major
problems mherent i Scl}lfﬂwil—lg
options and developing strategles for
solving or minhnizing those prol)lcn.]s,
creating a working relationship with
the probation deparfment of dcv{.:lnp»
ing and monitoring senlencing options,
and implementing senlencing alierna-
(ives which realistically meet the pecds

of the community, the victim, and the
defendant.

As a first year facully member,
Gibbs assisted in the planing and
implemeniation of the Effective Sen-
tencing and Probation Mmmgcnwnvt
course. (iibbs s served on the Circutt
Court since January of 1941 and is
gecking re-clection Lhis year.

Located on the campus of the
University of Nevada, Rene, the
Judiciai  College  was featured  on
CBS's 60 Minutes os the leading
z.latinnal training and education center
for trial judges. This pereeplion was
forther endorsed in the 1903 Eye fo Eye
segment on violenee in the cowrtrooms.
Since ifie college was founded in 19063,
sore than 30,000 certificates of com-
pletion have been igsued (o graduates,

Judge Robert L, Cibbs

including U.S. Supreme Court Justices
Gandra Tray O Comnor aud David

Souter.

New Videos at the Mississippi
College Law Library

The following videotapes have been tecently added Lo the

cotlection ol the Mississippi College Law Library:

|. Guide ter the Fiduciary Duties of Directors of
Charitable Corporations

Tl

. The Thin Blue Line (the 1988 motion picture)
A Expert Witnesses and Demonsirative Evidence in the
Courtroom
4. Women Rainmekers; Strafegies for Effeciive
Networking
5. Professional Responsibility in Practice
6. Fnvirommental Conceris of Fiduciaries
Additionally, the library has purchased a six cassette set of
audio tapes titled “May It Please the Court: The Mast
Siguificant Gral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court
Since 1955 These audio tapes contain 23 live recordings of
landmark cases as argued hefore the Supreme Court.

Evelyn Gandy
Lectureship Series

The Women in the Profession Comimittee announces the
date for the second in the series of women’s CLE programs
that have been named the Evelyn Gandy Lectureship Series.

Aguin, the program will be held on the first weekend in
October (October 7-8) at Cedar Grove Mansion in Vicksburg.
This year’s program i titted “When the Rules of the Game
Change” and features fudy Perry Martinez, a member of the
ABA Women in the Profession Committee and a New Qrleans
practitioner. The other topics, covered by a broad group of
outstanding local lawyers, are “New Rules of Federal
Discovery,” “Rainmaking,” “Stress and Thine Management,”
and “Negotiation and Dispute Reselution.”

As in the past, the program is co-sponsored by the

Mississippi Women Lawyers Association, the Women in the
Profession Commillee of the State Bar, and the Office of
Professional Services of the Mississippi Coliege School of
Law. Brochures containing fulf information will be in the mail
in & fow weeks.

{eading,

rating from S&P in the Gtle mdustry 1o dute
Natanal Titke [nsurance Company. who e

then cadl Mississippi Valley Titfe.

¥ o
L3 *

«  MISSISSIPPI VALLEY TITLE
‘s, . » INSURANCE COMPANY

FAEAMEANY

WERE ABOUT AS EASY TO COMPARIL

These days, o o of otle conpantes claint e be financiatly sound. But too ollen, whit
sodated ratios aned statisHes thal are not a tue weastre of Tioarcral strengtl, by Gacr they are olten mis-

At Mississippi Valley Title, we saw the need (or standardized claims-paying-ability ratings for title
wnsueers That™s why we asked to be rated by Standurd & Poor's. We were pivenan A+ - the highest
slong with our efliftute and co-undensriter, Old Republic

i | od an A+ wating Tor the seeond yeoar in o row.
Ask another title comprany for their rating, from Standard & Poor’s, ke don™C lesve one, ask why,

315 Tombighee Streel, PA), Box 2428
Facksom, MS 302352128
EO1969-0722 (800} 647-2124

MISSESSIPPI COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW

CLE SCHEDULE

THE HLTIMATE
CROSS-EXAMINATION
SEMINAR
Friday, June 24, 1994
Ramada Coliseum
6 CLE/  Lithics
Featuring six of the best

tried lawyers in the USA

WORKING WITH THE
REVISED UCC ARTICLES
3 AND 4 AND 4A
Friday, July 22, 1994
Ramada Plaza Hotel
6 hours of CLE
featuring Pail A. Carrubba

they promote are

For Information, Cal
Office of Professional Services
(641) 944-1950




Join the Hinds County Bar Associafion
Jor an After Hours Social at
George Street Grocery
Thursday, July 7, {994
5:30 - 7:00 p.an.

Cash Bar = Hors ’ocuvres ¢ Spouses Invited

Please mark vour calendar as individual invitations will not be mailed.

3 HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
151 E. Griffith Street
Fackson, MS 39201

FIRST CLASS

IMPORTANT
HCBA Luncheon Meeting
12 Noon, June 21




HINDS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MAKING OUR CASE FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY

President’s
Column

Richard C. Roberts I

Free drinks will dvaw a crowd of
lawyers every time! That’s the iacgeap-
able conciusion drawn from the tarnout
at our last George Street Social, As we
announced in the last newsletter and ar

the Membership meeting, the Board of

Directors decided to re-direct the $500
cost of mailing the notices of our
Cieorge Street socials Lo an “open bar™
for the beaefit of our members, This
action was well received, Where did all
those young lawyers come from? We
will continue this policy for the next
George Street soctal scheduled  for
Thursday, November 3, from 5:30 pan.
to 7:00 p.m.

Habitat for Humanity

Nina Redding, Exceutive Director
ol the Metro Jackson Habitat for
Mwmanity, has announced (he Chap-
ter’s “Habeas Habitat” program. This
is 1 work day for lawyers, spouses, and
children (ages 15 and up). Hubeay
Habitat 1s scheduled lor Saturday,
October 29. There will be two shifis:
8:30-12:00 and 1:00-4:30. The plag is
to complete a house on Manship Strect
in midtown Jackson and te continue
working on a house in Brandon. This
would be a great project Tor firms of adl
sizes. Call the Habitat office at 353-
6060 1o sige vp.

Seminar Series

The HCBA CLE Committee,
chaired by Richard Montague, plans
conduct a series of one hour seminars
on the topics of protessional responsi-

OCTOBER 1994

hitity, cthics, and malpractice preven-
tion. The scainars are part ol an elfort
by the HUBA 10 inmprove the delivery
of legal services 1o the public. Each
sentimar atlendee will reccive one howr
of ethics CLE credit. The CLE
Conunitlee plans to hold these semi-
nars on the Thursday following the
regular Toesday HCBA lunch meet-
ings. The Mississippi College School
of Law bhas graciously agreed o pro-
vide one of its lecture hatls at no
charge 1o the association. Cost for the
seminars will be $15.00 for members
and $25.00 for non-members. The
seminars will begin at 11:30 a.m. with
introductory remarks and time to eat a
brown hag lunch. The one hour ethics
CLE presentation will begin promptly
at 11:45 a.m. zad concludeat 12:45 pm,

The fust of the “lunch and leam”
seminars will feature HCBA member
Floyd Sulser discussing the ethics of
limited tiability companies and mal-
practice exposure for lawyers. The

seminar will be held October 20, 1994,
in Room 202 at the Mississippt College
School of Law. Registration will begin
at 11:15 in the Mississippi College
Law School Lobby.

Credit Union Privileges
The Board of Dhectors  has
approved a resolution authorizing 2
tequest  for  membership with  the
Jackson VA Federal Credit Union.
Originally founded in 1935 as a credit
uon Tor the 108-plus employees sta-
tioned at the JFacksen, Mississippi
Veteran’s Bureau, the IVAFCH has
grown into a  multi-miftion  dollar
financial stitution serving aver 7,000
members and more than 60 employee
groups located in and around the
Jacksoa area. In a nuisheli, if the
HCBA's application for membership is
accepled, HCBA members will have
access to the credil wnion’s full range
of fimancial services, such as auto
...continted on page 2

October 18, 1994

12 Noon

$10.00

Capital Club

The speaker will be The Panel of Hinds County Circuit Judges.




President’s Column

(continwed from page 1)

loans, mortgage loans, student loans,
savings accounts, checking accounts
and investment accounts, The FVAFCU
advertises higher rates on savings and
lower rates on loans than compeling
financial iostitutions, Stay funed for
turther developments.

Small Firm Survey

For a number of years the HCBA
has conducted an cconomic survey of
the lagge fiemus which has proven bene-
ficial for the adeinistration of those
firms. In hopes ol achieving a simibar
bencfit for small firms, the Sadl Firm
Practice Commtice has prepared and
issued a survey for firms composed of
five or fewer lawyers in the tri-county
area. Our small firm mailing ist is less
than perfect. H you did not receive a
copy of the survey, please contact Joed
Howell, Chair of the Small Firm
Practice Committee. To defray expens-
es, we are asking that each fiem partic-
ipating in the survey send a check for
$5 paysble to the HCBA, Attention:
Pat Bvans, 151 B Griffith Street,
Juckson, MS 39201, The results of the

lewehing.

vl froms S&17 in the titke industey o dute -
National Tile Tusurmce Company, who re
then catl Mississippi Valley Title,

L 3
Ll ¥

“

survey are being compiled by the
accounting ficm of Grantham, Randadl,
Mups & Co. A copy of the swrvey
resules will be distributed to alt those
who pay the £5 charge,

Lawyer Referral Service

The Mississippi Bar has discontin-
uwed the statewide Lawyer Referral
Service. A committce of HCBA mem-
bers, chaired by Al Malone, is investi-
pating the feasibility of our Associa-
tion sponsoring a local area Lawyer
Referral  Service. In many  states,
lasvyer referral services are adminis-
tered by local bar  associations,
Generally speaking, the services have
been net inconie gencrators for the
local bar associalions and have pro-
vided needed assistance for consumers
of kepal scervices. The committee is
working  closely  with the ABAs
Standing  Committee  on Lawyer
Referral and Information Services in
an cffort to structure a scll-supporting
lawyer referral service for lawyers in
our area. H you bave any comments or
suggestions Tor this committee, please
direet them to Al Malone, Chair, or Vie
Carmody, Vice-Chair,

WERE ABOUT AS EASY TO COMPARE

“Fhiese days, kot of Hile companics elaint b be Tinancially sound. Bt o olten, wind ey promote are
isolated ritios and sttistics that are not & e measuare of financial stieagth, T Tael they ane olien wis-

A Mississippt Valley Titde, we saw the need for standardized cladms-paying-ability ratings lor titfe
wsurers, That's why we asked (o be rated by Stndard & Poor’s. We were given an A -
wong with our athliste and co-underwriter, Old Repubic
ed an A+ rating for the second yeur inarow,

Ask another fitke company for Qiete mting from Stedard & Poor's. 1Mbey don’t have one. ask why.

- the highest

315 Tombighee Streel, PAY. Box 2423

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH
CIRCUIT COURT
DISTRICT
STATE OF MISSISSIPPL

ORDER
I, Williun ¥ Coleman, the Cirerit
hudge who has been for the longest
time continzously a Judge of such
Court, herchy set the terss of the court
for the Seventh Circuit Court District
of the State of Mississippi, as follows:

HINDS COUNTY,
FIRST DISTRICT
On the first Monday of Fanuary,
19935, 54 days
On the first Monday of Mazch,
1995, 48 days
O the first Monday of May, 1993,
54 days
On the first Monday of July, 1995,
54 days
On the Lirst Monday of Seplember,
1995, 54 days
On the first Monday of November,
1505, 48 days

HINDS COUNTY,
SECOND IMSTRICY
On the second Monday in Jameary,
1995, 12 days
On the second Monday in April,
1995, 12 days
On the fourth Monday in July,
1995, 12 days
On the fourth Monday in Gclober,
1995, 12 days ’

I'T 18 TURTHER ORDERED AN
ADIUDGED thal a copy of this Order
be placed om the minuges ol the Clircyit
Covst of the Fist Judicial District of
Hinds Coumly, Mississippl, and the
Circuit Court of the Second Judiciat
Diistrict o Hinds County, Mississippi,
and that a certified copy be posted in
the Office of the Circnit Coust in cach
Judicial District of Hinds  County,
Mississippi and that a certified true
copy bo muiled to the oflice of the
Secretary of the State of Mississippi
and that a ceriilied copy of the Order
be defivered o the Clark of the Board
of Supervisors of Hinds  Coonly,
Mississippi.

SO ORDERED AND ADIIDGED
this the 191th day of September, 1994,

Signed

As the aftorney prepares for trial,
hefshe reflects on the ideal,

This jcon fnds itsell well realived
in our own Hinds County Chancery
Court, embodicd in Chancellor Patricia
D). Wise.

Judge Wise is one of lour
Chancellors of the Filth Chancery
Court District of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi; one of only seven (7) African-
American wrial judges in the state.
Formerly she was managing attorney
and partaer in the law firm of Dockins
& Wise, Altorneys at Law, Jackson,
Mississippi. Her private practice was in
the area of [NDomestic Relations —
Faumily Law, Porsenal  Eagury  and
General Civil practice. She also served
as family faw resowree attorney for
Central Mississippt Legal Services.

It the operations of her courtroon:,
Jedge Wise demands that atlorneys be
on time and prepared. The prepared
attorney always knows that he has done
welt and the “unprepared” respects the
way hefshe has been treated despile
his/her shortcomings. Judge Wise's
judicial  temperament and  demeanor
have nurtured and commanded the
respect of the Hinds County Bar.

In revealing her thoughts on the
fadiciary, Judge Wise believes that
altoreys should invest the time (0
become familiar with Lhe local rales
and practice hefore appearing in that
forum.

Generally, as to chancery courl
estale matters, Judge Wise notes that
most attorneys are well prepaced. She
suggesls thal an atloriey who hag not
tried an cstate waller before should
come 10 court fo observe the resolution
of an estate and a sctdlenent hearing.
That way they will have sone case in
conducting their own hearing.

Another eleinental observation as it
relates 10 estates which is ollen over-
looked by attomeys involves the draft-
ing of the petition. In presenting
hisfher case an attorney should siinply
[ollow fusfher petition in examining his

Patricia D. Wise

by Anita Mathews Stamps

Court to ratify any settlements made
oulside the fous-corners of the pelition
or any “side” agrecments. The attorney
should slways make sure his contracts
have been approved by he court,
particularly in cagse of  settlements,
although the courl has the final disere-
tion in determining the mnount of the
award.

Over the years, Judge Wise las
made certain heipful observations that
can assist both new attorneys and sea-
soned veterans of chancery court.

For trials that last more than one (1)
day, and especially in (rials that last
longer, the attorney should consider
preparing d Irial notebook. [ is very
beneficial to the beneh 1o have the doc-
umenis laid out in an orderly manner
and aids in the allormeys being able Lo
stipalate Lo certain exhibits.

Using the example of a trial involv-
ing a custody matter, pictures of the
children and their living environment
arc recommended. 1t tends to make the
whole situation more real to the courl.

Continuing with this example, an
attorney should slso include the party’s
financial  statement as  defined by
chancery court rules.

Another concern of the Courl is the
failure of an attorney o assign a realis-
tic peried of tme for trying his/her
case, The simplest way (o do so is (o
call the opposing atlorney and ask him/
her how much time hefshe wounld need,
and secure sulficient time for preseata-
tion of the entire case,

Chancery Court presents the new
atlorney with an ample opportunily o
acquire {rial experience over s short
period of time. However, Chancellor
Wise has observed that oftentines
attorneys do not appear to take the time
in preparation that they would for a
fury triad. She caations (hat attorneys
shouid spend guahity time with their
chienls in preparing them even though
the hearing miay only last from Hiteen
(15) minutes o a couple of hows; a
Judge can tell i you wst picked up the

court, as opposed 10 circuit cowrt, is
that an attorney does nol have (© object
to every single objectionable matter,
Deing so nol only interrupts the (low
of the triat, bt the court, as fact-finder,
establishes a good balance based upon
the court’s experience. Therelore, il the
atlorney nakes an objection, he should
be specific in reasons and objection-
able grounds.

Chancellor Wise usually conducts
pre-trial conference in order to identify
issues.

Two phitosophies of fudge Wise are
natewarthy for afl attorneys:

(e, she believes that il is important
that everybody who comes through her
courtroom should feel that they have
had a fair trial, that they have been
treated with respecl and dignity and
that they have had an opportunity to be
heard.

Tiwo, shie believes in opening up the
cowrthouse and owtside facilities to the
conuuanity, especially young people,
to enable them to leel mote comfort-
able in this covironment. After all, this
is their building; we all pay taxes for
them Lo be able to enjoy and use those
facilities.

Finally, Chancelior Wise retlected
upon the adversarial roles of attoreys
i chancery cowt. She believes that,
although you have an apposing coun-
sel, you do nol necessaily have to
view yourselves as adversaries. In most
domestic cases, there is nol a win-lose
situation. For example, when the Court
makes a decision in a child custody
cases, it is not g pegative ruling for one
parent against the other, rather if deter-
mines what is beneficial or in the best
interest of the child,

Chancellor Wise brings a weaith of
practical experience to the bench and
sets # standard of excellence for prac-
ticing attorneys who appear before her
for the betterment of both the Bench
ard Bar, and vitimalely, the pubiic.

Anita Mathews Stamps is a member
of the Hinds County Bench and Bar

*  MISSISSIPPT VALLEY TITLIE  Tackson, MS 392252428 Willicun I Cole
., CINSURANCE COMPANY (6019690222 (800)647-2124 rilras o Lojerial

[ALSMSAN Civends J{!d},’i.’

witnesses.
Altorneys should not expect Lhe

fite that morning.
Another peculiarity of chancery

Refations Commiftee and is a partuer
in the firm of Stamps & Stamps.
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Committees 1994-95

The lollowing s a list of (he curreat Chairs, Vice-Chairs
and Board Liatsons of the Hinds County Bar Associalion
Committees. Members are encouraged to contact these per-
sons with any guestions you may have, informalion that may
be helpful 10 the commitice or assistance you might offer.

AHernative Dispute Resolution
Chair ... Harold Miller
Board Linison ... 0 o Ben Pazza

Chaiv.oo o o oo leffrey Reynolds
Viee-Chaidv. ..o . Julie Chaftin
Board Liaison. ... .. ... ... .. .. . ... Boh Owens

Black Lawyers Participation in the Profession
hj

Chalr .. e Patricia Benneti
Vice-Chair, .. ... . Porian Turner
Boardbjaison . ... .. ... . ... ... . .. ... Bob Owens

Budgef and Finance
Chair. ..o Alveno Castilla

Board Lidaison ... ... ... ... .. Harris Collier

Child Advocacy
Chair .. Frances Corley
Board Linison ..., . ... .. ... .. ... Philip Gaines

Continuing Legal Education

Chair ... Richard Montague
Vice-Chade. ..o o oo o Amold Dyre
Bowd Liaison ..., ... .. ... ... ... Ben Piazza

solf Tournament

Chair. .. ... ... e Mark Chinn
Vice-Chair. ... ... ... . .. . ... ] Tohn McCullouch
Board Liaison, . .. .o Mark Chinn

Law Related Education
Chair . PPam ikl
Board Liaison ... ... ... .. .. . . ... Hagris Collier

Eegal BEeonomics
Chair . oo Roberl Williasuson

Board Ligison ... .. ..o Fhareis Collier

Legal Problems of the Homeless

Chair. ... Michael Maclnnis
Vice-Chasr, .., .. . Claiborne Barksdale
Board Lisison .. ... ... ... .. ........ Marcus Wilson

Library
Chair........, .. T Vernon Chadwick
Board Liaison ........ .. .. .. ... ... .. ... Carol West

Membership

Chair............ S Peter 12oran
Vice-Chair .. ... .. . .. ... . Marcia Smalley
Board Lagison. . ... ... .. ... ... .. ..., Mark Chinn

Newsletter Editorvial Board

Cofiditor.. ..., ... ... . ... L. Debra Allen
Co-liditor ..o o o George Luter
Board Lisdson. .. ... ... oL Jeffrey Rawlings

People’s Law School

Chair. ... Rebecca Wigas
BowdLizison ... ........ ... .......... Marcus Wilson

Pictorial Directory

Chair .............. ... .. . ........Stephen Bdds
Board Lialson ... ... ... .. . .. ... Richard Roberls
Program

Chair ........... e Jee Lotterhos
Vice-Chair .. ... o .. .. ... ... ... Donna Wright
Board Liaison. .. ... . .. L . ... tiark Chian

Public Infarmation
Chair. ... . Leonard Van Slyke
Board Bigison .. ... . . Ben Piazza

Smalt Firm Practice

Chatr. ... Joel Howell
Board Linison.......... ... ........... Jeffrey Rawlings
Sockal

Chatr ... . L David Thomas
Board Biaison ... .. oo L L Philip Gaines

Fennis Tournament
Chair ..o Harris Barnes
Board Ligison ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Richard Roberts

Women in the Profession
Chatr ..o Tammy Hartheock
Board Liadson .. ... . ... . . Clarol Wesl

CD-ROM Technology Now Availabl
At Mississippi College

The Mississippi College  Law
Library las recently acquired twao CI-
ROM  workstations  for patron  use,
including members ol the practicing
bar. One is located on the second floor
of the Library, vear the WESTLAW
and LEXIS terminais, The othor is
located on the thicd floor of the
Library, near the Govermment 1Jocu-
meats Assistant’s desk. Please come to
the Library prepared to show 2 driver’s
Heense or sinilar photo 1D il you plan
em uging cither of these workstations.

All of the CD products are located
behind the Circulation Desk in the
Eibrary and include the following:

* Casehase - covers  Mississippi
Reports frons 1954 to (he present, the
Migsigsippi Code and  Mississippi
Court Rules

s Index to Legal Periodicaly — covers
1981 to the present

* Mississippi Cases — a West product,
eovering Southern 2d from Vol. 20 -
Vol. 632, p. 960 and the Mississippi
Cout Rules

» Matthew-Bender “Search Master”
Libraries — covers Federal Practice,
Collier’s  Bankruptey,  Intellectuat
Property, Environmentat Law, Per-
sonal  Injury, Busincss law, and
Workers” Compensation

sRIA On-Point Tax Library -
ngludes the Federal Tax Coordinator
2d, the Master Federal Tax Manual,
the Interpal Revenue Code, the
Federal Tax Regulations, and the
Weekly Alent Arclive

1.8, Code on CD-ROM - published
by the Government Printing Office

s Congressional Masterfile 2 — CIS
Index maiterial for research in federat
legislative history

Each of the CI titles are on ene
disk, and cach disk contains a mdti-
tude of individual publications. New
titles will be added 10 the collection as
need arises and [unds permit. Come on
by aud give these CD-ROM worksia-
tions a workout on your next visil to
the Mississippi College Law Library.

Mississippi College
Law Library
Regular Hours

Monday - Thursday ... ... ... ..... 7:30 a.m. - Midnight

Friday. .. ... ... ol 730 am. - 9:00 p.m.

Saturday. .. ... .. 9:00 am. - 9:00 p.m.

Suaday. ... 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 pam.

MISSISSIPPE COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW

CONTINUING LEGAL
EDUCATION SCHEDULE

Seventh Annual
Workers® Compensation
Practice & Procedure Seminar
Thursday, November 3, 1994
Ramada Coliseum
Chair; Linda A. Thompson
6 howrs

Medical Malpractice Seminar
Friday, October 28, 1994
Primos Northgate
Chair: C. R, “Bob” Montgomery
6 hours

Envirepmental Law Seminar
Friday, November 4, 1994
Ramada Plaza Hotel
Chatr: Jodin E. Milner
6 hours

Buck issues of all seminar
manuals are available
by calling the CLE Office

Contact: William R, Townsend
Assistant Plean
(681) 949-5621
Fax (681) 353-711¢

Mark your
calendars now!

HCBA
Christmas

Social

Thuesday, Decemnber 8, 1994
3:30-7:30 pao
Mississippi Bar Center




Dean Louis Westerfield

l.ouis Westerfield began his tenure
as Dean ol e School of Law, Director
of the Law Center and Professor of
Law al the University of Mississippi in
July., He came to Ole Miss from the
Loyola University School of Law in
New Orleans, where be had served as
Dean and Professor of Law since 1990,
He held the same positions at the North
Carolina Centrat Universily School of
Law in Duarham trom 1986 to 1990. No
strager to Ole Miss, be was a visiling
professor of law at the schoal during
the sunumers of 1980 and 1989 and a
professor of taw from 1983-86. His
teaching has been concentrated in the
arens of constitutional law and criminal
law and procedure.

When asked for his impressions of
the faw school at this point in his ser-
vice, ean Westerfield conunented,
“My familiarity with the tacslly from
Lhe three years and two summers hat T
served here as v law professor leads o
my conviction that our faculty is now
the best ever - an apgressive, relatively
young faculty, productive in research
and writing, who are fiest and foremost
excedlent teachers, And 1 believe that
the quadity ol our student body is com-

by David L. Trewolia

parable Lo that of any faw school in the
coutry.”

A native of Kemper County, Dean
Westerlicld obtained his undergraduate
education at Soulhern Eniversity in
New Orleans, graduating in 1971 with
a political science degree. He attended
the Southern University Law Schosl in
Raton Rouge and ranked number one
in his class before transferving o
FLoyola University in 1972, where he
eurned Ris law degree 1974, Dean
Westertield also holds & Master of Law
Degree Trom New York’s Columbia
Uhniversily.

Upon graduating from Loyola, he

attorney in New Ogleans, and became
Assistant  Professor  of  Law  and
Director of the Law Clinic at Southern
University Law School in 1975, Prior
to becoming a law professor at Ole
Miss in 1983, Dean Westerfield was a
professor of faw al Loyola from 1978-
83 and a Louisiaza Cowrt ol Appeals
Judge in 1994, He served en years as a
member of various arbitration boards
and panels, iscluding those for the
Uinited Steel Workers and Continental
and American Can Companies (1975-
83) and for the New Orleans Long-
shoremen's  {fnion  and  Steamship
Association {1982-85).

In addition to his professional dutics
aind membership in numerous State of
Louisiana and New Orleans law-relat-
ed committecs, NDean Westerficld has
made  sigaificant civie contribulions
througlt his involvement. in Boards of
Directors for the Children’s Bureau,

Urban Eeague and Big Brothers of

Greater New  Orleans. Selecled an
Quistanding Young Man in Anwerica
by the United States Jaycces in 1977,
he has also found tme 1o co-author a
hornbook - Westerfield and Harges,
Louisicuia Evidence — which is now
available in second edition from the
Harrison Company. He chaired the
Mississippt Advisory Commitice to the
£.S. Conuuission on Civil Rights from
1975-86 and was a member of the
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Dean Louis Westerfield .»
The University of Mississippi Law School

Mississippt Governor’s Conslitutional
Study Commission in 1986.

At Qle Miss Dean Westerlield will
work with 25 faculty meinbers admin-
istering, a legal eurviculum Lo an aver-
age of 300 students anmually. Fhe posi-
tien of law school dean encompasses
supervision over Lhe following pro-
arams  sponsored  within the 1.Q.C.
Lantar Law Ceater: Mississippt Law
Research Enstitute, Mississippi-
Afabama Sca Grant Legal Prograny,
Mineral  Resources  Law  Instilute,
Mississippi hudicial College and the
Natral Resowrce Update legal journal.

One of Dean Westerlield's goals i
to gain an Order of the Coil chapter for
the school. He potes, “Mecling the
gqualilying criteria for (hat encom-
passes  many  improveents  that |
believe are necessary — upgrading our
library, adding more scholarships,
mereasing faculty salaries, as well as
additional funding for faculty travel
and research. Working toward that goal
is a4 win-win situation where many
other goals will be accomplished.”
Admitting that this goal may fake up to
live years to achieve, he intends to
actively promole the school i future
meetings with bar associations across
the state and alunmi everywhere. He
aiso sceks more diversity in both the
tuculty and student hody.

Bean Westerfield resides in oxford
with his wile Gelounder and their threc
children — Anthony, 2§, who is a visit-
ing student al Ole Miss this fall semes-
ter and will return fo Stantord in the
spring ol 1995 to complete his senior
year; and Anika, I8, and Anson, 16,
who are students al Oxlord High
Schogl.

The Hinds County Bar Association
exlends s congratulations to ean
Westerfield, inviles him Lo attend the
Association’s funclions whenever pos-
sible and to call upon its members for
assistance as needed,

Duavid L. Trewolla is an associale
with Heiddelhery & Woodlifl, PA.

MissisSippl CaseBase
doesn't just save time
and Mmoney.

It saves soles.

CaseBuase’® delivers the cases and statutes you need,
In seconds. On COH-ROM. These days, winning a case often involves some fancy
footwork. Especially if you have to run to the library every time you need to do research.

That's why we developed Mississippi CaseBase. it puts the information you need at your
fingertips. Which saves time. And because it costs far iess than online services, it saves
money, too. For a low fixed cost, you can do as much research as you want -— and never
have to worry about the meter running.

In Mississippi, we are the official publisher of MS Code of 1972 Annotated. MS CaseBase contains
MS Supreme Court Opinicns from 1954 to present, MS Rules, MS Constitution and U.S.
Canstitution. Alf on CD-ROM. All updated quarterly. And all ready for instant access on your
deskion PC.

Sp, if you're getting tired of the same old runaround, aet Mississippi CaseBase. And get the
results you've heen logking for, f_ )

For more information, on CaseBase or any of our CD-ROM products, including ALK LawDesk?
USCS™ LawDesk and CFR LawDesk, call «800-B28-6373F.

IIII@

Lawyers Cooperative Publishing

More Powcer for Your Mississippi Practice.

Carzefase AR il Lued. Aldrardamark i7f Cnoperaive Fublishing, Winkows is 3 tadomark of B el Cerrparation.




CLE Calendar

of Events

October 20
Professional Responsibility.
HCBA. 969-6097

October 21
Family Law Litigation in MS.
NBI. 715-835-7909

October 28
Medical Malpractice.
MC Schoot of Law. 949-5621

(ctaber 28
Criminal Law.
MS Trial Lawyers. 948-8631

November 2

Charitable Giving Conference,
Mitlsaps Collcge, Estate Planning
Councit. 974-1029

November 3

Seventh Annoal Workers®
Compensafion Practice &
Procedure Seminar.

MC School of Law. 949-5621

November
Environmental Law Sewminar,
MC School of Law. 949-562 1

November 16

Divoree Court and Tax Implication.

Internat Revenue Service. 9654142

November 17

Coostruetion Claims and Job
Profitability in Mississippi.
NBIL 715-835-7909

November 18
Accounting Malpractice.
Lozman Business Ceuter,
715-833-3940

Deceniber 7-8

Individual Income Tax - 1994 Laws.

MS Assn. of Public Accountants.
£00-321-1276

December 13

Business Succession,
L.orman Business Center.
715-833-3940

HCBA Calendar
of Events

October 18
HCBA Membership Mecling.
Noaon, Capital Club

October 20
HCBA CLE 1-Hour Fthics.
F1:45-12:45. MC School of Law

November 3
George Street Grocery Social,
530-7:00

December 8
HCBA Christmas Social.
5:30-7:00. MS Bar Cenler

LEFOLDT Féxe}

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

LITIGATION CONSULTING

All of our experience is directly relevant to your need for professional excellence
from your accounting experts. Our services include expert witness testimony at
depositions and trials, trial assistance relating to opposing experts,
consultation on litigation options and appr()achcs support durmg
the discovery process, damage analysis and review, investigative
auditing, forecasting of economic losses, fraud audzts, asset scarches
and tracing of funds.

5280 Galaxic Dnve 8l Post Oftice Box 13409 M Jackson, MS 39236-3409 I (601} 982-1591
145-B Main Strcet B Post Office Box 263 ¥ Biloxi, MS 39533 M (601) 435-7903

Hinds County Bar Association officers and divectors for 1994795 ave: Philip Geines, Divector; Harris Collier, Secretary-
Treasurer; Meark Chinn, Divector; Richard Roberts, President; Ben Piacza, Fast Presidems; Carel West, Phrector; Jeffrey
Renvlings, Director; and Marcus Wilson, President-Elect. Not pictured are Directors Bob (wens and Sanmel . Kelly,

Lawyers Golf Tournament Winners Named

The Sccond Annuat Hinds County
Bar AssociationfJackson Young 1aw-
yers Association Golf Tournament at
Deerfield on Augost 26, 1994, was a
resounding success. We had  almost
100 lawyers and judges participaling
and were able 1o raise approximately
$3,000 lor the Metro Jackson Chapier
of Habitat for Hurmanity. Our thanks 0
Mark Chinn, Chair; fohir MeCullouch,
Vice-Chair, Harris Collier; Kenny
Griffis; Ben Piazza; Karla Pierce; and
David Thomas [or the outstanding job
they did in organizing and running the
tournament. The following is a list of
the winners in the main competition
and in specialized categories.

First Flight Winners:
Bob Gernmnany
Joc Roberts
Lamar Pickard

Skip Clark

Necond Flight Winners:

Mark Chinn
Jim Gatloway
Richard Roberts
Dale Danks

Third Flight Winners:
Jack Bethany
Mike Segura
Murray Fincher
Kirk Nelson
Paui Snow

Langest Drive No. 1:
Mark Chinn

Longest Drive No. 4:
Joe Roberls

Longest Drive No. 16:
Joey Warwick

Longest Drive No, 18:
Mike Baxier

Closest to the Hole No. 3:
Jim Becker

Closest to the Hole No., 12:
Boh Germany

Closest to the Hole No. 14;
Joey Warwick

Longest Puit:
Mike Myers
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The summer of 1994 was in large
measure dominated by three events
which consumed the collective atten-
tion ol America. Had those events been
the health care refornt debate, North
Korew’s  nuclear  threat  and  the
genocide-induced  refugee  crisis  in
Rwanda, | would say this coundsy’s pri-
orities were correctly focused. But we
all know those stories only provided
filier for what scarce air me and ink
remained aller the media had reported
on the real news of the summer. OF
course | speak of the (L], Simpson
mueder case, the major league baseball
strike and the Michae! Jackson-Lisa
diaric Presley union. While all of these
slorics did and still do generate vavying
degrees of genuine interest and curiosi-
ty, the public obsession with them
reflects a disturbing reality in America,
In short, pop culture has taken over.
The lTooming repercussions for a soci-
ety already seemingly on the ropes are
more than a little scary.

In typical Southern Calitornia fash-
ion, a brutal and tragic double murder
has tarned into a three ring circus with
enough instant celebrities (o keep six
dozen abloids in business for years.
Granted, (0. is a legitimate personal-
ity who porsonifies the American
Bream. His arrest and indictiment con-
slitute  legithnate  news.  But  now
Assistant DAL Marcia. Clark  and
defense attorney Robert Shapiro are
America’s newest sex symbols, The
White Bronco has becowe the trans-
pottation of choice for the trendy. And
then there 1s Cato Kaclin, PLEASE!
Somehody stop it before the unthink-
wble happens - (L. gets a fair trial
based on hard evidence. If recent Los
Angeles eriminal #rial verdicts as ilions-
trated by the Rodney King, Reginald
Denny and Menender cases are any
indicater, some Torm of anti-justice
will come from all of this, followed by
enough book deals o wipe out what's
left of the raio forest in Soath America.

by Captain Eqguity

As [ar as the baseball strike is con-
cerned, rich young celebrities are fighl-
ing with much older and richer semi-
celebrities to legitimize their respective
spin on greed and avarice, The wishes
of the fans, best interests of the game
or cconomic reality have nothing to do
with anything. These people expect Lo
pad their already bhulging wailets and
send the bitl to Joe Middle Chass in the
form of $25 bleacher tickeis and eight
doliar hot dogs. These celebrity role
maodels are sure setting an example for
the youth ol woday, Their message - it's
okay to be a selfish, greedy little
whiner. And if you are really good at it,
you too can amass enough to buy a
hasebaldt (cam and gouge the pubtic, i
sure beals Junior Achievement.

And [inally, the mest bizarre exam-
ple of celebrity excess yei is Mr and
Mrs. Michael Jackson and their public-
Hy stunt honeymm}h in Hungary, Caa’(
you just see Blvis now? But hey,
maybe I'm wrong. Maybe they realty
are deeply in love. Maybe the mwlti-
miltion doflar out of courl scitlement
with the teenager was just an expensive
nuisance suit and this is not a scheme
lo do plastic surgery on the King of
Pop’s carcer. For the sake of the newly-
weds and for the sake of all the kids
who idolize Michael, I really hope I'm
wrong. After ail, despite his problems,
Michael Jackson has done some very
posttive  things  with  his  cclebrity
slatus.

And so you say, what’s the big deal?
Whiic all ol this may be a bil silly, it’s
not the end of civitization as we know
it. Well, no. At feast not yet, However,
our increasing dependence oun celebrity
heroes and role models says a tot aboul
our nation’s values. For one it tells kids
that being Tamous is more imporiant
than being & good person. ko teaches
that it your job isa’t high profile and
high paying, it isn't worth doing. Let's
face 1t, how many well known scien-
fists, leachers and nurses are there in

society? There is a much greater ego
and financisl payoll in playing one on
T.¥Y, as opposcd o being one in real

ife. This fame and money phenone-

pon also preaches a dual set of rudes,
one set for the wealthy and celebrated,

“and another for everyone clse. Tn a time

of igcreasing adotescenl dysfunction,
do you reaily think our obsession with
dollars and publicity is going to help
uaprove our collective values? Deep
dowa, you know the answer. And so,
the nexl lime you lurh o A Current
Affair, do so knowing what you are
CRCOLITAZINE,

Hub? Do [ watch A Current Affair?
Uh, well, sometimes.

And on a Personal Note

After writing exactly lorty of these
coluimns since 1988, F find mysell in
the same unenviable posilion as a
holdover, non-civil service Reagan-cra
Federal Chicken Enspector lwo years
into Bill Clinton’s term, While Captain
Fquity wiil live oa in other publica-
tions, this will, unfortunatety, be the
Captain’s last elfort Tor The Hinds
Couniy Bar News.

It has been a privilege and a joy to
share this column with you over the
years. 1 thank (he Past Presidents of the
association; the newsleller editors and
stath; and, Pat Evans, our Executive
Direclor, for a wonderful experience.
Bul most of all, { thank cach of you for
laking the time to read these words
every other month. And for those of
you who have been dedicated non-
readers, thaks for not compiaining.

And so, in the best tradition of the
masked wrestler who has been pinped
ina Texas PDeath match, it's only fair to
finally remove the mask that has served
me so well for the past six years.
Thanks again — Professor Lee Hether-
ington, Mississippi College School of
Faw.
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HCBA Plans Brown Bag Professionalism

The HCBA CLE Commitles plans
to conduct a series of one honr semi-
nars on the topics of professional
responsibility, ethics and malpraciice
prevention, The seminars arc part of an
clfort by the HCBA to improve the
delivery of legal services to the public,
Each seminar attendee will receive one
hour of CLE credit towards the ethics
requirement, The CLE  Commitiee
plans to hold these semsinars on the
Thursday following the regular Tues-
day HCBA lunch meetings cvery

by Richard Montague
CLE Committee Chairman

month except December. The Missis-
sippt College School of Law has gra-
ciously agreed to provide one of is fee-
ture halls at no charge to the associa-
tion. Cost for the seminars wili be
$15.00 for members and $25 for non-
memhers. The seminar will begin with
introductory emarks and time to eat a
brown bag lunch at 11:30 a.m. The one
hour ethics CLE presentation  will
begitr promptly at £1:45 and conclude
at $2:45.

The first of the brown bag profes-
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Co-sponsored by:
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Seminar Series

stonalism series serminars will feature
HCBA member Floyd Sutser discus-

sing the tepic of “The Eihics of

Limited Liabilsty Companies aod Mal-
practice Exposute for Lawyers” The
seminar will be held Qctober 20, 1994
in Room 202 at Mississippt College.
Registration will begin at £1:15 in the
Mississipp
Lohbhy.

Cotlege  Law  School

Richard Montugue is a shaveholder
with Heidelberg & Woodliff, PA.
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You are invited to attend

a reception for

Mississippi Trial & Appellate Court Judges

Thursday, October 27, 1994
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Ramada Plaza

County Line Road

Hinds County Bar Association
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Join the Hinds County Bar Association
Jor an After Hours Social at
George Street Grocery
Thursday, November 3, {994
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Open Bar = Hors D’ocuvres « Spouses Invited

Please mark your caleadar as individual inwitations will not be mailed.

Hinds County Bar Association, Inc.
51 E. Griffith Street
Jackson, MS 39201

FIRST CLASS

IMPORTANT
HCBA Luncheon Meeting
12 Noon, October 18




